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&
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Village Diary
December 2010
Friday 3rd
Wednesday 8

th

Monday 13th
Tuesday 14

th

Wednesday 15

th

7.30pm

Hoveton, Wroxham and District Gardening Club, Hoveton Village Hall, Meeting

7.30pm

Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council, Meeting, Hayloft, Tithe Barn

7:30pm

Coltishall and District Royal British Legion Meeting, Coltishall Social Club

8.00pm

Coltishall Village Fete 2011, Meeting, Railway Tavern

7.30pm

Coltishall and Horstead WI, Christmas Party, Village Hall, Coltishall

Friday 17th

Coltishall Primary School End of Term, Pupils Break up for Christmas Break

Saturday 18

th

Saturday 25

th

3.00pm

Coltishall Church Christmas Concert
Merry Christmas

January 2011
Saturday 1st

Happy New Year

th

7.30pm

Coltishall Parish Council, Meeting, Village Hall

Saturday 15

7.30pm

Hoveton, Wroxham and District Gardening Club, Hoveton Village Hall, Annual
General Meeting

Wednesday 19th

7.30pm

Coltishall and Horstead WI, Meeting, Village Hall, Coltishall

Monday 10

th

The Marlpit aims to produce a magazine as an informative communication of local news, events and articles.
Articles are published in good faith and are not necessarily the opinion of the Editors.
Any item submitted must have a contact name and telephone number for use by the Editors.
Non-Commercial Advertisements for Village Events, Interests and Activities are free of charge for one issue only.
They will only be accepted if they fit a maximum of a ½ page and will be re-sized at the Editors’ discretion.
Articles for Sale - Personal and Domestic.
Personal advertisements for local residents are free of charge for one issue only.

Front Cover Picture
Christmas Robin

Delivering The Marlpit

The Marlpit Deadline
Copy for the February Issue by Monday 17th January 2011

Michael Blackburn
We are very sad to report the sudden death of Michael Blackburn, The Marlpit Treasurer. His financial
advice and guidance was of great benefit to The Marlpit as was his general contribution to the content of the
magazine. He will be greatly missed by us and many others from within our community and beyond. Our
deepest condolences go to his wife Jill and thier family.
The Editors

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall Village Fete 2011
The organisers of the Coltishall Fete 2010 are delighted to announce that it has been agreed to hold a further
fete next year.
The date proposed by the committee is Saturday 23rd July 2011 with the venue to be the same as this year the Village Hall and Cricket Pitch. Committee spokesman David Chisnell explained, ‘We were delighted
with the way the fete ran itself this year on the cricket field and are pleased that CAST have agreed to
allowing us to use it again next year.’
The fete will follow a similar theme to this year’s although it is hoped additional rides and attractions will be
in place. ‘We were very badly let down this year in terms of rides,’ went on David, ‘and we will certainly be
vetting our suppliers more carefully.’
The next committee meeting is at the Railway Tavern at 8.00pm on Tuesday 14th December and anyone
interested in helping or offering ideas are more than welcome. Anyone wishing to offer ideas but unable to
attend the meeting should contact David ' 738316.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Youth Shelter

One of the Projects being considered for Coltishall by CAST and the Coltishall Parish Council is the
provision of a Youth Shelter. This would be in the form of a pavilion with seats with a steel frame structure,
a steel roof and base and steel side panels. It would provide an outdoor meeting place for the younger
people that is reasonably protected from the elements and is also available to visitors to the village and
locals generally.
The cost of this, as with everything, is considerable and there will be a need to obtain a grant towards the
cost (which CAST will be working to obtain) with the balance coming from both CAST and any other funds
that can be raised.
In respect of these ‘other funds’ it has been suggested that with aluminium cans fetching £800 per tonne that
the young people of the village (and local pubs, shops and hotels) might consider assisting with the
fundraising by collecting the cans and placing them in a container which will be sited within the village.
The resulting income from this recycling will be placed in a Youth Shelter fund until sufficient funds have
been raised. It is estimated that of the 5 billion cans sold in the UK each year (worth £40 million when
recycled) around half is lost to landfill.
What are your views on the need for a Youth Shelter, are you willing to help with collecting cans, where
would you like such a shelter to be located? Write to the Marlpit with your views.
Different types of shelter can be viewed on www.lightmain.co.uk. There are others.
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Historical Marlpits
The Marlpit Editors have very recently come into possession of some early editions of the Marlpit and we
think that it is worth reviewing some of the issues of the time and to perhaps reflect on their relevance and
progress today.
May 1990 came with a farewell from the Rector of Coltishall, Roger Hawkins, who found himself unable to
remain within the confines of the Church of England if the then proposed ordination of women was
approved and the church continued with its increasingly liberal stance. Well the proposed ordination
received approval by the Church in 1992 and the first women priests were ordained in 1994.
This Marlpit also reported the sad plight of the Coltishall and Horstead
Tennis Club who had only 3 people attend their Annual General Meeting,
all existing committee members. The club had evidently financed the
maintenance of the courts and had purchased a new mower also used by
the Cricket Club (is this the one still in use?) and new fencing around the
courts. For how long did the tennis club survive? What are the present
needs for a Tennis Club or tennis facilities?
The December 1990 edition contained an article by Ruth Jackson
confirming that for some time Coltishall Primary School had been
collecting aluminium cans for recycling. What a coincidence that exactly
20 years later the Marlpit is reporting a proposal for the same collection of
aluminium cans to help finance a ‘Teen Shelter’.
This edition also contained a message from Sqn Ldr J M Love with particular reference to RAF Coltishall
personnel on duty in the Gulf to ensure the freedom of Kuwait and the many hostages held there and in Iraq.
He also refers to a morale boosting football match when Norwich City Football Club sent a team to the
Coltishall Base to play the Station first 11.
Finally the December Edition of 1990 included ‘A Christmas Message’ as an Editorial and we consider it
worth repeating a section of it as follows:
A Christmas Message
As the sleigh and reindeer circled over the rooftops the driver (in his best red suit) surveyed the scene
below. Three churches and a ruin, a river, a railway line (narrow gauge), three playing fields, a school
(needs replacing), a main road (with fast moving traffic) and a Salvation Army hall, yes, this must be the
place! What have I got to deliver here?
Rummaging through his sack he came upon a large white bird. ‘Ah!’, he thought, ‘this must be for the
Jubilee Players Mother Goose pantomime. I’ll drop it into Carol White’s garden.’
The next parcel was very big and heavy; pulling the wrapping paper away for a closer look revealed the
very latest printing machine which automatically adjusts to allow all pages to be read (sorry about last
month’s) and sorts into page numbers (sorry about last month’s again). No doubt about this one, yes, it’s
for Brian Garrad to print The Marlpit on.
After making a number of calls Santa decided to take a rest along the river bank between the mill and the
bridge but unfortunately he couldn’t find a spot without dogs’ mess so he had to think again. He turned
towards the Lower Common but due to the no parking signs he was unable to stop. Finally he landed on the
land behind the Doctors’ Surgery, which is intended for the new Coltishall School, knowing that nothing
was likely to happen there for some time.
He looked again at his parcels to be delivered and found the following - water testers for the people living in
the Mayton Tip area, Wellington boots for people in Frettenham road, a (large ) bag of points for the
Football Club, a set of snowshoes for all the horses that dig up the footpaths, a traffic controller for outside
the King’s Head and Post Office, an underpass for the ducks by the lower common and a set of mufflers for
the church bells. After completing his rounds he called for a meal at the Red Lion and was last seen
disappearing over RAF Coltishall.
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
NB: We intend to show some to these Historical Marlpits on our website at www.themarlpit.com. Has
anyone else out there holding onto some Historical Marlpits? Please let any Editor know.
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Aylsham Navigation Project 2012
The River Bure is at the very heart of our communities as it wends its way from Aylsham through Burgh,
Brampton, Oxnead, Lammas, Buxton, Hautbois and Coltishall towards the sea. The river is ever present as a
backdrop to our lives, but how many of us give a thought to its history?
It is simply not just a river as it has a rich and interesting story to tell. As far as we know it was first used
for transport by the Romans carrying goods from the factories at Brampton, which was then an industrial
town.
By the late 18th Century this was a very rich agricultural area held back by the primitive means of
transporting the goods produced at the time.
In 1779 the river was opened as the Aylsham Navigation, allowing water borne transport from Aylsham and
all the communities along the way to Great Yarmouth and beyond. Trading wherries were able to carry
agricultural produce to market and marl, as well as coal and consumer goods in the opposite direction. This
was nothing short of revolutionary at the time.

