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Village Diary
December 2007

Saturday 1st 2.00 - 4.00 Coltishall & Horstead Pre-School, Christmas Fair, Coltishall Village Hall

Saturday 1st -
Sunday 9th

10.30 - 5.30 St Mary’s, Wroxham, Christmas Tree Festival

Thursday 6th Thursford Trip

Friday 7th 7.30pm A Christmas Floral Art Demonstration, Buxton Primary School

Friday 7th 7.30pm Hoveton, Wroxham and District Gardening Club, Hoveton Village Hall, Mr David
Boulton, Images of Broadland

Wednesday 12th Coltishall and Horstead WI, Christmas Party, Patteson Lodge

Wednesday 12th 7.30pm Wroxham Flower Club, Broadland High School, Hoveton, Marion Sudbury,
Yuletide Pageant

Wednesday 12th The Museum of The Broads, St Catherine's Church, Ludham, A Celebration of
Advent and Christmas Music, Double Octave in Concert

Saturday 15th 7.30pm Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls, Christmas Bingo

January 2008
Monday 7th 7.30pm Coltishall Parish Council, Meeting, Village Hall

Wednesday 9th 7.30pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham, Judy Barham, Take a Break

Tuesday 15th 7.30pm The Marlpit Editors, Meeting

Saturday 26th 7.30pm Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls, Bingo

The Marlpit aims to produce a magazine as an informative communication of local news, events and articles.
Articles are published in good faith and are not necessarily the opinion of the Editors.

Any item submitted must have a contact name and telephone number for use by the Editors.

Non-Commercial Advertisements for Village Events, Interests and Activities.
Advertisements are free of charge for one issue only.

They will only be accepted if they fit a maximum of a ½ page and will be re-sized at the Editors’ discretion.

Articles for Sale - Personal and Domestic.
Personal advertisements for local residents are free of charge for one issue only.

Front Cover Picture
The Street, Coltishall
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Dear Editors
During his address at the Remembrance Service, the Rector spoke of the varying emotions that arose with
falling of the poppy petals at the end of the Royal British Legion’s Festival of Remembrance in the Royal
Albert Hall.

It reminded me that in 1952 Lt Geoffrey Perry, now Lt Col retired, was in charge of the Salvation Army
Corps here at Coltishall.

Apparently while watching on television the poppy petals he imagined that he was in the arena and that six
petals landed on his head and he wrote the enclosed Remembrance poem.

Another interesting fact is that his fellow Officer at the Corps was George Gleadhill who married Barbara,
the daughter of Percy Franklin, of Horstead.

I hope this is of some interest.

Charlie Smith

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Six Petals Red

Six petals red fall one by one
Upon my head
I let them stay - proud in the thought
That each of a million tokens dropped
Spoke of a life given young in war
And long since dead

Six petals red, each one a life
Upon my head
To represent a life cut short
By gun or bomb in total war.
So total loss of life long loved!
Now they lie dead

Six petals red, more showered down
Upon my head
The Albert Hall was strewn with them
Like drops of blood upon the floor.
Such sacrifice to win back peace!
Dead in my stead

Six petals red, resembling blood
Upon my head
A silent token of the cost of war,
A silent pause remembers them.
I blink, a petal drops from me:
War’s costly dead

Six petals red! Were they alive?
Within my head
Stir thoughts that all life ends,
Or may I cling forever to this dust
Which forms my frame in time?
Will I be dead?

Those poppies red of fragile breath
One poppy’s head
Yet speaks of God’s creator-skill
And tells of life beyond the grave,
In Christ, His resurrection shouts:
Eternal life!
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Coltishall Then and Now . . . .
A couple of months ago, I published a picture of a group of holiday makers from Coltishall outside a Guest
House in Blackpool. Roy Landamore has very kindly provided most of the names:

Back Row: Left to right

Peter Christmas, Jack Wicks, Jack Hollis, Sid Landamore, Albert Landamore, ? , probably Landlord of
Hotel, Cyril Crisp, Herbert Soames, Colin Crisp, ?

Second Row: Left to right

Jimmy Biggs, George Bean, Joyce Hollis, Edna Biggs, Kathleen Woodcock, Frank Woodcock (coach
driver), Dolly Larwood, Dennis Larwood, ?, ?

Front Row: Left to right

Nellie Crisp and Daughter, Mary Bean, Jessica Bean (now Christmas), Teresa Biggs, (Mrs Lindley), Elsie
Hollis, Chris Wicks, Ethel Wicks, Albert Hollis, ?, Gladys Landamore, May Soames, ?, ?, ?

As you can see, there are still a few gaps, so if you are able to fill any of these in I am still interested.

The photo below was one supplied by Roy and is of Morris Dancers outside what is now ‘Top of the Crop’.
Roy says the photo was taken around 1968 or 1969. Why were they dancing? I’m not questioning the sense
in Morris Dancing, more the event, although . . Who were they and how much beer does it take to dress up
like that?

Last month I published a picture of a School trip to Lowestoft and Janet Spinks was able to identify some of
the faces as she was on the trip. She thinks it was around 1962.

Janet Allen (nee Spins), Janet Yellop, Rosa Powley, Judith Yellop, Timothy Wilder (lived in the Anchor
Pub), Colin Millburn and possibly Malcolm Morris.

Many thanks to both Janet and Roy for this, it has made this month’s article a doddle.

This month’s cover is a view looking down The Street from the middle of the road opposite the Fish and
Chip Shop and is an absolute cracker. There are some very interesting features in the photo, please feel free
to tell me anything you can about it.

