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Village Diary 

May 2006 
Friday 5th 7.30pm Horstead With Stanninghall Parish Council, Annual Parish Meeting, Tithe Barn 

Friday 5th 9.00 - 11.00 Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School, Coffee Morning, Church Rooms, Coltishall 

Friday 5th 7.30pm Hoveton, Wroxham & District Gardening Club, Free Fun Quiz 

Wednesday 10th 7.00pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council, Meeting, Hayloft, Tithe Barn 

Wednesday 10th 7.00 for 7.30 Wroxham Flower Club, Open Meeting, Broadland High School, Hoveton, Neil 

Whittaker, Nature’s Own 

Monday 15th 7.00 - 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 17th 7.30pm Coltishall and Horstead WI, Meeting, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 17th 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning at the Rectory, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Wednesday 17th 7.30pm Marlpit Editors’ Meeting, Coltishall Mead 

Thursday 18th 6.30pm Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy, 12 St Margaret’s Close, Horstead 

Sunday 21st 9.30 - 5.00 Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School, Studio Portrait Day, Village Hall, Coltishall 

Monday 29th 7.00 - 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

June 2006 
Friday 9th 9.00 – 11.00 Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School, Coffee Morning, Church Rooms 

Thursday 22nd 7.00pm Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries, Open Evening, Church Room, 

Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Saturday 24th 7.30pm 1st Coltishall Guides, Coltishall Village Hall, Auction Spectacular 

The Marlpit aims to produce a magazine as an informative communication of local news, events and articles. 

Articles are published in good faith and are not necessarily the opinion of the Editors. 

Any item submitted must have a contact name and telephone number for use by the Editors. 

Non-Commercial Advertisements for Village Events, Interests & Activities. 

Advertisements are free of charge for one issue only. 

They will only be accepted if they fit a maximum of a ½ page and will be re-sized at the Editors’ discretion. 

Articles for Sale - Personal and Domestic. 

Personal advertisements for local residents are free of charge for one issue only. 

Front Cover Picture 

Lockkeeper’s Cottage 
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It's Gone All Quiet Up The Road 

My family and I have lived here, first in Coltishall and now in Horstead, for over twenty years.  Throughout 

that time, Spring has, for me, always been marked by a very special sound.  No, not the first cuckoo.  Nor 

the chirpy cheeping of Easter chicks.  Not even the distinctive noises of our touring visitors on the Broads. 

No, 'my' sound has been RAF Coltishall's Jaguar display pilot working up for his approval to head for the 

new season's display circuit.  Every year there would be a moment when, whatever I might be doing, I'd 

suddenly become conscious of the unmistakable sound of a jet aerobatic display in the high overhead.   I'd 

invariably run outside and, after much squinting and craning of neck, would eventually pick up and follow 

the distant spot through his sequence up in the heavens. 

Over succeeding days, he'd work down to a thousand feet or so until, having been given the Air Officer 

Commanding's stamp of approval, he'd be rorting across my neighbours' rooftops practising his full display.  

With my background, thirty two years in the RAF, I never minded the noise.  The sound of Spring!  And, 

although there were, no doubt, some who weren't so keen on the din, it seemed that most of you local people 

didn't object either.  Remarkable, the affection that existed in the area for the local Air Station. 

Coltishall.  Closed now.  No solo aerobatic display this year; no familiar sound.  The longest-serving Battle 

of Britain Fighter Station has been declared surplus to requirements and its last aircraft have left.  No point 

in going into, again, the rationale for the present and future size and shape of the military.  Probably best, at 

this stage, to accept the way that's been determined. 

I first visited Coltishall as a CCF cadet on an Easter camp in 1964.  We youngsters marvelled at the 

Lightnings which were then resident, and also enjoyed hugely the coach trip to that other Norfolk ex-base at 

West Raynham to see the, then revolutionary, vertical take-off Kestrel being operated by the 

UK/US/German Tripartite Squadron.  That outstanding camp was one of the events which persuaded me to 

join the RAF. 

I only did one tour at Coltishall, so why did we settle here?  Like many things in life, events probably led us 

rather than our making a conscious decision.  We were posted here at the point in our lives when we needed 

to buy a house.  And our first-born went to his primary school here, with Mum making many friends among 

her contemporaries at the school gates.  Although we've had overseas postings since, to Germany, Canada 

and Belgium, we've always maintained this local base and have been delighted to come back, to catch up 

with old friends and acquaintances and to re-visit familiar haunts.  And the pleasantest memories of my 

subsequent staff tours in the Ministry of Defence are always of the train journey home to family and friends 

in Norfolk each Friday evening.  All of which indicates that the roots, however inadvertently put down, are 

strong.  We love this area. 

As well as flying Jags from Coltishall, I've also from time-to-time flown the next generation's Cadets from 

the Station in the little Chipmunk.  There was never much time to admire the scenery from the cockpit of the 

jet, but it was different from the old piston trainer.  There would be my wife and children, looking up from 

the garden of our then house in King's Road as I departed with my young passengers on our trips over the 

Broads!  Nowadays, my vantage point is an airliner flight deck, and as I look down during the approach to 

Norwich International, it's unnatural to see the deserted aprons at Coltishall.  Such a vibrant location and 

now, effectively, dead. 

But not forgotten, for sure.  And let me tell you that the celebration of Coltishall's passing was quite 

something.  We were there!  To give you an idea of the spirit of the disbandment, here's a note from the 

instructions for the Final Ball: 'drinks will be free from 7pm until 4am; after that there will be a cash bar.' (!) 

It was a fabulous evening.  Indeed, a wonderful and memorable couple of days.  Old friends re-met.  Those 

no longer with us remembered.  A new Squadron Standard presented.  Another handed over to a new unit.  

Immaculate parades and flypasts.  Chief of Defence Staff and the Chief of the Air Staff present, both ex-

Coltishall Jaguar pilots.  A most moving occasion in the Cathedral, led by Bishop Graham.  Confirmation 

that the wonderful commemorative Battle of Britain Lace tapestry, which has hung for many years in the 

Officers' Mess, will find, in the future, an honoured place in the Cathedral.  Lumps in throats, but no tears.  

Truly, nobody does these things better than the RAF. 

The Jags have moved to Coningsby in Lincolnshire, and aren't planned to go out of service until the end of 

2007.  But still, next Spring, there will be no aerobatic noise over Coltishall.  We, as a family, will miss it.  I 

think, around here, everybody will, not least the many ex-Service people who have, like us, settled in the 

local community.  One of RAF Coltishall's many legacies. 
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Marlpit Deliveries 

We are constantly being told by readers that they value The Marlpit and that it is 

generally well received.  It doesn’t arrive through your letterbox by magic; there 

are some 50 people involved in producing and distributing the magazine.  The 

delivery rounds are such that they generally take about an hour to walk round and 

we publish ten times annually.  We currently need to recruit deliverers for 2 

rounds with one more becoming vacant at the end of May: 

Ling Way area - this could be split into 2 rounds, each of about one hour. 

Rectory Road, Coltishall - we shall need a deliverer to take part of Rectory Road after the May issue 

If you value The Marlpit and feel you can assist us for an hour a month, please ring Eric Johnson on 738683.  

If deliverers do not come forward then we may not be able to deliver the Marlpit through the letterboxes in 

some areas. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Dear Readers 

I recently wrote to the Norfolk County Council regarding the danger of crossing the road in our village, and 

this is the reply I received. 