Horstead Lock
The navigation still exists, but only as far as Coltishall. There were five locks - Coltishall / Horstead,
Buxton, Oxnead, Burgh and Aylsham. The navigation closed after all these locks were washed out in the
great flood of 26th August 1912. Boats were trapped upstream although one, the Zulu, was famously manhauled around the obstructions to freedom. There is a famous photograph of it crossing the road near
Buxton Mill to avoid the lock, which is now nearly all gone. In case you don’t know, Buxton lock was to
the side of the mill and is now filled in. The remains of Oxnead, Burgh and Coltishall locks can still be
seen.
At the same time as all these locks where damaged beyond repair, the bridge between Coltishall and
Horstead was washed away. It is also possible to see the height of the flood water by the marker on the
cottage next to the Recruiting Sergeant in Horstead.
A committee has been formed to commemorate this event in various ways: record what remains of the
history, identify the wildlife of the river and incorporate these into a trail along the length of the river from
Aylsham to Coltishall. Shorter walks along the river will also be described and published.
Most importantly we hope in 2012 to have a celebratory event to remember the rivers history and the people
who worked on it (characters all). We hope to get one of the surviving wherries up to Coltishall in August
2012 and then carry the first cargo to Aylsham in 100 years using canoes. The hope is to engage with all the
riverside communities en route.
If you would like to be involved in some way please contact me, Peter Baker, ' 738573 or
pete.coltishall@virgin.net or Stuart Wilson ' 279510 or stu.wilson100@btinternet.com.
There is also a website at www.eastinvolve.net/aylsham-navigation.
Peter Baker - With many thanks to Stuart Wilson for his input
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Lunch Club - An Update
If ever you are passing the Church Room on Rectory Road on a Wednesday you might be aware of delicious
aromas, a sound of happy chattering and the occasional shriek of laughter and wonder what is happening in
there. I can tell you - it’s the Coltishall Community Lunch Club!
Now in its second very successful year, we provide a healthy and wholesome
2-course meal and a cuppa for £3 for anyone who wants to come along. We
don’t aim to make any profit and all our wonderful cooks and their handy
helpers give freely of their time and expertise.
Yet in 2010 we have managed to replace all the old uncomfortable (and
frankly dangerous) chairs for new, upholstered, comfy ones, which we all love
so much that it is difficult sometimes to remove peoples’ bottoms from them
when we have to go home at 2.00pm! We have to go as Richard and Sue
arrive to put chairs and tables away (many thanks to them!).
We have also bought a new Kenwood Chef food processor to keep the cooks
happy!
We have even managed to give to charities such as the Horstead Church Flower Festival, the Coltishall
Church Clock Appeal and Cancer Research. We’re also in the process of raising enough money for a well
for a village in Kenya through Christian Aid’s Present Aid scheme.
A new boiler in the Church Room has improved the heating - replacing the old and condemned gas wall
heaters - for which we thank Coltishall PCC and ‘Biffaward’ who provided the funding. It also provides
oodles of hot water, keeping the cooks and washer-uppers very happy!
Now we are offering to fund 3 extra small radiators to put in the toilets, which will also be very welcome as
winter draws in.
We are in the process of organising our 2nd Christmas Party. If last year’s is anything to go by, this will be a
very happy occasion with turkey and all the trimmings, crackers, entertainment - even Father Christmas may
make an appearance. So, as you can tell, we have had a very successful year.
LM
PS We are catering for upwards of 30 diners at the moment and new people are coming along all the time. If
you think you would like to become part of our happy band, do ‘phone Gillian, Iris or Linda (contact
numbers below) and book yourself in. Numbers are limited and we need to know who’s coming by the
Monday before Wednesday’s Lunch Club so that we can buy enough food. We can cater for special diets vegetarian, gluten-free, diabetic, small portions etc. - just let us know.
Contact Numbers: Gillian ' 738532 or 07721 081797, Iris ' 737648, Linda ' 738629 or 07774 201160

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CAST Halloween Quiz Night October 2010
Coltishall Village Hall and Recreation Ground Charity (aka CAST), wish to thank all who took part in the
fund raising Halloween Quiz Night and would especially like to thank Ann and Robert Watson for
organising and setting the questions, marker and scorer Philip Ames, Keith and Joy Childerhouse for
running the draw and to Carol Harmer for the splendid Spooky Bean Feast.
Our congratulations go to the winning team the Medler family. Overall a sum of £398 was raised towards
the cost of refurbishing the hall heating system. It is hoped to arrange another Halloween Quiz Night in
October 2011.
Many thanks again for making it an enjoyable and popular night.
The Directors of CAST

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Christmas Greetings
Mrs Ruby Wright, 4 Addison Close, Coltishall wishes all her friends and neighbours a very Happy
Christmas. She is unable to send cards this year.
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Vacancies

Several vacancies have arisen with The Marlpit production team. We need a Distribution Manager,
Treasurer and Delivers. This would be an opportunity to make a contribution to your local community.
Please contact any Editor, details on The Back Page, for more information.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coin Design for the 2012 Olympic Games
On 13th October a series of new 50p coins were issued by the Royal Mint,
following a public competition which attracted 27,000 entries. There are
29 designs altogether each one depicting an Olympic or Paralympic sport.
The coin celebrating sailing was designed by Bruce Rushin, a resident of
Horstead. It is now in general circulation.
Bruce is not new to coin design as back in 1996 he won the competition
to design the first ever general circulation £2 coin, which came into
regular use in 1998. He is very proud to have been able to make a
contribution to the forthcoming Olympics through this design and
particularly as it represents sailing, a sport closely linked to the Norfolk
Broads and dear to the hearts of many local residents.
‘Since moving to Norfolk in 1985, I have always found it to be an
inspirational part of the country where the rivers and broads cut across the
landscape dominated by huge skies. Yachts form a shape which link the
water to the sky.’
The Olympic set of coins is available for collecting as well as spending. Readers might like to visit the
Royal Mint website at www.royalmint.com where they can see all 29 designs.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
News from Mercy in Malawi
When we had a Mini-fete in 2008 to raise funds for the sponsorship of
Mercy in Malawi we made so much more than the £180 that was
needed that we were able to send £300 to help to build a toilet for the
girls at her school. I asked Action Aid if, when it was completed to
send a photo a photo of Mercy. To my great delight they did and here
is a photo they sent of Mercy outside the new toilet.
Mercy sent a message, ‘I was so pleased to have the toilets they are
easy to clean and very hygienic. We like going to school now.’
I must explain that the girls stayed away from school because they had
to go into the bushes when they needed the toilet and the boys often
teased them. So thanks to the Sunday School and the lovely people
who helped make the fete such a success we have made life much
better for Mercy and her school friends in Malawi.
I might say too how impressed I am with Action Aid. Their response to
my request was so quick and I am quite sure any money we send them
is used very wisely.
Jill
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The Storm
The dark angry figure kicks the trees down
With his massive metal boots,
He shakes the ground with fear
As he walks over the land
His heavy breath blasts the leaves,
They fall wounded
On the rough ground.
His jagged lightning fingers shooting down
From the black velvety sky,
He drops his snow white hat and covers the ground
Like a white sheet.
Zak Higgins aged 10