As usual I can be contacted at' 738361 or info@hedgesbandb.co.uk or The Hedges, Tunstead Road
Coltishall NR12 7AL or at the Gallery on Church Street.

David Alexander
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Salvation Army Oak
I am writing to record the sad loss of the ‘Salvation Army Oak’ on the Lower Common which happened on
the wet and windy night of 8th / 9th November.

This magnificent old oak had certainly stood through the past two centuries and would have been witness to
the wherries, which formerly traded throughout the Broads, and, relatively recently, during the Second
World War, to a V2 which landed in the fields on the opposite side of the river. Apparently the resulting
explosion broke all the windows in the Rising Sun.

The oak also witnessed the first meeting of the Coltishall Branch of the Salvation Army in the 1880s, during
which 14 souls of the village were ‘saved’. The Salvation Army continued to hold meetings on Sunday
afternoons under the oak until the 1990s.

During the Second World War the Welsh Guards were billeted opposite the Common in Coltishall Hall for a
while and they formed a choir which could frequently be heard singing under the tree on Sunday afternoons.

The oak has featured in many photos and pictures of the Common and leaves an obvious gap, hopefully to
be filled at some later date.

Although therefore the oak was very old, it hadn’t reached the ‘two hundred years a growin, two hundred
years a thinkin and two hundred years a dyin’ stage which many oaks achieve. A great shame.

Many thanks to Joe Chapman of Coltishall and Mike Blackburn and Jon Neville of Horstead for information
for this article.

Peter Croot Coltishall Parish Tree Warden.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Thursford Trip

Thursday 6th December 2007

The coach will leave The Kings Head, Coltishall at 4.55pm and The Recruiting Sergeant, Horstead at
5.00pm. Please be at either The Kings Head or the Recruiting Sergeant so the driver can get away at the
times states.

Looking forward to seeing you all.

Daphne Knights
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MAGMA (Mature And Grumpy Men’s Association)
You can’t go through many villages these days without noticing that houses,
bungalows and even bigger developments are sprouting up in what hitherto
were private houses and gardens and Coltishall is certainly no exception. And
how come planning permission is being granted for these arguably
inappropriate developments?

Well in 2000 the then Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott introduced new
national planning regulations for housing, which forced developers to cram in at
least 12 new dwellings per acre. The flawed ‘rules’ also class gardens as
‘Brownfield’ land. There are some limitations but smart lawyers and land
agents are very good at forcing the issue and taking appeals against refused
planning permission all the way up to the First Secretary of State.

In the intervening years both householders and developers have grasped the opportunity to cash in. They
seemingly don’t care or give consideration to the impact on the community or their neighbours who have to
live with the short and long term impact of such developments.

In the house of Commons some MPs have tabled bills for the ‘Protection of Private Gardens’. They want to
close the loophole created by the inappropriate inclusion of ‘garden’ in the definition of ‘Brownfield’ land.
They also want legislation amended to take into consideration the crucial part gardens and urban green
spaces play in many societies and the fact that the majority of rural areas don’t have an infrastructure that
can cope with drastic unscheduled speculative increases in housing developments. Unfortunately so far
there has been no positive result but we understand the fight goes on, by those MPs who care.

It is also our belief that development in such a chaotic and unplanned way is unsustainable in the long term
and destructive in the short term. MAGMA members will probably have ‘popped their clogs’ before the full
extent of the damage is done. However, please think about the issue as you walk around the villages, just
look at all the gardens that could be developed in to housing and you may also begin to realize the potential
and irrevocable damage that could be caused to our rural community.

We accept that this country needs more houses but ‘Garden Grabbing’ is surely not the best way forward.

Chairman

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Pets Corner

After reading and enjoying the Marlpit for the last year we have decided it was about time we started
contributing to it!

We are two vets, working in North Walsham, and would like to offer a question
and answers column to any pet owners out there. Between us we cover every
animal species from hamsters, to snakes, to chickens, to dogs, to horses and
even camels!

Some problems can be seasonal, like firework phobia or hibernation, so we will
try and include handy hints when appropriate.

At this time of year mud fever can be a problem in horses and ponies. The key
is to keep the heels and legs dry. If possible cut off the long hair from around
their feet and avoid wet, boggy ground as much as possible. If your horse
develops mud fever either consult your vet for advice and treatment or try and
trim the hair away and wash with hibiscrub then dry thoroughly.

Every year we see at least one dog that doesn't want to be left out of the Christmas festivities and decides to
help themselves to the Christmas roast! Try to keep everything up out of reach and remember that fatty
foods and chocolate are NOT A TREAT and can actually be poisonous to dogs.

If you have specific queries about your own animal please send them in to The Marlpit and we will do our
best to give you an answer.

Tom and Jo
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From the Post Office
We have been very busy for the last few weeks trying to get all the Christmas stock out on display and have
now just about got there, so pop in sometime and check out our chocolate and Christmas cards! As a result
this note is going to be quite brief.

As always at this time of year, here are the last posting dates for airmail and domestic mail - we have of
course already missed most of the surface dates for international post.

Friday 7th December Airmail South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle East,
Far East (except Japan) Asia, New Zealand and Australia

Monday 10th December Airmail Japan, USA, Canada and Eastern Europe

Thursday 13th December Airmail Western Europe

Friday 14th December UK Standard Parcels

Monday 17th December UK Second Class

Thursday 20th December UK First Class

Saturday 22 Decembernd UK Special Delivery

We will of course be very busy during this period so you may have to wait - especially on Mondays, which
tend to be our busiest days. Please be patient - we will get to you as soon as we can.

