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Village Diary 

March 2005 

Friday 4
th

 7.30 pm Hoveton, Wroxham & District Gardening Club, A Wild Life Garden 

Saturday 5
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall Bowls Club, Bingo, Coltishall Village Hall 

Monday 7
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council, Meeting, Coltishall Village Hall 

Wednesday 9
th
  Broadband arrives in Coltishall – See www.bt.com/broadband for more information 

Wednesday 9
th
 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council, Hayloft, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Wednesday 9
th
 7.30 pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham, ‘Memories’ 

Thursday 10
th

  7.30 pm Broadland High School PTA, Bingo Night 

Saturday 12
th

 12 noon Table Top Sale, Tithe Barn Horstead 

Monday 14
th

 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Coltishall Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Monday 14
th

 7.30 pm Royal British Legion, Red Lion, Coltishall

Wednesday 16
th
 7.30 pm Horstead Tithe Barn Community Association, AGM, Hayloft, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Wednesday 16
th
 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors’ Meeting 

Wednesday 16
th
 7.30 pm Jubilee Players, Annual General Meeting, Tithe Barn 

Wednesday 16
th
 7.30 pm Coltishall & Horstead W.I., Church Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Thursday 17
th
 7.30 - 9.30 The Broadland Patient and Public Involvement Forum, Hellesdon High School 

Saturday 26
th

 10.00 - 12.00 Churchyard Gift Day, Coltishall Church 

Saturday 26
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall Bowls Club, Bingo, Coltishall Village Hall 

Tuesday 29
th
 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Coltishall Village Hall, Rectory Road 

April 2005 

Saturday 6
th

 2.00 - 4.00 Spring Sale, Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Saturday, 9
th

 7.15 for 7.30 The Royal British Legion, Quiz Night, Coltishall Village Hall 

Saturday 23
rd

 10.00 am Broadland High School PTA, Jumble Sale 

The Marlpit aims to produce a magazine as an informative communication of local news, events and articles.

Articles are published in good faith and are not necessarily the opinion of the Editors. 

Any item submitted must have a contact name and telephone number for use by the Editors. 

Non-Commercial Advertisements for Village Events, Interests & Activities. 

Advertisements are free of charge for one issue only.  They will only be accepted if they fit a maximum of a 

½ page block and will be re-sized at the Editors’ discretion. 

Articles for Sale - Personal and Domestic. 

Personal advertisements for local residents are free of charge for one issue only. 

Front Cover Picture 

Church Roof 
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The Mystery Of The Elastic Bands - Exploded 

Solved!!  I have had a huge response to my appeal and I wish to thank three astute residents who phoned me 

with the likely solution to this puzzle.  My neighbour in Kings Road (they named it after me) gets the 1
st

Prize is a week in Coltishall (off season); 2
nd

 Prize is two weeks in Coltishall and a gentleman whose name I 

forget from across the river, gets three weeks in Horstead for 3
rd

 prize. 

Our friendly Post person confirms that the elastics bind up packets of letters and when removed on her 

rounds, shoot off, out of control and are impossible to find because of the colour.  She tells me that the Post 

Office is going to change over to multi-coloured and Polka Dot designs, so that they can be easily spotted.  

Ain’t it the truth! 

One lady, however, wrote that it could be the ‘Land persons’ who are supplying elastic bands to hold 

together packets of Fish & Chips, which, tradition decrees, are best enjoyed, on cold nights, in the Lokes, 

Bridle and Railway Paths for added outdoor enjoyment.  And these folk are discarding perfectly good bands, 

which could be affected by the heat, however. 

Another lady from up Belaugh, collects hers up around White Lies Road area and says that they easily loop 

together to make a long enough chain to keep up her old M & S undies.  She recommends a paper slip (if 

you can find one), to complete the circle but prefers the Post Office to keep the skin-toned bands now in use, 

and, please, not to change over to coloureds that can be seen through summer wear.  She should be warned 

that Post Office bands are bio-degradable. 

A schoolboy, who has collected over 100 bands up Haubois alone, suggests a competition to see how many 

bands a body can collect in one day.  But I reject this idea, as now the secret of the source is out, some 

people, with no shame, would be following Post persons, at a discreet distance, or asking them direct, like 

we used to ask for cigarette cards from strangers, on the streets, when I was a boy.  You would be advised 

anyway to wear goggles when approaching Post persons in this way. 

I can guess what this schoolboy wants the bands for.  We used to stretch back a band on the forefinger and 

shoot at stationary flies and mosquitoes.  I remember a Bluebottle landed on the Maths Teacher’s neck, 

while writing on the blackboard and Coman Minor let fly before he recognised the landing area.  Mr 

Whackam slapped his neck with a ‘Drat that Fly!’.  Unfortunately the elastic band lodged under his collar 

and, upon discovery, there was a ‘Hoo-Ha’ about who had done it.  Nobody owned up as Coman had 

sneaked off to the toilet, and we all had to stay in school for five minutes at ‘break’ on ‘Blanket 

Punishment’, which they don’t allow these days, more’s the pity.  Us boys reckoned it was worth it as Old 

Whackam had a red mark on his neck for three days. 