Sue Edmondson 

Coltishall - High Street Pedestrian Crossing 

Thank you for your letter dated 20 March 2006, regarding a new pedestrian crossing facility in Coltishall. 

I am pleased to inform you that a pedestrian crossing assessment has been requested for the junction B1150 

High Street and B1354 Church Street, which will establish whether a new crossing facility would be viable.  

I anticipate the assessment to be completed by late autumn. 

If the assessment concludes that a pedestrian crossing would be advantageous, the details will be added to 

prioritised list for inclusion in a future year’s programme. 

Speeding vehicles is a matter for Norfolk Constabulary, who have recently been advised, following concerns 

from Coltishall Parish Council. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Karl Rands  Highway Engineer 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Tarmac 

Notification has been received by Horstead with Stanninghall 

Parish Council, from Trafford Estates and Tarmac Ltd, giving 

a proposed format for the commencement of work on the 

Norwich Road Site. 

First Phase: Preparing Process Plant and Bunds, at the same 

time constructing the new access.  It is not anticipated there 

will be any work on the site this year. 

Anticipated preparatory work commencing Spring / Early Summer 2007 so that the plant site and processing 

plant could be constructed during remainder of 2007. 

The sale of minerals from the site not anticipated to commence until beginning of 2008. 

Tarmac have indicated that it is their intention to form a Local Liaison Committee comprising elected 

Members and Officers of Parish, District and County Councils, together with Residents who may have a 

special interest in the site. 

They intend to keep the Local Community fully informed of issues as they arrive. 



 4

Coltishall Then and Now 

Last Month I put a picture from Coltishall School on the front cover, and asked if any of the people in the 

photo were still around.  I have spoken to three such people who are in the photo and am arranging to take a 

‘reunion’ photo on the 9th May at 10.30am.  If anybody else recognises themselves from the photo and 

would like to take part, please get in touch as there is still plenty of time. 

I also mentioned the V2 which landed near the Lower Common, several people have given me some 

additional information about this including Mrs Udell from Addison Close; she lived at The Rising Sun at 

the time.  All the windows in the building were shuttered, apart from the Kitchen.  Mrs Udell was in the 

Kitchen washing up at the time and the windows were blown in.  Also Roy Landamore can remember the 

event; he was in the Church reading rooms at the time watching a Christian magic lantern slide show.  He 

went down to the site the next morning and picked up a souvenir from the rocket which he still has.  One of 

his most prominent memories is of a black and white cow that had died as a result of the explosion. 

People have told me the story of a cow having it's head blown off by a German rocket in Coltishall during 

the War.  Perhaps with a pint of Adnams inside, it just sounded better that way? 

This month’s cover photo is of the Lockkeepers cottage; this is a building I know very little about apart from 

it must have been very picturesque.  I have got several prints of paintings of the cottage with Victorian or 

Edwardian-looking ladies reclining nearby, cows gently grazing and the odd Wherry moored up to complete 

the scene.  Where was this tranquil spot?  Who lived in the cottage?  Did you have to pay to have the lock 

opened, and was it really the serene spot depicted in all of these scenes? 

The photo above is one of several in existence taken shortly after the flood of 1912.  I know many similar 

photos exist as I regularly see them for sale, usually for much higher prices than I would like to pay.  Does 

anyone have any interesting stories from the flood, or any pictures they wouldn't mind me copying?  Does 

anyone recognise any of the faces in the photo? 

As usual I can be contacted on 01603 738361 or info@hedgesbandb.co.uk or The Hedges, Tunstead 

Road Coltishall NR12 7AL. 

David Alexander 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Volunteer Needed! 

A volunteer is needed to take bookings and hold keys for the village hall.  It would take very little time, and 

does not involve opening/locking up.  Someone who lives close to the village hall would be ideal. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk 01508 558761 if interested. 
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Coltishall Heritage Tree No 3 – Mike and Irene’s Medlar 

The Medlar tree is a very unusual and quite rare fruit tree although it has been grown in England and Europe 

for many centuries and reached it’s popularity in the Middle Ages.  The white or slightly pink, blossoms an 

inch or two across, are claimed to be every bit as ‘showy’ as a rose!  Almost every Medlar flower will set 

fruit.  Mike tells me that the branches bow down with the weight of fruit (given the size of the branches, 

that’s one big load of fruit!).  The fruit is admittedly ugly!  A thousand years ago the English had a very 

earthy, robust name (quite unprintable here) for the fruit and the French gave it the very unflattering title ‘cul 

de chien’. 

When ready for harvesting, Medlars are rock hard and ‘puckery’ (i.e. high in tannins) and a process called 

‘bletting’ or softening must be employed before they are ready for use!  In fact, the fruit must get close to 

rotten before eating and I am told by one lady in the village it makes lovely jam. 

The origin of the tree pre-dates Mike and Irene’s house (late Victorian) and was thought to have once been 

part of an orchard belonging to a much older house nearby.  The tree is a much loved family tree and Mike 

tells me his grandchildren love to climb into it in the summer and sit amongst it’s gnarled branches and read! 

It is good to know that old trees are appreciated and I think that they provide a valuable link with previous 

generations and also provide us with a fascinating glimpse of how people used to live. 

In the past, Medlar wood was prized for it’s durability and the fruits for their medical virtues. 

The herbalist Culpepper, writing in the seventeenth century, considered the fruit to be effective to - 

‘strengthen the retentive faculty and therefore it stays women’s longings.  The good old man cannot endure 

women’s minds should run a gadding . . . very powerful to stay any fluxed blood or humours in man or 

women . . . the fruit eaten by women with child stays their longing after unusual meats!’ 

The wood was prized for spear points, cudgels, fighting clubs, walking sticks and canes. 

So there you are.  If you want to control a woman’s ‘longings’ and control the ‘gadding’ or are thinking 

about manufacturing spears cudgels or fighting clubs go and see Mike! 

Peter Croot, Coltishall Tree Warden, 737427 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Two Vacancies Still Exist 

For Parish Councillor 

In the Parish of Horstead with Stanninghall 

If you are interested please contact the Parish Clerk    01603 736725 
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Crime Reduction Advice from PC Paterson 

Burglary 

Reduce the risk of your home being burgled by making sure you’ve taken 

these simple (and often inexpensive) precautions. 

Most burglaries are carried out by opportunist thieves.  In 2 out of 10 

burglaries, they don’t even have to use force - they get in through an open 

door or window.  Fitting strong locks to your doors and windows is a good 

starting point.  If you are replacing or fitting new doors and windows, get 

ones that are certified to British Standard BS7950 (windows) or PAS 24-1 

(doors). and make sure you always keep them fully locked when 

appropriate.

Look at your home through a burglar’s eyes.  Ask yourself: 

1. How would you get in if you’d forgotten your keys?  

2. Are there places where burglars could break in without being seen? 

3. Would they have to make a lot of noise by breaking glass? 

Norfolk Constabulary have produced a 'Do It Yourself' guide which will help you conduct a crime 

prevention survey of your own home which I can supply on request. 

If there are any other issues that local residents feel need to be addressed by Police within the Parish, for 

example – traffic speed or parking, I would ask that they express their opinions either to the parish council 

or direct to me. 