Finally you may have seen some of the advertising for the new Post Office Broadband service. If you don’t
already have a broadband connection to the internet or if you are not happy with your existing provider, this
is an excellent offer and can be combined with the Homephone service to get free evening and weekend
phone calls. If you would like to find out more, please ask me or any of the staff for details.

Steve Haines Subpostmaster

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries

On behalf of the Committee and Co-opted members of the Friends, I am delighted to report on the result of
the Fashion Show held on Friday 26th October 2007 in the Coltishall Village Hall. Big & Beautiful
Fashions, who have a shop here in Coltishall - as well as in other local towns - backed this fashion show.
Their support in providing the fabulous clothing to be paraded by our lovely volunteer models was backed
up by the superb back-stage direction by Amanda.

Only one of our models had had any previous experience and we thank
them all for their ‘bravery’ at going out onto the ‘catwalk’. The compere,
Sylvia, ably explained each outfit and Hilary provided the music-to-
walk-to. The whole show was very much appreciated by all who
attended. We wish to thank all those who had any input to the evening in
any way - from the hall committee to refreshments organisers to Big &
Beautiful to attendants in front of and behind the scenes and of course to
you who made the evening possible by your attendance.

A tremendous nett amount of £407.04 was raised and this will be placed
towards our next purchase, which is to be a modern, new ECG machine.
We also have an arrangement with the surgery where we pay towards the
annual maintenance and servicing costs of the Cryo sterilising machine.
Depending on the current cost of the ECG machine - not known at time
of writing - we hope to be able to accomplish both with the current funds,
thanks to your very generous support of our events over the past year.

For the future, we plan to support the Coltishall Cares Campaign by being in the Village Hall on Saturday
17th November (of course, by the time you read this, you will probably have seen us there!). Other events
coming in the new year will be announced when planned details are finalised. In the meantime, the
continuous sale of books and jigsaws in the Coltishall surgery is going well and again, thanks for your
support here.

Gisela Revill Public Relations
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More and more residents across Norfolk are starting to see the impact of new ‘Safer Neighbourhood Teams’,
but what exactly are they, and why have they been set up?

This is part of a national programme where the police work in partnership with other agencies, and most
importantly, alongside the local community, to prioritise and help deal with the issues that matter to local
residents and people who work in or visit their neighbourhood.

Firstly, you can expect an increased visible and accessible police presence made up of Police Community
Support Officers (PCSOs), regular Police Officers and Special Constables (Specials). In fact by April 2008
there will be 280 PCSOs in post across the county. Then, in time, along with the police, Teams will also
involve staff from local councils, voluntary groups, local people and other organisations who talk to the
community to gain a real understanding of the problems that most concern them.

Partnership working at this local level will develop short-term solutions for current problems and
understanding of the underlying causes to provide longer term answers. To get to the problems in your
neighbourhood, Team members will set out to talk to people and use local consultation and some public
meetings. Support of the wider community is vital to our success.

Safer Neighbourhood Teams are there to listen to, understand and help resolve the issues that are affecting
you and your community, and also to offer feedback on any resulting action and success. Your local PCSOs
are an integral part of your community - they are there for you.

You can contact your local Safer Neighbourhood Team on 0845 456 4567 or visit www.safernorfolk.co.uk
to find out more.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
RAF Coltishall

Having been stationed at RAF Coltishall for well over ten years, the last two and a bit as the final
Community Relations Officer, I am very aware of the close relationship the Station had with the local
community. Whilst I know that there were a few who were glad to see the closure of this famous Battle of
Britain Station, the majority were saddened to see the end of such a close link to North Norfolk and the
village of Coltishall in particular.

The reason therefore in sending this e-mail from my new home in Australia
is to let the readership of The Marlpit know that my new book, RAF
Coltishall Fighter Station (ISBN 978-1-906183-01-1), is due for publication
on 1st November 2007. This book is the result of ten-years’ work and
research that I hope will be a fitting reminder and tribute to this wonderful
RAF Station. The hardback book is over 300 pages long with lots of
photographs, its contents covering every aspect of life at Coltishall -
personal memories, heroism, tragedy and humour - from its inception in
1939 to the final closure parade on 30th November 2006.

The book is published by Old Forge Publishing at a cost of £25 and will be
available from Jarrolds in Norwich or direct from the publisher at the
following address: Old Forge Publishing, 39 Backgate, Cowbit, Lincs,
PE12 6AP, Tel: 01406 381313

Many thanks for allowing me to 'plug' the book and please pass on my kind regards to the readers of The
Marlpit.

Mick Jennings MBE Werribee, Victoria, Australia

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Lottery Payments

If you receive an unsolicited letter from the Loteria Primitiva saying that you have won a prize and asking
you to fill in a form to return to the Santa Lucia Security Company SA, or similar, it is suggested that this be
ignored. If you want more advice on this please call the Citizens Advice Bureau' 01692 402570.
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News From The Bell Tower
During the summer we had two sisters call in to see us one Monday evening
whilst we were having our usual practise. They were Jill and Norma from
Calgary in Canada, and were staying at the Norfolk Mead Hotel doing some
research for a book, which all sounded very interesting. As they walked up from
the Mead they heard the bells ringing and thought how lovely they sounded and
wondered if they could possibly come up into the ringing chamber and watch for
a while. We, of course, said yes, and just recently I received a lovely letter from
them together with photographs they had taken of us, but best of all was the
description they gave in the letter of the visit, they thought it had been ‘A magical
experience’. I think I might make a copy of it and pin it on our notice board to
encourage us to keep on practising, it is obviously well worth the effort in the end.

