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The MARLPIT
The introduction to our Look Back down Memory Lane can
best be said by Hazel Grimsdale writing an accolade for the
10th anniversary of the magazine in 1987.

On the following pages we remember some of those who helped and if some are not
included be rest assured it is not by design but by chance. We have trawled through
some of the back copies we have accumulated in The Marlpit archive, scanning and
or re-typing as we went along. Near the end of the project from 2003 computerised
records helped tremendously. We have created it in good faith and apologise in
advance for any errors in content or spelling. Your comments will still be welcome
and if necessary we will set the record straight.
David & Derek
David Pye Compilation Editor
Derek Allday Advertising Copy Editor
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40th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE - CHAIRMAN’S Message.
Long live The Marlpit- and can you help us?
● It is 40 years since The Marlpit started.
News,
events,
information
–
opportunities to learn of and enjoy
activities in our wonderful parishes of
Coltishall, Horstead and further afield!
● We hope you enjoy and appreciate this
special edition but also relish for the
future the ongoing education and
entertainment that arises from the
magazine. We praise the efforts of the
wonderful team of several hundred
people who have worked, totally
voluntarily, for The Marlpit over those
four decades. Now today’s team are
moving into the future.
● We still need more volunteers… news
gatherers, a content editing apprentice,
deliverers of the magazine for example.
If you think you have something to offer
please
contact
me
at:
chairman@themarlpit.com
● At our Oct 15th Anniversary event, it was
great to meet so many faces that have
helped over those years. We were
particularly grateful to the Thacker
family for the first edition of The Marlpit
hey still had on record – we had not and
have copied theirs now! But also we were
so grateful to oldies (they wouldn’t mind
me saying so) – highlighted by 96-yearold Charlie Pike who gave to us
generously, and talked of the past when
I visited him with thanks after the event.
● Then so many others, impossible to
name you all – so pleased to welcome
you. Others who help us too who were
not at the party – pictured here members
of the Post Office and the Pharmacy staff
who stock The Marlpit, are information

●

●

●

●

centres for us and always welcome with
a smile!
As chairman of The Marlpit I am new to
the specific task – albeit with a
journalistic past. But none of my
publishing background enjoyed quite the
charm, history and significance of The
Marlpit, specific though it is to a
relatively small area, and special
readership.
The area is unique - Coltishall and
Horstead and our circulation area, now
stretching out to Hoveton and Wroxham
in the east and for some considerable
time Hautbois, Scottow, Stanninghall –
and the more recent Badersfield, named
in 2008 after wartime hero Douglas
Bader.
Norfolk is a wonderful county “on the
way to nowhere but the North Sea” as it
was branded decades ago before the
discovery of North Sea energy products
other than fish.
It became my main home 50 years ago
– and Coltishall specifically 30 years ago
with my Norwich-born wife Mary. And
we have lived here happily ever since…
albeit visiting worldwide destinations,
some because of my work and career,
some for pure leisure.

So, be you readers or
helpers – our thanks for
your
interest
and
support and long live
The Marlpit.

Paul Thomas

Julie, Robert and Sue

Christine and Karen
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After 40 great years - now where are we going?
I envisage this work pattern
● Steadfastly over the last
will increase in the coming
forty years the Marlpit
decades, with our region
Magazine has continued
being the fastest growing in
to provide the Coltishall
England.
& Horstead parishes with
● With the Greater Norwich
an outstanding monthly
urban area expanding over
magazine, I can only
the next 20 years it will be
congratulate you all for
vital to protect local areas of
this achievement, which
outstanding natural beauty,
is
in
my
opinion,
and
although
tourism,
unrivalled elsewhere in
outdoor
pursuits
and
Broadland.
The
accessibility to the
publication has a great
Cllr Jo Copplestone
countryside will be
effect on the local
communities,
and Broadland District Councillor essential to the local
economy, this will need to be
helps and informs like a signpost as
balanced with the environmentally
to what is going on in the parishes. It
sensitive nature of the River Bure and
certainly is comforting to have this
the fens and marshes of the Broads.
reliable source of information
● Lastly I think in the future your
delivered straight to your homes.
parishes will continue to be an
● The key assets in our local area are,
exceptional place to live, work and
our Heritage, an outstanding Natural
retire, and I feel privileged to be
Environment
and
a
growing
involved in your community.
‘Knowledge’
economy.
● Please do not hesitate to contact me
Communications are now an essential
with any concerns you may have on
part of modern living, and even in
regional matters, I am only too happy
rural Norfolk, with continuing
to help!
improvements to digital technology it
is becoming much easier for
Jo
01603 860840
businesses to thrive and people to
cllr.Jo.Copplestone@broadland.gov.uk
work from home. New micro
businesses are becoming popular and

Jon prints The Marlpit and gets it to you so quickly
● The Marlpit depends on many people to bring you the
information and entertainment, events and news of
our area that we believe it reports so thoroughly.
● As you, our readers and advertisers, leaders of
organizations we report on, spokespeople, etc send
us your information, key to Marlpit’s delivery of that
content to you depends on the swift and excellent
printing of our 40 pages, or occasionally 44.
● That printing role falls to an excellent organization
called ECO Print of Norwich and in particular its
operator Jonathan (Jon) Cheswick.
● Our Compilation Editor is David Pye, gathering your
news, chasing some of you for it, editing, headlining,
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presenting in page layouts, plus all the advertising
finalized by Derek Allday and now being sought by Trevor & Tina Goddard (and
our thanks to [Margaret Woodham who performed the task until this year).
● David liaises with Jon, providing him with content in final artwork format – and
which Jon and Eco print in a day or two, ensuring the magazine’s availability
within two to three days for Bernard Mann and the team of about 40 deliverers to
get The Marlpit through your letterbox so fast.
● Jon has been with ECO eight years. Born in Sheffield, he has had 15 years here
in Norfolk and two in Canada. He and Suffolk-born partner Claire were invited to
our celebration party – and we all toasted its future, including by ECO’s firstclass print performance, over the next years.
●

From Church Room to Tithe Barn

Horstead Church Rooms - Jan 1978

Horstead Tithe Barn - Jan 2018

● The Church Room comprised two
thirds of the existing space without
the front extensions and with a builtin flat ceiling hiding the timber
underside of the roof. It had a small
kitchen and a single toilet. The rest
of the building comprised the Rector's
garage and storage space.
● The Government, through the
Manpower Service Commission,
introduced a scheme whereby they
paid for up to six unskilled workers
with a skilled, unemployed foreman
to carry out building work on
approved schemes. The then Rector,
John Towler, contacted John
Grimsdale to see if use could be
made of this legislation to improve
the Church Room.
● Firstly it was necessary to form an
Association to take over the eventual
running of the premises, and then to
arrange for the transfer of ownership
from the Church to the Association.
Plans were drawn up for a complete

make over in order for the scheme to
be attractive to the MSC, and an
application was made and accepted.
● We needed finance to buy materials
etc. And Richard and Diana Wilson
gave us a substantial grant that we
were able to use to get further
funding. Broadland District Council
helped us by arranging the payment
of the wages for the workforce
through their books, and also took
care of all the other statutory
requirements. John had a weekly
meeting at their offices to report on
progress.
● On completion of the structural work
it was left to the Association, via a
small band of local residents, working
evenings and weekends, to put the
finishing touches to the building and
raise the additional funds to bring the
premises up to standard that it
enjoys today.
John Grimsdale
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● Our Trip down memory lane contains snippets
from old copies of The Marl pit, articles and
photos submitted by readers as well as old
cuttings, the majority from Vernon Bunn of
Coltishall .
● He has several scrap books sometimes available
to peruse at the Pop up Cafe on the 1st Tuesday
of every month at the Tithe Barn in aid of Horstead
Church funds.. See you all there!

Sep 1977

Mar 1977

Michael stocking up for the
next attempt 40 years on!

Jun 1977
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Coltishall 1977-2017
● As a child I remember visiting RAF
Coltishall in the 1950s for their open days
and my uncle was based there during the
War. Then as a local MP from 1997 I
visited the base and got to know the service
personnel. I have had a long personal
connection with RAF Coltishall.
● As part of the pre-war expansion of the
airfields for the RAF, Coltishall was built
in 1938 and opened in 1939. A small
airfield by RAF standards it operated
mainly as a fighter base down to its closure
in 2006 when its Jaguar squadrons were
withdrawn.
● Coltishall played an important role in the
air defence of the UK during the Second
World War and then the Cold War. In the
1990s its squadrons were deployed in the
Gulf War, the Balkans and in support of
the Iraq War.
● The RAF base was well regarded by service
personnel, many of whom later settled in
the area. It played a significant role in
supporting the local Norfolk economy and
many businesses depended on its
continuation as an RAF base.
● In the final months of its operation as an
RAF base there were many meetings locally
and in Whitehall about its future. Local
farmers were interested in buying back
some or all of the site. Initially the site was
in the hands of Defence Estates who
trawled through the services to see if
anyone had an alternative use. At one
point there was speculation that it would
be retained as a training area for 16 Air
Assault Brigade in Colchester and for
Special Forces.
● In the end all of this remained speculation,
and even consideration of moving Norwich
airport to the site was rejected because of
the cost and the inadequate local
transportation and road infrastructure.
● Then in January 2007 the Home Office
indicated an interest in possibly turning
the site into an immigration detention
centre – and that was bitterly opposed by
local communities. Then it was suggested
that part of the site could be developed as
a category “C” prison under the Ministry of
Justice.
● Phase One of the construction began in
2009 and used the former airmens Hblocks along with the junior ranks mess
and NAAFI social club. The capacity of the
prison is 624 and has increased local
employment
and
opportunities
for

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

business.
HMP Bure is now well
established and is a secure facility.
The challenge at Coltishall has been to find
sufficient interested parties to slowly
develop the whole of the base. The fear was
that Norfolk had had a number of
redundant airbases and there wasn’t
sufficient interest from business or housing
development. Local people were worried
that it would become another West
Raynham.
Norfolk County Council is now the site
owner and through the agency of Scottow
Enterprise Park is looking for interesting
ways to develop it.
From the beginning use of the former RAF
married quarters offered an opportunity to
provide housing. Over ten years many of
the quarters have been completely
renovated and the Badersfield site is still
expanding. There are still questions over
large buildings such as the old Offices Mess
which have sadly become derelict.
The old infant’s school has been turned into
the Douglas Bader School – named after
the wartime hero – and now has modern
facilities for students in Key Stages 1-4
from North Norfolk.
A number of businesses now occupy old
buildings and hangars and in 2016
200,000 Solar Panels were erected to
generate money for Norfolk County Council.
Sadly, the RAF Coltishall Historical Unit
that used to be housed in a building near
the main gate has been closed and its
exhibits dispersed to the Air Defence Radar
Museum at Coltishall and the Aviation
Museum at Norwich Airport. There is now
a move to raise funds and bring back the
integrated museum to Coltishall.
RAF Coltishall played an important role in
their defence of the United Kingdom. It was
a much loved facility on the edge of the
Norfolk Broads. Not abandoned as a relic
but not as yet fully developed the Coltishall
site does offer great opportunities for
business and housing.