Should you wish to contact me I can be reached at Acle Police Station either by phone on 0845 456 4567, 

fax on 01493 333160 or e-mail on patersons@norfolk.pnn.police.uk.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Growing Up With Ben 
The Curse of the Black Woggle 

Ben has recently joined the Cub Troop at Wroxham.  The first few weeks were on a trial 

basis and he didn’t need the uniform but, as he thoroughly enjoyed the activities, we 

purchased the uniform and he was duly ‘invested’, swearing allegiance to Queen and 

Country.  He was presented with a red scarf (Necker) and a yellow woggle (the ring that 

holds the scarf together).  Now to the tale of the black woggle, which for some reason 

reminds me of the Pirates of the Caribbean (perhaps it's the Black Pearl).  The tale goes 

something like this: 

Long ago there was a black woggle.  It was feared by youngsters up and down the land for the holder of the 

black woggle was doomed for eternity to walk the streets in disgrace.  The black woggle fell into the hands 

of Akela (the leader of the band of pirates masquerading as cub scouts in Wroxham) and Akela spoke ‘Any 

one of you ruffians who misbehaves will be cursed with the black woggle’. 

The pack trembled with fear for the holder of the black woggle had to tell his parents the full story of his 

misdeeds and was banished from the future meetings for several weeks (or so the story goes).  Will anybody 

receive the black woggle … watch this space. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

A Reply to Growing up with Ben 

While Julie and Ben were playing eyes down 

Mel was enjoying a night on the town 

There are sacrifices to be made 

And this was one you should have paid 

Ben, there’s a favour to be had 

And this time it’s from your Dad 

I may get into trouble for writing this ditty 

But is there anyone else out there more witty? 

Doreen Snelling 
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Light Pollution 

Did you know that from 6th April 2006 anyone who finds artificial light a nuisance can seek help from the 

local council.  Failure to comply with the regulations can lead to fines of up to £5,000 under the ‘Clean 

Neighbourhoods and Environment Act’. 

But why all the fuss? 

The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) is launching Night Blight! in May to draw 

attention to the problem of light pollution.  This it defines as inefficient and inappropriate lighting which: 

Wastes energy 

Spoils view of the stars 

Damages the character of the countryside 

Impacts on wildlife and residential amenity 

Norfolk County Council have already been awarded by CPRE because it uses sensitive lighting and CCTV 

instead of permanent dusk-dawn lighting in its 20 recycling centres. 

We are lucky in our villages that we can still see the stars on really clear nights, but there are many security 

lights which perhaps could be angled downwards more, reduced in intensity or changed for more 

environmentally-friendly systems.  What do you think? 

Eco-Warrior

Visit CPRE: www.cpre.org.uk.

CPRE National Office, 128 Southwark Street, London, SE1 0SW.   020 7981 2800.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Horstead Bowls Club 

The new league season starts with a home game in the City Bowls League 

against Heath House on Tuesday 2nd May and our first match in the Norwich 

Bowling Association is in the first round of the Anniversary Trophy against 

Lenwade Bridge on Thursday 18th May.  In this knockout competition half the 

team play at home and the other half play away. 

Other fixtures in May are: 

Friday  12th City Swanton Abbott  Home 

Monday  15th City Anglian Windows Away 

Friday  19th City Coltishall  Home 

Friday  26th NBA Marlpit   Away 

Spectators are welcome at home games and any prospective new members or beginners should either 

telephone Des Leckenby on 736361 or just turn up any Sunday morning, 10.15am, or Wednesday evening 

6.30pm.  All beginners need to start are soft shoes or trainers; bowls can be borrowed from existing 

members. 
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Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries 

This is a message to all who live in our local area and depend on the surgeries at Coltishall and Spixworth.  

The proud record of the Friends started out as the Coltishall and Spixworth Surgery Support Group in 1992, 

by a group of worthy people who wanted to help others by providing those extra items of equipment for use 

by the surgeries, which would make diagnosis and treatment more convenient or effective.  To this end, 

some £30,961.65 has been raised over the years and the relevant items and/or services provided.  A full list 

of these is available in each surgery. 

However, time takes its toll and whilst new people have joined the Friends 

during this period, we are now at a point where departures are exceeding 

arrivals!  At the fourteenth AGM held on 9th March 2006, one major question 

was raised – do we need to cease functioning, due to lack of members of the 

Friends?  In accordance with the Constitution, this question could not be 

answered on the day!  So why is there a lack of people wanting to join us?  

There is no cost or membership fee and not too much of a call on your time, 

with only possibly four meetings, plus two or three fundraising events, in each 

year.  Or, possibly, the reason is that much of the community does not realise 

the benefits our work gives them!  For example, as a result of the equipment 

we have purchased, our doctors are now able to carry out further diagnostic 

work and treatments in patients’ homes or the surgeries which otherwise would 

have to be carried out at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital in 

Colney.

Our next target is to purchase an electro-surgery unit, which will enable our very own qualified surgeon, Dr 

Gheyi, to carry out minor surgery work.  The major benefits of this facility include speedy diagnosis and 

treatment here, NOT having to go on to the ‘Waiting List', the end of which never seems to come into sight, 

and saving you time and inconvenience (and cost) of those dreaded journeys to the Norfolk and Norwich!  

To help families, we have furnished a baby changing room and also had a ‘loop’ system installed at 

reception, which is a great aid to those with hearing difficulties.  To save other journeys elsewhere, the 

surgeries, at our suggestion, now stock hearing aid batteries.  Not a lot in itself maybe, but to an otherwise 

incapacitated person, it’s a major benefit and comfort.  Have you or your family had the benefit of using a 

Blood Pressure testing unit in your own home?  These units, provided by the Friends, give not only a more 

accurate record of your blood pressure, because you take it in the comfort of your own home, in your own 

chosen time and when you’re relaxed, against being concerned about it in the surgery after waiting to be 

seen.  We feel that it would be a great pity to see all this ending because of a lack of volunteers coming 

along to join us. 

The present group of the Friends comprises:  Charles Smith (President), Derek Wilson (Chairman), Jackie 

Cunnington (Treasurer), Peta McCurley (Secretary), Rosemary Fawcett, Ann Hedge, Daphne Knights, 

Margaret Montgomery, Jean Pilkington and Gisela Revill. 

Now to the crunch!  So that you can come, meet and talk to the current members, we have arranged an open 

evening to take place in the Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall on Thursday 22nd June 2006 starting at 

7.00pm.  You will find that we are a friendly bunch of Friends and you’ll be able to discuss how YOU could 

be of help to us and subsequently to the rest of YOUR community.  More to the point, YOU with your own 

ideas and support could make the difference between the Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries 

remaining in being for the benefit of ALL – or closing.  Membership is open to anyone who would like to 

provide an input, however great or small, no matter.  We all have a skill of some sort or other to offer and all 

will be welcome.  Thank you for reading this. 

Gisela Revill Publicity Officer 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

What’s on at the Railway Tavern 

Friday 5th May – Karaoke   Saturday 6th May – The Elevators – Live Band 

Friday 12th May – Darts Knockout  Saturday 13th May – TBC – call for details 

Friday 19th May – Fick ‘N’ Finn   Saturday 20th May – Floating Greyhounds - Live Band 

Friday 26th May – Pool Knockout  Saturday 27th May – Blister - Live Band 

Friday 2nd June – Karaoke 
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Teddy Bear and Air Fare Appeal 

Have you a lovable teddy at home that would like to go and live in warmer climes and 

become the loved toy of a child? 