The only regret they had was that they did not bring their tape recorder along so they could tape the ringing
and take it back home as a reminder of their visit to Coltishall and St John's. I have, of course, replied to
their letter, and said that as soon as we have a tape recorder to hand we will do our very best to record
something for them. We might get it in the charts as number one for next Christmas!!

On Saturday 27th October, between 3.45 and 4.45pm, a visiting group from Maidstone, Kent came to St
John's to ring a quarter Peal of St Clements and it all went very well. They were on a ringing holiday and
staying at Cromer. They said they had really enjoyed their visit to Norfolk and, of course, Coltishall in
particular.

We are all so pleased with the progress of our new beginners, and since the last Marlpit we have a new
young lady joining the band, having recently moved into the district, so we are all set for a busy 2008 and
look forward to watching them all progress, or should I say ‘listening’ to them progress.

Well, that seems to be all for 2007, we will of course ring for the Remembrance Service on Sunday 11th

November in the morning and again in the afternoon, so until next time, have a Happy and Peaceful
Christmas, followed by Good Health and Happiness in the New Year.

Audrey Weston Secretary

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall and Horstead WI

The church room was practically full to capacity for the birthday meeting and guests
from several local institutes were welcomed. A special presentation was made to
Elsie to mark the celebration of her 90th birthday.

The outing to the end of pier show had once again been excellent and enjoyed by
everyone.

The President attended the presentation of ‘Pride of Norfolk’ award at County Hall,
which the village had justifiably won.

A sub-committee has been formed to create the entry for the Colonel Cator Cup on
the subject of ‘Myths and Legends’.

The Christmas Lunch will be held on Tuesday 4th December at The Rising Sun.

Books and puzzles will be on sale at the November meeting.

The ladies were then treated to the delightful singing of Mary Little. She accompanied herself with her
guitar and also the latest in background technology and if you closed your eyes it sounded like there was a
full concert orchestra in the hall. She was also quite a comedienne and told a few good jokes.

All the ladies then enjoyed a selection of cakes, savouries and a slice of birthday cake made by Celia -
simply delicious.

The next meeting will be the Christmas Party at Patteson Lodge on Wednesday 12th December. Time to get
in the festive mood with good food, wine and company.

Happy Christmas and New Year to you all
Judi
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Extract from the Minutes of Coltishall Parish Council Meeting
Monday 5th November 2007

Chairman’s Report: John Harding reported that the Pride in Norfolk Award had been framed free of
charge by Swallowtail Gallery, for which the parish council was very grateful. A suitable site will be found
to display it. The Award also gave £400 to the village, and parishioners are invited to bring their
suggestions for its use to the Open Day on Saturday 17th November. One idea is a map of the village so that
tourists can enjoy the area, and be informed of local shops and services.

Police Report: PCSO Laura Munro-Oakley reported 7 crimes since last meeting. Fraud by
misrepresentation, theft from a vehicle, criminal damage. She will be holding a Police surgery on Thursday
15th November in the Village Hall, to which all parishioners are invited. PCSO Munro-Hartley gave a talk at
the Salvation Army Hall on personal safety, and was pleased that there were no reports of anti-social
behaviour on Halloween.

Mike Warren had requested crime figures for the past three years. The main concern was criminal damage
averaging 18 incidents per year. There was no underlying trend, and no natural increase over the period.
Analysis showed most crimes were committed just prior to the school holidays, rather than during them.

Planning: No objections were raised to the following:
· Extension to conservatory, 9 Kings Road, Coltishall
· Erection of conservatory, Old Hall, 2 The Street, Coltishall
· A majority objection was raised to a non-illuminated sign at Point House, 5 High Street, Coltishall.

Donations: Several requests for donations had been received, but after discussion it was agreed that the
parish council should support the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and the renovations to the church clock. Other
requests are to be deferred until the new financial year.

Highways and Footpaths: The footpath to Mayton has been cleared. A trip hazard in Hancock Close has
been reported and will be dealt with, and the road surface in Chapel Lane is to be repaired. The nettles on
the footbridge were cut back, but have regrown. A more permanent solution is being considered.

John Harding had invited Charles and Joy Boldero to visit Coltishall, Horstead and Great Hautbois to sample
some of the delightful walks in our area. They spent an enjoyable day here, and subsequently produced an
article in the EDP. As a result we have had several visitors who followed in their footsteps.

RAF Base: No further news has been heard about the future of the base, despite several letters and lobbying
by Keith Simpson MP. A recent article in the press suggested the base as a possible site for eco-housing.
As any such development would likely be self-supporting, although some councillors could see little benefit
to Coltishall from this type of scheme. The issue of increased traffic would have to be addressed.

Youth Forum: The Forum has been operating for the past couple of months, now attracting some 20
youngsters. It is planned to apply for grants to improve facilities which will increase the appeal of the
Forum to local young people.

CAST Update: The Charity Commission had confirmed that the new charity has been fully registered, and
the take-over form the CCA can now proceed. The Open Day on Saturday 17th November will be preceded
by an outside broadcast by the BBC on Wednesday 14th November, to publicise the event. All parishioners
are very welcome to come and find out what CAST and the Coltishall Cares campaign are trying to do.

Unitary Bid: Shaun Murphy reported that Norfolk is the only county obliged to produce proposals for the
re-drawing of boundaries. He was disappointed that so much effort has been invested by Norfolk County
Council in improving services, and now a great deal of time, effort and money will have to be spent on the
unitary issue. He said that the Minister will make no decision until 2009. Cllr Mallett said that Broadland
DC will be debating the matter on Wednesday 28th November, but felt that boundary changes would result in
disruption to services, costs to the taxpayer, and reduced local democracy caused by a fewer number of
elected members.