Rt Hon Keith
Simpson MP

Photo Greg Hands

6

1977 Silver Jubilee Year

Eve Barnes
7th June 1977

June 7th

Mrs. G Chapman, Mrs. S. Chalmers, Mrs.C.Cracknell
Mr. S. Coman and Mr. R. Hewett

COLTISHALL FOOTBALL CLUB
● Coltishall F.C. Ended the 1976-77 season on a high note, when they played
Aylsham in the Broadland Charity Cup Final at Wroxham and were rather
unfortunate to lose 3 - 2 in a very entertaining game.
● With next season in mind the Saturday and Sunday Clubs have amalgamated
and will now be managed by one committee.
● The boys of the Youth Team did not get the runaway victory that they expected
when they challenged their Fathers to play them, and it was the boys who
needed help from the Referee to score the late equaliser to make the final score
a 5 - 5 draw
● The 250 Club Social evening is on June 24th at Hoveton Village Hall 8 - 12
p.m.
Peter Sizer - Hon. Secretary
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1977
Early memories….. The beginning of the Marlpit from Hazel Grimsdale, Shirley
& David Chalmers, Diana Wilson.
● It is thought the original idea for a Magazine came from Rev John Towler,
Rector of Horstead. The first editorial committee included: - Olga Sinclair,
Shirley Chalmers, Charlie Smith – maybe Joan Young & Sylvia Collyer.
● It is thought that Horstead Primary School was asked to come up with a name
and it is thought Andrew Thacker suggested the name of "The Marl Pit".
● For a while The Marlpit was printed by Ric Wilson with occasional help, in his
house in Green Lane on an old Gestetner before moving to the Hayloft at the
Tithe Barn.
Jubilee Celebrations – 7th June 1977…..
● Committee: Shirley Chalmers. John Percy plus other .... Jubilee Events – see
early Marlpit.
● There was a concert performed in the Tithe Barn, before restoration with stage
at other end of the much smaller room. All local organisations were asked to
take a slot – Salvation Army Band played timbrels with Sue Blackburn; W I
Choir. Stan Sinclair's son and his Dixie Jazz Band; Horstead Primary School
did a sketch. Rosemary Colbourne played a piano transported on a bed from
the Norwich Rd.; A Victorian Melodrama – with Carol White, Christine Cooke,
Peter Howarth, Mike Hinton, Stan Sinclair and David Chalmers. Staging
was borrowed from Wensum Lodge; Curtains from previous W.I.group, lighting
from Thorpe Grammar School operated by Mark Grimsdale. Concert had to
run for 2 nights due to popular demand.
● This was followed 2 years later by an opening concert for the completed, Barn,
which gave rise to the Jubilee players.
The Amenity Society…..
● Bernard Watts was involved. This came about in order to work on Footpath
11, beside the river at Coltishall. There was some opposition. The Society
gathered each spring with machetes etc to clear the path to Meyton.
Other events in this period.….. From Carol White.
● Guide Centre expansion.
● Horstead Centre – change of focus.
● New School and closure of Horstead Primary and Coltishall Junior.
1977 From Derek Allday
● Marlpit Community News Magazine created.
● Surprise closure of Coltishall’s Roy’s of Wroxham shop – shop open since at
least 1911
● First production of Jubilee players as they perform “Unhand me Squire” as
part of a concert.
● Rising Sun named” Pub of the Year”
● 100,000 people watch Queen’s Silver Jubilee parade in Norwich.
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Embracing the 20th Century:
● Following the deaths of Arnold and Alfred
Roy in the early 1950's, the business passed
to Alfred's children, Fred, Peter, Paul and
Elizabeth. Fred Roy was appointed
Chairman and Managing Director and,
following fact finding trips to Australia,
Canada and North America, introduced the
concept of an 'Out- of- Town Shopping Centre' at Wroxham.
● Roys Grocery was changed to a self-service system and parking offered for the
expanding number of families owning motor cars. Plans were made for a large
new store in Wroxham, involving changes to road layouts and public services.
The new store, with 100 car parking spaces opened in July 1966.
● The larger, out of town, self-service supermarkets proved popular with the
public who loved the greater choice of products and ease of getting all their
shopping in one place. The need for grocery delivery rounds lessened and
were finally stopped in 1968 and the combination of fewer people shopping in
smaller specialist stores and new laws following the bakers' strike of 1974
caused the Coltishall bakery to finally close in 1975.
● The discounting style adopted by all supermarkets of that time required bulk
buying. The supermarket was expanded in 1973 & 1981 and a new food hall
opened in the Eaton Centre just south of Norwich. ln 1978 Roys became an
early member of the grocery buying group NISA in order to further increase
the ability to bulk buy and compete with national chains.
● Time of Change: The 199O's was a period of change for Roys, a number
of new stores were opened; North Walsham (1992), Dereham & Sudbury in
1996, Thetford (1997) and Magdalen Street, Norwich in 2000. The Eaton
Centre was closed in 1995 and replaced by a supermarket in Bowthorpe in
1999.
● A Major fire destroyed the Department Store in Wroxham in May 1995. A
"Retail Warehouse" was opened in Church Road to lessen the impact of the
fire and to continue trade in Wroxham while a new store was built. The new
department store was completed in 1996, 40 years after its predecessor had
opened. On Christmas Eve 1994 Chairman Fred Roy passed away at the age
of 74. His brother Peter succeeded him and served as chairman of the board
until his death in January 2004 at the age of 78, but not before his two
sons Edward and Paul, representing the third generation of the family, had
joined the board of directors.
● Into the Future: Under the leadership of Edward and Paul, Roys has
continued to flourish and diversify buying the Broadland Motor Company
petrol filling station in Wroxham (2011), opening a new store in Beccles
(2012), acquiring Highway Garden & Leisure in Framingham Pigot (2013)
and upgrading www.roys.co.uk to a transactional website in 2013. Roys to
this day remains a family owned independent business and is looking forward
to meeting the exciting new challenges of the 21st Century
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1978
● Oil slick seriously pollutes Norfolk beaches.
● Angry parents campaign over threatened closure of Coltishall Village junior
School.
● Sunday markets held in Buxton Road, Horstead, closed by the Council
● Sainsbury Art Centre and Anglia Studios, Magdalen Street are opened.

● On the night of 6th June
there were two major
fires one burned down
Scottow Hall and the
other, Coltishall Social
Club on Rectory Road

Mrs. Jacki Riseborough
Mrs.Alice Hudson

Cutting - thanks to Vernon Bunn

10

40 YEARS OF THE JUBILEE PLAYERS
● The Jubilee Players along with the
Marlpit are celebrating their 40th
anniversary.
● In 1977, as part of the village Jubilee
celebrations,
Hazel
Grimsdale
organized a sketch for a half hour slot
‘Hiss the Villain’.
Following this
everyone said how much fun it was
and that they should not give up with
it. Hazel and John Grimsdale, Carol
and Charles White along with other
founder members decided they would
continue. This was the beginning of
the ‘Jubilee Players’ a
name suggested by Peter
Howarth who had been in
that first sketch and
continued to be involved
with future productions he was their first of many
pantomime Dames.
● An ‘Opening concert’ was
organised for the opening
of the renovated Tithe
Barn. After this it was
decided to put on a
pantomime, with no funds
for scripts, costumes, etc.
Charles and Carol White
held
a
fund-raising
evening at their home – a
knock at the door brought
along a lady who had
recently moved to the
village from the Scilly Isles, June
Baylis, who said I hear you are
planning on doing a pantomime,
would you like me to write one for
you? (she had done several when she
was living on the Scilly Isles). This

offer was quickly accepted and
Aladdin was the pantomime, with a
few additions to the script to include
pertinent details about
various
villagers,
the
Jubilee
Players
first
pantomime went ahead.
● David Wooley was
another vital person in
these early days with his
lighting and technical
knowledge to help bring the
production together. Over
the following years another
35 pantomimes have been
performed along with over
60 other productions of full
length, evenings of short
plays and Amdram entries.
Productions have varied
from comedies to thrillers,
modern to period drama’s
and have even included JR
in the 1980’s and nude
calendar shoots in 2013.
● So many people have been involved
with the group over the years in
various roles and some for many of
the 40 years. We have also been so
well supported by great audience
members over the years. A lot of good
times, fun and friend ships have been
made along the way.
● Our thanks also go to The Marlpit
which has helped with our success by
including our various productions
and activities in their magazine over
these years.
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The Fines Family

●

● Tom and Marjorie and their two sons

●

●

David and Alan moved to Bridge House in
1967 from their arable family farming
estate in Middleton, buying the property
from the Sextons who conveniently have
carved their initials into the wall of Bridge
House. They continued the Slaughter
House and butchery business but let the
slaughter house go by the end of the
1980’s as changing legislation made it
increasingly difficult for small slaughter
operations to continue and developed a
Sausage Factory and today remains one
of the largest independent family run
sausage factories in the country .
Below is an aerial photo of the premises
taken before the
slaughterhouse
was taken down
(at the end of the
long
white
Granary
building nearest
the river Bure) to
allow for lorry
access to the
rear of the site.
Here you can
also
see
the
animal lairages
behind
the
Granary which
is now the site of our Meat Processing
Plant supplying products to retailers and
schools across the UK and Ireland.
I have included a photo of the old cattle
market
in
Norwich which
I believe is now
covered
by
Castle
Mall
shopping
centre, it was
where
the
animals were
traded for the
slaughterhou
se
business. The
old Butchers
shop and Fruit and Veg shop can also be
seen at the front of the premises lining the
road and would have played an important
part in the lives of the villagers, not least
a place to put the world to rights. Might
your readers have some interesting
stories about this?

*I

believe you also have a story about a
Climo car coming back to Bridge House
Horstead
from David
Wall which
relates to the
time of this
sale. I have
included
a
photo of Mrs
Marjorie
Fines who is
enjoying her
97th year this
year who Mr
Wall took for
a jaunt around the village which brought
back wonderful memories of her
childhood – she would have been 7 years
old when this car was manufactured.
● This episode of nostalgia prompted us to
investigate the history of the buildings.
Bridge House is adorned with a carving of
SW & J Wright 1867 who I believe built
the house. Originally there was a flint
bungalow behind the House which was
occupied by the servants but which came
first – bungalow or house – I cannot tell.
The 1851 census records for Horstead
show James and Sarah Wright living at
Bridge House, all the way to 1891. After
this Mr Wright appears to have moved to
Suffolk with a new wife and I have found
no record of the Wrights having children,
although some other Wrights are noted on
Mill Street and elsewhere in the village.
Mr Wright is at this time a Coal and Corn
Merchant which would explain the need
of the Granary – the dating plaque on the
edge of the building says JW 1853. The
1911 census shows the Hoods living at
Bridge House as farmers which may be
through James’s 2nd wife Mary Ann
remarrying a Hood and returning to
Bridge House.
● I haven’t yet discovered much about the
transition from grain store to slaughter
house between the owners of the Wrights
and the Sextons so if you are able to glean
any information, I would very much
welcome it.
Trudy Hubbard Fines.
* The story referred to was published in the
2017 August September edition of TMP
courtesy of David Wall Vintage & Classic Cars
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1980
● Beth & Philippa Patterson of Great Hautbois House give land at Great
Hautbois to Norfolk Guide movement.
● Jubilee Players perform first pantomime “Aladdin”
● Norwich first bottle re-cycling bank is put in place.