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall Church Room Boiler
Good News! Coltishall Parochial Church Council has been awarded a grant of £2,200 to cover the cost of
replacing the old gas wall heaters in the Church Room for a new gas Combi Boiler. This will heat the Room
via 4 big radiators and also provide hot water on demand to the kitchen.
The new boiler is much more efficient than the old heaters and is a big step towards
reducing the Church’s carbon footprint - something which we are very keen to do. So, a
very big Thank You to Biffaward * who awarded us the grant through their Small Grants
scheme. The Church Room is now a great venue, not only for Church meetings and fundraising events, but also for many other groups and private users.
Dr Linda Malpas Treasurer, Coltishall PCC.
For information on hiring the Church Room see the Back Page of The Marlpit.
* Biffaward is managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts as part of the Landfill
Communities Fund and is regulated by ENTRUST. For more information about
Biffaward ' 01636 670 000 or go to www.biffaward.org.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute
In the absence of our President, Sylvia Coward, the meeting was chaired by Janot King,
one of our Vice-Presidents. A warm welcome was given to members and guests,
apologies taken, and the minutes were read and approved. This was followed by a short
business agenda.
A report on the Autumn Federation Meeting was given and also an update on our entry
for the Cator Cup. 2011 diaries and calendars were distributed. Members were invited to
be selected for the 2011 committee. Correspondence was speedily dealt with prior to the
social part of our meeting.
Sadly we were let down by the speaker arranged for this, our Birthday Meeting, who could not attend.
‘Belly Dancing’ was on the programme so imagine our disappointment when she did not come. There we
were all set to take part and see what parts could sway and wiggle with her to no avail. Instead, we had an
enjoyable quiz identifying members from childhood photographs. Ah well, you can’t win them all!
We are now getting ready for the Christmas celebrations and, from your local WI, we wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a very good New Year.
The December meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th December at 7.30pm. This will
be our Christmas Party when entertainment has been arranged. On this evening partners are also most
welcome so please do come along.
The first meeting in 2011 will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 19th January. I, once
again, encourage you to come and see us.
Margaret Montgomery ' 737568
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Extract from the Minutes of Coltishall Parish Council Meeting
Monday 1st November 2010
Police Report: There was one recorded incidence of theft in October
2010. Speeding has been made a high priority in the High Street
Coltishall. Householders were warned to secure sheds and out-houses
following a spate of break-ins and thefts.
There is concern that the number of PCSOs could be reduced under the
Norfolk Police cost cuts which will take place. The next SNAP
meeting is on Monday 20th December at the Jubilee Centre in
Aylsham.
Play Equipment: Phase two of the play area is complete, installed by Wicksteed, and inspected
independently as having low risk to users. A quotation is expected for fencing to enclose the entire play area
with a gate to allow access to children and parents, and grass cutting equipment.
Finance: Peter Baker estimated unavoidable expenditure of £12,000 plus in 2011 - 12, with an estimated
end-of-year bank balance about £2,500. Councillors discussed at length the precept necessary to effect
village repairs and renewals. A separate report will be produced addressing the necessary increase in the
precept and its effect on Coltishall Council Tax payers.
Planning: There were no objections to:
· Application 20101447, The Risings, Church Street. Replacement of front wall.
· Application 20101382, 93 Rectory Road. Alterations and extensions, detached double garage to replace
existing.
· Application 10201402 Dairy Farm House, Wroxham Road. Single storey side extension.
· BA/2010/0316/NEIGHB, 2 Church Close. Alterations to include first floor extension.
Rectory Road Works: Work has commenced in Rectory Road and will continue for a number of weeks.
The road is closed to all traffic except for access by house owners.
Request For Trees On Wroxham Road: Mr and Mrs Beardmore had met with John Harding and Doreen
Snelling to discuss the planting of Rowan trees along Wroxham Road either side of the junction with Kings
Road. Mr Beardmore explained that HGVs cut into the verge, damaging it, and vehicles use their drive-way
and adjoining grass verge to turn on, causing deep furrows in the grass and making the area muddy and
unsightly. It was resolved that a meeting should be requested with Highways to ascertain their views before
making a decision, and that other options should be explored.
County Councillor’s Report: James Carswell was congratulated on his appointment to the Cabinet as
member for Culture, Customer Services and Communications which he hoped would give him a stronger
voice in the community. He reported that the launch of the Big Conversation would explain issues, cuts in
grants, necessary efficiency savings, and give the public an opportunity to influence decisions made by those
for whom they had voted. The intention is to protect front-line services as far as possible, and the County
Council actively encourage public input on where cuts should be made, and which services must be retained.
District Councillor’s Report: Alan Mallett reported that Broadland DC intended to hold its share of
council tax (8% approx) without any significant cut in front-line services. There would be reorganisations in
the future, but for the time being it was ‘business as usual’.
Minutes: The full minutes of the parish meetings are available on the Parish website www.coltishall.org.uk.
Next Meeting: The next meeting is on Monday 10th January 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale: Thomson Sky HD Box. Good Condition with Remote and Instruction Book. £30. ' 738620.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale: Rabok Treadmill little used £750 new will accept £350. Fridge Tricity Bendix frost-free good
working order £15. Howard Rotovator £250. Petrol Strimmer Spear and Jackson hardly used with Brush
Cutters and Harness £90. Solid Wood Shed 12 x 10 sectional - buyer collect all offers considered. 25 Fir
Trees 5ft high £50 the lot. Portable Gas like a Super Sur with gas bottle £25. Suncamp Free Standing
Awning with 1 bedroom £25. 2 Ladders for Motor Home Luton offers. 2 small TVs offers considered.
' 737000, 2 Lodge Cottages, Horstead.
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Coltishall Parish Precept
At the Parish Council meeting on Monday 1st November the Council discussed the Parish precept for next
year. This is the amount you, as Coltishall parishioners, pay towards the running of Coltishall.
After a debate it was agreed that the precept would rise from the present £13,500 per annum to £27,000, an
increase of 100%.
As this is a large increase in the precept I thought it only right that I should explain to you why we have
made this decision and the effect it will have on your household budget.
Coltishall Parish Council has several assets it is responsible for including two playing fields, a village hall,
two pavilions, a war memorial, various seats around the village and a part share in a common. All these cost
money to maintain.
In the past many remedial tasks were undertaken by volunteer groups and utilising the goodwill of the
community, which enabled the Council to maintain a traditionally low precept. Sadly, despite the best
efforts of many organisations and individuals, that level of support is not what it once was, which has
resulted in under funding.
Next financial year the Parish Council’s income, excluding the precept, is expected to be approximately
£2,700. However, it has several items of expenditure it has to fund. This includes the Parish Clerk’s salary
and expenses, playing field grass and verge cutting, insurances, contributions towards the cutting of the
graveyard grass and church clock maintenance and several smaller items. These will total approximately
£12,500 next year.
You will see from this that if the precept continued at its present level there would be little scope to maintain
the Parish assets.
The Council has drawn up a list of things it needs to do and a list of things it would like to do over the next
few years to both maintain the current assets and provide additional items, including full renovation of the
war memorial, replacing the heating system in the village hall, providing a ramp to the fire exit to the
Lounge in the village hall, and general improvements to the football and cricket pavilion; the list goes on.
The Parish Plan questionnaire replies showed that Coltishall parishioners wanted to use the facilities we
have in the village and also wanted these facilities to be improved and extended. None of this could happen
if the Parish precept remained at this year’s level. The Parish Council will be preparing and publishing a
rolling three year plan to make sure that the money is spent where it is needed most and that value for money
is obtained.
I will now deal with the cost to you as Coltishall Council taxpayers. The table below shows how much each
council tax band is paying this year and how much this will increase to next year.
Band
2010/11
2011/12

A
£14.99
£29.98

B
£17.55
£35.10

C
£19.98
£39.96

D
£22.55
£45.10

E
£27.54
£55.08

F
£32.54
£65.08

G
£37.53
£75.06

H
£44.96
£85.92

As a matter of interest other parishes with similar numbers of properties collected the following precepts this
financial year: Buxton with Lamas £30,000; Cawston £21,350; and Salhouse £24,876.
Whilst we appreciate that this is a large percentage increase, in real terms it actually represents an average of
50p extra per week per household. Yet this increase will allow the Parish Council to ensure Coltishall
remains a great place to live with facilities available for all to enjoy.
John Harding Chairman, Coltishall Parish Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Life Around the Village Green
What was a green? When did they appear in the landscape? Who lived around them? Where
did people live? All this and much more will be revealed in the ten week course.
Wednesdays 10.00am, 1½ hour sessions. 10 meetings from 12th January 2011. Course
Number: C2217270. Fee £44. Tutor Michael Hardy. Broadland Youth and Community
Centre, Stalham Road, Hoveton, NR12 8DJ.
' Carol Hole 01692 630393.
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Notes From Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council October - November

Community Emergency Plan: If there were severe weather, flooding, major power failure or a major fire,
how would Horstead cope? A letter from the Assistant Emergency Planning Officer, Broadland, Simon
Faraday-Drake to the Parish Council has offered help in forming an Emergency Community Response Plan.
The Council debated this at their meeting and have decided that it might warrant further investigation. In the
meantime, if you have skills which you think could be useful to the community in an emergency, please
contact the Parish Clerk on clerk@horsteadparishcouncil.org.uk or ' 736725.
Trees on Norwich Road: Sadly two of these next to the bus shelter have been broken off halfway down.
They have been reported to the County Council and they will both be replaced. The Parish Council is very
grateful to the resident who reported the damage.
Survey: Mill, Playing Field and Pond. At the end of October, the Clerk took a walk around these areas with
the grounds adviser from Norse. As far as the trees are concerned, the risk at the Mill is fairly low and this
area has already been inspected by their tree surgeon on behalf of the Broads Authority earlier this year. At
the playing field one lightning damaged tree should be felled and this recommendation has been passed on to
the landowner for his consideration.
It is at the pond that the most work needs to be done, the main danger being that so much vegetation has
grown up around it that it is not possible in places to distinguish the pond margin. It has been recommended
that as well as strimming back the overgrown vegetation and tidying up generally, the tree canopy should be
lifted. There is probably a deal of rubbish to be cleared out of the pond too. As you may know, the pond
has flooded in each of the last two winters due to a blocked drain. It is likely that with increased rainfall and
leaf litter the drain can no longer cope. Add to this the increased outfall into the pond from the new road
drains and it is apparent that when there is a blockage a great deal more water is flowing into the pond than
can flow out. Too much interference beyond making sure the drain was clear was not advocated as it could
make matters worse.
The notice that was on the site warning people not to go in the pond has disappeared. If anyone knows what
has happened to it the parish council would like to hear from you.
Planning: 20101583 Pine Lodge (Formerly Hillcrest), Buxton Road: Installation of air source heat pump to
east side of dwelling and installation of 2 sun tunnels in east and north roof slopes. The parish council has
raised No Objection to this application.
Playing Field: The release of money from the affordable housing development in Rectory Road means that
the Parish Council is now able to embark on phase three of the playing field upgrade. The council have
agreed in principle to a play tower aimed at younger children, a combi adventure trail consisting of various
climbing ropes aimed at all age groups, a picnic table and new goal posts and nets. A final decision will be
made when all the costings have been completed. If you have any preferences or still have any requests it is
not too late to put them forward.
Mill Road: In the icy weather last winter several people reported having difficulties negotiating the hill in
Mill Road between the Norwich Road and Green Lane. The parish council have decided to provide a grit
bin which will be placed at the junction of Mill Road and Green Lane for emergency use.
Ever Thought of Being a Councillor: May 2011, which is only few months away, will mean that it is time
for local government elections. This is the opportunity for local residents to put their name forward for
election either to their local parish council or to the district council, or both. Sadly, due to a lack of people
willing to put themselves forward, your parish has had to operate for most of the last four years short of one
or two members. It is really important for local democracy that all eleven seats on the council are filled, so
that a wide range of views can be heard. If you have a wish to become actively involved in your community
all the qualification you need is a willingness to attend meetings regularly and contribute to the debate. So
why not stand for election? Between now and May any parish councillor or the clerk will be willing to talk
to you about what is involved.
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The Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Council is on Wednesday 8th December at 7.30pm. Usually
this meeting is of the finance committee to set the budget, but as there are some unfinished items of urgent
business it has been decided to make it a full council meeting. As always you are welcome to attend.
Finally, Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a
peaceful and prosperous New Year.
Philippa Weightman Parish Clerk, November 2010