Condolences: The Parish Council extended its condolences to Mr and Mrs Chisnell on the sad loss of their
son Tom.

Next Meeting: This will be on Monday 7th January 2008 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All are welcome.

A Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year from all Parish Councillors
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Police Report

Sorry I couldn’t be at the Coltishall parish council meeting tonight, all PCSOs have been called in to work
bonfire night to prevent any potential ASB problems.

Since your last parish council meetings there have been 7 crimes. 2 were fraud by misrepresentation, 1 was
theft from vehicle other than motor vehicle, 4 were criminal damage.

Personal Safety Talks: Recently I conducted a talk on personal safety to the jolly bunch who attend the
lunch club at the Salvation Army hail on Wednesdays. If the parish council knows of any organisations
within the village who would also benefit from talks on personal safety, crime prevention or indeed anything
police related then please let me know.

Not In My Neighbourhood Initiative: This initiative was directed at Halloween and how we could make
people feel safe during an evening which elderly and vulnerable people tend to dread. We held a meeting at
the Salvation Army Hall on the 19th October and had a very disappointing attendance, despite leaflet drops
and advertising around the village. However, the personal safety talk given to the lunch club captured much
of my target audience which meant we had no calls relating to anti-social behaviour in Coltishall or Horstead
at Halloween.

Parking: I am still receiving complaints from residents regarding inconsiderate parking outside the
Recruiting Sergeant in Horstead. This is mainly because people are using the road directly outside the pub
to park their cars and allow their boots/bonnets to overhang the pavement. This restricts access to anyone
who may need to get a mobility scooter, pushchair or wheelchair through. In normal circumstances, where
access is restricted, safe passage can be acquired by crossing over and using the pavement on the main road.
However, this can only be achieved if the dropped kerbs are not blocked. The main problem is that drivers
are blocking the dropped kerb near the bus stop on the main pavement and forcing mobility scooters and
others onto the road. This is not safe. Highways have placed a white line to indicate where the dropped
kerb so excuses about not seeing the kerb are no longer valid. If you park outside the Recruiting Sergeant,
then please do so with consideration. I will be monitoring the situation and I will be looking at vehicles
which I consider have been parked inconsiderately, especially if there is no alternative access to users of
mobility scooters, wheelchairs and prams. There is legislation available to enforce breaches of parking laws,
hopefully this will not be needed if every motorist gives some thought to the problem and parks safely and
sensibly.

Homewatch: I am very keen to implement Homewatch in Horstead. I have had a volunteer from Glebe
Way who has received the information pack and may be interested in becoming a co-ordinator for in Glebe
Way. Although Homewatch was operating in Rectory Road, that scheme has now ceased and so I am
looking for a volunteer to continue the scheme there. Mill Road still hasn’t got a Homewatch co-ordinator
and here I would especially like Homewatch in order for the Mill to be incorporated. I think it would be
beneficial for keeping the Mill safe from anti-social behaviour. If anyone would like to volunteer to become
a Homewatch Co-ordinator then please call me' 0845 456 4567 and we can go through it. If you live in a
street in Horstead where you think you could benefit from Homewatch, then please let me know.

Issues: Aylsham Safer Neighbourhood Team recognise that every parish has its own issues and it’s
important that those issues are raised with the team. We have now initiated a process that any member of
the public can use to highlight issues in their parish that they would like us to address. The recent formation
of a Safer Neighbourhoods Action Panel (SNAP) has enabled us to hold public consultation meetings with
you. On Monday 14th January 2008 you are invited to a public meeting (venue to be confirmed), where you
can address the SNAP and Safer Neighbourhood Team, including me, and tell us what your priorities are in
your village from a policing perspective. This invitation is open to the public so please look out for further
information around the village or you can contact me' 0845 456 4567.

PCSO 8281 Laura Munro-Oakley
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Another Fine Evening From the Jubilee Players!
First produced in 1973, Alan Bennett’s ‘Habeas Corpus’ is a sweetly bitter analysis of post war England that
seduces with the appearance of Whitehall farce. Dropped trousers, false breasts, groping doctors, prurient
vicars - they’re all here, and more, plus the mistaken identities, sexual misappropriations and slapstick
moments that go with them. But in Bennett’s play the farcical shenanigans are spiced with razor sharp
‘boom-boom’ one-liners that hit the laughter spots like crunching a peppercorn. We’ve got Shakespearean
references too, in the wonderful cleaning lady who sews the action together like a cross between a court fool
and a Greek chorus. And on top of all that, the play’s mood will frequently turn on a sixpence and punch
hard to the stomach while you’re still laughing at the last joke. Definitely one to test any company’s acting
abilities!
The Jubilee players took the challenge head-on and rose to it wonderfully. Directed by Libby Henshaw,
they chose to present the play in the round, and with the kind of minimal stage setting that leaves actors
nowhere to hide: three chairs, a telephone on a half-round table and a folding screen from a doctor’s surgery
were all they allowed themselves. And what a feast they made of it! Every ounce was squeezed from every
level at which this complex play operates. There really were ‘gales’ of laughter from the audience at the
perfectly delivered one-liners. And there were also moments of appropriately stunned reflection as
Bennett’s play shifted in a second from uproarious farce to the kind of penetrating consideration of mortality
and the human condition that Bennett has since made his hallmark. And then, having, silenced us with
ominous intimations of mortality - click - we’re back with farce again, watching a trouserless fitter of false
breasts get a hypodermic stuck in his rear by the vertically challenged and infinitely pompous Chief Medical
Officer of Health - another gale of laughter. Bravo!
The acting from all those who took the stage for this production was excellent. No exception. If I make
special mention here of Graham Blyth and Gay Lloyd it is really only because they occupied such central
roles - Graham Blyth as the ageing doctor with irrepressibly wandering hands ‘He whose lust lasts, lasts
longest’ and Gay Lloyd as the one-woman Greek chorus, ‘Hoover, hoover, hoover in all that passes, I
represent the working classes.’ These however, were only two of a cast of eleven - and the real joy of this
production was the way in which all the cast members worked so well together. This is the kind of play,
especially presented as it was in such a minimalist stage setting, that will ruthlessly expose any weak links.
There were none. For a locally drawn company of amateur actors to sustain a performance of this quality, of
a play that is nothing if not complex and challenging, is a real achievement. On the night I saw the
production they played to a deservedly full house and I’ve no doubt at all that everyone who was treated to
this tour de force will be back for more!
Charles Hull