1981
● Severe weather blocks roads in Norwich.
● Floods at Lower Common, Coltishall

Photos David Francis

1981 May edition [short excerpt]
HELP IN PRODUCING THE MARLPIT
● I am afraid that if we cannot interest someone in this the Marlpit will
not survive.
● Finally to my other job - that of coordinator. This is my fourth year
and I really do feel that a change is needed. In spite of a note in the
February issue there have been no offers. Perhaps it would help if I say
that this job really does not take much time and that our team of
helpers are very easy to work with - we just need a few more of them:
● Would anyone willing to help with the duplicating or take over as coordinator
please contact me
Richard Wilson
1981 October edition
COLTISHALL CENTRE - OFFICIAL OPENING,
● The Coltishall Centre, situated on the small playing field, Rectory Road,
will be officially opened on Thursday, November 5th at
approximately 7pm, The opening will be performed by W.H.Stibbons ,
Esq,, the parish District Council Representative , and will be preceded at
approx, 6pm by the Annual Bonfire Party.
● Coltishall Executive Committee:
Mrs. J Riseborough, Mrs. P Dean, Mr. R Landamore, Mr. R Castley,
Mr. F Chapman, Mr. L Shingles, Mr. R Riley, Mr. B Bell
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1982
● Canaries drive through Norwich in open-topped bus.
● New Jenny Lind Unit opened at N & N
July - Bureside Youth Club
● A number of parents with teenage children got together in early 1980 under
the leadership of Diana Wilson and Carol White to form a youth club to meet
at the Tithe Barn that was still being transformed from Horstead Church Room
at the time.
● The Bureside Youth Club had a workable number of members to participate in
darts, pool, table tennis, board games and the opportunity to generally sit
around and chat with one another whilst playing records that members had
brought along. Enough local people were persuaded to join a rota of volunteers
to supervise the proceedings and to help to raise funds for the record player,
pool table, etc. There was also a tuck shop selling sweets and soft drinks at
modest prices.
● As with many such organisations, after flourishing for a few years, the young
people began to lose interest and it closed with a party at Christmas 1984.
Nonetheless, there were several events during the 5 years of its existence.
Darts matches were held with other village youth clubs both at Horstead and
at their village venues, summer evening coach outings to Great Yarmouth were
enjoyed and a raft race was held at Lower Common, Coltishall in July 1982.
Competitors had to make their own rafts and be able to swim 50 yards or wear
a life jacket.
● There were a good number of very popular discos at the Tithe Barn. An age
limit of 18 was set and members and their friends from around the area filled
the hall. The admission charge paid for the hire of the disco and attendance
was such that additional help had to be brought in to manage the proceedings.
This was the punk
era and the adults
found it quite an
experience to see the
youth enjoying the
loud head-banging
music.
David Francis
Photos David Francis
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1982 November Edition
ALL SAINTS ROOF - [Interim report]
● It’s done, and God willing should be
keeping worshippers dry for several
generations to come. Alleluia!!
● On a down to earth level - we had to
go into debt to finish the work - so we
still need help!
● Our present expectations are that we
will go into the New Year with a £400
overdraft. When we began to think
about getting the job done I thought
it would take years to raise the
money.
You lot out there have
surprised me with your generosity.
Thanks to all who have helped us .
R.M.S.W [Richard Woodham]

copies of last month’s magazine were
difficult to read. To remedy this we
plan to purchase a new electric
duplicator. This will be possible by
combining resources with Horstead
Primary School and we are grateful
to head master Barry Wain for his
support.
● To carry out this plan Marlpit has to
make a contribution towards the cost
and we ask you please to help by
making a specific donation towards
our Duplicator Fund
The Editors

1983 June Edition
● By the time you read this article, our
shop will be no more, it will have
become part of the history of
Coltishall. Over the seventeen years
we have run the Oakfield Stores., It
has become affectionately know as
“Hazels”.
● This, to me, is what a village shop is
all about, a friendly place where
people can meet and enjoy a gossip
with their friends.
We have
endeavoured to run a friendly
business and I am sure that is
reflected in the loyal support and
patronage we have enjoyed from our
customers, many of whom have
become our personal friends. To
them and all our customers, we
would like to express our sincere
thanks, and wish you all well in the
future.
Hazell & Brian [Bell]

1983 February Edition
LOSS OF THE THE PARISH CLERK
● I feel That it is my duty as chairman
of Coltishall Parish Council, to inform
you the people of Coltishall, with
much regret and personal sadness,
that our Parish Clerk, Captain More
has resigned.
● For the past five years, Bert, as we
affectionately know him, has served
our Parish exceptionally well during
the past five years. During that
period he has put in many hours of
work, far beyond the call of duty,
which has enabled Coltishall Village
Centre to be built legally on Charity
Land. He has also given the Council
and the Commons Trust the expertise
we needed to tackle the job of
improving both the Lower and the
Upper Commons.
● I am sure that, despite the
circumstances under which he felt
obliged to resign, Bert will accept all
the Councillors good wishes for the
future and their sincere vote of
thanks for his most able and untiring
work for Coltishall’s village interests.
Stephen Coman

1982 July Edition
MARLPIT PRINTING MACHINE
● As many of our readers may have
noticed, we are having considerable
difficulty with the old printing
machine and we regret that a few

Wroxham FC
● In 1981 “The
Yachtsmen” won
the Knock-Out
Cup, and in 198182 they won the
Premier Division,
retaining the title
in 1982-83, 198384 and 1984-85, also winning the
knock-out cup in 1983 and 1985.
They did another league and cup
double in 1986-87
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40 years and still going
● Daphne Knights and her sister Pauline Watts first printed
The Marlpit at Hillary’s in Great Hautbois. When Hillary
moved the print production moved to Eddie Smalls house on
Green Lane where they carried on printing. At the same time
Daphne was a Bulk Deliverer and also delivered the magazine
from Frettenham Road to the bridge. They printed them until
it was decided to have the magazine printed commercially.
Daphne is to this day still delivering although suffering with an
awkward hip, she is helped by her friend Pat.
● An “off the cuff” remark sums up the tenacity of a true friend and loyal
servant of the magazine. “When printing at Eddies I fell over and broke
both my legs” and it didn’t stop her printing.
● Kate Lawrance is an Hon. [retrospective]
Proof Reader.
● Neville Abbs submitted articles for
Coltishall FC in the ‘80’s
● Peggy Duckworth distributed TMP for
several years.
● Jane Rice contributed front page photos

● Brian & Hazel Bell were sorters and
staplers and Brian delivered to Station
Road…..
● Horace Lincoln of Glebe way Horstead put
in order and hand stapled the pages of The
Marlpit (probably about 30 years ago c
1987) for the whole of Glebe Way.
● Ian Hall was a member of the “Committee”
for a short period approx 2002 wife
Jaqueline has been involved for 35 yrs
currently with Horstead church and the
Easter Lilly campaign in TMP
● Sylvia Coward contributed photos and
submitted articles for the church, Create and
Share and WI, late husband Peter Coward
printed with Richard Morris over 30 yrs ago.
● Gisela Reville delivered in Hautbois and is
still doing so in Kings Road Coltishall.
●Sue Blackburn used
to type The Marlpit
onto skins so it could be
printed on the Gestetner
printing machine
●Jill Bunn started with
Horstead Short Mat Bowls in 1987 and is
till going strong at Tithe Barn on Friday
evenings.

●

EDP Monday 20th July 1987
Horstead man David Wall restoring
yellow and black Type 57 Bugatti,

1983 Diamond Jubilee of Coltishall & Horstead W.I.
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1984
● Area in and around Coltishall & Horstead designated as Conservation area.
● Exhibition of life of Admiral Colom held in village.
● Norwich Weather Centre is opened.
700th Anniversary of St John the Baptist Church Coltishall [1284 - 1984]
● It is believed that there has been a church building on the present site of
Coltishall Church for over a thousand years. A flint church was built by the
Saxons in about the year 990 and there remain to this day, two small Saxon
windows dating from this time high up in the north wall. It is thought the flint
church replaced an earlier timber structure. What is known is that the present
church was dedicated to St. John the Baptist by Bishop Middleton of Norwich
on St. John the Baptist's Day 24th June 1284. It was to celebrate the 700th
Anniversary of the dedication that a Flower Festival was held on 23rd and 24th
June 1984. The flowers portrayed the Seven Sacraments, St. John the Baptist
and Mission and Historic Church plate and Registers were on display. On St.
John the Baptist Day itself, Sunday 24th June, the Dean of Norwich preached
at Family Service and Anglian
Singers
presented
an
afternoon concert. The event
was arranged by the Rector's
wife, Mrs Olive Lee, who was
a keen flower arranger and
many
parishioners
and
friends contributed to the
occasion. The Rector, Revd.
Leslie Lee, retired at the end
of July 1984, having been the
incumbent since 1970.
David Francis

Photos David Francis
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1985
● Horstead Annexe of Coltishall Primary School to close.
● Plans discussed for new Primary School building in Coltishall.
● Tunstead residents up in arms over third train smash at crossing
June 1985
● The editors John Neville, Barbara Storey. Mollie Greenwood, Daphne
Reeves and Sheila Bryson would like to thank Christine Cooper for 3 years
hard work duplicating the magazine, and also to welcome Shirley Curson to
the team
● Typist for June Chris Heffer
● June is the only month we have a record for in 1985
Rectories at Rectory Road, Coltishall
● Upon the retirement of the Revd. Leslie Lee in July 1984, the Diocese of
Norwich decided to build a new rectory adjacent to the Church Room and to
sell the old Victorian rectory and its land for housing.
● A new Doctors' Surgery had already been built behind the Church Room with
a temporary access road to the north of
the Church Room.
● The new rectory was to be sited to the
north of that road. The new
incumbent, Revd. Roger Hawkins,
was appointed with the understanding
that he would live at the old rectory
until the new one was complete.
● Work at the new rectory started in
Spring 1985 and was completed in
Spring 1986.
Photo David Francis
● The Church Room and old timber
stables behind with land around them
were conveyed to Coltishall Parochial
Church Council and the Diocese
demolished the old rectory before
selling the land for housing and the
construction of St. John's Close where
the entrance gates to the old rectory
were once situated.
● The temporary access road to
Photo David Francis
Coltishall Surgery was broken up and incorporated with the PCC's property.
● In due course, the sale of the old stables for housing enabled the provision of
a new entrance and disabled persons toilet to be built at the north end of the
Church Room together with general upgrading including a new kitchen and
re-tiled insulated roof.
David Francis