I had an interesting letter from a well travelled pensioner from the wrong side of the Railway Track.  Where 

I come from, the North was the posh side.  Anyway he remembers the Cellotape Tree of Central Africa, 

where rolls are sawn off a suitable branch, which unpeel and have a tacky side - hence the name. 

Also the Elastic Band Tree that sheds circular bands off the trunk and branches have good enough elasticity, 

so you can get the bands off the tree, over the top.  Which reminds me of a Jumping Kenyan Masai Warrior I 

knew, who was so tall, he had to take his trousers off, over his head! 

Our Post person knocked one day with a wad of letters, heavily elasticated both ways and asked whether 

there was a B & Q in Coltishall.  My wife said ‘No, but there’s two P’s in Hazeborough!’. 

A travelling lady - a blonde from beyond the Style down Anchor Street, complains about the disgusting state 

of the bands on the cattle path to Belaugh - but she is so dumb that even the other blondes notice it - she 

want to know ‘Is a Blackmailer an African Post person?’ … ‘But I digress …… 

So this correspondence has caused some upset in the Village amongst the non-male people.  An old lady 

who lives up near the Tip, says she’ll put the Police on to me, if she can find one, for casting aspersions, and 

advises me to use my Pen Name, which is Parker, or my Nick name, which is Nic.  She says ‘When there 

used to be a resident Policeperson, who lived behind the Lockments, he kept a loaded shotgun for pigeons 

and scrumpers, but now you have to go to the Frozen North at Walsham, as the Wroxham Constable don’t 

live there neither’. 

Anyway, keep your eyes peeled, and Happy Pickings. 
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The Mystery of the Elastic Bands 

In the early days of flying, aircraft were often kept going with the liberal use of fencing wire and binder 

twine.  Perhaps, these rubber bands are the Royal Air Force’s latest economy measure! 

They may have been spares carried in the undercarriage wheel bay which fell out when the u/c was selected 

DOWN on the way to the airfield. 

Try stretching the band fully to see if the Aeronautical Inspector’s Stamp (AIS) is readable.  Do Not stand 

too close as they explode in your face if the bands are Fatigue Life expired. 

Alternatively, they may be old stocks of the war time Bands, Stockings Holding-up, WAAFs for the use of. 

G E Williams (nee Marples) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Mystery Solved? 

I think I may have solved the Coltishall Elastic Band Mystery. 

My husband was a postie for a number of years and postmen (and ladies) often use elastic bands to hold 

bundles of post together. 

It is a possibility that when the postie is removing post from the his/her bag or removing elastic bands from 

the bundles, that they may accidentally get dropped. 

Nicky Perretta 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Too Much of a Coincidence 

Whilst talking to a friend and neighbour recently, and reminiscing, as one tends to do, we were recalling 

some incidents that happened to each of us during World War II. 

I was just a small 3 year old boy at the time, and my mother was pushing me in a pushchair on her way to 

visit a friend, when an enemy aircraft dived; ‘loosening off’ its guns indiscriminately, narrowly missing both 

of us, the bullets rattling into some corrugated iron fencing.  This incident occurred in Drayton on the High 

road, and the perforated fencing remained there several years after the war.  Apparently it was customary for 

enemy aircraft to ‘jettison’ any remaining ammunition before returning to base to avoid a reprimand and 

explanation why the crew had not used it all. 

This story led my friend to relate a similar incident that happened to him as an older lad at Wroxham Bridge. 

Whilst walking across bridge he was suddenly hailed by a soldier aboard a patrol boat to ‘get down’ as an 

enemy aircraft swooped low, firing as it did so. 

The soldier aboard the boat vainly fired at the aircraft which continued toward the coast.  My friend told me 

that the servicemen that used to crew these boats were nicknamed ‘Jack Powle’s Navy’. 

This brings me to explain the ‘coincidence’ side of this tale. 

My father served with the Royal Norfolk Regiment during the war, but after recovering from illness, was 

then detailed to serve on the aforementioned patrol boats primarily to patrol the Broads in case of the 

impending invasion, which thankfully did not materialise. 

My father, now sadly deceased, told me that he had been severely reprimanded for firing at an enemy 

aircraft whilst on duty aboard a patrol boat at Wroxham bridge.  The reason given for his reprimand, and 

consequent extra duties, was that, in the unlikely event of him actually hitting the plane, it was perceived to 

be possible that it may have crashed on a built up area, which is possible, I concede.  My father’s only 

defence was that as the boat was equipped with a gun, he was justified to use it!  Needless to say, it didn’t 

get him off. 

I hope this interests some readers ,and hopefully jog a few memories. 

It just seems too much of a coincidence that my friend’s incident, and my father’s experience could not be 

linked?  Isn’t it a funny old world? 

Gerry Francis  Patricia avenue. 
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Growing Up With Ben 

Just an update to the Vikings Swimming Gala.  On the second Saturday, Ben was 5
th

 in the 25m Freestyle 

and 4
th

 in the 100m Medley.  The Medley was a particularly tiring event for the younger swimmers and they 

received and deserved loud applause as they finished.  Again, an excellent evening watching youngsters, 

who had been clearly well trained by their instructors, performing to the best of their abilities in a 

competitive environment and thoroughly enjoying it.