The William Booth Home for Boys is an orphanage in Medan, Indonesia.  Home to 78 

boys aged from 2 - 16.  Many of these boys have been here since birth, left on the 

orphanage doorstep.  Others arrived after the Tsunami. 

The Salvation Army is represented here, through the Norwich Citadel and Major Ray 

Begley, who personally travels out to Medan to help with charity work.  Funds have 

been raised recently to continue the good work, the latest project being a toilet and 

shower block. 

Photos of these boys show them always smiling, even though they have so little.  Only a couple of the boys 

have teddy bears on their beds and it is because of this that I would like to get 78 teddies together, with some 

funds to air freight them, and send them out to the orphanage.  Can you help? 

Clean, lovable teddies, child huggable, air freight size please.  Air Fare £2 per teddy. 

Drop them off to me, Alexis Main, at Priva Fashions, or telephone 01603 300578 and I will arrange 

collection.

On behalf of the boys, Many, Many Thanks. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

News From the Bell Tower 

The 1st April 2006 was of course a very special day, although a very sad day 

for RAF Coltishall, being the end of 66 years of continuous operational 

flying, but celebrations were held to commemorate its illustrious history. 

So it was that on Saturday afternoon at 4.30pm.at St John’s Church a band 

made up of Rob Robinson, from RAF Coltishall, Nigel Westmancott, ex RAF 

from Fakenham, Tony Weston, Dennis Moore and Phil Dentten , all ex RAF 

men, along with our conductor for these special occasions, Richard Adamek, 

rang 1,440 changes of Bob Doubles.  It was a very special sound as it rang out 

across the fields of Coltishall on that Saturday afternoon whilst the villagers 

listened out for the sound of fighter squadrons going over for the last time.  

We all felt very proud and pleased that we had made that special effort to 

commemorate such an historic event, and also to remember that this was the 

last Battle of Britain RAF Station to be closed. 

Back to reality and the Annual General Meeting which is held in Holy Week because there is no ringing.  It 

was a very good meeting, with lots of new ideas being put forward to raise cash, to recruit new members, 

and of course welcoming our new comers who are now officially Northern Branch Members.  Election of 

Officers, Tower Captain, Mr Harvey Meadows, Deputy Tower Captain, Mr Chris Hill, Treasurer, Mr Tony 

Weston, Secretary, Mrs Audrey Weston.  As everyone was prepared to stay on another year, and members 

were very pleased with the job they had done, these people were voted on once more. 

On the question of new members, whilst we are in the process of printing leaflets giving all the information 

a ringer would require, and putting one two other ideas in the pipeline, why not come along and see just 

what goes on during the Monday evening practise session.  We start at 7.30pm but, should anyone be 

working late etc., or doing homework, do come along, we finish at 9.00pm.  It is quite a social activity, and 

practise days are organised with other churches where experienced ringers are at hand to help and advise.  If 

you are not quite sure about it, why not come along and just watch; we would all be very pleased to see you, 

and who knows, you may very well want to have a go. 

On a final note, the Ringing World magazine has asked for as many bands as possible to ring for the 

Queen’s 80th Birthday celebrations, so we will have to get our heads together and arrange a suitable date for 

this great occasion. 

Audrey Weston Secretary 
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Big C ‘Walk of Thoughts’

Walking Together to Support and Remember 

Big C, the local cancer charity for Norfolk and North Suffolk, is once again inviting people 

to join them in walking together to support and remember cancer sufferers in our area at their 

special ‘Walk of Thoughts’ which is being held at Somerleyton Hall and Estate on Sunday 

25th June 2006. 

Last years inaugural ‘Walk of Thoughts’, saw almost 300 family, friends, colleagues and 

loved ones walking together to raise over £16,000 to help fund local cancer research, support 

and care, and the charity hope to raise even more this year. 

Walking from the front of Somerleyton Hall itself, the 6 mile route takes participants through otherwise 

private woodland of Somerleyton Estate offering wonderful and secluded view of Fritton Lake and passing 

across beautiful Norfolk countryside.  An added incentive for walkers to get to the finish line is that 

Somerleyton Hall are offering discounted entry to the Hall and Gardens for all participants. 

Entrants will be given a commemorative ribbon to wear during and following the walk and a 

commemorative book will be available for participants to mark who they are walking for and their reasons 

for taking part.  Dedications from last year’s event can be read at www.thebigcappeal.co.uk/walkofthoughts.

Many felt the walk gave them time for reflection and thought whilst also allowing for a fun day out with 

friends and family.  The walk is marshalled from 10.00am to 4.00pm with refreshments available as well as 

first aid support. 

If you would like to take part in this event then entry forms and further information are available from 

Hannah Chroston, Fundraising Officer, 01603 619900 or at www.thebigcappeal.co.uk/walkofthoughts.

Alternatively entry forms can be collected from one of the Big C Shops at Castle Meadow or Timberhill in 

Norwich.

About Big C – Your Own Local Cancer Charity 

Big C is your local cancer charity dedicated to funding research, treatment, equipment, care and support for 

cancer patients and their loved ones in Norfolk and North Suffolk.   The charity has been established since 

1980.  Since this time, and with the magnificent support of the local community, we have been able to raise 

over £9 million to fund such projects as: 

Vital equipment and staff at the Norfolk and Norwich, James Paget and Queen Elizabeth Hospitals 

An ongoing world class cancer research programme at the University of East Anglia including specific 

project into Prostate Cancer 

A Counselling Service 

Mobile Breast Screening Units 

The Big C Family Cancer Information and Support Centre, building of which commenced in April 2005 

and is due to reach completion by May 2006. 

Further information about the charity can be found on their website, www.thebigcappeal.co.uk.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club 

The Youth Club has been running for over three years and is popular with its members.  We meet every 

fortnight on a Monday evening in the ‘Social Club’ from 7.00 - 9.00pm.  The members like to play football, 

table tennis, arts and crafts and enjoy the tuck shop.  They also have a karaoke machine which is a delight 

for the adults to hear, especially the short mat bowls team in the Village Hall.  Sometimes all they need is 

somewhere to sit and chat.  There is a down side to this.  At the moment there are four adults to run the 

Youth Club.  We would welcome any help even if it is once every six weeks.  If you are interested please 

telephone Doreen Snelling on 01603 737955 for details.  Anyone interested in joining the Youth Club just 

come along to one of our sessions. 

Youth Club Dates: 

Monday 15th May 7.00 - 9.00pm   Monday 29th May 7.00 - 9.00 pm 

Doreen Snelling, Secretary 
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Notes from a Meeting of Horstead With Stanninghall Parish Council 
Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday 12

th
 April at 7.30pm 

Tree in the River Bure:  Many of you may have noticed the tree which has fallen into and which is partially 

blocking the river Bure south of Coltishall Bridge.  It is being dealt with by the Environment Agency and 

hopefully will be removed before long as there is beginning to be a build up of debris which threatens to 

block the river completely.  In the meantime, please negotiate the footpath with care as the tree has taken 

part of the bank away with it. 