{n}

June 1985 Edition - Coltishall and my memories
● They say when you’re older you live in the past. Well I wouldn’t say that, but I
do often think about my happy childhood in Gt. Hautbois and Coltishall and
the many people I know.
● I was eleven years old in 1939 and would cycle to school from Gt. Hautbois to
Coltishall which was a lively little village then with so much going on. I would
stop at Mr. Cookes sweet shop and spend 1d or 2d. The packet would be cone
shaped and full to the top. I’m sure the shop was no more than eight-foot
square – just enough room to stand beside Mr. Cooke and his chair.
● The school was attended by about 124 pupils. The Headmaster was Mr.
Charlie Cann, who was very strict. We all feared and loved him as well. On
the way home I sometimes called in Roys Bakery for “sponge ends” for my
mother. If I was lucky I would come into contact with stocky Admiral Colomb
wearing his Bermuda shorts, who would pop a sweet in my mouth, as he did
with all children. He seemed to have an endless supply in his pockets. [It
was considered safe to accept a sweet in those days].
● Mr. Page, the tailor was another man I visited occasionally. He used to give me
his old sample pattern books which I took home. Goodness knows what I did
with them.
● Then there were the times I would go to Cookes Garage to collect the
accumulator for the wireless. Not too bad a job if you were walking home, but
a bit tricky if you were cycling.
● I well remember Mr. Spinks and Bob Shod as mentioned by J.W.N. My
friends and I used to go for quarter-of-a-mile runs with Mr. Spinks and also
went swimming in the river. A real character. Then there was the district
nurse who had a cycle with a basket on the front, who always seem to push it,
but never rode it.
● Everyone will remember the Misses, Beth and Philippa Patterson, leaders of
the Brownies and Girl Guides – and oh.. the exciting event of the Fair which
visited the Common.
● Another well known and loved figure I must mention who was seen regularly
in Coltishall every Saturday morning was my Grandfather Mr. “Tinker” Earl,
from Buxton. He delivered shiny pots and pans he had repaired for his
customers. He would tie his pony to the railings outside Roys Store, and after
shopping there, he would give the pony a sweet and a pat on the neck and set
off back to Buxton via Gt.
Hautbois. He was a very
gentle man and was missed
by many when he died.
● I suppose I have just had a
trip down memory lane, but
it’s nice writing about it and I
hope that some of it will bring
back some memories for the
older people who still remain
in or near the village.
Mrs. Molly Grout [nee Daniels]
● Norwich Canaries win Milk
Cup
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1986
● Former Anchor Public House on
Anchor Street sold at auction.
● Outcry for soundproofing of houses
as noise of RAF base excessive.
● Roger Bradbury buys part of Nanking
Cargo.

● MV Stern aground on Gt Yarmouth
beach.

● Bernard Hudson our local milkman
wins EDP Daily Smile

● North Walsham Rugby Club was
formed in 1962 by among others a
local headmaster Ken Marshall and
a policeman John Mansfield.
● Local clubs formed the bulk of the
fixture list with the odd foray into the
Midlands, Suffolk and Essex.
● The Norfolk Cup and the Eastern
Counties Cup were won in the 198384 season
Club Captains
1962-1966 JR Mansfield
1966-1969 MF Alexander
1969-1974 CP Hood
1974-1976 J Hodges
1976-1977 CP Hood
1977-1979 D Hewitt
1979-1982 NM Beardshaw
1982-1984 C Lomax
1984-1987 AW Hadley
1987-1988 G Carson
1988-1989 R Emblem
1989-1990 SJC Rossi
1990-1991 M Goodall
1991-1992 R Gardner
1992-1994 IS Fox
1994-1996 NJ Greenhall
1996-1998 JW van Poortvliet
1998-2000 PJ Anthony
2000-2002 M Scott
2002-2006 K Dodds
2006-2007 M Purling
2007-2008 G Rossouw
2008-2009 O Arnold
2009-2010 T Holt
2010-2012 J Burroughs
2012A Tibbatts

1986 September edition
LITTER POSTER COMPETITION
● The response to our litter competition was very
encouraging and all entries were of a good standard.
● After careful deliberation the Editors have awarded the
£5 prize to Sarah Mann whose poster was felt to have
the biggest impact.
● Highly commended Victoria Blackburn, Steven Clifton
and Louise Mallet will each receive a special prize of £1
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The March Editors hope you will find the new cover an
interesting change. We thank John Coleman [Artist]
Leigh Storey [Calligrapher] and David Lemmon [who
made the stencils] for their efforts in producing it.
[current editor’s observation] This change in cover completed the
change from the original name The Marl Pit although editorially it
changed soon after creation to the current The Marlpit. Albeit
recently abbreviated by the current Chairman to TMP; a Freudian
slip perhaps.

1
9
8
7

WRITTEN BY THE' LATE WINNIE COMAN, OF
'HAVENWOOD', RECTORY ROAD COLTISHALL

March 1987
LETTER TO THE EDITORS SNOW CLEARING
● On behalf of the residents of
Ling Estate, I would like to
say a very big thank you to
Glen Haines, Jimmy
Daniels, Eddie Watts,
Gary Kellett and Nigel
Thirtle for their splendid
effort in clearing our paths
and running errands to 'the
Shops, for us elderly people.
It was most appreciated.
Thank you, lads

Through the dreary winter months
Beneath the cold dark earth
The trees - the shrubs, the bulbs and seeds
Await their call to birth.
The frost has purified the soil
The snow has kept them warm
For Mother Nature's wondrous ways
Protect them from all harm.
Then Suddenly the sun breaks thro'
And spreads her warm soft rays
They waken up to life again
To greet the lengthening days.
The snowdrops and the crocuses
Are first to show their faces
But daffodils will soon appear
In unexpected places.
From far, off shores the birds return
Their nests they start to build
And nature's promises to man
Once more have been fulfilled.

Mrs D.Burge, Coltishall
April 87 - Coltishall FC
● At a recent committee meeting Chairman John Percy decided to stand down,
although he is still involved with club affairs, as he is now a member of the
General Committee.
● New club chairman is Nick Rivett, who held a similar post with the former
Hoveton Club and previously Vice-Chairman at Coltishall., The new vice
chairman is local man Billy Mileham.
● John Percy has done a first-class job for the football club and certainly
deserves the highest praise, for his efforts inb ringing a Higher grade of football
to the Parish and giving the Club HQ an overall professional look worthy of the
premier division in which the 1st XI compete
AGM
● A lively Annual General Meeting of Coltishall Parish Council determined
that Site C [behind the Surgery] was the preferred site for the new to be
built Primary School and with a Vote of 59 against to 19 for the suggested
Street Lighting was defeated.
April Editors;
● John Neville, Barbara Storey, Daphne Reeves, Brian Garrod , Sheila Bryson
● Typist Jane Neville
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1987

[10 year anniversary of The Marl Pit]

● The year began with a big Freeze, A land
rover had to be used to bring essential
provisions to Hainford shop, and to
transport a priest to Stratton Strawless to
officiate at a funeral.
Snow on 13th January 1987
● It snowed on Sunday 11th January 1987
and there was much more snow on 12th
and 13th The following two days saw very
strong winds causing the snow to drift
closing all roads out of the Coltishall.
Lorries were stuck on the main roads and
diesel froze.
Photo David Francis
● Schools were closed and there were no
milk deliveries for three days until a
delivery was made to Coltishall Church
Stores on the Thursday. A slight thaw
began on Friday 16th January.
● The Wroxham Road photo is from Belaugh
Green Lane towards the Dairy Farm and
Hoveton.
David Francis
● In March The ferry Herald of Free Enterprise turned over just outside
Zeebrugge harbour. 187 lives were lost
July 1987
● Concorde will be visiting RAF Coltishall in conjunction with the trips being
organised by the EDP

● My last Sunday in the parish 16th August 1987 please refer any pastoral matters to the Reve.
Roger Hawkins after this date.
Richard Woodham Rector of Horstead All Saints.
● Then on October 16th we experienced the great storm followed by the great
crash on the stock markets which occurred on October 19th.
● December 1st a massive fire devastated The Chequers public house - one of
the oldest buildings in Hainford - completely destroying the thatched roof and
first floor. Tragedy struck when retained firemen Christopher Betts 28 of
Wroxham was struck in a chimney collapse and died after repeated attempts
were made to revive him.
● The year ended on a happy note, Mary Eacott of Stratton Strawless survived a
heart attack, becoming the first person to be revived, thanks to a defibrillator
bought by readers through the EDP’s Save a Life Appeal

22

1987 November
SAFE IN HER OWN HOME
thanks to Life Line.
● After a fall and 5 weeks
in hospital Mrs Rachael
Pye of Glebe Way
Horstead whose husband
was a soldier was

Eastern Evening News
Friday November 20, 1987

pleased to receive the emergency phone from Charles
Smith and the Royal British Legion

1988
● Prince of
Wales visits
U.E.A.
● The Rectory
(Mark 2) in
Rectory Road,
Coltishall is
pulled down to
provide new
housing.
● Bus in hole in
Earlham
● Charlie Grinell
retires from London
Tavern

1989
● New fence
replaces old
panels along
Cutting courtesy of Vernon Bunn
Coltishall
Church boundary.
● Litter in villages is a big problem and the W.I.
launch an anti-litter and clean-up campaign.
● Mass hysteria from fans greets Jason Donovan as
he visits Norwich.
● Acid spill at Rhone-Poulenc factory closes roads in
Norwich.
● Work started on Bure Valley Railway
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1989 November edition
● DO YOU KNOW THAT….
“Outlying planning permission has been granted on
the application for a 66-bedroom hotel, golf and
country club complex with conference, restaurant,
bar, swimming pool, professional’s shop and other
facilities. This includes an 18 hole golf course. The
160-acre site lies on the outskirts of Coltishall, just
400 yards from the Common…. Along side the River
Bure?”
● Ref: Savills, Norwich.

1990 June edition
● Dear Friends, A big thank you from Josephine and myself for the wonderful
send off you gave us on Sunday 29th April. The service in Holy Trinity
Church, Hautbois was a truly memorable event…… Our love and best wishes
to you all with every blessing for the future. Roger & Josephine [Hawkins]

1990 September edition
SO WHAT IS IN A NAME??
● Two months ago I shared with you some of the things that happen at the
Conference House.
● So; what is in a name? We very often receive enquiries from organisations
and groups wanting to bring one, two or even four hundred people for a
conference
● It has therefore been decided to change our name to 'The Horstead Centre'
Val Khambatta - Warden

1989 December
● Together after 60 Years
● Two childhood
sweethearts have finally
tied the knot more than
60 years after they first
met.
● Widower Ernie Kemp
83 were reunited with
Ethel Simpson about
20 years ago after his
first wife died.
● We drifted apart and
she came to me in my
hour of need when I
lost my wife.
● The Happy couple are
seen here at Thorpe
registry office
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1990
● Old Bakery behind Coltishall War Memorial is demolished.
● Conservation work is undertaken at ruins of St. Theobalds Church, Gt.
Hautbois.
● RAF Coltishall Jaguars are part of 163 plane flypast of Buckingham Palace in
Battle of Britain 50th Anniversary.
● Bure Valley Steam Railway opens at a cost of £2.5 million.