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Crime Report for Horstead and Coltishall

7th October to 7th November 2010
In Horstead there were two crimes recorded. Both were recorded as thefts.
In Coltishall there has been one crime reported, this was also classified as theft.
Coltishall Youth Club was visited and the police were made to feel very welcome by the members. The
police were able to provide members with waterproof ghost outfits for Halloween, the added advantage
being they are also reflective. A few of the members were spoken to about staying safe and being courteous
over Halloween.
Halloween seemed to pass off with little or no reported incident.
News from Aylsham SNAP: The last SNAP held on 25th October established the following priorities:
·
·
·
·

Speeding, High Street in Coltishall, Mill Road in Frettenham and Hevingham
Youth related ASB at Mileham Drive, Aylsham.
Youth and alcohol related ASB at Hungate Street.
The next priority setting meeting will take place at the Jubilee Centre from 7.00pm on 20th December.

There have been two burglaries in Coltishall and these are currently under investigation. This is very
unusual for the neighbourhood but resources are being used to ensure public safety. We are advising
householders to:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Always keep doors and windows locked, even when occupied or in hot weather
Leave keys out of sight and away from insecure doors or windows
Fit good quality door and window locks
Consider fitting a letterbox cage to prevent access to door locks
Good external lighting will help deter burglars when its dark
If your home is unoccupied, ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye on it and use timers on internal
lights.

Police Direct: If you would like to receive messages from Norfolk Police concerning crime and disorder in
the neighbourhood you can do so by signing up on www.norfok.police.uk.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Operation Christmas Child
Thank you so much to everybody who has left a Christmas Shoebox in my
porch this year.
Also thanks to The Coltishall Pre-School Group, where the children valiantly
carried out their boxes to the car in the pouring rain. They had to go through a
big puddle to get to the boot of the car which they managed very well.
All the boxes will go to Serbia again this year and will be picked up in the
first week of December from the sorting depot in Spixworth.
Jill
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Horstead Bowls Club
It is with sadness that we learned the death of Michael Blackburn, secretary and a
very keen member of our club, our condolences go out to his wife Jill and their
family.
Michael was a very popular member of the club and will be greatly missed by all
those who have played with him, and as a secretary he will be very hard to
replace.
It was a pleasure to have known him and grateful for the wonderful support he
gave to our Club Captain.
Nothing much happens bowls-wise at this time of year, next seasons fixtures will
be arranged early in the new year as will the Presentation Evening due to be held
in March.
New members are always welcome to join our friendly club, registration night will be announced in The
Marlpit at a later date.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall Commons Trust
October 2010
A number of quite large projects are coming to fruition between now and next spring. This kind of work is
best done at the quiet time of year but planning these jobs has been ongoing for quite some time.
Lower Common: By the time you read this the car park entrance should have been repaired. Reinforced
concrete to a depth of eight inches for two metre beyond the existing apron will have been laid. This should
ensure that all the wheels of vehicles leaving the car park are on a solid area and not able to spin and loosen
the other material. Also the concrete will be laid to ensure that surface water is drained away from the other
surface material which is thought to have been a contributory factor in eroding the surface adjacent to the
speed hump. Of course there will always be repair work needed to the remaining surface but this work
should greatly reduce the need for this and make the whole area more durable.
The Trust has agreed to work with the Broads Authority to jointly
finance a replacement wooden bridge over the dyke. The aim is to make
the Common more accessible to disabled people. Consequently the new
bridge will be wider and the access to it more wheelchair friendly.
Quite a number of boundary post were replaced at the Anchor Street end
of the Common before the planned fete in the summer. It was
disappointing to see that several more were broken before the day of the
fete. Despite the quite considerable cost involved the wooden posts just
don’t seem to be as durable as we would have hoped, therefore they are
to be replaced with powder coated galvanised steel posts that will blend
in with the wooden ones. As posts are broken they will be replaced with
the new type.
The dyke between the car park and the common has been cleaned out. Our thanks for this go to Roy Smith,
we really appreciate his help with this work and it has ensured that the dyke is really free from obstruction.
The spoil will be levelled off in due course. The small copse close to the dyke will be looked at to ensure
that this area is being managed in the best way. The crowns on some trees adjacent to the island will be
lifted in the near future.
Upper Common: The cattle are due to be moved off the marsh area now. All the dykes and ditches on and
around the Common and marsh are scheduled to be cleaned and cleared early in the New Year. This is work
that will be carried out in collaboration with the Coltishall Parish Council and the Norfolk Rivers Authority.
All work will be completed before the cattle return to the marsh and the birds start to nest.
An area near the pumping station will be prepared to plant a tree, probably a maple, in memory of Alan
Spinks who gave so much of his time to promote the wellbeing of the commons.
Ling Common: There were no reported problems here.
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News From The Bell Tower
This year seems to have flown by, and during the year we have had some great visitors
from far and near asking to ring at St John’s, and we have always been very pleased to
welcome them. On Sunday 17th October a group from Kemsing in Kent rang with us,
and the last time they visited was when the roof was being re-thatched, so they were very
interested to see what was going on. This time they were all staying on cruisers on the
common, there were ten of them!
During October our old friends Lesley and Simon Graves from Maidstone area, popped in, they usually visit
us in June when on holiday at good old Hemsby, but they spotted an advert for a holiday at Caister-on-Sea in
one of the Sunday papers, and booked it! They really do seem to like Norfolk and assure us they will be
back in June to ring with us again.
This must surely be the last wedding this year we rang for at Hevingham, on Saturday 23rd October, between
Charlotte Gilson and Ian Reed, at St Mary The Virgin Church. This is another of those churches where you
climb the ladder and knock three times and go up through the trap door! Although it was a very wet and
windy day with just the odd spell of sunshine, the bride and her bridesmaids in lovely off the shoulder
gowns looked radiant, and so we wish Charlotte and Ian much happiness in the future life together.

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year, so until next time which will be in the
New Year. Enjoy your Ringing.
Audrey Weston Secretary

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall PF Bowls Club
Luckily the weather held for the Closing of the Green and barbecue which was late this year as matches had
to be rescheduled - mostly due to the weather. We had a spider, competitions, raffle, delicious food and
made a profit. Many thanks are due to the organizers, particularly the cooks for a lovely afternoon.
As far as league competitions are concerned, we were top of Division 2 in the City League so should be
elevated. We didn’t do so well in Division 2 of the Yare League so will probably be relegated. There are no
divisions in the North Walsham League but finished about half way. We reached the final of the North
Walsham Knock Out Cup but only got to the second round of the Cawston Floodlit League.
Several members played in County Competitions and our Captain, Tony Elvin, got
through to the final of the national singles in Skegness. Several blocks did well in
weekend competitions at Sheringham, Erpington, Aylsham and Cawston.
The Annual General Meeting took place on 21st October and the officers are:
President - Lesley Shingles, Chairman and Secretary - Ray Thompson, Treasurer Hazel Bell, Groundsman - Brian Bell, Captain - Tony Elvin, Vice-captain - Brian Bell.
As a social event we had dinner at The Mead on Saturday 27th November.
We enjoyed taking part in the Village Fete and look forward to the next one when we hope to widen the
scope of our contribution. We have not arranged bingo sessions this autumn as previous support proved
disappointing. Other fundraising activities are being investigated.
Pam Thompson
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The Jubilee Players
By the time you read this, the cast of our pantomime, Robinson Crusoe, should have been chosen and will be
busy rehearsing. Designs for scenery will be discussed, props will begin to take shape and costumes will be
hauled out of boxes and taken from hangers in the search for the perfect outfit.
Who knows how many grass skirts and coconut shells may be needed and if colourful creatures of the deep
may be found lurking in the darkest recesses of the scenery store with palm trees and sailing ships!
The Jubilee Players will present Robinson Crusoe, by Jim Sperinck, at the
Tithe Barn, Horstead from Wednesday 23rd - Saturday 26th February 2011.
Evening performances start at 7.30pm with matinees Friday and Saturday
at 2.30pm.
Tickets: £6, Concessions £5 (Not Friday and Saturday nights) Children £4.
This is the school half-term holiday, so if you are looking for a treat for
the children and yourselves, then book early to avoid disappointment!
Robinson Crusoe is a traditional pantomime full of comedy and action in
which Robinson is driven from his native Plymouth to find adventure on
the high seas, under the sea, and of course, on his desert island.
Seats for the pantomime are booked according to a numbered seating plan, so come to our special booking
session to get the best seats in the house!
Tickets go on sale on Saturday 8th January 12.30 - 1.30pm, The Tithe Barn, and thereafter from Carol White,
The Forge, Horstead ' 737665.
The Jubilee Players welcome anyone who has an interest in costumes, backstage, onstage, scenery, set
building, or indeed any of the numerous other roles that make a production possible.
For further details please call our secretary, Ros Chamberlin ' 736287, come along to the auditions, or call
in for a chat at the Tithe Barn on (most) Wednesday evenings.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club