The following Saturday was the AGM and Trophy/Medal Presentation and we went along.  An original 

founder of the Club (now their President) was there and it was interesting to hear how the Club had grown 

from humble beginnings to a Club of some standing that is now able to stage its own Club and County 

Swimming competitions.  We were very proud as Ben shook hands with the Club President and collected his 

Certificate and Bronze Medal for his 3
rd

 place in the 25m Breaststroke.  As I have previously explained, it 

was daunting for Ben when he first joined Vikings as he knew nobody there, they were all older than him 

and it was an unfamiliar environment.  He has, albeit sometimes reluctantly, persevered with it and it was a 

tremendous and unexpected surprise when he received a wonderful Club Trophy for the effort he had put in 

over the year.  Needless to say his enthusiasm and determination to continue swimming with the Vikings 

Swimming Club is now firmly established and we look forward to his progress. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Many Thanks 

We would like to express our thanks to all who donated to our chosen charity, The East Anglian Air 

Ambulance, during the course of our Christmas lights display on Kings Road.  The total raised was £126.97 

which we were very pleased with.  We hope to do the same next year, although for a different local charity. 

Jon & Dawn Queripel 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Horstead Church Roof 

We have a lovely Church in the Parish of Horstead but unfortunately the roof is in desperate need of re-

tiling, and its my Church, and yours so can we help? 

A house-to-house collection will be made in Horstead during 

May - June selling the tiles for the roof, which are priced at a 

donation of £1 each and you can purchase any amount of tiles 

up to a maximum of 26,000. 

We will also be holding various events which we hope you 

will support through the year, so watch this space. 

The Church is for the whole community and not just the 

regular congregation who go to Church each Sunday, therefore 

we all need the Church at some point in life, i.e. Christenings, 

Weddings, and Funerals, so the support is needed to make sure 

the Church is there when we need it. 

Thank you for reading this notice and hopefully helping our Church. 

Look forward to seeing you at our Church Roof Events. 

Daphne Knights & Nora hall 

For All Saints, Horstead 
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Churchyard Gift Day 
Saturday 26

th
 March 2005 

Please help us to maintain the community churchyards at Coltishall and Great 

Hautbois.  Grass cutting costs for the three churchyards in the parish are a major 

item of expenditure for the Parochial Church Council.  All the churchyards were 

well looked after last year and your assistance is needed to maintain them in a tidy 

condition during 2005.  Additionally, the PCC has been advised to carry out 

pruning and management work to the trees in Coltishall churchyard and a 

significant sum will need to be raised in order to carry out the work this year. 

A Churchwarden will be at Coltishall Church on Saturday 26
th

 March, from 

10.00 am to 12.00 noon, to receive your gift. Alternatively, donations may be 

given or sent at any time to one of the Churchwardens (Mr B Jordan, Mrs A 

Riseborough or Mrs M Riley). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Change A Light Bulb And See What You Can Save 

An energy saving light bulb might not seem cheap but over its lifetime it could save 

you £65 and a lot more besides. 

Like the planet for example! 

Eco-Warrior 

Link:  www.est.org.uk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Leeky Salmon In A Parcel 

Ready in 12 - 20 minutes for two people 

Assemble the parcels a few hours ahead, then quickly zap in the microwave and that is supper ready! 

Take 5 Ingredients 

2 Salmon fillets 

1 medium or 2 small leeks, about 8oz in total 

2oz frozen petit pois 

4 heaped tbsp crème fraîche plus 2 tbsp to serve 

1 tbsp fresh tarragon 

Season the salmon fillets all over.  Slice the leeks thinly.  Cut two 40cm sheets of greaseproof paper and put 

a fillet in the middle of each sheet. 

Top each fillet with leeks and peas, and two tbps of crème fraîche.  Sprinkle with tarragon and seasoning. 

Make up parcels and stand them on microwave-proof plate or tray.  Microwave on full power for 5 minutes.  

Serve on two plates and top each serving with a spoonful of crème fraîche and serve with new potatoes.

More Ways With Rice 

Shredded carrot, toasted flaked almonds and raisins

Thin shreds of ham, Italian Parma or cubes of cooked smoked panacetta 

Cubes of smoked bacon, cooked crisp, stirred in with their hot fat 

A tbsp extra virgin olive oil and a dash of balsamic vinegar 

Garlic and herb soft cheese 

Herb butter and a squeeze of lemon juice 

Handful of fresh mint, chopped, half a cucumber peeled and diced 

Brie or Taleggio cut into cubes 

Spoonful of basil pesto from ajar 

Finely chopped chilli peppers and chopped fresh coriander leaves 

Spoonful of spice harissa sauce 

Any queries please phone me on 738437 - Pat Morris
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Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council 
Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday 9

th
 February 2005 

Prior to the normal agenda the council was addressed by Ms H Ellard, Broadland 

District Council’s Housing Enabling Officer, with regards to housing in the area 

and the possibility of building affordable housing to meet local needs.  The first 

step would be to carry out a survey of the area to establish both the needs and sites 

suitable for development.  Successful schemes were already in being in both 

Norfolk and Suffolk.  Once the questionnaires were circulated, parishioners were 

urged to complete them and return as soon as possible - it was emphasised that 

such a survey would be completely anonymous unless parishioners wished to insert 

their name and address on the documents for further information. 

Tsunami Appeal:  Notification has been received, from the Norfolk County Association of Parish and 

Town Councils, stating that it was unlawful for a parish council to donate any funds to the appeal. 