1990 November edition
THANK YOU TO Barbara [Storey]
● This was the 1st time in 10 years that the editors sat
around the table to prepare the Marlpit without Barbara.
● Has there ever been a meeting without Barbara? Such
a contribution of quiet efficiency made it all seem so
easy.
● Barbara we shall miss you but now welcome to Sue
[Hayes]. So here we go again.
● The Editors John Neville, Daphne Reeves, Brian
Garrad, Sheila Bryson
● Dear Friends, By the time you read this my family and I will have lived in
Coltishall for two months and I will have been working as Rector for a
month…… I very much look forward to meeting you all. Heinz Toller

1991
● Theatre Royal Appeal launches appeal
● Gulf War ends
1991 April edition
● The editor are pleased to welcome Julie Taylor as the New Treasurer of The
Marpit and sincerely thank June Tungate for he excellent support over the
past four years and wish her a happy ‘retirement’
● We also thank Mr & Mrs. A. Durrell who have handed over Distribution duties
to Mr & Mrs P Strawson
1991 June edition
● WANTED Deliverer in Green Lane Horstead needed urgently, please contact
any editor
● LEAFLET INSERTS The editors feel that due to the extra work involved by
willing volunteers to include loose leaf inserts in the Marlpit, a charge must be
made for this service. Therefore as from September 1991 the following
charges will apply to Local non profit making organisations including churches
£5.00, Commercial £15.00.
● This is still and effective advertising medium as it reaches almost 1000 homes
The Editors John Neville, Daphne Reeves, Brian Garrad Sheila Bryson, Sue
Hayes, Julie Taylor
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1992
● Norwich Southern By-pass opens.
● Norwich City Football club is top of the Premier league.
● Theatre Royal re-opens.

1992 May edition
● STOP PRESS IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT Norfolk County Council
propose to make a Temporary Traffic Order affecting Coltishall Bridge
between Horstead and Coltishall in the Parish of HORSTEAD and
COLTISHALL because of maintenance on the bridge. The road will be
temporarily closed from Tuesday 5th May, 1992 for the duration of the
works [expected to be about 4 weeks]

Great Hautbois Church
● Following an article in a
recent edition of the Marlpit
on the old round tower
church at Great Hautbois I
thought readers would be
interested in the drawing of
the church made by Aaron
Lee. This drawing features
on the cover of a booklet for
Norfolk teachers, on the
subject of Collective Worship
(School Assemblies).
● Aaron drew the picture when
he was at Coltishall Primary
School; he is now a pupil at
Broadland High School.
Chris Jones. Coltishall Primary
School,
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1992 December edition
● RIVERSIDE WALK It's properly open at last! Footpath Eleven - The Towpath call it what you will. Thirty years of determined effort to keep open one of the
most important rights of way in the village - I would say one of the loveliest in
Broadland - has succeeded. Bridges and stiles are in place, trees cut back, you
can now walk by the riverside from Coltishall to Mayton Bridge with pleasure
and joy………………
● ….............Thanks are due to all who helped to keep this delightful walk open,
especially during the early years, when we were so often thwarted in our
purpose. Do walk it - keep it trodden - enjoy the peace of a river walk away
from holiday craft. The day we walked a local artist was taking photographs
from which to paint. 'How lovely it is here' she said. How right she was!
Olga Sinclair.

1993
● Norwich City plays first ever European
Cup Match.
● Castle Mall opens

May 4th Doctor's final call-out
● A bicycle, word processor a n d p o c k e t
p a i r o f binoculars were presented to
a village doctor when he retired.
● Dr John Russell-Wells practised at
Coltishall for 30 years and had a special
presentation evening for his patients
and friends to say a fond farewell. He
said he hoped his successor, Dr Tim
Mansfield, would enjoy his time as
much as he had.
● Dr Russell-Wells joined Dr Angus
Bryson at the village practice and was a
l e a d i n g f i g u r e i n t h e surgery's
development.
● There are now four doct o r s a n d t w o
f u l l y equipped surgeries, one
including a dispensary, for Coltishall and
Spixworth.
● T h e d o c t o r t o l d well wishers at
his retirement presentation at Coltishall Village Hall of the dramatic
changes during his time in the village, including the computerisation
of patients' records a n d t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the Friends of
Coltishall Surgery.
● Village rector, the Rev Heinz Toller, thanked Dr Russell-Wells for
playing such an important part in the community.
● T h e S u n d a y S c h o o l choir, complete with oboe and flute, sang two
songs in tribute.
● The bicycle was given by staff, the binoculars by the doctors and the word
processor by patients and friends.

November 16 th 1963
● “Tea Shack Rig” ploughed through Cromer Pier
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1994
● Norwich Central Library is destroyed by fire, thousands of historical
documents lost.
● Scottow Sub-postmistress Vera Rayner quickly raised the alarm when
confronted by two men, one armed with a handgun, as she opened the shop.

1994 October edition
Coltishall Primary School
● On Friday 2 September the School was officially handed over to me and I
signed for the keys on behalf of the Governors and Norfolk L.E.A.
● It seemed almost impossible that the school was now ready for occupation
after all the years of delays.
● I enjoyed an hour wandering around the completely empty building light,
bright and with that wonderful smell of new paint and new carpet. Then I had to
lock every door - at least 20 exterior doors and set the alarm (very nerveracking - would I remember the code!)
● Monday 5 September saw the first van, loaded with hundreds of boxes full
of books, paper, paint, tools, pencils, equipment. Once the boxes were unloaded the huge task of
setting up in the new school began. Boxes were heaped in the central corridor, every hour saw
the arrival of new furniture and equipment. Every item to be checked and taken to its allocated
room. All Monday & Tuesday boxes were transported to the new school.
● By Wednesday the boxes were nearly all emptied but the halt was full of P.E equipment and
furniture.
● By Friday the final classroom tables arrived, the P.E. climbing frame was erected, blinds were
fixed to the classroom and had windows.
● On Saturday the hall was cleared for use and the classrooms had labels put on trays and tables,
books made ready, notices pinned up. Finally on Sunday the school was cleaned.
● On Monday 12 September we were ready. The school was open for the children. They were
very excited by the school - the space, size, newness - but probably not as excited as all the staff
had been. Its wonderful!!
Chris Jones.
MARLPIT DISTRIBUTION CAN YOU HELP?
● The Editors and all concerned would like to thank Dee Derisley for years of
cheerful hard work as coordinator/deliverer for Horstead.
● It was with surprise and delight that I discovered a few of you do actually read
the Marlpit - and what's more, you can SPELL !: The first call came from
Muriel Savory who told me if I wanted to be "sought" after, I had better spell it
correctly. (I'd spelt it "sort"). Swiftly upon her heels came a call from Rosemary
Moore who pointed out the same error. Then came a call from Sue Renny,
who drew my attention to my misspelling of "demerara" in the Green Bean
Pickle recipe.(Mortification !!) Ann Youngman called to say "etc" was not spelt
"ect". Stanley Green of St. Mary's rang to point out the misspelling of "liaise"
and "flowers" in another part of the Marlpit. (Stanley used to proof-read before
he retired). Jonathan Marshall of Kings Road rang to point out the lack of a
"u" in the word "quite" in Trelawney of the Wells. Chris Mann asked why
"tankards" was spelt "tankers".
● Chocolates all round I feel, and with such hawk-eyed readers we must look to
our laurels. Jan Hart

1994 November edition
● THANKS and WELCOME - The Editors would like to thank Mr & Mrs
Burchett who have 'retired' from stapling the Marlpit after many years.

1994 December edition
● We would like to welcome Mrs Daphne Knights to the stapling team.
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E.D. Tuesday 22nd July 1994

July 1994 FAREWELL TO THE
FRIENDLY YELLOW STARS OF THE SKY
● The yellow perils signed off in style, with a
smile to sweeten the sadness.
● A lone piper sounded a solemn note as
two Wessex helicopters made their final fly
past to end 30 years of search and rescue
heroics at RAF Coltishall.
● But on the bottom of each aircraft was the
word Bye in 18-inch-high fluorescent letters
—added by mischievous ground crew.
● It was a fitting farewell from a rescue flight
which brought smiles to thousands of
Norfolk faces
● To some the helicopters have been
welcome lifesavers during 2000 rescue
missions.
● To others they are the friendly face of the
RAF dropping in at fetes or waving to
tourists on a training trip along the
shoreline.
● Controversy has surrounded the axing of
the Coltishall flight, whose workload now
moves 40 miles south to Wattisham in
Suffolk, fuelling fear over response times to
casualties off North Norfolk
●But yesterday, at the final parade, the
debate was forgotten.

Photo : 22 sqdn Association

1995
● Roys of Wroxham Department Store
razed to the ground as V.E. display
flag burns on spotlight.

1995 April Edition
EDITORS NOTES
● We would like to welcome Mrs
Lincoln who Is now a member of the
stapling team at Horstead. Judy
Simms co-ordinator for Horstead has
also taken on stapling duties - some
people never learn! Well done Judy
● STOP PRESS As most of our readers will know, John Neville has been
chairman, editor, stapler, deliverer and standby printer of The Marlpit for
more years than he would wish to remember!. He did in fact chair our last
meeting on Friday 21st April and shortly thereafter took himself off to
hospital for not one but two hip replacements !! John's many friends and
readers will be as pleased as us to learn that this dual surgery was
successfully completed today Monday 24th April.
● The Editors: Daphne Reeves, Brian Garrad, Sheila Briyson, Sue Phillips,
Ann Holden, Jack Campbell [Hon Treasurer] Alan Mallett [Hon Ind
Accountant}
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1995 July August edition
COMETH THE HOUR COMETH THE MAN
● As Brian started the presses roiling for the June 95 issue his eyes went
somewhat on the blink as did our previously utterly reliable printing machine.
With John in hospital coming to terms with two new hip joints and Jack away
on holiday, the June 95 issue came dangerously close to becoming a note of
regret in this the July 95 issue.
● Harvey Meadows sallied forth and with no previous, printing experience, a
printing machine not behaving itself and a Master Printer not quite at his best,
succeeded in printing and getting the June issue to the staplers more or less
on time And the staplers stapled with their usual efficiency plus which
resulted in the deliverers delivering to you, again, very nearly on time!