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Thank you to all those who came to see our October production, ‘Habeas Corpus’. We have been delighted
by your positive responses to the play and it seems that you enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed
performing it! It makes all the hard work worthwhile when someone stops you in the street to say that they
enjoyed your performance. Please read Charles Hull’s splendid review in this issue.
The next production is our annual pantomime in February, when Neil Phillips will be directing ‘Jack and
Jill’ by Norman Robbins. It is full of action and awful jokes, with characters good and bad. Does the
principal boy find true love? Will the dame get her man? Will the good fairy defeat the demon? You will
have to wait until February to find out, but rest assured that The Jubilee Players will be working hard
between now and then to make sure that you are well and truly entertained!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Wood

For the last 6 years I have sold kindling wood at my gate, leaving out usually 4 bags at a time and a plastic
money pot. So far this autumn I have sold no bags although they are regularly put out, every bag so far has
been taken and no money left even the plastic money pot has gone, someone setting up in opposition I
thought. So if any of my regular genuine customers see this letter, and would like to call at the door I will
happily sell them some.
Jane Robins Hill Farm, Frettenham Road, Horstead
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Operation Christmas Child
I have had lots of beautifully filled boxes in, also bags of toothbrushes,
toothpaste, flannels, toys, knitted hats etc to add to the boxes if they need
them. Thank you so much for all your generosity.

By the time you receive this Marlpit, the boxes will have been loaded onto
the lorry to begin their journey to Novi Sad in Serbia. One of our
volunteers is going to Serbia with a group from other areas and will help
distribute our boxes. I’m hoping she will come back with lots of photos
for me to show you all.

Jill

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Horstead Bowls Club

The end-of-season circular issued by the Norwich Bowling Association
indicates that we could retain our premier division status after all. The league
has received notice of almost certain withdrawal of two clubs so a proposal
will be put forward at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting that in future
the league will have only three divisions instead of the present four. If that
proposal goes through there will be no relegation from the premier division
and the number of matches to be played will increase from fourteen to
eighteen.

The league is looking for a new treasurer and also a new fixtures secretary to
fill the posts left vacant following Geoff Ball’s move to Scotland.

As ever the club welcomes new members so anybody wanting to play next
year is invited to contact Des Leckenby' 736361.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Thank You

Colt Jags Football Club would like to say thank you to everyone that has
donated the Tesco Sports for Schools Vouchers. These vouchers enable the club
to get equipment for free through the Tesco scheme. Being a smaller club each
child gets to benefit from the equipment we have and being a non-profit
organisation all donations are always very gratefully received.

Whilst Tesco have now stopped handing out the vouchers for this year our
deadline for claiming our free equipment is the end of 2007, so if you do still
have any vouchers lying around that you would like to pass on to us please call
' 266193 / 07982 718101 and we will arrange to collect them from you. It
doesn’t matter how few you may have, they all count.

Thank you once again for your support.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Talking of Trains by Gerald Siviour

A 10 week course to examine the past and present of railways worldwide and East Anglia in particular their
future role in a world whose global warming is of serious concern.

This weekly course of lectures will be held on Wednesday mornings from 10.00 - 11.45am commencing on
Wednesday 16th January 2008 at the Broadland Community Centre, Stalham Road, Hoveton. The fee for the
course of 10 lectures will be £40, retired students £35. There is no fee for the unemployed.

County Organiser: Margaret Todd, 47 Elm Grove Lane, Norwich, NR3 3LF. ' 414586.

WEA – Workers’ Educational Association, Hoveton and Wroxham Branch

Registered Charity No 1112775
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Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls
Christmas Bingo

Saturday, 15th December 2007

Eyes Down 7.30 pm

Refreshments served in interval

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls Club

Bingo

Saturday, 26th January 2008

Eyes Down 7.30 pm

Refreshments served in interval

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Jack and Jill
Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th February 2008

Evening performances at 7.30pm. Matinees Friday and Saturday at 2.30pm

Don’t miss out on the best seats in the house. Tickets for the pantomime go on sale on Saturday 12th January
12.30 - 1.30pm at the Tithe Barn. They will then be on sale at the Tithe Barn on Saturday mornings during
rehearsals.

Tickets: £6 Concessions £5 (Not Friday and Saturday nights) Children £4

Box Office: Carol White, The Forge, Horstead ' 737665

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
For Sale

Pine Bunk Beds (nearly new thicker mattresses) £100, 2 x Lockable safety gates £7 each, Travel Cot £30,
Lightweight Buggy - Pink £10, Maclaren Buggy (needs a MOT) £30, Safety Fire Guard - Expandable £15.
Ono considered, buyers collect ' 737401.