Mayton Road Drainage:  It has been established that the gulleys/drainage pits had been installed 

approximately fifteen years ago in the Mayton Lodge area and those near the refuse tip approximately 10 

years ago.  The council still awaits notification from the Highway Depart when replacement work will 

commence. 

Mill:  After a long delay, re-imbursement had been received, from the Environmental Project Agency Land 

Fill Tax Grant, for work carried out at the mill by the Broads Authority.  All that remains is the installation 

of information boards, but the project team felt that if these were not forthcoming from the Broads 

Authorities Graphic Department, by the summer, they should be cancelled. 

The seat awarded by Broadland District Council for their 2004 Green Award, had been delivered and would 

be installed on the mill platform later this month.

Playing Field:  The monthly inspection had revealed a deterioration of the goal posts, which might need 

replacing at the next Safety Certificate Inspection.  It was still impossible to restore the goalmouths, as the 

pitch was too soggy to accommodate goods vehicles transporting the sand. 

Police Report:  For the period 1
st
 October 2004 to 1

st
 February 2005, it had been reported that a number of 

power tools had been stolen from a shed at the Horstead Centre, a wheelie bin and Christmas wreath from 

Glebe Way, and a jacket from licensed premises. 

A new Parish Liaison Officer has been appointed - PC 1426 Paterson, based at Acle police station - 

Telephone number 01493 336200 or telephone Headquarters at Wymondham and ask for message to be 

passed to PC Paterson - 01953 424242 

Tarmac Appeal:  The council still awaits notification of the time, date and venue for this appeal 

Next Council Meeting:  Wednesday 9
th

 March 2005. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

‘Come and Share your views on aspects of your Healthcare’ 

The Broadland Patient and Public Involvement Forum (BPPIF) will be holding a public meeting for you to 

share your views and experiences of GP Appointment Booking and the ‘Out of Hours’ Service. 

The meeting will take place on Thursday 17
th
 March from 7.30 pm - 

9.30 pm at Hellesdon High School. 

Refreshments will be available from 7.00 pm and the meeting will be 

Chaired by Dr Trevor Plunkett, BPPIF member.  

There is a Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) Forum associated 

with, but independent of, every NHS Trust and Primary Care Trust in 

England.  Each Forum has statutory powers to influence decision-

making within the NHS. 

The Forums are made up of local people and patients who volunteer their time to help make a difference to 

the delivery of healthcare.  For dates of BPPIF meetings in public, venue details and to find out how to 

become a member, contact the Forum Support Organisation on 01603 774319 or E-mail 

enquiries@nvsppifso.org.uk  
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Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club 

From 1
st
 April youngsters from the age of ten are eligible to join.  The Club has 

sessions every fortnight held in the Social Club or Village Hall.  Becoming a 

member entitles you to trips/activities out. 

Membership for the year is £6.  Entrance for each session is 50p for members, £1 

for non members.  For further details please contact the Secretary, Doreen 

Snelling: 01603 737955. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Report for Coltishall & Horstead W.I. 

The first meeting of the New Year started with the hearty singing of Jerusalem.  The speaker 

for the evening was a volunteer member from ‘The Plantation Garden’ in the centre of 

Norwich.  She spoke from the heart about the history of this idyllic sanctuary and, with some 

wonderful slides, the ladies were transported back to Edwardian England.  Despite years of 

neglect, the garden is being transformed to its original glory.  A place that many members 

will be visiting over the coming months. 

There was plenty of business to be reported.  Both Christmas celebrations had been very successful and 

enjoyable.  The dinner at ‘The Horse & Groom’, Tunstead, was very good as was the party at Patteson 

Lodge.  Sixty-five members and guests enjoyed excellent eats, convivial company and a very entertaining 

miscellany of Christmas poems and readings by Mr and Mrs Hodgson.  The competition winner of the year 

was Mrs P Thompson with 20 points, she was presented with a silver spoon. 

The ladies were shown some photos of the entry for the ‘Table Decoration’ competition.  Many thanks to the 

group involved for producing a delightful entry, and good luck. 

Entries are needed for the Horticultural show cookery competition; members had great success last year. 

The secretary had copies of several knitting patterns for items for the neo-natal unit at the University 

Hospital. 

The Outings Group have been very busy already planning visits for the coming year, all sound very 

interesting and hopefully will be well supported. 

Lesley Nicholson then issued a plea for a college in Mombassa for hand operated sewing machines.  

Physically disabled girls are trained to use them and then are able to return to their villages and earn a small 

income.  Contact no. 01603 736309. 

The next meeting will be on 16
th

 March; the talk will be about a voyage to Norway.  Please come along and 

meet some new and old friends. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

A Day Out In June 

Coltishall and Horstead WI have spaces on their coach going 

to Saffron Walden and Audley End House on Thursday 

30
th

 June.  Depart at 8.25 am.  Arrive home 6.30 - 7.00 pm.  

Price £15.50 includes entry to house.  £10 deposit required on 

booking.  Telephone 01603 736586. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Rotary Club of Broadlands - Asian Tsunami Street Collection 

The street collection organised by Alan Drew from the Rotary Club of Broadlands 

raised £2,200.36 for the Asian Tsunami disaster.  The collection was held in Hoveton / 

Wroxham on Saturday and Sunday , 8
th

 and 9
th

 January 2005.  All of the money 

collected has been donated to the Red Cross International Disaster Appeal. 