1995 December edition [excerpts from a
popular series]
● On new years morning our friend Steve and I
decided to give the boat a warm up trip. Steve
regretted leaving his camera behind as he missed
photographing a particularly friendly kingfisher
● A grey duck flew down the river with wader-like,
wing beats. I had a really serious look in Peter
Scott's book after this episode and positively(ish)
identified it as a Salvadori's Duck. These birds
originate from the mountains of New Guinea, and
possibly the island of Waigiu.
● So now you know Claude Coi-Pugh
Brian Garrad and Editor Extraordinairc 1985 to 1995
● Brian Garrad 'stepped in' at short notice some 10 years ago to give a hand
with just one monthly print run of The Marlpit. But he 'stayed on' and
personally printed nearly all of the subsequent 100 monthly issues.
● Sadly this December 1995 issue which you are presently reading is the last of
Brian's print runs because he has now relinquished his role of printer and
editor.
● We are sure that readers of The Marl Pit throughout our three village
communities will wish to join with us in thanking Brian for his enormous
contribution to the successful development of our community newspaper over
these past ten years.
The Editors

1996
● RAF Coltishall’s Jaguars based in Italy as part of U.N. Rapid Reaction Force.
● Roys of Wroxham opens new store.
● Celebrity cook, Delia Smith joins board of directors of Norwich City Football
Club.
● Nestle Chocolate Factory closes.
● The Marlpit starts to display adverts 8 to a page and as a Directory at the
end of the magazine.
● Resignations of Editors incurs a crisis appeal
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1996 March Edition

● A summary of the first full list of The Marlpit Team is as follows

The Marlpit -

March 1996

● Editors - John Neville, Sheila Bryson, Sue Phillips, Jack Campbell,
Daphne Reeves
● Hon Treasurer – Jack Campbell
● Advertising Manager – Ann Holden
● Graphics - Mik Horn
● Typists – Sue Blackburn, Julie Glenn, Pauline Lockett, Debbie McHugh,
Diane Reynolds, Jack Campbell
● Printers – Jack Campbell, Harvey Meadows, John Neville, Brian Abbs,
Allen Abbs, Daphne Knights, Pauline Watts, Peter Coward, Richard
Morris, John Grimsdale, Peter Holdaway, Roy Oliver
● Carriers - Printers to Staplers – Roy Oliver, Denis Burchett, Vener
Webster
● Staplers - Brian & Hazell Bell, Edward Watts, Jean Moore, Audrey
Riseborough, Brian & Zena Garrod, Barbara Johnston, R Beasley, Mrs
Lincoln, Christine Roe, Mrs, Howes, Daphne Knights, Judy Sims
● Reserve Staplers – Bill Musson, Jean Pearce, Julie Fulcher, Roy Oliver,
Jennie Holdaway, Angie Horn, Margaret & Peter Montgomery, Bob
Roberts, Don Carter
● Bulk Deliverers - Hazel Bell, Harvey & Mrs Meadows, Mrs Lincoln, John
Neville, Judy Simms
● Home Delivers – Brian Bell, Peter Pitcher, Mrs Chapman, Wendy
Sparrow, Edward Watts, Harvey & Mrs Meadows, Brenda Rudd, Peter
Campbell, Daphne Reeves, Beryl Marshall, Sue Dye, Linda Broomfield,
Eileen Buck, Crystal Pye, Anne Allan, Helen McFadyen, Charlie Smith,
Muriel Savory, Sheila Bryson, Mr Howard, Mrs S Henley, Violet
Bunting, Alan Watts, Christine Roe, Peter Greenley, Mrs Smith,
Barbara Johnson, Ann Holden, Judy Sims, Alan Watts, Liz Dunn,
Teresa Pratt, Susan Robinson, Mrs Morris, Sue Edmonson.
● An Accolade to the founders is, as you have seen, on page 1 the inside back
cover shows the 2018 team to take The Marlpit forward

1996 April edition
● Ann Holden – Advertising Manager These last the months have been very.
Difficult for Ann. Many readers will know that whilst recovering from a broken
ankle she then suffered the loss of her mother. She has, as a consequence,
regretfully withdrawn from the team and the Editors wish to take this
opportunity to express their thanks to Ann for all that she has done to assist
in the continued development of The Marlpit:
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1996 July edition
●
●

ADVERTISING MANAGER is now Allan Abbs of College Close
THANKS AND HELP Peter Greenley and Liz Dunn have retired so we now
need deliverers for Patricia Avenue and Heggate

1996 December edition
● We welcome Sid Parkin to the Marlpit ?Team as a Typist and thank hem for
last months effort. Printers for the month - John Grimsdale and Pauline
Hockett

1997
Eric Bates Antiques shop in Coltishall closes overnight.
Village Pharmacy versus Surgery Pharmacy erupts.
Roys of Wroxham new department store rises from ashes of old.
People of Norfolk pay tribute to Princess Diana by signing books of
Remembrance.
● Herbie Hide, Norfolk boxer, becomes WBO World Heavyweight Champion.
● Assembly House re-opens.
●
●
●
●

1997 May edition [excerpt]
William Henry Stibbons 1908 - 1997
● William Henry Stibbons - or as we all knew him - Billy or Uncle Bill was born
and bred here in Coltishall. He lived here all his life, and only spent time away
twice or three times in his life.
● When he was interviewed he said “It’s the people that make a village” Billy was
one of the people who made Coltishall.
● Billy Stibbons died suddenly and unexpectantly on Maundy Thursday

1997 September Edition
● The editors would like to thank Sue Phillips and Alan Abbs retiring from the
team and welcome Brian Hobson as Advertising Manager and Jen Morphew
as deliver on the the new Lomax Estate

1997 October Edition
● The Editors were very sad to learn of the death of Elsie Smith at age of 80
● Immediately when she arrived in 1958 volunteered as a Poppy Seller and was
instrumental in the formation of the Women's Branch of the Royal British
Legion in 1967.
● For many years she assisted Charlie in the Coltishall Junior School on an
unpaid daily basis.
● What a marvellous record of service to the community by a stay at home wife,
mother, grandmother and great grandmother.

1997 December Edition [excerpts from a lengthy FAREWELL]
● In more ways than one we shall miss John Neville's presence as Chairman of
the Marlpit, for this and 20 more years of giving we thank him . S.S
● John is an efficient organiser and gentle leader and I wish him success with
the new project at Horstead Mill: Hazel Grimsdale
● During my ten years at The Marlpit John was the calm reassuring voice that
kept us on track and also prevented many a crisis turning into a calamity B.G
● We do appreciate the hard work you have put in over the years to produce
such a fine publication. THANK YOU, JOHN, Sue Blackburn
● Well John there it all is - humour ---- efficiency -- reassurance - how shall we
manage without you? I suspect that we won't - quite -- and as you have given
us permission to yell for help (not to be indulged in too often, I hope.) We will
miss you! Daphne Reeves
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1998
● Pharmacy dispute continues apace.
● Preparatory work begins on Horstead Mill Project.
● Tree memorial to Princess Diana planted near War memorial.
1998 August edition
● Farewell to Coltishall Primary School - It is hard to
believe that it is seven years since I first started
teaching at Coltishall Primary School and harder
still to realise that I shall not be returning there
after the summer holiday. I am not moving very far,
only to North Walsham, but at the moment it seems a
world away.
Libby Henshaw
36 Mile Sponsored Walk I would like to thank all those who
sponsored me on the walk on 27th & 28th June. You contributed
£174.60p of the overall total of £450. Thank you to Barry Gray
walking with me for 9 miles on Saturday and Robert Watson who
walked 18 miles on the Sunday Lion John Elvidge

1998 October - Editors Notes
● Due to a re-organisation within the editorship,with immediate effect we have
arranged for a folder to be kept at Coltishall Post Office. We ask that all items
taken to the Post Office are delivered in an envelope and handed in to the
Shop side (i.e. the counter near the entrance). We do thank Wyndham and
Sandie Rose for kindly agreeing to help in this way and we hope that this new
arrangement will not cause anyone any inconvenience. Any items that are
posted should be sent to any of the other four editors.
● We welcome Joyce Sceats, Mark Barber, Janot King and Doug King to -The
Marlpit Team'. Joyce takes over from Linda Broomfield as deliverer in
Church Close and The Maltings and Mark has offered to deliver to Largate.
Janot will help with deliveries in Glebe Way and her husband Doug will help
Harvey Meadows with his Bulk Deliveries
● A very big thank you to all helpers both ' old and new' who make the
production of this magazine possible. Our thanks to Sue Blackburn and Sid
Parkin for their excellent job of typing various parts of the magazine this
month and to Daphne Knights and Pauline Watts for actually enjoying the
hard work of printing The Marlpit' each month.
Hilary Oliver

1999
New Riverside development & Norwich’s first Multiplex cinema opens.
Work begins on rebuilding new library in City Centre.
Norwich Station re-furbished.
Celebrations for the Millennium are arranged in Great Hautbois complete with
Firework display.
● Norwich City of Light New year and Millennium celebrations are a fiasco. Tens
of thousands attend and Norwich City Council fail to provide the promised
spectacular event.
●
●
●
●
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1999 January edition [excerpts ]
Church of England to pool resources in proposed 'Bure Valley Team Ministry
● The Situation. Teamwork is of the essence of the Gospel. We do not exist or
worship in isolation, but as members of the whole Body of Christ.
● Teamwork is one of the well established ways of expressing that 'oneness' with
the wider church and also of ensuring parity of workload with the wider
Church.
● What Lies Ahead? A reduction from three to two full time clergy will need a
careful redrawing of the pattern of services throughout the team; inevitably
there will be reductions in the number of Holy Communion services on
Sundays.
● But with the help of Readers we may be able to maintain a pattern of services,
which will allow us to continue to have a service in every parish every Sunday.
● Twenty Years Young On Saturday 14th November, we held the 21st Birthday
party for the Jubilee Players. It was good to see several past members, some
being founder members, along with present members who all helped to make it
a very entertaining and enjoyable evening. We now have the next twenty one
years to look forward too Rosalind Chamberlin
After more than a decade of sterling work
● One of the Editors of the Marlpit, Daphne Reeves has retired from the
Committee. However, typically, she will retain an active interest in the
magazine not only writing the occasional article, but continuing to deliver
them.