Stanninghall Quarry:  The Parish council have received letters from Tarmac and Trafford Estates 

regarding the timing of the commencement of works and stating their desire to form a liaison group.  For 

more details please see the announcement elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Broadland Home Watch Association:  Broadland Home Watch  are holding their AGM on Monday 19th

June.  For details of timings and the venue, please contact the Parish Clerk.  Likewise, if you are involved in 

the Home Watch Association and live in this area, the Parish Clerk would be pleased to hear from you, even 

if you are unable to attend the meeting. 

Annual Parish Meeting:  A reminder that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Friday 5th May at 7.30 

pm in the Tithe Barn.  Whilst there will be the usual contributions from the Chairman of the Parish Council, 

the Community Policeman and various local organisations, this is mainly your chance to come along and ask 

questions or voice your concerns, or merely meet some of the people whose names appear in the Marlpit 

each month! 

Parish Council Vacancies:  There are still two vacancies to be filled on the Parish Council due to the death 

of Alan Watts and the retirement of the last chairman, Roger Brighton.  If you are interested in filling one of 

these vacancies or know someone else who is, please contact the clerk for more details. 

Report From PC1426 Steve Paterson:  During the period 1st to 31st March, there was one report of 

criminal damage (to a rented property by the occupant), 13 calls from the public had been received (covering 

nuisance behaviour to traffic related problems) and the police had attended to 2 road traffic collisions (minor 

damage only). 

Planning Applications:  Two approvals were received: 

20051830  Horstead Lodge  Listed Building Approval 

20051835  Horstead House  Broads Listed Building Approval 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council will be on Wednesday 10th

May in the Tithe barn at the earlier than usual time of 7.00pm.  This is so that colleagues from Norfolk Rural 

Community Council, Broadland District Council and Flagship Housing Group can meet the Parish Council 

to discuss the Parish Housing Needs Survey. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Probus

We held our March lunch meeting on Wednesday 29th March, followed by an interesting talk by Mr Mike 

Hammond on Hospital Trusts which left us all with a clearer view of how they work, but not necessarily in 

agreement. 

Our forthcoming programme is: 

Wednesday 10th May, Ladies spring lunch at the Hotel Wroxham 

Wednesday 31st May, Lunch with guest speaker Malcolm Howes on Norfolk then and now 

Wednesday 28th June, Lunch with guest speaker Barbara Miller on Norwich. 

On Friday, 15th September we have our very popular visit to the Seaside 

Special on Cromer Pier with a coach departing from Hoveton at 5.15pm and 

dinner en route at Elderton Lodge. 

If you have retired, or are about to retire, and would like to meet interesting 

people, why not join us for one of our lunches and see for yourself.  We meet 

at the Mason Lodge, Wroxham (we hire a room there).  Just give David 

Keable on 01603 720085 a call for a chat and further details. 
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It finally feels as if spring has sprung and I am waiting to hear whether we will have a hose pipe ban before 

long as we didn’t get rained on enough over the winter.  Perhaps the nice amount of snow we did get was the 

wrong sort of wet once it melted to fill any reservoirs?  Anyway just thought I’d offer up some cheery 

thoughts to get us in the mood for washing the car by hand - do jet washers count as hose pipes I wonder?!   

This just goes to prove that some things are the same the world over: 

The Saskatchewan Farmer (Canada) 

A big city lawyer went duck hunting in rural Saskatchewan.  He shot and dropped a bird, but it fell into a 

farmer’s field on the other side of a fence.  As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up 

on his tractor and asked him what he was doing.  The litigator responded, ‘I shot a duck and it fell into this 

field and now I’m going to retrieve it.’  The old farmer replied ‘This is my property, and you are not coming 

over here.’  The indignant lawyer said ‘I am one of the best trial lawyers in Canada and, if you don’t let me 

get that duck, I’ll sue you and take everything you own.’  The old farmer smiled and said, ‘Apparently, you 

don’t know how we settle disputes in Saskatchewan.  We settle disagreements like this with the 

Saskatchewan Three Kick Rule.’  The lawyer asked, ‘What is the Saskatchewan Three Kick Rule?’  The 

farmer replied, ‘Well, because the dispute occurs on my land, first I kick you three times and then you kick 

me three times and so on back and forth until someone gives up.’  The attorney quickly thought about the 

proposed contest and decided that he could easily take the old codger.  He agreed to abide by the local 

custom.  The old farmer slowly climbed down from his tractor and walked up to the lawyer.  His first kick 

planted the toe of his heavy steel toed work boot into the lawyer’s groin and dropped him to his knees.  His 

second kick to the midriff sent the lawyer’s last meal gushing from him.  The lawyer was on all fours when 

the farmer’s third kick to his rear sent him face first into a fresh cow pat.  The lawyer summoned every bit of 

his will and managed to get to his feet.  Wiping his face with the arm of his jacket he said, ‘Okay you old 

coot, now it’s my turn.’  The old farmer smiled and said ‘Naw, I give up.  You can have the duck.’ 

Social Evening - Tuesday 16th May 7.30pm, 231 Woodcock Road, Norwich.  Neil and Sue Phillips 01603 

411979. 

Wizz Fairhurst  01603 261415 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Business Rates in Broadland 

The council offers various forms of rate relief to businesses operating within the district.  Over the past year, 

many businesses have benefited from small business rate relief which offers a reduction in rates of up to 

50% where only one business is operated by ratepayers and their rateable value is below £15,000.  The 

council has written to all businesses that it believes may qualify for relief.  Rural rate relief also assists a 

number of businesses in the district, including village food shops with rateable values below £7,000, Post 

Offices where they are the only such business in the village and cases where there are sole pubs and petrol 

stations within the settlement with rateable values below £10,500. 

If you run a business in Coltishall or Horstead and believe that you may be entitled to relief please refer to 

the Council website www.broadland.gov.uk or call the Business Rates staff on 01603 430604 or 430440 for 

more information. 

The Valuation Office is responsible for setting the rateable value of each property.  Where there has been a 

change in circumstances in an area that may adversely affect local businesses this could give reasonable 

grounds for ratepayers to ask the Valuation Office for a reassessment to determine whether the rateable 

value should be reduced. 

The forthcoming closure of RAF Coltishall could provide grounds for an approach to the Valuation Office if 

businesses are adversely affected.  It would be necessary to provide proof to show that trade had suffered.

For more information please check the Valuation Office website, www.voa.gov.uk or call on 01603 241000. 
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Horstead With Stanninghall Parish Council 

Invite you to the Annual Parish Meeting 

Friday 5th May 2006 

7.30pm 

The Tithe Barn 

Your chance to have your say about what happens in your village! 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Report for Coltishall & Horstead WI 

The evening opened with the reading of the Alberta Creed.  The minutes were read and agreed.  

Final arrangements were made for the Group meeting at the Tithe Barn and the ladies were 

asked to contribute to the bring and buy stall.  There are shares available in the 500 club at £5 

a share.  Several ladies had been to a most enjoyable lunch with a speaker called Mrs Mop 

who was, by all accounts, very entertaining.  Janot King volunteered to go on a course to 

obtain a Food Hygiene Certificate. 

In the absence of a speaker the meeting was thrown open to the members.  Judi Hewett asked for sponsors 

for her entry into the Moon Walk on 20th May in aid of Breast Cancer Research.  The committee had 

approached the owners of the Coltishall Island Petrol Station for permission to do a make-over on the garden 

area, in the hope of improving our community.  There will be a trip to Thursford Christmas Show on 12th

November.  A very heated debate followed about the new WI magazine being imposed on the membership.  