The Rotary Club would like to thank everyone who generously donated to the street 

collection  
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Report of the Meeting of Coltishall & District Branch Royal British Legion 
Held on Monday 14

th
 February 2005 At the Red Lion Public House 

The Chairman, Mr Bob Jennings, took the opening and Exaltation.  There were 8 

members in attendance. 

The Chairman stated that he had received a letter from the Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA) with a cheque for £50 for Branch funds.  This was all due to the Chairman 

‘helping out’ at the Norwich Beer Festival in November (it really was hard work!!!!). 

The Branch will be holding a dinner at the Red Lion, Coltishall, on Monday 7
th

 March 

and all Branch members are invited.  Please contact Bob Jennings on 738335 for a 

menu.  The cost will be £10 per head for a 3 course meal. 

The Branch will also be holding its annual Quiz Night on Saturday 9
th

 April.  Tickets available from the 

usual numbers.  All donations for the raffle will be gratefully accepted. 

Bob Jennings  738335 

Benjy Jordan  738325 

Charlie Smith  737544 

Jack Campbell  737473 

The next Branch meeting, in the Red Lion, will be on Monday 14
th

 March, all members or potential 

members will be welcomed. 

Fund Raising Notice 

Fire/kindling wood for sale.  Large bundles of kindling are available at 50p each with all proceeds going to 

the Poppy Appeal.  Contact Bob Jennings at the above number.  Will deliver if required. 

Home Front Recall 

This initiative is to commemorate the remarkable events that led up to the end of the Second World War.  

Learning from the way people lived, worked and supported each other 60 years ago.  Ensuring new 

generations appreciate the lasting impact of the war effort.  This also enables veterans who served in 

Holland to visit there for their celebrations. 

This is a Big National Lottery funded which supports and ‘not-for-profit’ organisations in the community 

that wish to hold a significant event to celebrate the end of WWII.  Contact 08457 458 458 for further details 

or Bob Jennings. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

As Mother's Day looms on the horizon I thought I should offer you an insight into the life of a Mother.  I am 

still in Pantomime mode so the Three Bears will become my example: 

Baby Bear goes downstairs and sits in his small chair at the table; he looks into his small bowl.  It is empty.  

‘Whose been eating my porridge?’ he squeaks.  Papa Bear arrives at the table and sits in his big chair.  He 

looks into his big bowl, it is also empty.  ‘Whose been eating my porridge?’ he roars. 

Momma Bear puts her head though the serving hatch from the kitchen and yells ‘For goodness sake, how 

many times do we have to go though this with you two?  It was Momma Bear who got up first.  It was 

Momma Bear who woke everyone in the house.  It was Momma Bear who made the coffee, it was Momma 

Bear who unloaded the dishwasher from last night and put everything away.  It was Momma Bear who went 

out in the cold morning air to fetch the newspaper, it was Momma Bear who set the table, it was Momma 

Bear who put the cat out, cleaned the litter box and filled the cat,s water and food dish and, now that you've 

decided to drag your backsides downstairs and grace Momma Bear’s kitchen with your grumpy presence, 

listen good, because I'm only going to say this one more time:  I haven't made the jolly porridge yet!!’

Diary Date:  Annual General Meeting - Tithe Barn, Wednesday 16
th

 March 2005.   7.30 pm start. 

Wizz Fairhurst   261415 
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Review of ‘Miss Muffet’ 

Performed in the Tithe Barn at Horstead by The Jubilee Players in February 2005 

I couldn’t imagine how ‘Miss Muffet’ could be performed as a panto as I foolishly thought that there was 

only a Miss Muffet and a Spider, but how wrong I was.  Even though there was a lot of sickness in the cast 

the usual characters were all there in their glory with, to begin with, a dippy Dame Dolly Drinkup, Neil 

Phillips, who acted his little heart out to a none too verbally active audience.  He was bright, cheerful and 

had some very good lines BUT where were the ‘dame boobs’ that we all expect? 

Miss Muffet played by Charlotte Cousens was as sweet and demure as a principal girl should be and her 

principal boy, Jack Dauntless, played by Hannah Brodie, (with a great pair of legs) was strong and masterful 

with a beautiful voice to match.  The two funnies Flip and Flop played by Ros Chamberlin and Wizz 

Fairhurst respectively, were very funny, but they again had their work cut out trying to get some sort of 

response from a dull audience.  Their ‘boss’, James Groves, as the evil Jasper Grasper, was evil and was 

nasty and was horrible but, sadly, he didn’t look evil and nasty and horrible.  We all want somebody to hiss 

and boo at but he would have looked more horrible if he had been in dark colours instead of nice bright red.  

He was the man for the part but, like Flip and Flop, we kinda liked him and we didn’t want to. 

However, when Morac came on stage, well that was a different matter because then we had somebody really 

bad to hiss and boo at and boy, how the kids in the audience hated her.  Gay Lloyd played this part to 

perfection as is her wont and whilst we wanted to see her ousted, we loved her.  Morac and the Gorilla, yes a 

gorilla, Steve Penwill, brought the audience to life it seems and from there onwards it was real audience 

participation at its best. 