1999 October edition
● We have been asking for a new Editor to step forward for a few months now
and I am very pleased to report that Sid Parkin has volunteered and joined the
editorial team. He has been responsible for the back Page for quite some time
but is now to be involved with all the other pages as well. Welcome Sid.
● We also welcome a new stapler Julie Fulcher and give very grateful thanks to
Audrey Riseborough who has resigned as a stapler after years of service
CHURCHYARD REGULATIONS
● I would remind everybody that the installation of kerb surrounds to graves is
not permitted. My attention has been drawn to some recent graves in Coltishall
Churchyard where kerbing has been installed and I would ask those
responsible to see to the removal of these kerbs as a matter of urgency.
● Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. The Revd. Christopher
Walter - Priest-in-Charge.
COLTISHALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
● Following the resignation of Michael Chapman the casual vacancy was duly
advertised but our Clerk received no response and accordingly Mr Peter Croot
agreed to be nominated to fill the vacancy. Peter has been a Tree Warden for
several years and has done sterling work in that field, notably in the
establishment of the Apple Orchard, and we are delighted to have him on
board.
● At the same time the Council wishes to thank Michael Chapman for his
services and in particular his interest in the tennis courts which have been
immensely improved under his guidance.
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1999 December edition
Coltishall Church Room improvements
● Work will shortly be carried out to the Church Room at Rectory Road,
Coltishall to erect an extension at the Rectory end to create a new entrance
hall and disabled person's toilet and to re-roof and build an outer wall to the
existing toilets.
● The old stable block site adjoining the Church Room was sold in 1996
specifically to provide funds to carry out repairs and improvement. So far, the
building has been rewired, a gas fired heater installed, the floor sanded and
sealed and the main roof refelted and tiled.
David Francis
A Personal Note from the Parish Council Chairman.
● On a lighter note, and to substantiate W S Gilbert's assertion that "there is
humour in everything"(Yeoman of the Guard), Mr Hadley has informed me
that I am banned from entering his shop and will "be arrested for trespass"
should I set foot on his property. (Actually one cannot in law be arrested for
that, but let it pass). I wish publicly to thank him for making this widely
known already, and the many people who have already rung or called with
their congratulations.
● As I only spent 66 pence per week in his shop I feel bound to congratulate him
for so economical an act from which I am deriving much amusement. If he
cares to write to me enclosing a £5 note I shall gladly supply him with a
photograph to assist his employees in identifying me.
Mr. A. S. Mallett - Parish Council Chairman
HORSTEAD WITH STANNINGHALL PARISH COUNCIL
● MILL: The project is coming to its closing stages and a full report will be
published in the New Year.
● Further requests for projects including the surfacing of remaining paths will
be considered in the future as the money becomes available either through
grants or donations
Christine Roe Clerk
'THE FINAL COMMENT" by visitors to Coltishall
● Although we do not live in your village, we do sometimes see a copy of your
magazine. We felt we must write and say thank you for the pleasure your
lovely Commons give us.
● We drive out sometimes as much as twice a week to sit, walk and enjoy the
various views including the birds, children, dogs, boats etc. There are so few
places that you can do this. Possibly we use them more than local folk?
● We did note that in the few dry weeks of this summer the little "beach" at the
far end was back, when the water was less. Mrs & Mrs Read, Unthank Road,
Norwich
JUBILEE PLAYERS - REVIEW
● How fortunate we are to have in Coltishall the Jubilee Players. Every year they
perform to a very high standard and this year was no exception.
● At the end of October for three evenings they entertained with three short
plays, all different, but having an interest for everyone.
● The first was entitled "Sandcastles on the Beach" - a very moving play about
an elderly couple waiting for a visit of their son and bride….…….…..
Ruth Eades
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2000 Millenium edition a compendium of interest.
Coltishall - A Popular Posting
● Coltishall is the hardest place in the RAF to get posted to, Flt Lt R Hunt, a
Norfolk man with 12 years’ service in the RAF, told members of the Rotary
Club of Norwich South.
● Norfolk, he said, was an extremely popular retirement area for the Service and
Coltishall was in great demand as a final posting station for those with this in
mind. The result was that there was a waiting list for postings to Coltishall.
● Flt Lt Hunt went on to detail the role of the station and the training carried
out there.
Extract EDP November 1972
Naval Career Of Distinction
● Admiral Philip Howard Colomb (1867-1958) lived in Grove House, Coltishall,
for nearly 35 years after his retirement in 1923 from a brilliant naval career.
● Admiral Colomb designed some of the first depth charges and minesweepers
for the Royal Navy at the turn of the century………..EDP 1984
Our grateful thanks to all who have helped and contributed to this magazine
especially: Alan Abbs, Mrs Beevor, G Chapman, Joyce Collin-Smith, Barbara
Gidney, Dorothy Girling, Sheila Henley, Jimmy, Chris Jones, Hilary Oliver,
Sid Parkin, Mrs Weston, Coltishall & Horstead Women’s Institute
The Marlpit - how it happens!
● People write articles/news/announcements.
● They take them to Post Office collection point or to any of the editors
● 4 Editors have a meeting to discuss content of magazine
● Sid scans in all articles and adds clip art and takes disc to Hilary.
● Hilary proof reads (or should do) magazine and puts in order adding Meteo.
● Final copy is prepared ready for printing
● 2 Printers spend best part of two days printing magazine
● 2 Printers + 1 other take boxes of sheets to 13 staplers.
● The 2 Printers also staple 285 between them
● Staplers take completed copies to 35 deliverers to deliver to houses and also
businesses in the villages.
● 1 Printer is also a deliverer.

2000 May Editions [extract of monthly METEO
● METTEO reports provided by Benjy Jordan
.
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2001 July Editorial excerpts
Advertising - all advertising is now being handled by Mr Sid Parkin.
Email address - The Marlpit's email address is:- themarlpit@hotmai1.com
Website - The Marlpit are in the process of preparing a website
Thanks for helping to Mr Morris and Eric Roe who have delivered the
magazine for a number of years . Christine Roe for her help as a stapler
Peter Bates who steps down as an editor. As well Peter has been our
secretary and distribution manager for some years he continues as a bulk
deliverer and deliverer also to Daphne Knights and Pauline Watts who
continue to print the magazine every month, a process that takes many
dedicated hours over two consecutive days
● The Editors are pleased to announce the winners of the annual Art
Competition for young people to the age of 16. The art competition was any
subject and any medium’………… Daniel Gilbert, Raith Seaman, Tess
Smith-Roberts, Ellie Blunt, Lois Firth, Tom Bates, Tony Thrusell, Melissa
Claxton, Laura Claxton, Sam Bates, Jessica Loftus, Sam Webb, James
Edmunds, Nicola Torrington, Joshua Hanton, Rebeeca Powles, Elliott
Simpson, Karen Hammond, Emma Blend, Charlotte Cousens, Camilla
Finch, Beth Snelling They shared approx £200 worth of book tokens as
prizes

●
●
●
●

Top Tips
● To keep potatoes from budding, place an apple in the bag with the potatoes!

2001 August / September Editorial excerpts
● Mel Douglass has stepped forward to work as an editor and reporter
List of editors to date Editor & Secretary Barbara Gidney, Editor & Web Liaison
- Brian Nobbs Editor & Chairperson - Hilary Oliver, Editor & Advertising
Manager - Sid Parkin, Hon. Treasurer - Dorothy Airs, Hon Ind Accountant Alan S Mallett
● Growing up with Ben - the first of an interesting saga - “proper reading “

2001 October Edition
● I have found this the most difficult editorial to sit
down and write. The events of last week stunned us as
they stunned the world. We watched in horror and
unbelief as the cataclysmic chain of events unfolded
before our eyes. We made a phone call to ensure that
an immediate member of our family was not caught up
in the events, as he had been attending meetings in
the World Trade Centre only the week before.
Thankfully he was safe in England, but our hearts and
prayers immediately went to the victims and their
families- So many lives taken, so many lives turned
upside down with fear and grief. As we have watched
hope for rescue die in the remains of those buildings,
we have wept for the loss of life caused by fanatical
man's inhumanity to their fellow man.
Hilary Oliver
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2001 October [cont]
From the Rev'd Neville Khambatta
● Val & I are to move just down the road. I am to become vicar of Ludham,
Hickling, Potter Heigham and Catfield. For the last fourteen years Val & I have
run the Horstead Centre together and I have also had the privilege of being
your occasional curate, you have trusted me with baptisms, weddings and
funerals. You have taught me a lot. Thank you.
● Val will continue to run the Horstead Centre and will now have to commute to
work from Ludham to Horstead while I stay over in Ludham, Hickling etc,
finding out how to be a proper vicar'.……

● Growing up with Ben ………”I must practice”

2001 December January edition
● To All Concerned As ‘retired’ members of a former Marlpit team we
wish to express our appreciation of the high standards which collectively - you have developed and maintained in the composing,
typing, printing, stapling, publication and delivery of our community
paper.
● The October 2001 issue is a particularly fine example of what is
now a long line of professional quality productions.
● And in matters commercial, there can belittle, if anything, in Norfolk to
compare in quality, coverage - and price- to an advertisement The Marlpit.
Jack Campbell Harvey Meadows

● Growing up with Ben ….the application of ‘white fluffy stuff’

2002 [ 25th Anniversary year]
April edition
Comings and goings
● …we would like to welcome Bridget Gray, Mrs Daynes and Eddie Smalls as staplers and
Valerie Lowe as a new deliverer. Janet Smith has also volunteered to staple and deliver the
Marlpit to her neighbours in Little Hautbois so extending our boundaries further. We are very
grateful to them all.
● We say goodbye to retiring stapler Mark Bowen and his team and retiring deliverer Andrea
Morrey.

May edition
● We thank Edith & Horace Lincoln, Ann Stamp and her husband and Albert
Durrell.
● Welcome Jill Howkins and Chris Howett in to the Marlpit team.
● We also announce that Dorothy Airs is retiring this month She has served as
an Editor, Advertising Manager and latterly as our Treasurer.
● She has also found us a willing replacement. We welcome Ben Hubbard as
our new Treasurer from 1st May.
The Marlpit Website
● The Marlpit is proud to announce the launch of their website. This has been
done to coincide with the 25th Anniversary of The Marlpit. The Marlpit can now
be found at www.themarlpit.com.
● The site was designed by Ronnie Zahdeh, and includes many of his innovative
ideas. You will be able to browse an archive of the magazine starting from the
Christmas edition.
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2002 May edition
Comings and goings
● We thank Edith & Horace Lincoln, Ann Stamp, her husband and Albert
Durrell.
● Welcome Jill Howkins and Chris Howett in to the Marlpit team.
● We also announce that Dorothy Airs is retiring this month She has served as
an Editor, Advertising Manager and latterly as our Treasurer.
● She has also found us a willing replacement. We welcome Ben Hubbard as
our new Treasurer from 1st May.
● Growing up with Ben ….’‘I think I may be confusing it with the blackcurrant
drink!’
● Air Ambulance landed August 5th
to help a Motor cyclist opposite the
Recruiting Sergeant.

2002 November editorial
● We offer our appreciative thanks to Sandie & Wyndham Rose at the
Coltishall Post Office for all their help in having a “drop envelope” for the
Marlpit at the shop for the past few years.
● Sandie & Wyndham are sadly leaving the Post Office and Store and moving
away from Coltishall and Horstead. We wish them much happiness and
success with their future plans.
● We understand that the new owners of the Post Office are willing to continue
to help us and we wish to say thank you and welcome, Elizabeth, Steve,
Becky & Tim Haines
The Website
● We thank Suzan Farrow for responding to our appeal and for providing us
with some old photographs.
Wroxham & Hoveton Lions, and 1st Hoveton Wroxham Sea Scouts
● To help some of the youngsters of the community appreciate the need and
alert them to the handicap of no sight 1st Hoveton & Wroxham Sea Scouts held
a special exercise where they (boys and girls now of course) pitched patrol
tents not only in the dark but blindfolded.