Cleaner Wanted
Professional working family in Horstead are looking for someone to do general cleaning and ironing for a
few hours each week. Times can flexible. Must be reliable. More information' 266193 / 07982 718101.

Wanted
Holiday Cottage/Self Catering Accommodation in or near Coltishall August 2008. We are looking for a
property to rent for a week in August 2008. Whilst dates are slightly flexible it would be for a few days
prior to Friday 8th August and a few days after. There are various family members travelling from Devon to
Norwich for a wedding. The party includes one child aged 6. No pets. ' 266193 / 07982 718101.

For Sale
Kitchen Aid Food Mixer 5KSM90 white, recipe book and splatter guard included. Hardly used, as new
condition £110 ono. ' 737915.

For Sale
BMX 21’ Frame, 20’ Wheels Boys Cyle, Red/Silver, Comes with 4 Stunt Pegs, VGC, 1 year old, £55 ono.

' 738529.
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A wonderful display of 50 Christmas trees inside one of Broadland’s most beautiful churches

St Mary’s Wroxham

Saturday 1st - Sunday 9th December 2007

10.30am - 5.30pm daily
Come and help judge the winning entries to win a £100 prize

Refreshments available

Entry by programme £3.50, children £1

In aid of Wroxham group of churches and local charities

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Deck the Halls

A Christmas Floral Art Demonstration

With

David Wright Judy Barham

Anne Bridge and Julia Knights

Buxton Primary School

Friday 7th December 2007, 7.30pm

Tickets £10 includes refreshments

From David 738349 and Judy 402752

Raffle

Orchid Jewellery, Phoenix Cards, Penny Dower and More

Sponsored by Sweetbriar Wholesale Flowers Ltd

Proceeds to Local Charities
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The Churches

From The Reverend Christopher Engelsen

Dear friends

You may well know that moving Christmas story from the First World War of how the sound of German soldiers in the
trenches singing ‘Silent Night ‘was heard by British soldiers in their trenches. Both sides were soon singing together,
and, miraculously, came out to toast the festive season. They played football. Those who were earlier caught up in the
horrors of war, were united in the spirit of Christmas - that celebration of the Prince of Peace. Soon, too soon, they
were called back to their positions, and fighting resumed. The truce was over.

Christmas can come to us as something of a ‘truce’ in our lives. Though not in the trauma of the trenches, we are in the
midst of our own struggles and burdens, - even just our daily business and routines. Christmas, real Christmas, (not the
frantic partying, and spending spree it can become), offers a brief time out, with the sound of carols, candle, light, and
the sharing of some fun and laughter.

It may well be a truce, as people are moved to be forgiving and generous with one another, hearing the ancient story of
the birth of Jesus, God coming into the often too narrow world, lifting us into a place of wonder and love. But, too
soon, Christmas is over, and that vision is easily forgotten.

But does it have to be like this? The shepherds and the Wise Men returned to their usual duties, but their lives had been
changed forever. They were able to be led straight to the heart of Christmas - the baby in the stable, in whom they saw
the glory of infinite love, the arrival of the One who would reconcile God and his world, and the world to its self. They
returned to the usual struggles of their time, much like ours, - yet they returned in hope and peace, in the knowledge
that to come into the presence of God, opens up new life and possibilities for all who welcome Christ.

I welcome you to come and worship at our Christmas services, and be lifted up to that greater, truer dimension of glory
and love. Faith in Christ, he who died upon the cross, will not offer us escape from troubles, but will give a strength
and purpose that makes a real difference.

The Carol Services are Sunday 9th December at Horstead Church at 6.00pm and at Coltishall Church on Sunday 16th at
3.30pm for the beautiful Christingle Service.

On Christmas Eve, come down to Great Hautbois Church for the Children’s Crib Service at 3.15pm.

Midnight Mass is at 11.30pm at Coltishall, taking us into Christmas Day.

Christmas Day has Morning Prayer at Horstead Church at 10.00am.

I wish you a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Christopher
� � � � � � � � � �

Worship in the Benefice

2nd December Advent Sunday
10.00am Holy Communion, Joint Benefice Service, Hainford Church

5th December Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion, St. John’s, Coltishall

9th December Second Sunday of Advent
9.30am No Morning Service, Horstead
9.30am Holy Communion, All Saints’, Hainford

11.00am Holy Communion, St. John’s, Coltishall
11.00am Morning Prayer, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

4.00pm Carol Service, St. Margaret’s, Stratton Strawless
6.00pm Carol Service, All Saints’ Horstead
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11th December Thursday
10.00am Holy Communion with Quiet Prayer, Brook House

16th December Third Sunday Of Advent
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saints’ Hainford
9.30am Holy Communion, All Saints’ Horstead

11.00am Holy Communion, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham
3.30pm Christingle, St. John’s, Coltishall

23rd December Fourth Sunday of Advent
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saint’s, Horstead

11.00am Holy Communion, St. John’s, Coltishall
11.00am Carol Service, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

5.00pm Carol Service, All Saints’, Hainford

24th December Christmas Eve
3.15pm Crib Service, Holy Trinity, Great Hautbois

11.30pm Midnight Mass, St. John’s, Coltishall

25th December Christmas Day
10.00am Morning Prayer, All Saints’, Horstead
10.00am Family Communion, All Saints’, Hainford
11.00am Holy Communion, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

30th December The First Sunday Of Christmas
10.00am Holy Communion, Joint Benefice Service, Holy Trinity Church, Great Hautbois