Rebecca Chamberlin was a lovely little learner fairy waiting to earn her wings but I personally would have 

liked to see her in the usual long fairy-like dress.  Just my opinion, but ‘an audience expects’ and all that! 

The chorus and the children were lovely especially the little one who kept us entertained by hitching her 

underwear up at regular intervals.  They, like the rest of the cast, had colourful outfits on and the big smiles 

and lively music kept us well entertained. 

Smaller character parts that had substance were Graham Blyth who played Granfer Fuddlewick, a cheerful, 

half drunken old sop and Graham Brackenbury who played the King of Valador, speaking so much like our 

own Prince Charles that had one shut ones eyes and listened, one would have imagined one was in the 

palace. 

The little star of the evening for me was Harriet Bunton who played the Spider who was also the Princess 

Valtina.  She was word perfect with a huge smile and a wonderful spider costume and she was a fabulous 

little character …. one to watch. 

What is also incredible about this group are the truly amazing sets they have on this unbelievably small stage 

that has to be built each time they perform.  Not the usual dangling piece of black curtain for them, oh no, 

they have beautifully painted set after set with flats to match.  Somebody is very talented in this field and I 

know who - Gay Lloyd.  So with her husband Brian directing this panto and also prompting on the evening I 

was there, due to sickness, they, and their large cast, helped make this panto a very enjoyable evening for me 

and a lot of other folk. 

I look forward to next year and mine is a white wine, Charles.  (Oh yes, The Jubilee Players also have the 

perfect barman). 

Judi Ingram 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Wroxham Flower Club 
The Church Hall, Wroxham 

Wednesday, 9
th

 March 2005, 7.30 pm 

Tonight Mary Griffiths from Mildenhall will be demonstrating ‘Memories’.  The sales table 

will have lots of interesting flower arranging items at reasonable prices.  A cup of tea or 

coffee and biscuits will be available after the meeting. 

New members who wish to join are always welcome, you do not have to be a flower arranger.  

Please telephone 01603 783677 for more details. 
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Hoveton, Wroxham and District Gardening Club 

Friday 4
th

 March at Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm, Mr Paull of the Norfolk Wildlife 

Trust will give a talk on ‘A Wild Life Garden’. 

Subscriptions now due only £5 per annum.  Visitors £1.  New members always 

welcome. 

Thursday 17
th

 March, Annual Three Way Quiz at Sheringham.  Need transport?  Phone 

Pam on 01603 78204 for this or any enquires. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Night Flying 

14
th

 - 17
th

 March 2005 

21
st
 - 23

rd
 March 2005 

Please note these are proposed dates and may alter for Operational 

reasons.  Any changes will be promulgated as early as possible. 

Most of the activity will take place away from the base and any 

landings after 11.00 pm will be straight in approaches to minimise 

the noise in the local area. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Coltishall Jags Football Club 

Saturday 22
nd

 January 2005 

U8’s Match Report 

This week’s fixtures had us playing 2 games against Mundesley U8’s.  

Excellent conditions for football, with clear blue skies but relatively cold.  We 

were without Kieran Ordish and Joe Maguire, which gave greater opportunity 

for the rest of the squad to have more of a game.  For the first game, we had 

Charlie Shepherd in goal, Daniel Murphy and Konner Haines in defence and 

Ben Douglass and Gus Getley up front.  Having made a great cross, from 

which Gus shot just wide, Ben opened the scoring, winning the ball from their 

keeper.  Konner, although struggling for pace, was too strong in the shot for 

Mundesley, scoring with a long range effort for 2 - 0 then adding a third with 

a well taken goal direct from a free kick.  Half time 3 - 0.  The second half 

opened with a good pass from Ben to Konner, who scored for his hat-trick.  

Gus had been putting in great effort and enthusiasm into his game and was 

finally rewarded with a goal for 5 - 0.  Konner’s shooting had Mundesley 

under more pressure when he hit the post with a free kick from near the half 

way line.  Daniel, who was man of the match in this game, rounded off the 

scoring with a goal direct from a corner.  Charlie, in goal, had done 

everything that was asked of him and made no mistakes.  6 - 0 to Colt Jags. 

The second game had Simon Broom in goal and Olly Burke coming on for Konner with Ben dropping back 

to defence.  Daniel opened the scoring with a lobbed shot over their keeper.  Passes and crosses from Gus to 

Olly saw Olly shooting just wide.  Olly returned the passing favour and Gus scored to make it 2 - 0.  Finally, 

Olly was successful when he converted a good cross from Gus into the net for 3 - 0 to tremendous, if not 

relieved, cheers from the crowd.  Simon was playing really well in goal and rounded off the half with a 

superb save from a high shot that looked to have him beaten.  In the second half we brought on Charlie to 

play in defence, in place of Ben.  Charlie was on a £5 score bonus from his Dad but somehow failed to cash 

in, our two goals coming from Daniel, who is reaching a level of skill and consistency in his play that would 

merit the attention of Norwich Scouts.  5- 0 to Colt Jags.  I must add that Gus is now finding the form that 

had previously made him one of our top players.  I should also add that Nick Broom, Simon’s Dad, had his 

first game as referee which whilst tempting controversy by turning down a potential Colt Jags penalty, he 

seemed to enjoy.  Will Kieran and Joe be able to reclaim their places in the team?  Watch this space. 