To the relief of local residents, it was not an invasion force, just a lone Dalek who arrived outside Roys of
Wroxham on Saturday 30th October to help Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club promote World Sight Day.
Club President, Terry Vout, and other Lions donned blindfolds and were led by the Dalek, courtesy of Chris
Potter of Charity Dalek Squad, along the street to emphasise the importance of eye care. Volunteers from
the Norfolk and Norwich Association for the Blind also attended along with guide dog Lila to draw attention
to the various types of sight problems and the work of the association. Special glasses replicating the
degrees of sight problems were available for members of the public to try out. President Terry said, “While
many people are conscious of the need for regular eye checks it is surprising just how many take their
eyesight for granted and this type of event can only be beneficial.”
The final word came from Charity Dalek who said, “Have your eyes checked regularly. I have only one and
without it I cannot see to Exterminate!
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Farm to Fork and Fish

Rob Mutimer from Swannington Farm to Fork together with Mathew and Nicola Colchester of the
Recruiting Sergeant would like to welcome you to visit their new butchery, fish shop and deli at Horstead:
Farm to Fork and Fish.
Opened on 12th October, the shop sits within Randells site, opposite the Recruiting Sergeant. The new shop
sells a variety of meats from Rob’s butchery including his own outdoor reared pork and lamb and beef from
the Child family at Hevingham. The fresh fish is supplied by Mathew and will arrive at the shop daily from
Lowestoft harbour and from fishermen on the North Norfolk Coast.
Matthew’s new range of hot pies and sausage rolls are available daily, plus additional deli treats including
chutneys, charcuterie, sauces, a range of cheeses, herbs and ready meals made by the Recruiting Sergeant
chefs.
Please call in and visit our two butchers, James and Toby, they are trained chefs and will be happy to advise
on how to cook, or which wines are suitable for your meal. At the same time pick up a Christmas order
form ready for your festive celebrations, locally produced free range turkey, goose, chicken or beef pork
lamb and fish all you need for the special day.
We look forward to seeing you. ' 266129, www.farmtoforkandfish.co.uk, info@farmtoforkandfish.co.uk.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Christmas At The Railway Tavern
The Railway Tavern are delighted to announce their Christmas plans for 2010. Landlord Dave Chisnell
feels this is their strongest Christmas line up yet. He explained, ‘We’ve kept all the good things we’ve done
in past years, added a bit to some of them and even doubled others. The Christmas Carol service is back,
open fires and chestnuts will be available every night throughout December and we had so much fun with
last year’s fancy dress this year we’re having two!’
This year’s Carol Service will be held from 8.00pm on
Wednesday 22nd December and David is hoping to built on
the success of last year’s service. ‘We were bowled over by
the response we got last year and are delighted that Chris and
his team are coming back this year for another service.
There will, of course, be mince pies and mulled wined free of
charge throughout the evening.’
On Christmas Eve the Railway welcomes back the Killer
Tomatoes for their Christmas themed fancy dress evening.
‘Last year we had penguins, polar bears, turkeys and
snowmen as well as an assortment of Father and Mamma
Christmases. Anyone who didn’t attend but wants to see the
fun should log on to our Facebook page ‘What’s On At The
Railway’ and take a look at the photos.’
On Christmas Day the pub will open for lunch time drinks between 12.00noon and 2.00pm.
Boxing Day sees the traditional Christmas quiz at 8.00pm and New Year’s Eve sees another exciting
evening in store. ‘The only thing better than one fancy dress party is two fancy dress parties,’ explained
David ‘and New Year’s Eve will give everyone a chance to dress up as their favourite movie or television
character. We’re expecting a plethora of Clint Eastwoods, Marilyn Monroes and even a few Ena Sharples!
Dressing up is not obligatory but if you’re looking for the best night out then coming to the Railway is
mandatory.’

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale: Two Tiered Food Steamer. Brand new, still boxed up. £8. ' 737708.
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Don’t Get In A Flap This Christmas!
Lots of our customers tell us that they have nightmares about cooking the Christmas lunch! We tell them to
keep it as simple as possible and just think of it as a glorified Sunday lunch. It is important that everyone
enjoys Christmas Day and that includes the cook! It is also a golden opportunity to enjoy a truly Norfolk
Christmas - all the delicious ingredients for your Christmas lunch can be sourced from our wonderful
county. Here are a few tips to help you on your way.
One of the most important things is to prepare as much as you can before the big day, for example, on
Christmas Eve you can trim the sprouts and prepare the other veg - they will be fine in the fridge. You can
make your cranberry sauce a few weeks before hand and freeze it - why not try the delicious recipe in our
farm shop. If you haven’t got any spare time before Christmas just buy your bread sauce, cranberry sauce
and stuffing readymade - keep it simple.
For maximum flavour buy a free range bird that has been raised slowly. If it has been able to grow
naturally, you will really be able to tell the difference in the quality and taste. It is better to buy a whole
turkey rather than a breast roast as much of the flavour comes from the bones during cooking time. Wash
your turkey inside and out and wipe dry. Rub the neck and body cavities with salt and freshly ground black
pepper and place in the fridge until you are ready to stuff it.
Only loosely stuff your bird as the stuffing will swell during
cooking. As a general rule allow about 8oz (225g) of stuffing to
5lb (2.3kg) of bird (dressed weight). I usually place a piece of
stale bread over the vent of the bird to prevent the juices escaping.
Tie the legs together with string. I like to put a couple of whole
peeled onions in the tin alongside the bird as well.
Rub the bird with softened butter and place breast up in a roasting tin. Cover the breast with unsmoked
bacon and wrap loosely in tin foil. Some people prefer to place the bird breast down as they say it ensures
the flesh is moist. It’s a matter of personal taste so long as you baste the bird regularly during cooking I
have never found this to be necessary.
Place the bird in the preheated oven at 350F, 180C or Gas Mark 4. A 3.5 - 4kg (8 - 11lbs) bird will take at
least 3½ - 4 hours cooking time and a 5.5 - 8kg (11 -15lbs) bird will take at least 4 - 5 hours cooking time.
Make sure you baste the bird from time to time and then around one hour before the end of cooking time
open the foil up to allow the breast to brown. Baste more regularly during this time to ensure the breast
doesn’t dry out.
Remove the bird from the oven ‘to rest’ about 30 minutes before you want to serve it. This allows the flesh
to firm up so making carving easier. To check that your bird is cooked, insert a skewer into the thigh and if
the juices run clear then the bird is cooked.
Serve with roast potatoes cooked in goose fat, local Brussels sprouts, parsnips, swede, Yorkshire puddings,
cranberry sauce and bread sauce.
What’s in season over the festive season? Brussels sprouts, cabbage, including red cabbage, caulis (frost
permitting), leeks, parsnips, swede, turnips, carrots, celeriac, and from store, main crop potatoes, onions,
Cox and Bramleys, plus game, turkey, goose and chicken. Good luck!
Judith Taylor HFG Farm Shop