Several letters have been sent to National Office voicing the feelings of this initiative.  Several suggestions 

were forwarded by the members for the committee to consider.  It was, as usual, a very enjoyable evening 

despite the lack of a speaker.. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 17th May.  The resolutions for the coming AGM at Cardiff will be 

discussed and there will be a competition to make as many words as possible from ‘Jerusalem’. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Coltishall Jaguars Running Club 

Coltishall Jaguars stage their first event of the season with a 5 mile race and a 1½  miles Fun 

Run on Friday 26th May at the football ground, Rectory Road, both events starting at 7.30pm. 

The 5-mile course is virtually traffic free and is classified as multi terrain as it includes a farm 

track and a road used as a public path. 

For those not quite up to the 5mile distance and the younger members of the family (10 years 

upwards) there is a 1½ mile Fun Run with engraved medals for all finishers. 

The entry fee is only £2.00. 

For further details or entry forms please contact Race Director Mark Hayes on 01603 736732 or 

Club Chairman Alan Groves on 01603 737262.  Entry forms are also available from the 

following:

Coltishall Post Office 

The Pharmacy 

Londis

The Railway Tavern 

The Runners Centre, Nelson Street, Norwich or just turn up on the night. 

Fixture dates to note are: 

Friday 14th July, The Mike Groves Run 

Friday 1st September, 5Km race.  Why not try them all? 

Training continues throughout the summer months meeting at the football pavilion on Rectory Road on 

Sunday mornings 8.30am, Tuesdays 6.00pm and Thursday 7.00pm.  All are welcome.  One Sunday in the 

month we also include a beach run at Winterton.  Our Website is still being worked on, with details to 

follow.



 14

From the Post Office 

I’m writing this just after the Easter weekend and it was wonderful to see the common full of boats.  I’m 

sure some local residents would rather not have the ‘grockles’ coming into the village but they really are 

very important to the economic health of the area.  Tourism brings in a considerable amount of money to the 

village and helps keep many of the shops and pubs in business, not to mention the guest houses, hotels etc.  

All of these businesses in turn employ local people and help keep the economy of the area thriving, so it is 

very important that we welcome our summer visitors. 

Another issue relating to the local economy has been highlighted this last month by the departure of the Jags 

from RAF Coltishall.  There was a week at the beginning of April when it seemed like every TV and radio 

station in the area was ringing up for an interview.  Most of them were looking for a headline grabbing 

quote, along the lines of ‘Closure of RAF base rings death knell for local shops’ but that isn’t entirely true 

and I certainly wasn’t going to say it.  Credit to the Radio Norfolk interviewer who was prepared to listen to 

what we had to say and construct an intelligent story around the theme of ‘We don’t know what’s going to 

happen’.  Sadly, although it has been well known for something like five years that the RAF would be going, 

the only thing local and regional government seem to have been able to do is set up several committees and 

pay consultants to write reports.  We are no nearer seeing any real plans for the use and development of the 

base in the future and the only report I’ve seen (produced by EEDA – East of England Development 

Agency) looks at the economic impact on Aylsham, North Walsham and Wroxham, but ignores businesses 

in Coltishall, Horstead and Buxton! 

This is beginning to sound like the MAGMA column, so I’d 

better move on!  The important point is that the departure of the 

RAF will have an economic impact on the area.  The scale of that 

impact is difficult, probably impossible, to quantify, as it will be 

affected by whatever and whoever moves into the housing and 

other buildings left behind.  But in the short term many of the 

businesses in the area will feel some affect, and in what is already 

a difficult trading environment for small shops, don’t be too 

surprised if one or two close as a result. 

A lot of our customers took advantage of two very good offers in 

the early part of this year.  The first, to switch to Post Office 

Homephone, offered £50 off in addition to lower rental and 

attractive call charges.  The second offer was a £50 cashback on 

home and car insurance.  This offer has been extended to the end 

of May, so if your insurance is due for renewal get a quote and 

see what Post Office insurance can do for you. 

This month also sees the launch of the new Post Office Instant Saver account with attractive rates of interest 

for an account that is operated over the counter.  Ask in the Post Office for more details. 

Postal Orders have been around since 1888 and are becoming more popular again with the internet age.  

They provide a safe way of sending money through the post that, importantly in these days of identity theft, 

doesn’t involve passing details of your bank account.  From the end of April, Postal Orders are being given a 

face lift.  We will now be able to print a Postal Order to the exact amount you need to send and we can also 

print the name of the payee, making it more secure.  Next time you need to send money through the post, 

think about using a Postal Order. 

Steve Haines, Subpostmaster 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Wroxham Flower Club 
Open Meeting, Broadland High School, Hoveton 

Wednesday, 10
th

 May 2006 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Tonight we welcome Neil Whittaker, a National Demonstrator, whose 

demonstration is entitled ‘Nature’s Own’.  There will be refreshments, Stalls, and a 

raffle.  Also, the sales table will have lots of interesting flower arranging items at 

reasonable prices.  Tickets are £7.50 for Visitors; £5 for Members.  Please telephone 

01603 783677 for tickets. 
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Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School 

Robinson Holt Photography - Relaxed, Professional and Friendly 

On Sunday 21st May, between 9.30am and 5.00pm, Fran, a contemporary lifestyle 

portrait photographer, will be holding a discounted Studio Portrait Day at Coltishall 

Village Hall in aid of the Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School. 

If you would like to book a sitting for the day or, for something different, book a 

location shoot at your favourite beach, woods or park, please give Fran a call now. 

To avoid disappointment, book early!  Contact Fran to make a booking.  Telephone: 

01603 738807. 

This is a fundraising event for Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School, Registered Charity 1032616. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Hoveton, Wroxham & District Gardening Club 

Friday 5th May, 7.30pm.  Free Fun Quiz with Sheringham and Cromer.  Teams of four, 

can be made up on the night; just turn up.  Questions on Gardening, Local Interest and 

Natural History. Refreshments and Raffle.  Donations of food very much appreciated. 

A few tickets available for the trip to Wimpole Hall. National Trust property.  £7.50 for 

coach plus entrance to farm, house etc. 

Congratulations to Spring Cup Winners:  Mrs Barbara Appleton, Mike Bugden, Pam 

Culley, Jim Ottaway, Michael Ottaway, Charlie Thacker and Jim Wilson.  Thanks to 

everyone who participated in any way. 

Pam 01603782041 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

News From Wroxham Library 

Come along to one of these exciting events at Wroxham Library: 

The Finding of the Titanic:  Events since 1985 

A talk by John Balls with video clips.  Tuesday 23rd May, 7.30pm.  Free tickets are available from the library 

(including refreshments).  Retiring collection in aid of RNLI. 

Adult Learners’ Week 

A Passion for Gardening on the Internet 

Wednesday 24th May, 2.00 - 4.00pm.  Computer keyboard and mouse experience desirable.  Booking is 

essential.  Please ask at the library or phone (01603) 782560. 

Half Term Fun! 

Under 5s Storytime 

Thursday 1st June 10.30 - 11.00am.  Wicked Wolves and Fiendish Foxes.  Storytime for children aged 8 and 

under.

Thursday 1st June  2.30 - 3.30pm.  Fun stories, Colouring, Puzzles.  Free event.  All children aged 8 and 

under must be accompanied by an adult. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

1st Coltishall Guides 
Auction Spectacular! 