Well done all. 
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Saturday 5
th

 February 2005 

U8’s Match Report 

Our first game was against Stalham A.  Colt Jags dominated the game but found the Stalham goalkeeper in 

excellent form.  Half-time 0 - 0.  Against the run of play Stalham took the lead with virtually their only shot 

of the game.  Joe Maguire came on for Ben Douglass, a strong run from Joe lead to Gus tapping in for 1 - 1. 

The second game was against a strong Thorpe Rovers team.  This was much closer, 

but with Colt Jags looking the more likely to score.  0 - 0 at half-time.  The second 

half brought more Colt Jags’ pressure, but again, the Thorpe goalkeeper was in 

great form, stopping a shot from Konner that normally would have hit the back of 

the net without being seen.  A free kick from Stalham on the edge of the Coltishall 

goal area looked ominous and our worst fears were realised when a well struck kick 

went in for 1 - 0 to Thorpe.  Olly Burke came on for Konner but, despite further 

Coltishall pressure, we failed to score. 

Two good games, where the result didn’t reflect the performance, but that were played in a competitive but 

sporting manner that was thoroughly enjoyed by players and spectators. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Spring Sale 

To be held in the Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Saturday, 6th April 2005 

2.00 - 4.00 pm 

Book Stall, Cake Stall, Bric-A-Brac, Raffle (Drawn at 3.45 pm) 

Teas 

Proceeds for Church Funds 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Table Top Sale 

Saturday 12th March from 12 noon onwards at the Tithe Barn Horstead 

Tables £5 each 

Refreshments available 

Telephone Glen or Pauline Gould on 01603 738704 evenings or 

weekends to book a table 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Royal British Legion 
In aid of Coltishall & District Branch Funds 

Coltishall Village Hall, Saturday, 9th April 2005, 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm Start 

Quiz Night 
All Welcome - Teams of up to 8 people 

Tickets £5 Each, (Including Ploughman’s Supper), Available from: 

Bob Jennings, 3 Rectory Road, Horstead - 738335 

Charlie Smith, Rectory Road, Coltishall - 737544 

Benjie Jordon, Grove House, 40 High Street, Coltishall - 738325 

The Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall - 738435 

Raffle 
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Bingo 
Saturday 5th March - Coltishall Village Hall 

Accumulating Jackpot 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 

Coltishall Bowls Club 

Please note:  Next bingo will be on the 26th March 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Broadland High School PTA 

 
Thursday 10th March 

Bingo Night (eyes down 7.30 pm) 

 
Saturday 23rd April 

Jumble Sale in the school hall from 10.00 am 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Horstead Centre 
Rectory Road, Horstead 

If you are a good home cook then you could easily fill this post: 
We are looking for a cook(s) to cover three evening meals and Sunday lunch 

Evenings 5.00 - 7.00 pm and 12.00 - 2.00 pm on Sunday 

Further details:  Val (01603) 737215 

The Mill House Nursing Home 
Mill Road, Horstead, Norwich, NR12 7AT 

Telephone: 737107 

We have the following vacancies: 

• ADMINISTRATOR/OFFICE MANAGER with book-keeping and secretarial skills - 

competency in Word and Excel - apply in writing with CV to The Business Manager at the 
above address.

• CARE ASSISTANTS - support and training to NVQ Level given - full or part time hours 

available - Telephone Matron - 737107.

Half Price Sale 

Classic Ladies Bicycle: 1950’s Raleigh Palm Beach in metallic blue, as seen in ‘Carry on Camping’ with 

Barbara Windsor peddling through the meadows.  Restored and repainted, shopping basket, saddle-bag, 

3 speed, two bells and a pump as well, two slow punctures complete the specification: £25 

Policansky 4B Monitor, brass deep sea lever drag multiplier sea fishing reel: £15 

Smith-Corona Word Processor, as new with manual, correcting tapes & cartridges: £10 

Four 2ft x 11in Round Chimney Pots (one has extra hole/feature in the side): £5 each 

Top of the range Computer Table (it’s in the way): £7 

( 737750
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Domestic Cleaner Wanted 

For bungalow in Horstead - 2 hours weekly 

Please ring - 737258 

For Sale 

Lego assortment including some building instructions - £10 

Knex (43010) in yellow case - £7.50 

Man’s wardrobe  Schreiber 35 ‘w x 21’ d x 5'6’ h. 3 drawers, mirror & cupboard behind mirror - £20 

MFI wardrobe 35’ w x 21’ d x 62’ h - £10 

Two standard lamps, One wrought iron £5 the other Onyx/brass - £10 

Call 01603  738280 

Coltishall Parish Council 

Allotment Plots 

Available to rent for this coming Season 

If anyone is interested, could they please contact:

Mrs R Thrussell - ( 01603 737644 

Dogs are not allowed on the allotment land including 

the area laid down to grass and the Apple Orchard 

No dumping of rubbish on any of the allotment area 

Allotment site bonfires - please be considerate to the people who live nearby 

The Council wish to remind property owners that it is their responsibility to cut back 

any vegetation (trees, hedges or nettles) that overgrows footpaths 

Please keep using the re-cycling bins near the Village Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall as all funds received 

go towards improving and maintaining the village facilities. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Commercial Advertisers 
For Rates and Information Please Contact Sid Parkin 

Advertising Manager 

01603 738129  e-mail  sid.parkin@themarlpit.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Have you something you want to bring to the notice of the people living in 

Coltishall, Horstead and Great Hautbois? 