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Life Story Book
Are you creative, have a few hours a week to spare and have excellent listening skills?
You sound like the perfect Life Story Book Volunteer for North
Norfolk. You will help create a Life Story Book which is a
collection of photographs and memories of a person’s life that now
has dementia.
The benefits for a person living with dementia being, the satisfaction of producing the book and enjoying the
completed album with others. It is also very helpful in care home situations helping staff to communicate.
Please contact Helen Dingle ' 763517, helen.dingle@alzheimers.org.uk. Registered Charity No. 296645.
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Silver Surfers @ Hautbois
28th February - 4th March 2011
This relaxed and friendly training is a two and a half day course, spread over the week, led by local
computer firm Coltishall Computers. Designed with the user in mind the course will look at the basic
function of your computer, how to browse the internet, use Internet based emails and transfer photos from
camera to computer.
All of this will take into account your knowledge already acquired and go completely
at everyone’s own pace. All equipment is provided, though you may bring your
own, and accommodation is on a full board basis. Day places are available with
lunch and refreshments each day. £175 per person full board Monday to Friday or
£28 for day guests for course and lunch.
For further information, please contact the team at Hautbois. 5 Great Hautbois Road, Coltishall, Norfolk,
NR12 7JN. ' 737357 or email admin@hautbois.org.uk.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Christmas Cheer At The Red Lion
Supporting The Lions Club: All donations for our lights display and profits from our Christmas draw will
be given to the Lions Club.
Wednesday 1st December:
· Father Christmas will be arriving in his sleigh to turn on our lights display at 6.00pm
· Calling all Carol Singers. We are planning a carol singing evening from 5.00pm. If
you or your group are interested please call to organise your time slot as soon as
possible. The Carol singing evening will be rounded off with some of our staff and
locals singing some alternative Christmas Carols.
· Steak Night tonight will not only be great value as always but we will also give a glass
of Mulled wine with each steak. Steak nights continue Every Wednesday throughout
December.
Thursday 2nd December Onwards: Christmas Parties begin, please come and pick up a menu for your
Christmas party. Entertainment also available, we will organise a quiz, disco etc please call in with your
requirements for a quote.
Tuesday 14th December: Christmas Quiz 8.00pm start £1 entry per person, cash prize. Tonight’s special is
stew and dumplings £5.95, Quiz nights continue every Tuesday throughout December.
Sunday 19th December: Christmas Draw 8.00pm start, many prizes, 50p per square, on sale from October.
Christmas Eve: Secret Santa party and disco, bring a random gift for a random person £5 maximum.
Christmas Day: Christmas day lunch served from 12.00noon (book early, tables are filling fast). Bar open
12.00 - 3.00pm.
Boxing Day: Breakfast served from 10.00am. Sunday lunch served from 12.00noon.
New Year’s Eve: Fancy Dress T - Party and disco. From a Tiger to a Tart come dressed as anything
beginning with T. Prize for the best fancy dress. Free entry or be one of our VIPs for £15 and get a drink of
your choice on arrival, a buffet and a glass of champagne to see the New Year in. Breakfast challenge, can
you party until breakfast, full English breakfast available to those who can.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale: Fibre Optic Christmas Church light in original box with all instructions. In excellent condition.
£12. ' 738343.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale: Denby ‘Potter’s Wheel’ 7 saucers, 7 cups, milk jug and sugar basin. £15. Old ceramic jelly
moulds - various patterns. Audio books on disc, Anthony Horowitz - Stormbreaker, Charlie Higson - Silver
Finn and El Young - Storm £5 each. Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone (7 discs) £8. X Box 360
games, The Simpsons Hit and Run, Fifa 08, Ghost Recon Island Thunder, £5 each. ' 737637.
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Happy Green Christmas!
Now that Christmas is really upon us, let’s not forget all the good work we’ve done this year - reducing
waste.
·
·
·
·

Try to avoid gifts surrounded by piles of packaging
Buy cards and paper made with recycled paper or with
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) logo
Take a ‘bag-for-life’ bag when we go shopping and
say ‘No!’ to plastic carriers
Re-use last year’s Christmas cards cut up as gift tags.

And the food . . .
· Try not to go mad in the supermarket, buying piles of
food which we cannot eat
· Buy local produce where possible, or, if not, look for
ethically-sourced or Fairtrade goods.
Remember last Christmas and the piles of paper, plastic, cards and food which awaited the first rubbish
collection after the celebrations. Surely we can do better this year. Let’s keep it to a minimum.
Eco-Warrior

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Record Breaking Nights are Real Fun at The Red Lion This Winter
We asked the question Can you beat these records? 65 Beer mats flipped in 1 stack is now 66 by Buz, he
also managed to hold 175 beer mats in 1 stack in the grip of one hand. He may have got big hands but Buz
only managed 50 between his teeth and needed a Duvet day to recover. As for the beer mats held between
your teeth the old total of 56 by Lerch has been beaten with a massive 65 for the males by Mike Cross from
Essex, so he has now set the challenge to anyone who beats this that he will return to reclaim his place on
our ‘Beams of Fame’. The female champion is Rebecca Brine with 55 beer mats (although she did get a
paper cut and had everyone in hysterics No Duvet day was required)
Sunday evenings seem to be the nights that most people try the
Challenges on 7th November quite a few tried the 3CCTT. In plain
English 3 cream crackers time trials. The plates with the 3 Dry Jacobs
Cream Crackers were handed out to all who wanted to try. Jon got
the timers, explained the rules, no drinking in between start to finish
all crackers and any crumbs had to be eaten. With that clear ‘3, 2, 1,
Munch’ everyone started but not all finished.
The record was set by Hazel with 1.34secs Gavin managed 1.36secs and Phil the print gave up after 4
minutes with still half a cracker on his plate. Who would have guessed people could have so much fun
eating crackers.
Sunday 14th was a 1 minute dried bean plate swap, where you had to move the beans from the full plate to
the empty one by sucking at the beans through a straw and dropping them onto the empty plate. Becks
started well but Laura got a duff straw and the giggles after being told to suck harder. Buz tried but the
evening was Phil the print’s night with 69 beans moved. He also managed to break Jon’s 2p elbow catch
with a total of 27 two pence pieces.
Who knows what records will be set in the next couple of weeks, join us from 8.00pm or find out in the next
Marlpit. We would like this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a very prosperous New
Year.
Jon and Dawn Queripel

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Greetings and Thanks
Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and would
like to thanks all members of the public who have supported us in 2010.
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Hoveton, Wroxham and District Gardening Club
Non-members are cordially invited on Friday 3rd December Hoveton Village Hall
7.30pm. Mrs C Philcox will give an illustrated talk on ‘A Year in the Veg
Patch’. Come and join us for mince-pies, raffle etc. Free Admission.
Congratulations to the winners of last month’s competition. Plant - Mrs Pam
Culley and Scones - Mrs Maureen Wilson.
Saturday 15th January, Hoveton Village Hall 7.30pm, Annual General Meeting.
For more details call Pam Culley ' 782041.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Schools Need School Governors
Being a school governor is very rewarding. It’s a way of making sure that all our children have the very best
opportunities available. This is an opportunity to put something back into your community, to make a
difference. Norfolk currently has over 700 governor vacancies in various categories in schools across the
county.
School governors do not need to have any special qualification, have a highpowered job or be a parent - in fact the most important quality is a real
desire to help provide children with the best possible education and be
willing to work as part of a team. The best governing bodies are often made
up from a wide mix of people from all walks of life, allowing different
opinions, skills and fresh ideas that can benefit a school. In recognition of
this need, national charity School Governors’ One-Stop Shop (SGOSS) has
teamed up with Norfolk County Council in a new drive to encourage local
people to volunteer as school governors.
School governors represent the largest group of volunteers in the country and are essential to the success of
our schools. Acting as a ‘critical friend’ to the head teacher, governors provide strategic management and
support. They are involved in making a range of important decisions about how a school is run, from
managing its budget to appointing senior staff and planning for a school’s future. People frequently ask how
much time is needed to be an effective governor and are often surprised to find that the average time
commitment is just 6 - 8 hours per term, which allows volunteers to attend meetings, visit the school, and do
the paperwork. New governors are also expected to attend a one day free induction course, essential to help
them understand their role.
Each governing body is made up of parents, staff, local authority representatives and community governors,
the latter bringing an external perspective and passion for their area, complementing the standpoint of other
governors and adding their own value to the education system. Whilst the dedication of school governors
adds enormous value to local schools, there are also clear benefits in terms of personal development. The
role gives volunteers an opportunity to develop a range of transferable skills, work in a team and meet new
people whilst developing a new awareness of the education system.
SGOSS works in partnership with Norfolk County Council and provides a free service working with local
schools, businesses and community groups in Norfolk to place new governor volunteers where they are most
needed. Contact Pam Richardson, SGOSS ' 0207 288 3539, Pamala.richardson@sgoss.org.uk or visit
www.sgoss.org.uk.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Jumble Sale
Tunstead Primary School
Saturday 5th February 2010
10.00am to 12.00noon
Everyone Welcome, Refreshments Available
All proceeds to Friends of Tunstead Primary School Registered Charity 1039818
All donations of clean jumble will be gratefully received at The School or call ' 737395 for collection
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Trading Standards Top Ten Tips for Christmas Shopping
Did you know you have no automatic right to a refund if you just change your mind? Or that you may have
more rights when you buy from a catalogue than a shop? If we all know our rights we can make better
decisions and avoid some of the pitfalls of Christmas shopping. Using feedback from Norfolk shoppers,
Trading Standards has put together a list of 10 top tips to help people have a merrier Christmas.
Unwanted Presents: Shops don’t have to take things back unless there’s something wrong with them but
often help out of goodwill. Check before you buy and ask if they do gift receipts.
Receipts: Proof of purchase is very important if you do need to return anything. Put receipts in a safe place
as soon as you start shopping.
Check It Out: Check presents before you wrap them. This avoids upsets on Christmas day and helps you
sort things out quickly with shops if there’s a problem.
Credit: Think about paying by credit card for goods over £100. You may get extra protection if things go
wrong, but make sure you know the full cost and can afford the repayments.
Debt: Don’t let money problems pile up. You can check where to get free impartial advice at
www.norfolk.gov.uk/managingyourfinances. We’ve created a booklet ‘Looking to the future’ which
highlights some of the support available locally. Download it from the site or ' 0344 800 8020 to get a
copy.
Christmas Shops: Be very careful with ‘Christmas shops’ and one-day sales that appear overnight. They
often disappear just as quickly with no one left to complain to if things go wrong.
Delivery: If you’re ordering presents, get written confirmation they’ll be delivered in time. If you don’t,
you might get an estimated delivery date only and have to accept goods after Christmas.
Buying From Home: You have the right to change your mind with most things bought on line or by mail
order. If you’re buying over the internet, you also get protection against fraud if you pay by credit or debit
card.
Fakes: Watch out for cheap fakes as they’re likely to be poor quality and could be unsafe. Common ones at
Christmas are designer clothes, watches and perfume.
Toys: Stick to age warnings on toys and look for safety signs like the Lion mark. Make sure younger
children don’t get hold of toys made for older ones and check for loose parts or sharp points.
For more advice contact Consumer Direct ' 08454 04 05 06 or visit www.consumerdirect.gov.uk.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Marlpit
Wishes All
Our Readers
A Merry Christmas
And
A Happy New Year
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Wroxham Library
Bookstart Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time at Wroxham Library
Songs and rhymes for babies and toddlers, parents and carers
Fortnightly during term time, 9.30 - 10.15am
All children must be accompanied by an adult
Happy Hours at Wroxham Library
2 for the price of 1 on DVDs and CDs
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Wednesday 2.00 - 5.00pm
Thursday 4.30 - 7.30pm
Games Morning
Every Monday. Drop in any time 10.00am and 12.30pm for our regular social event. Refreshments.
Card Swap
1 Tuesday of the month beginning 7th December at 3.30pm.
st