2002 December edition [excerpt]
Stan Turner 28th March 1902 - 28th February 2002
● We first met Stan Turner in 1983, not long after moving to Corner Cottage.
We were gazing at a tree in the garden, when he looked over the wall and
greeted us, cheerily, ‘I planted that tree 50 years ago’ he said, ‘It's a white lilac,
I used to live here!’
● With increasing age Stan became very frail. He still liked to show us round his
garden. He never tired of talking about the time when he worked for Colonel
and Mrs Morse at the Mead, and of all the trees planted there, particularly a
very tall Black Poplar. He owned a drawing of it by Mrs Morse, who was an
artist.
Sheila Henley
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2003 February edition
From the Post Office
● Up until about a year ago, Elizabeth and I, and our children Becky (13) and
Tim (5) were living in Florida. December 2001 we flew back to the UK and
rented a house in Wayford for 6 months while we looked for a suitable
business to buy.
● We weren’t particularly looking for a village shop, but when we saw the Post
Office and Village Stores in Coltishall it seemed to fit our requirements very
well.
● It is wonderful to be at the heart of a community and we are very impressed
with the friendliness and welcome we’ve received here. We’re looking forward
to getting to know everyone much better over the next few months. Steve
Haines
Mill:
● Mr Brighton reported that the wooden bridge over the sluices had now been
removed and safety railings erected by the Environment Agency, at no expense
to the village.
In the Parish of Horstead - Prohibition of Driving
● Norwich Road North-west side - From a point 13 metres north of the B1150
Norwich Road/B1354 Rectory Road junction eastwards for a distance of 12
metres (across the southern entrance to the Recruiting Sergeant Public House)
New Roundabout
● March, work starts on roundabout opposite the Recruiting Sergeant and
completed by May.
2004 April Edition
Thank you
● After 40 years in medicine and nearly three quarters of that living in this area.
Coltishall Surgery has been a large part of my life, something I have no regrets
about at all. I cannot imagine a better place to practice and hope that Dr
Gheyi will be as happy as I have been. Dr Bob Leaney
On Tuesday 20th May at 10:15am The London Tavern Public House was
destroyed by a gas explosion

2003 August edition
● a vigilant mum had spotted a man brandishing a gun near to Coltishall
Primary School She informed Chris Jones, the Headmaster, who then
contacted the police. Children were kept in their classrooms after school along
with the parents who were there to collect them.
● The man was eventually caught by the police in possession of what proved to
be a replica gun
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2004 May editorial excerpt
● This will be my last editorial as I will
be leaving the team this month. I am
hoping that someone else will
volunteer to take over as an Editor in
my place soon. The duties are not
onerous and the team are just great
to work with.
Please consider
contacting Mel or Sid to discuss what
is required.
● I also have an apology to make on
behalf of the Editors for anyone that
was troubled or concerned by the
article in last month’s edition from the
Eco
Warrior
concerning
wind
turbines. It was an April Fool article
and seems to have caused some
consternation. This was never our
intent and we are sorry for any worry
caused.
Barbara Gidney

for distribution to the many deliverers
by a professional print company.
● For many years Daphne Knights and
Pauline Watts have spent two days
every month printing some 1235
copies of the Marlpit then distributing
it around the village to collators and
staplers. Without these two ladies
there would not have been a Marlpit
for all these years!!
● Our thanks also got to Dennis Moore
who has recently retired as a bulk
deliverer. Last, but not least, thanks
to all our collators and staplers, who
can now retire - from collating and
stapling that is! The Editors, Mel
Douglass, Catherin Moorhouse, Sid
Parkin, Ronnie Zahdeh, Ben
Hubbard,

2005
● The UK's Ministry of Defence,
announced that RAF Coltishall would
close by December 2006. The first
two Jaguar squadrons to disband, No.
16 Squadron RAF and No. 54
Squadron RAF, did so on 11 March

2004 June Edition
Earlier in the spring part of
the weather vane on All
Saints Church broke off
and we are now Northless!

2004 October edition ● It was sad to hear recently of the
death of Ellen Hooper who lived in
Horstead
● Ellen used to help run The Friendship
Club in Horstead, was also an active
member of the Coltishall and
Horstead W.I. for many years and
served happily on their committee.
● Ellen Hooper has been a grand
survivor, in spite of her many health
problems she stayed cheerful and very
grateful for the help from her good
friends in Patricia Avenue and for the
Respite care from the Home in Acle.
Sheila Henley

2004 November edition
● This month’s Marlpit issue marks a
new milestone in the magazine’s
history.
It will now be printed,
collated and stapled into books ready

2006 Feb edition
Tsunami Sri Lanka Appeal
● Thank you. £205.81 was raised on
17th January at our Coffee Morning
Flower Ladies
● I thank all our ‘Flower Ladies’ for your
hard work
and look forward to
working with you through the year
ahead. Gisela Revill

2005 October edition
21 years service:
● The Marlpit would like to thank both
Brian and Hazel Bell for unstinting
hard work stapling, delivering and
distributing the Marlpit. The Editors
“Growing up with Ben”
● At school the other day, Ben had to
compose a story of 26 words using
words starting with the letters of the
alphabet in the order that they appear
in the alphabet. I tried it . . . it's not
easy. If you have the time, then please
try it and we’ll publish the best efforts.
Mel Douglass
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2007 February editorial

2006
● The final
Jaguar
squadrons
departed
on
1st
April. The final front line RAF
movement from the station was by
Jaguar XZ112, piloted by Jim Luke,
on 3rd April.
● The final gate guardians, the replica
Hawker Hurricane was transferred to
High Wycombe, and the Jaguar was
formally named the Spirit of Coltishall,
and was transferred to the grounds of
Norfolk County Council, where she is
dedicated to the memory of all those
who served at Coltishall.
Coltishall’s Heritage Trees
The Washing Pole - Poplar
● As you can see from the accompanying
photo, I have got the ‘lads’ (Stephen
Colman, Alan Spinks and Joe
Chapman) to pose in front of the
poplar which is on Coltishall Common
near the Salvation Army Hall.

From the editors
● Shortly after the copy closing date for
the last issue of the Marlpit, we were
all made aware of the intention to use
the RAF Coltishall Base as an
immigration detention centre for failed
asylum seekers awaiting return to the
country from where they had arrived.
● This is despite assurances that such
a use wasn’t under consideration
The Editors. Mel Douglass, Eric
Johnson,
Sid
Parkin,
Philippa
Weightman, Ronnie Zahdeh
Old Churchyard
● The wooden gates that are believed to
have been erected in 1956 when
Church Street was widened were
falling apart by 1990 and plans were
made to replace them with new metal
gates.
● Designs were drawn up by Clive
Howard of Bure Valley Forge to be in
sympathy with the design of the Dr
Wright gates by incorporating the
serpentine shaped bars.
● The side gates off Church Street
opposite the North Porch of the
church incorporate the initials of
Herbert Digby and his sister
Kathleen Digby

2008

● The origin of the tree is that poles were
cut to make posts to hang linen lines
on for the residents of several cottages
situated on land around what was the
London Tavern.
● The residents and the cottages have
long gone
Peter Croot [Tree Warden]

● On 30rd
November 2006, RAF
Coltishall was officially handed over to
Ministry of Defense Estates.
● Bure Prison is being established on the
domestic site of RAF Coltishall.

February Edition

From Distribution Manager.
● The former RAF base - we have set
up distribution to the 114 (at the last
count) occupied houses.
● Thanks to the support received from
Ian Hubbard and from Jenny and
Jason Woodcock.
● Thanks also to Tom Hume (our
resident Vet) who has taken over
deliveries in the Ling area.

2008 May edition
Thank You
● The Editors of TMP thank Ben
Hubbard for all his excellent work
over the years as Honorary Treasurer
to the magazine.
● The post of Honorary Treasurer will
be filled by Michael Blackburn, who
we welcome to the team.
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2009 March edition

2010 December edition

PCSOs Help Cubs

session

held

● A pack of Cubs
in one Broadland
village are now road
wise thanks to their
local policing team.
● PCSO Tracey
Dawn
Frost
attended
1st
Aylsham Cubs and
helped them to work
towards their road
safety badge at a
on Tuesday 27th

January.
2009 May Edition
● May 1990 came with a farewell from
the Rector of Coltishall, Roger
Hawkins.

2009 July Edition
Come, Walk With Us
● Come and join the first of what is
hoped to be a series of walks with local
guide Barry Benton, long-time
resident of the parish, knowledgeable
local historian, countryman and keen
rambler.

● We are very sad to report the sudden
death of Michael Blackburn, The
Marlpit Treasurer.
● He will be sorely missed by us and
many others from within our
community and beyond.
● Our deepest condolences go to his wife
Jill, another staunch volunteer, and
his family.
The Editors

2011 March edition
Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club
● On Sunday 6th February, 70
members and guests celebrated the
35th Anniversary of Wroxham and
Hoveton Lions Club at a dinner held
at the Old Rectory Hotel, Crostwick.
● District Governor, Derek Greenwood
and Club President Terry Vout
presented four founder members Mike Barker, Gordon Beales, Ralph
Daniels and Brendan McKeown
OBE - with pins celebrating 35 years
of continuous service to the Club

2011 Aug / Sep Edition
From The Editors
● It is with regret that we have to
announce that this edition of The
Marlpit will be the last to have been
compiled by Sid Parkin, who has
decided to retire after 15 years in
harness.
● There will be a full retrospective and
appreciation in our next edition.
● In the meantime, David Pye has
kindly volunteered to step into the
breach.
● We also say
goodbye to
Ronnie
Zahdeh, who
created and
looked after
The Marlpit
website for
12 years .

2009 October Edition
Cutting Crime

● A recent burglary and anti-social
behaviour in Glebe Way, Horstead has
led residents to take matters in their
own hands.
● With the help of PCSO Laura MunroOakley, Homewatch and Wherry
Housing a Homewatch scheme is
initiated
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2011 February edition

2014 April edition

Distribution
● The editors are aware of the extra
work asked of all volunteers regarding
12 instead of 10 issues. We have
contacted all existing local deliverers
asking for them to help recruit a
stand in for their delivery route.
Editor’s Mel
Douglass,
Philippa
Weightman, David Pye

First Pop up Cafe
● We were delighted that so many
villagers came to see us in the Tithe
Barn for our first Pop up Café.
● First Tuesday of every month at the
same time and place.
● Horstead Tithe Barn 10am -12noon.
Sylvia Coward

2012 April edition

The Horstead Trust
● Over a hundred years ago two
generous landowners gave some land
to the village.
● A Trust was formed to administer that
land and the allotment rents collected
(60 pence per allotment in 1973!)
enabled the trustees to give a bag of
coal every Christmas to pensioners in
the village. Brian Lloyd

New Beginnings
● By the time you read this we will have
already increased our Editorial “team”
to seven with Derek Allday, Eric
Johnson, and Susan Bunn joining.
● We also now have a number of
standby deliverers to whom we are
most grateful. Once again thank you!

2013 February edition
Treasurer
● The editors welcome Anne Gilbert to
the team

NEW ERA

2015 March Edition

2016 June edition
20 Questions

● The September 2014 issue of The
Marlpit featured the first “20
Questions” quiz compiled by selfconfessed quiz and crossword fanatic
Harriet Pelissier.
● Harriet enjoyed setting quizzes for
fellow patients at the Jack Prior Clinic
in the NNUH.
● Harriet passed away on 29th April
aged 70 we shall miss publishing her
quiz questions.

for former airbase as Norfolk

County Council takes ownership of RAF Coltishall site

2013 September New Era too
‘Thank you and Goodbye’
● To Eric Johnson
who has
undertaken two key roles in the team:
first, as Distribution manager then
Treasurer, then back to Distribution.
● To Mel Douglass who was never
afraid to court controversy and who
also ‘Grew up with Ben!
● We welcome Mike Hewitt into
Distribution and Last month Gemma
Carter joined as a sub editor and
copy reader.
Website
● Our new website is up and running
thanks to Fergus O’Donoghue, come
and see us at www.themarlpit.co.uk

by Harriet Pelissier

2017

June

edition

Only time will tell
● One of the super book
reviews by Susie Bunn,
an apt end to our walk
down 40 yrs
of
memories.
Editorial changes to end of 2017
● Paul Thomas, Sue Dye, Mike
Gander, Tina & Trevor Goddard
responded to the threat of melt down
when Margaret Woodham retired 2
years later than agreed.
● Bernard Man took over Distribution
after short spells by Colin Prentice
& Mike Hewett.
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