Have you an article, picture or memory you would like to share? 

If you want anything published, please leave it at the Coltishall Post Office 

or with any Editor or send it e-mail to: magazine@themarlpit.com 

All contributions, ideas and suggestions welcomed 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Stapling Machines 

Would the people, who used to staple and collate for the Marlpit, who still have Electric Stapling Machines, 

please return them to Sid Parkin at 19 Chapel Lane, Coltishall or Catherine Moorhouse at Stable End, Abbey 

Court, Coltishall.  Many thanks. 



15

The Salvation Army 

The Cameo Club (open to all ages) in March will take place Mondays 7
th

, 14
th
 and 21

st
 commencing at 2.30 

pm. Enquiries contact Anne Beaver - 737326. 

Mini-Market with Light Refreshments (good quality clothing, bric-a-brac, etc) will be held on Tuesdays, 1
st

and 15
th

 March from 9.30 am till 11.30 am.  (Tel: 01603 737326). 

Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesdays, 8
th

, 22
nd

 and 29
th

 March from 9.30 am till 11.30 am.  Why not 

come along and enjoy a cup of coffee (or tea!) and a chat? 

Luncheon Club will be held each Wednesday in March at 12.30 pm.  If you know anyone who would benefit 

from attending this Luncheon Club (transport can be arranged) or if you would like to attend yourself, please 

contact Envoy on 737152. 

We will meet around the cross on Good Friday 25
th

 March at 10.30am - you are especially invited to share 

with us. 

On Easter Sunday morning at 9.30 am we will be sharing in breakfast together before the Easter Sunday 

morning meeting at 11.00 am.  If you would like to join us on Easter Sunday morning for breakfast please 

contact Daphne Blake on 736774. 

Ecumenical Songs of Praise in March will be held on Easter Sunday the 27
th

 at 6.30 pm - this is open to 

anyone and you would be made very welcome.  Come along and sing your favourite hymn. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP in March will take place on Monday 21
st
 at 8.00 pm when we will be having a slide 

show entitled ‘Scenic Utah’ presented by Mr M Smith.  Our meetings are very friendly and informal and are 

open to any lady - you do not have to belong to the Salvation Army to attend.  (Tel: Sue Blackburn – 737495 

for more information). 

Sue Blackburn 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Bureside Churches Together 

The Lent Course continues on Wednesdays 2
nd

, 9
th

 and 16
th

 March.  This course is held at the Salvation 

Army Hall commencing at 8.00 pm.  Val Khambatta is our leader and you are invited to share with us for 

this very special time.  If you haven’t managed to attend so far why not start now - you will be very 

welcome. 

Sue Blackburn 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Services 

March 

Sunday    6
th
 Mothers’ Day Meetings  at 11am and 3pm 

Sunday  13
th

 Meetings at 11am and 3pm 

Sunday  20
th

 Meetings at 11am and 3pm 

Friday  25
th

 Meeting for Good Friday at 10.30am 

Sunday  27
th

 Easter Sunday Breakfast at 9.30am 

Easter Sunday Meeting at 11am 

Ecumenical Easter Songs of Praise at 6.30pm 
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Salvation Army Diary 

March 

Tuesday 1
st
   Minimarket with Light Refreshments 9.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 2
nd

   Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Wednesday 2
nd

   Lent Course led by Val Khambatta at 8.00pm 

Monday 7
th

   Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 8
th

   Coffee Morning 9.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 9
th

   Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Wednesday  9
th

   Lent Course led by Val Khambatta at 8.00pm 

Monday 14
th

   Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Tuesday  15
th

   Minimarket with Light Refreshments 9.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 16
th

   Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Wednesday 16
th

   Lent Course led by Val Khambatta at 8.00pm 

Monday 21
st
   Cameo Club at 2.30pm 

Monday 21
st
   Ladies Fellowship ‘Scenic Utah’ Slide Show at 8.00pm 

Tuesday 22
nd

   Coffee Morning 9.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 23
rd

   Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

Tuesday 29
th

   Coffee Morning 9.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 30
th

   Luncheon Club at 12.30pm 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Easter Lilies 

If you wish to remember loved ones with lilies to be displayed in St John The Baptist 

church over Easter 2005, would you please see me or place your donation, in an 

envelope with your name and the ones to be remembered, through my letter box. 

These names will be written into a card, which will be displayed near to the altar 

whilst the lilies are present.  Alternatively please see either of the Churchwardens.  

Thank you. 

Gisela Revill  43 Kings Road, Coltishall. Tel:01603-738648 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Floodlighting for St John the Baptist, Coltishall 

Week Commencing In Memoriam Sponsor 

13
th

 March Nigel Preston Mollie & Wilfred Preston 

Celebration 

6
th

 March The birth of Phoebe Kate Critchlow 

14
th

 January 2005 

Jill & Michael 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate an occasion such as 

a wedding, a wedding anniversary, a birth, a special birthday, a baptism or anything else, please contact Jill 

Blackburn- Telephone 737442. 