Come and see our new and improved children’s area including story sacks to borrow, free for 3 weeks.
Join us for free coffee and mince pie at our Christmas Coffee Morning
Monday 13th December 10.00am - 12.30pm.
For further details please contact Wroxham Library
' 782560 or wroxham.lib@norfolk.gov.uk
Norfolk County Council at Your Service

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
What’s On At The Railway

Monday 6th
Monday 13th

December’s Big Movies
Inception. Starring Leonardo Di Caprio. Film of the year - don’t miss it!
The Expendables. Star studded cast led by Sylvester Stallone in a superb action thriller.
Friday 3rd
Saturday 4th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Friday 17th
Saturday 18th
Friday 24th
Friday 31st
Saturday 8th
Thursday 13th
Saturday 15th
Saturday 22nd
Friday 28th
Saturday 29th

December’s Music
Karaoke
Get Carter - Dynamic Modern Rock Band
Open Folk Night
Karaoke
Rock Classics with Superaction Heroes
Karaoke
Rockabilly fun with V8 Rumble
Punking good fun with the Killer Tomatoes
New Year’s Eve Disco/Karaoke
January’s Music
Fun Rock with Bleaky and The Bopcats
Open Folk Night
Rock Classics with To The Last
Rock and Blues from the Mucked Up Funkies
Karaoke
Classic Rock/Blues/Country with Fender Bender Boogie Band
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The Churches

From the Revd. Christopher Engelsen
Dear friends
‘It is Merry Christmas, everybody’s having fun’. Remember that one ? We shall soon hear it on radio, TV , or in
background festive muzak very soon. Christmas is one of the calendar’s certainties. We would have to escape to a
desert island to completely avoid the bright lights, recorded carols and the shops call to start your present buying. But
even if you were on a desert island - I think you may raise a glass (or coconut shell) to toast the season.
Yes, Christmas does come to interrupt the routine of dark winter days - and its simple message is that God is with us.
God’s coming (His advent) to us is a divine interruption of holiness, mysterious joy and a love that will not let us go.
Just look at the Christmas story - Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds, the Wise Men, - all were ‘surprised by joy’ through
the birth of the Christ Child. They had to set aside for a while their usual routine in order to welcome him into this
world. So we too, are invited to come and worship Jesus, set aside time to feel the mystery of God with us, born in this
child. There is much to preoccupy us - from the recession to our own personal needs and circumstances - but the
message of Christmas is the same - God is here for you, present in all people and things. Please see ‘Worship in the
Benefice’. I wish you all the deep peace of Jesus Christ for this Christmas and throughout the New Year.
Christopher
† † † † † † † † † †
Worship in the Benefice
th

5 December
8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am

The Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Horstead
Morning Prayer at All Saints’, Hainford
Family Service at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Holy Communion at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

8th December
10.00am

Wednesday
Holy Communion at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall

12th December
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at Holy Trinity, Great Hautbois
Morning Prayer at All Saints’, Horstead
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Hainford
Holy Communion at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Morning Prayer at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham
Carol Service at Horstead Church

19th December
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm
6.00pm

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Horstead
Morning Prayer at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Carol Service at Frettenham
Carol Service at Hainford
Carol Service at Stratton Strawless

24th December
3.00pm
11.30pm
11.30pm

Christmas Eve
Crib Service at Great Hautbois Church
Midnight Mass at Horstead Church
Midnight Mass at Stratton Strawless

21

25th December
9.30am
10.00am
10.00

Christmas Day
Holy Communion at Hainford Church
Morning Prayer at Coltishall Church
Holy Communion at Frettenham

26th December
8.00am
3.00pm

St Stephen
Holy Communion at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Christingle and Carols, Coltishall Church

2nd January
8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am

Epiphany Sunday
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Horstead
Morning Prayer at All Saints’, Hainford
Family Service at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Holy Communion at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

9th January
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

The Baptism Of Christ
Holy Communion at Holy Trinity, Great Hautbois
Holy Communion at All Saint’s, Hainford
Morning Prayer at All Saints’, Horstead
Holy Communion at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Morning Prayer at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

16th January
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
3.00pm

The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Morning Prayer at All Saint’s, Hainford
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Horstead
Morning Prayer at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Holy Communion at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham
Family Fun Church and Tea, Horstead Tithe Barn

23rd January
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion at All Saints’, Hainford
Morning Prayer at All Saints’, Horstead
Holy Communion at St. John the Baptist, Coltishall
Morning Prayer at St. Swithin’s, Frettenham
Candlelit Evensong at St. Margaret’s, Stratton Strawless

30th January
10.00am

Candlemas
Benefice Service of Holy Communion at Hainford Church
No services in other churches
† † † † † † † † † †

Midweek In The Benefice
Bible Study: 8.00pm Tuesday 11th January at the Rectory, Coltishall
Evening Communion: 8.00pm Tuesday 25th January, Coltishall Church
Communion At Brook House: 10.00am Thursday 13th January, Brook House, Hainford Road, Stratton Strawless
Monday Fellowship: 7.30pm each Monday at Avalon, Stratton Strawless Road, Hainford. Clifford ' 898635.
First Wednesdays: Holy Communion at Coltishall Church, 10.00am. Coffee.
† † † † † † † † † †
Caring For Our World
Well done Coltishall School, who gave us a lovely service of readings, art and music on the theme of ‘Sustainability’.
With the help of our Eco-Warriors, we promised to save energy, reduce waste, not waste water, and buy fairly.
† † † † † † † † † †
Horstead Churchyard
Just to let you know that the PCC will be cutting back the bush at the rear of the ashes memorials area, levelling the
ground, and ensuring that the memorials are kept flush with the ground level. This will mean lifting each of the slabs,
(which would have to be done in the case of adding inscriptions, or when stones are refurbished), subject to permission
from the relatives of those commemorated there.
This work will commence in January, and will take a few months to complete. This will greatly improve the general
tidiness of the area. Please contact me if you have any queries or concern.
Thank you for your help and understanding.
Revd. Christopher Engelsen
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Churchyards, Memorials and the Regulations
We are blessed with beautiful Churchyards and grounds in our parishes, and I am keen that all who have memorials for
loved ones in our Churchyards can be helped in knowing the best ways of choosing a memorial - for burial of ashes or
a grave - and support in maintaining them. There are Churchyard Regulations - which I, as Rector, the PCC, and the
families who install memorials, have to abide by. There are copies of these in each of the Churches - and you can
down load them on www.norwich.anglican.org and enter Churchyard Regulations on the site’s search. Or just ask me
for a copy.
The purpose of these regulations is for the memorials to blend in with the church building, and not to detract from other
memorials by standing out too much. So there are rules on the type of stone and size, a prohibiting of kerbs and
chippings, and carved statues. The Church is responsible for ensuring that everything is kept tidy, and the PCC and
other relatives of those remembered in the churchyard are very grateful for the help of relatives in keeping each
memorial tidy. The Regulations do permit small flowers - in a rose bowl on ashes memorials, or in a rose bowl at the
foot of a grave stone. Small bedding flowers can be planted within the site of the grave itself, but not beyond.
These regulations are there to help all of us keep the churchyard tidy and to manage it fairly for everyone. Again, we
are all very grateful for the help given from families and from volunteers. Where regulations in the past have not been
followed, it may be that families have been unaware of them. The lesson we can learn is that the Regulations need to
be more high profile and available so that they can be followed.
I do fully appreciate that this is a sensitive issue, and the last thing I would want is to be a ‘jobs worthy’! However, to
be fair to everyone, I am asking that all of us - myself, the Church Councils, and relatives of those who have
memorials, adhere to the Churchyard Regulations. Please do contact me, if you wish to discuss any matter connected
with the churchyard or have any concerns. We are here to help and support each other.
Revd. Christopher Engelsen.
† † † † † † † † †
Coltishall Church Christmas Concert
Saturday 18th December at 3.00pm
Hand Bells - Cello - Guitar - Piano - Popular Classics - Jazz
Featuring young musicians. Mince Pies and refreshments.
In aid of Coltishall Church funds. £5 on entry.
See you there - don’t miss the third of our popular series!
† † † † † † † † † †