Saturday 24th June 2006, Coltishall Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Tickets 50p per person 

Coltishall Guides will reach its 90th year in 2007 
Help us to raise funds to enable the girls to celebrate this tremendous achievement 
Contact either Tania on 737135 or Verity on 738983 between 6.00 and 9.00pm 
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Coltishall Jags Under 9’s 

We completed our season on 8th April 2006.  Played 34, won 21, drawn 5, lost 8, Goals For 83, Against 50. 

Considering that we only have 9 boys in our squad this was an excellent season. 

Joe Maguire was our top scorer with 27 goals with Konnor Haines scoring 15 and Gus Getley 14 goals. 

Significant victories during the season were 4 - 1 v. Sprowston, 4 - 0 v. Wendene and 2 - 0 against Thorpe. 

Congratulations to the whole squad for a memorable season. 

Well done to Julie Douglass for supplying the spectators and players with teas, coffees and hot soup (most 

welcome particularly on the coldest days).  Perhaps somebody in the village might offer to take over this 

role … please call Mel Douglass on 737637 … at most, this will be for only 8 Sundays and for 2 hours 

maximum. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Taverham Hall School 
For Boys and Girls Aged 1 - 13 

Open Day 

Thursday 11th May 2006 

10.00am – 12.00noon 

Outstanding academic record 

Day and weekly boarding 

Purpose Built Nursery 

Mother and Toddler Group 

Convenient hours for working parents 

Taverham Hall School, Taverham, Norwich 

Tel: 01603 868206     www.taverhamhall.co.uk

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Coltishall & Horstead Pre-School 
Coffee Morning 

Friday 5
th

 May, 9.00am to 11.00am 

The Church Rooms, Coltishall 

Open to everyone 

Cake Stall – donations gratefully received on the day! 

Bring-and-Buy children’s videos and DVD stall 

Please come and join us.  All proceeds are donated to Coltishall and Horstead Pre-School

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Are you going to see UB40 at Blickling Hall on 17th July 2006?  If so, would you like to share the 

cost of Taxi?  Enjoy a drink or three and do a little bit for the environment?    01603 738361

For Sale 

Yamaha Clavinova.  The modern piano: compact, electronic and ideal for learning.  In perfect condition. 

Costs over £1,000 new.  Excellent value at £150. 

Silver Reed portable word processor.  Virtually new and in excellent condition. 

More sophisticated than a typewriter – simpler than a computer.  New it would cost £150.  £75. 

Portable de-humidifier.  Excellent condition.  £10. 

  01603 738005
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From The Reverend Christopher Engelsen 

This month’s letter is very much on the theme of saying thank you, both to people in our parishes, and to 

God.  There will be a special Songs of Praise service at All Saints’, Horstead, on Sunday 21st May at 6.00pm 

to which you are warmly invited.  This is to express thanks and appreciation for all the help Horstead 

Church has received from those who have given towards the church roof and repairs, and this is an 

opportunity for a personal thank you to all who were able to support this fund. We are grateful, too, for those 

who worked hard in the fund raising.  If you would like to have a favourite hymn sung in the Songs of 

Praise, please fill in the slip that is in this magazine.  

A big thank you to the Friends of Coltishall Church, who have installed a toilet in the South  Porch 

Coltishall Church, after several years of planning and fund raising.  The Friend’s will be having their Annual 

General Meeting on 18th May 7.30pm in the Church Room, Coltishall, and all are welcome to attend, and 

show our appreciation. New committee members welcome !  

The main roof repairs are about to start at St. John the Baptist Church, and, again, thank you to all, both 

individuals and organizations, for the support and help being given as we press on with this Project. 

There is the saying ‘Charity begins at home’ but it doesn’t have to end there.  In May we pray and act for the 

needs of others in Christian Aid Week, starting 14th May with a joint Churches Together service at All 

Saints’, Horstead at 11.00am.  The money will help towards young mums in Nicaragua, such as Maritza, 

Sevilla who lives in an area affected by deforestation, drought, and flooding.  This was the land that suffered 

from Hurricane Mitch in 1998.  Maritza, and other mums, have, with Christian Aid’s help, made emergency 

plans – evacuation routes, food storage, community centres- to cope with the threat of flood and drought. 

Let us show our thanksgiving for the good things we enjoy here in Norfolk, by giving to Christian Aid. ‘We 

bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable 

love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ.’  (Prayer of General Thanksgiving, Book of 

Common Prayer.) 

Finally, my thanks to all who helped and supported the Easter celebrations – the flowers in church, those 

who gave to the Churchyard Gift Day, and to our Readers and Revd. Richard Woodham for their taking of 

services.

Christopher

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

We remember before God all who have died, among them Harriet (Hettie) Rose Claxton, John Platten, 

Rosemary Jewell.  We pray for their families in their bereavement. 

Thank You 

A sincere thank you to all friends and neighbours who sent cards condolences and flowers in the recent 

bereavement of Hettie Claxton. 

Also thanks to the Band who played in the church at Hettie’s funeral. 

A sincere thank you to the Reverend Chris Engelsen for a most comforting service. 
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Parishes of Coltishall with Great Hautbois and Horstead 

Sunday Services 

3rd May  Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion, Coltishall 

7
th

 May  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  8.00am  Holy Communion, All Saints’, Horstead    Acts 4 : 5 - 12 

10.00am  Family Service, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall   John 10 : 11 - 18 

with Sunday School in Church 

14
th

May The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

11.00am  Christian Aid Service, Horstead 

No morning service at Coltishall this Sunday 

21
st
 May The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

  9.30am  Holy Communion, All Saints’, Horstead.    Psalm 98 

11.00am  Morning Prayer, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall   Acts 10 : 44 - 48 

10.00am  Sunday School in Church Room, Coltishall    John 15 : 9 - 17 

  6.00pm  Songs of Praise, All Saints’, Horstead 

(No Healing service at Coltishall this Sunday – please see The Net for date) 

28
th

May The Seventh Sunday of Easter ( Sunday after Ascension Day ) 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer, All Saint’s, Horstead    Psalm 1 

11.00am  Holy Communion, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall   Acts 1 : 15 – 17, 21 - 26  

  6.00pm  Sung Candlelit Evensong, St. Margaret’s Stratton Strawless  John 17 : 6 – 19. 

All welcome to our services.  Coltishall Sunday School meets in the Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

10.00am to 11.00am on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month and shares in the Family Service, 10.00am 

on the 1st Sunday.  All young people welcome.  Further details from Jill Blackburn, 01603 737442. 

Coffee Morning at the Rectory 
Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Wednesday 17
th

 May 10.00am to 12.00noon 

Cakes Stall Raffle 

In aid of Coltishall with Great Hautbois Churches 

Songs of Praise at Horstead Church, Sunday 21
st
 May at 6.00pm 

All welcome to this special service of favourite hymns.  Through this Songs of Praise, Horstead Church is 

saying a big thank you to all who have supported the roof and repair fund so generously.  If you would like 

to request your favourite hymn, please fill in the form below, and return to Revd. Christopher Engelsen.  If 

we are not able to sing all the hymns, due to a large number requested, your hymn will be included at a 

service later on at Horstead Church.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Songs of Praise Request 

Name: _________________________________  Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Title of Hymn Chosen: ____________________________________________________________________

Reason why Hymn is Special to You: ________________________________________________________ 

Please return by 1st May to Revd. Chris Engelsen, The Rectory,  Rectory Road, Coltishall, NR12 7HL. 
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The Cameo Club (open to all ages) in May will take place Mondays 8th, 15th and 22nd at 2.30pm.  Enquiries 

contact Anne Beaver – 737326. 