6th January First Sunday of Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion, All Saints’, Horstead
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saints’, Hainford

10.00am Family Service, St. John’s, Coltishall
11.00am Holy Communion, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

10th January Thursday
10.00am Holy Communion with Quiet Prayer, Brook House

13th January Second Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saints’, Horstead.
9.30am Holy Communion, All Saints’, Hainford

11.00am Holy Communion, St. John’s Coltishall
11.00am Morning Prayer, St. Swithin’s, Frettenham

20th January Third Sunday of Epiphany
11.00am United Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, St. John’s, Coltishall

6.30pm Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing, St John’s, Coltishall

27th January Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
11.00am Joint Benefice Service, St. Margaret’s, Stratton Strawless with Bishop Tony Foottit,

celebrating the 300th Anniversary of the Birth of Robert Marsham, Naturalist

� � � � � � � � � �

Christingle Service

Sunday 16th December, 3.30pm in Coltishall Church. If your child/children would like to receive a Christingle please
fill in the slip below and return to Revd. Christopher Engelsen. This will help us to know how many Christingles to
prepare.

% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

There are . . . . . . . Children in my family who would like to receive a Christingle. Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Crib Service

Monday 24th December, 3.15pm at Great Hautbois Church. Any children who would like to join the crib scene at this
Service are welcome to come as angels, shepherds, sheep or wise men.
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Salvation Army Events
December

Monday 3rd Over sixties / Cameo at 2.30pm
Tuesday 4th Coffee & Mini Market 10.00am - 12.00noon
Wednesday 5th Luncheon Club at 12.30 pm
Monday 10th Oversixties / Cameo at 2.30pm
Tuesday 11th Coffee and Mini Market 10.00am - 12.00noon
Wednesday 12th Luncheon Club at 12.30pm
Monday 17th Oversixties / Cameo at 2.30pm
Tuesday 18th Coffee and Mini Market 10.00am - 12.00noon
Wednesday 19th Luncheon Club at 12.30pm

� � � � � � � � � �
Roman Catholic Parish

Parish Priest: Fr David Bagstaff, 4 Norwich Road, North Walsham,( 01692 403258
Parish Website: www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com

Services for Advent
5.00pm Sunday 2nd December Evening prayer and music for first Sunday of Advent
St John of the Cross Church, White Hart Street, Aylsham

7.30pm Wednesday 12th December Readings and Carols by Candlelight
St Helen’s Church, Horning Road West, Hoveton

3.00pm Sunday 16th December Parish Carol Service
Sacred Heart Church, Kings Arms Street, North Walsham

4th Sunday of Advent, 23rd December
St Helen’s Church 5.30pm, Saturday 22nd, (anticipatory Mass)
St John of the Cross Church Mass 9.00am
Sacred Heart Church Mass 11.00am

Christmas Masses
Sacred Heart Church, Christmas Eve 6.00pm Family Mass for Christmas

9.00pm Anticipated Midnight Mass

St Helen’s Church Midnight Mass, preceded by carols at 11.30pm
10.30am, Christmas Day

St John of the Cross Church 9.00am, Christmas Day

� � � � � � � � � �

Floodlighting for St John the Baptist, Coltishall

Week Commencing In Memoriam Sponsor

28th October Cyril Morse Margaret

18th November Mabel Morse Margaret

18th November Gladys Hall
23rd November 1908 - 12th January 2007

Nora

2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd December Jenny Holdaway Peter, Penny and family

23rd December Remembering Lee at Christmas Bill and Sue Toomer

30th December Margaret Hudson 4th January Gerald, Dale, Sam and Amber

30th December Muriel and Sophie Mary and Paul Thomas

30th December Stanley Meadows David and Judy Francis

Floodlighting entries and enquiries to Jill Blackburn' 737442



20

News from All Saints Horstead

Church Roof Repairs: As many of you will have noticed by now scaffolding
surrounds the church. We are very pleased that the repairs to our roof are going
ahead. This is possible because of village fund raising, donations and generous
help from a private Trust fund. The work agreed is for repairs to the roof and
then for internal repair to the chancel plaster work and whitewashing the walls.
The work should be completed next February. Please take care if you visit the
churchyard or church while work is in progress. Anyone wishing to raise an
issue about the work should contact the Church Wardens first who will then deal
with it with the appropriate authority. Thank you for your co-operation.

Treasurer and Secretary: As yet no one has come forward to help with these posts. We desperately need someone to
take on these positions, please consider if you could be of help in any way.

Christmas Cards: Cards blank inside with a picture of Horstead Church on the front are available. They make good
Christmas cards or seasonal notelets. Five cards with envelopes for £3. Contact anyone from church or Sylvia Coward
' 737915

Celebrating an Anniversary or Remembering a Loved One: We are happy to arrange flowers in church for a
special anniversary or to remember a loved one. You can either donate or pay for the flowers and they will be put in
church for you.

Christmas Flowers: The church will be decorated for Christmas (date to be finalised, please see church notice board
nearer the time) we will be putting up and decorating the Christmas tree and polishing the brasses if there is enough
help. This is always a happy time and coffee and refreshments are served. We would be very pleased of any help so
please join us. Anyone wishing to help or donate flowers please contact Sylvia Coward.

Visitors to the Church: Please remember that this is your village church. It is kept locked but a key can always be
obtained if you would like to visit or spend some quiet time there. Keyholders names are on the church notice board.

Every Good Wish for Christmas and 2008 from all at Horstead Church

� � � � � � � � � �

The Marlpit would like to wish
All our Readers

A Happy Christmas
And

A Peaceful and Prosperous
New Year