Coffee Morning and Mini-Market (good quality clothing, bric-a-brac, etc) will be held on Tuesdays 7th December from
10.00am till 12.00noon and this will be the last Coffee Morning for this year and will include Christmas Carols. You
are invited to come along and sing Carols and share in the true meaning of Christmas.
On Tuesday 25th January following the Coffee Morning at 12.00noon there will be a time of prayer concluding with a
soup lunch. You will be welcome to share in this very special time of sharing and prayer.
Should you have any good quality clothing or bric-a-brac that you would like to donate to Coltishall Salvation Army
could we please ask that you deliver it to the hall on a Tuesday morning between 10.00am and 12.00noon.
We would like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and health and happiness
in the New Year.
Any enquiries - please contact Major Janet Bishop ' 01692 407079 or ' 01692 403955.
Village Calendar
Tuesday 7th

10.00am - 12.00noon

December
Coffee Morning and Minimarket at Salvation Army, Coltishall with Carols

Tuesday 11th
Tuesday 17th
Tuesday 24th
Tuesday 24th

10.00am - 12.00noon
10.00am - 12.00noon
10.00am - 12.00noon
12.00noon

January
Coffee Morning and Minimarket at Salvation Army, Coltishall
Coffee Morning and Minimarket at Salvation Army, Coltishall
Coffee Morning and Minimarket at Salvation Army, Coltishall
Prayer Time followed by Soup Lunch at Salvation Army, Coltishall
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Roman Catholic Parish
Sacred Heart Church, King Arms Street, North Walsham
St John of the Cross Church, White Hart Street, Aylsham
St Helen’s Church, Horning Road West, Hoveton
Parish Priest: Fr David Bagstaff, 4 Norwich Road, North Walsham, ' 01692 403258
Parish Website: www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com
Services for Advent
St John of the Cross Church
Sacred Heart Church
St Helen’s Church
Sacred Heart Church

Sunday 28th November, 4.00pm, Evening prayer / music for First Sunday of Advent
Saturday 4th December, 3.00pm
Taizé Prayer
Wednesday 15th December7.00pm Carol Service
Sunday 19th December 3.00pm.
Carol Service
19th December - 4th Sunday of Advent

St Helen’s Church
St John of the Cross Church
Sacred Heart Church

Saturday 18th - 5.30pm - anticipatory Mass
Mass - 9.00am
Mass - 11.00am
Christmas Masses

Sacred Heart Church
St John of the Cross
St Helen’s Church

Christmas Eve - 24th

Family Mass for Christmas - 6.00pm,
Midnight Mass - Carols from 11.40pm
Church Christmas Day - 9.00am
Christmas Day - 10.30am
Sunday 26th December - Feast of the Holy Family

St John of the Cross
Sacred Heart Church
St Helen’s

Mass - 9.00am
Mass - 11.00am
Mass - 5.30pm
† † † † † † † † †
Horstead Church News

Quiz Night: This was held at the Tithe Barn on Saturday 13th November.
Once again, thank you so much to Daphne Knights and her team for making
the evening such a success. Congratulations to the winning team ‘Chapelgate’.
Many thanks to Andy Mulligan for setting the questions and Carol White as
Quiz Mistress! Grateful thanks to Janet King for providing us with a delicious
ploughman’s and to everybody who helped to make the evening go with a
swing.
The event raised £330 and ‘Guess The Teddy’s Birthday’, raised £40. Also,
thank you so much to all who donated prizes for the raffle.
Advent Fair: This will be held in the Tithe Barn on Saturday 27th November from 10.00am - 2.00pm. There is a box
at the back of the Church for raffle or tombola items. There will be Cakes, Cards, Gifts, Jewellery and Refreshments.
If you would like to contribute in any way please contact Carol White ' 737665 or Jacqueline Hall ' 736097, all
help would be very much appreciated. ‘Take Note’ will sing a selection of Christmas music at 11.30ish.
Christmas is fast approaching and as life becomes even more hectic please take a break and do join us for our Carol
Service on Sunday 12th December at 6.00pm and we shall also be celebrating Midnight Mass on Friday 24th December
at 11.30pm.
We shall be making the brasses sparkle and decorating the Church on Thursday 23rd December at 10.00am.
Refreshments will be available so do pop in for a coffee, many hands make light work!
Church Flowers: If you would like flowers in memory of someone or to celebrate a special occasion please contact
Mrs Jacqueline Hall ' 736097. Flowers donated have a card placed beside them and will be listed in the Church
News if requested.
As we look back over our Church Year we can reflect on some happy times fundraising for our lovely Church. Thanks
to all members of our Church and the wider community who helped so much this year, as we are desperately trying to
raise money for our much needed water, kitchen and toilet facilities. Our sincere thanks to you all.
May we at All Saints’ Church, Horstead wish you a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Church Wardens: Carol White ' 737665 and Richard Gurney ' 737235.
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Floodlighting for St John the Baptist, Coltishall
Week Commencing
November 28

th

December 5th

In Memoriam

Sponsor

Jenny Holdaway

Peter, Penny and Family

Jenny Holdaway

Peter, Penny and Family

December 12

th

Jenny Holdaway

Peter, Penny and Family

December 12

th

William and Esme Chapman
Nora and Fred

Mr Joe Chapman

Jenny Holdaway

Peter, Penny and Family

Remembering Lee at Christmas
and Grandads John and Bill

Bill and Sue Toomer

December 26th

Muriel and Sophie

Mary, Paul, Marina and Louise Thomas

January 2nd

December 19th
December 19

th

The Bird Family

Michael, Margaret and Denny

January 2

nd

Stanley Meadows

David and Judy Francis

January 2

nd

Margaret Hudson

Gerald, Dale, Sam, Amber and Tina

Floodlighting entries and enquiries to Jill Blackburn ' 737442
† † † † † † † † †
Church for people who don’t go to church. BroadGrace is a friendly,
informal church, serving the people who live in Broadlands and North
Norfolk.
We meet each Sunday at 4.00pm, usually at the Broadlands Community
Centre on Stalham Road, Hoveton and otherwise at Coltishall Village Hall. During December and January, we will be
at the Broadlands Community Centre each Sunday except for 23rd January when we will be at Coltishall Village Hall.
Children of all ages are really welcome with plenty of toys and activities provided for them.
We are having a Community Carol Service at our meeting on Sunday 19th December. Come along and join us at
4.00pm for carols, mince pies, mulled wine and a chance to think about why God chose to be born as a baby. We
would love you to join us.
View more at www.broadgrace.org.uk.
† † † † † † † † †

Christmas Tree Festival 2010
Wroxham, Hoveton, Belaugh Group of Churches
There will be a wonderful display of around 50 decorated Christmas Trees
St Mary’s Church Wroxham (off the A 1151)
One of Broadlands most beautiful Churches
Friday 3rd to Sunday 12th December 2010. 10.30am - 5.00pm
The exhibits are in 4 groups:
Charities, Childrens, Businesses, Organisations and Clubs
Visitors are asked to judge their favourite Tree in each group - the winner in each group will receive a prize
Refreshments will be available throughout the Festival
Entry to include a programme £3.50 Adults, £1 Children under 10 years - payable on the door
Any Enquiries please ' 01692 630892 or ' 783399
In aid of Wroxham Group of Churches and Local Charities
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