Mini-Market with Light Refreshments (good quality clothing, bric-a-brac, etc) will be held on Tuesdays, 2nd

and 16th May from 10.00am till 12.00noon.  (Tel: 01603 737326). 

Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesdays, 9th, 23rd and 25th May from 10.00am till 12.00noon.  Why not 

come along and enjoy a cup of coffee (or tea!) and a chat. 

Luncheon Club will take place every Wednesday in May at 12.30pm.  If you know anyone who would 

benefit from attending this Luncheon Club (transport can be arranged) or if you would like to attend 

yourself, please contact Envoy on 737152.  

On Sunday 7th May there will be no afternoon meeting in our hall as we will be joining with Aylsham 

Salvation Army for their Songs of Praise at 3.00pm led by Norwich Mile Cross Band. 

There will be no meeting at 11.00am in our hall on Sunday 14th May as we will be uniting with the Churches 

for a Christian Aid Service to be held in Horstead Church at 11.00am. 

There will not be an Ecumenical Songs of Praise in May in our hall as we will be sharing in the Songs of 

Praise to be held at Horstead Church on Sunday, 21st May at 6.00pm. 

We will be holding a Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy Sale on Thursday, 18th May at 12 St Margaret’s 

Close, Horstead from 6.30pm – Admission 50p includes coffee/tea and biscuits.  Please come along and help 

us with our fundraising. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP in May will be held on Monday 22nd when we will be having an outing to see the 

rhododendrons in Sheringham Park.  The minibus has been ordered and will be leaving the hall at 7.00pm.  

If you would like to join us for this evening and would like to come on the minibus please let me know as 

soon as possible please.  (Tel: Sue Blackburn – 737495 for more information).  

PLEASE NOTE – we have arranged the date of our SUMMER FAYRE to be held on Saturday 22nd July 

from 11.00am – 2.30pm.  Also our CHRISTMAS FAYRE will be on Saturday 18th November from 11.00am 

– 2.00pm. 

Bureside Churches Together 

Our Lent Course on the subject of ‘Easter People in a Good Friday World’ was very thought provoking and 

we would say thank you to Envoy Gillian Robinson-Brett and Reverend Christopher Engelsen for so ably 

leading us through this course.  If you were unable to attend you missed a very good and well run course. 

14th - 20th May is Christian Aid week when there will be a door to door collection in our villages to support 

the work of Christian Aid.  Please give generously to help those in poorer countries who are without food 

and water.  There will be a united service held on Sunday 14th May at Horstead Church at 11.00am.  Why 

not come along and share in this service and learn more about the work of Christian Aid. 

Bureside Churches Together Members will meet at Horstead Church on Thursday 4th May at 11.00am to 

prepare the Christian Aid Service. 

Sue Blackburn   737495 

Come Along to a Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy 

12 St Margaret’s Close, Horstead 
Thursday 18th May From 6.30pm – Admission 50p 

Proceeds to the Work of The Salvation Army in Coltishall 



 20

Salvation Army Diary - May 

Tuesday   2nd Minimarket with Light Refreshments 10.00am – 12.00noon 

Wednesday   3rd Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Thursday   4th Bureside Churches Together 11.00am Horstead Church 

Monday   8th Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Tuesday   9th Coffee Morning 10.00am – 12.00noon 

Wednesday 10th Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Sunday 14th – Saturday 20th May – Christian Aid Collection Week 

Monday  15th Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 16th Minimarket with Light Refreshments 10.00am – 12.00noon 

Wednesday 17th Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Thursday 18th Coffee Evening and Bring & Buy from 6.30pm at 12 St Margaret’s Close, 

Horstead – 50p admission 

Monday 22nd Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Monday 22nd Ladies Fellowship – Outing to Sheringham Park 7.00pm 

Tuesday 23rd Coffee Morning 10.00am – 12.00noon 

Wednesday 24th Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Tuesday 30th Coffee Morning 10.00am – 12.00noon 

Wednesday 31st Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Salvation Army Services - May 

Sunday    7th Meeting at 11.00am only.  3.00pm Aylsham Salvation Army 

Sunday   14th 11.00am at Horstead Church Christian Aid Service 

Meeting at 3.00pm 

Sunday  21st Meetings at 11.00am only 

   6.00pm Songs of Praise at Horstead Church 

Sunday  28th Meeting at 11.00am only 

Floodlighting for St John the Baptist, Coltishall 

Week Commencing In Memoriam Sponsor 

30th April Mary Paterson of Stranraer  (May 2nd) Peter & Margaret Montgomery 

7th May Mary Paterson of Stranraer Peter & Margaret Montgomery 

21st May  Lee’s 25th Birthday (May 22nd) Sue & Bill Toomer 

 Celebration  

7th April 3rd Anniversary of the Baptism of Emily 

Grace Keen 

Ros & Vince Keen 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate an occasion such as 

a wedding,  a birth, a special birthday, a baptism or anything else, please contact Jill Blackburn -  737442. 
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Horstead Church Roof 

We had a service of blessing and reception in the Tithe Barn on Saturday 25th February 2006.  This was 

attended by 15 couples who enjoyed the Service and Reception. 

The Reverend Chris Engelsen officiated at the service and most couples renewed their wedding vows.  After 

the service the registers were open so the couples could see their own entry. 

I must thank Janot King, Celia Abbs and Chris Hubbard who did and excellent spread for the reception and 

Doug King and Alan Abbs who kept our glasses topped up during the meal.  A sincere thank you to all. 

Our thanks to Sylvia Coward who did a brilliant job on the service sheets.  A lovely keepsake of the day.  

Thanks Sylvia. 

The Tithe Barn was decorated by Nora Hall and her team.  Thanks Nora for all your hard work. 

We made approximately £350 for the Church Roof. 

Thank you to all who helped make the day a success. 

From The Friends of Coltishall Church 

You will have noticed that work has been taking place at the Church of St John the Baptist, Coltishall during 

the past few weeks.  We are delighted to report that excellent progress has been made on our Toilet Project. 

Your support, generosity and patience have been much appreciated. It gives us much pleasure to be able to 

report positively for a change. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Friends is to be held in the Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall on 

Thursday 18th May at 7.30pm.  We look forward to seeing as many as possible.  Last year, numbers were 

few, but we hope that this year it will be different and there will be more to discuss! 

Stop Press 

I am 3!!

Unfortunately, someone has decided to rip off all the asphalt from the shed roofs in the Village Hall car 

park.

This has meant the paper and cardboard my friends and I use to make things at my Pre-School has all got 

wet in the rain and spoiled.  We are very sad.  Please realise, whoever you are, that your actions make other 

people, sometimes even 3 year old children, feel sad and costs them money. 

In order to raise funds to pay the excess on the insurance claim our mummies will be holding a Coffee 

Morning on Friday 9th June, 9.00 – 11.00, in the Church Rooms. 

Everyone is welcome, your support is much needed, as always. 

Any information regarding the vandalism, please ring Aylsham Police, giving crime reference number 

17232-06. 

Emily Keen aged 3 


