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 Village Diary
December 2003 

Saturday 6
th

 10.00 - 12.00 Advent Coffee Morning, Coltishall Rectory 

Saturday 6
th

 2.00 - 4.00 Coltishall & Horstead Pre-School Christmas Fayre, Coltishall Village 

Hall 

Saturday 6
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall Playing Field Bowls Club, Bingo, Coltishall Village Hall 

Wednesday 10
th

 7.30 pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham, Christine Picton, 

‘So This is Christmas’ 

Monday 12
th

 7.30 pm Royal British Legion, Church Room, Coltishall 

Wednesday 17
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute, Christmas Party & 

Entertainment, Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall  

   

January 2004 

Monday 5
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council, Meeting, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 14
th

 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting, Tithe Barn, 

Horstead 

Thursday 15
th

 to 

Sunday 18
th

Various The Wizard of Oz, Horning Village Hall 

Tuesday 20
th

 7.30 pm CCA, Annual General Meeting, Church Room, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 21
st
 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors’ Meeting for February Edition 

   

Future Events 

Wednesday18
th

 to 

Saturday 21
st
 February 

The Jubilee Players, Babes in the Wood, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Saturday 7
th

 & Sunday 

8
th

 August 

Flower Festival 

  

Front Cover Picture 

 
Festive 
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From The Editors 

Well here we are again with another double issue.  At our recent Editors` meeting we were very 

pleased to see how many articles, notices etc we had received for inclusion in this edition.  It really 

is good that so many of you use the Marlpit as a forum to let the community know about your 

societies` activities and your personal thoughts on local issues.  Being a double issue means that we 

have included notices that relate to January 2004 and the next edition will not be due out until 

February.  Doesn’t time fly? 

We have been talking about a Junior Edition of the Marlpit for a while now and in last month’s 

edition asked those that were interested to contact Ronnie.  Some young people have already done 

so and I believe Ronnie will be contacting these volunteers.  If anyone else is interested in being 

involved in a quarterly production then please contact Ronnie whose e-mail address is on the back 

page.  If you do not have e-mail then contact any other editor: our telephone numbers are on the 

back page. 

I would like to remind contributors that you can leave any articles etc at Coltishall Post Office right 

up until the copy date for each issue.  The items are collected regularly throughout the month, so if 

the tray is empty it does not mean you have missed your chance. 

This year the web site has gone from strength to strength and we have had ‘hits’ from all over the 

world.  It is quite fascinating when Ronnie brings in the web site statistics each month to find that 

someone in Venezuela has been looking at the site and various people from just about all over the 

world have visited www.themarlpit.com.  If you have not done so already, please look at the 

wonderful Home Page that greets all visitors to the site. 

Finally may I wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I would like to 

thank our printers, staplers and distributors too, without whom there would not be a Marlpit, for all 

their hard work throughout the year. 

See you in 2004 and may it be a happy, healthy and peaceful year ahead for you all. 

Barbara Gidney 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

I'd just like to thank Christine Cooke and Mrs Chapman for their time delivering copies of the 

Marlpit in the past.  Unfortunately, both have had to retire.  I wish Christine the best of luck in her 

new job and hope that Mrs Chapman regains her full health shortly. 

I'd like to welcome a new distributor to the team.  Rita Connor has agreed to take over the 

deliveries in part of Rectory Road and Westbourne Avenue.  She is taking over from Margary 

Chapman who is currently unable to do the round.  Our good wishes and thanks to Margary and a 

warm welcome to Rita. 

If anyone else is able to offer their services, please contact one of the editors, who will be only too 

delighted to welcome you to our team. 

Andrea 
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Public Forum on the Revised Tarmac Application 

Parish and County Councillors together with some 60 local residents attended a meeting in the 

Tithe Barn Horstead to discuss the revised Tarmac Application.  Notable absentees were Tarmac 

and Trafford Estates, the only parties who will actually benefit from the scheme. 

It was explained that if this revised application was turned down then Tarmac would appeal the 

original decision by NCC rejecting the larger scheme. 

The first scheme had been turned down on the grounds that the 

proposed gravel extraction exceeded ‘planned regional needs’ for 

a mineral landbank and calculations are to be done by the NCC 

to assess whether these ‘needs’ will still be exceeded by the 

present application at the time of the Hearing anticipated for 

January. 

NCC confirmed that little or nothing in the form of road improvements would be carried out should 

the scheme be passed, nothing would be done to restrict any of the site traffic passing through the 

local villages (where the roads are clearly unsuitable for such traffic) and no further restrictions on 

speed were to be introduced. 

Local residents raised the fact that the many environmental issues involved in this revised scheme 

would not be significantly reduced by the revised scheme and that for those reasons alone the 

revised scheme should be rejected. 

Parishioners and Locals were urged to write individually raising their objections to this revised 

scheme. 

Tarmac and Trafford Estates had previously met with Stanninghall residents who confirmed that 

Trafford Estates were also planning redevelopment of Stanninghall Farm but had omitted to show 

adjacent properties on their application. 

Apparently Trafford Estates wish to ‘live in harmony with the residents’  There is little to suggest 

that this alleged intention is reflected in any action by Trafford Estates, for whom the prime 

motivation would appear to be simply maximum profit at minimal cost to themselves. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Constabulus Ploddicus 

I was in the front garden sawing some wood when a flash of yellow caught 

my eye.  I hadn't realised I had dropped it, but nevertheless I turned towards 

the roadway and was rewarded with that rare sight Constabulus Ploddicus or 

policeman on foot.  What could be the explanation for this rare sighting?  

Had all their police cars gone in for repair?  Had the Chief Constable 

ordered them to take more exercise?  Had there been an outbreak amongst 

the 'boys in blue' of the equivalent of bed sores from sitting so long in their 

patrol cars?  Was this at last a reflection of the promised 'extra bobbies on 

the beat' or in the case of Coltishall 'a bobby on the beat'. 

Alas no, the explanation was quite simple, they were out in force, two cars 

and two on foot to stop the traffic for the Remembrance Sunday Parade. 

Ah well, we'll have to wait another year for the next sighting, unless you catch a glimpse of one 

dashing from his car to the Londis shop for a snack. 

T Witcher 
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Still Looking For More Letters!! 

Many, many thanks to all of you who turned out for the Forum at the Tithe Barn last weekend.  It 

was so good to see that there is still a great deal of opposition to the Tarmac / Trafford Estate plans 

for our village, and I understand that I must also thank a great many people who have written to the 

Planners with their objections already.  There is still time to register your views, as I am informed 

that the earliest it will be brought before committee is 19
th

 December, but it may wait until January.  

They will accept comments right up until the last moment.  At the risk of repeating myself - please 

do write, even if only a few lines, if you feel we are being over run by gravel extraction sites in our 

area, or that the roads will be overburdened, or our amenities will be compromised - or for any 

other reason you can think of.  You ARE important, and your views will be considered. 

When the government stated that farmers and landowners need to 

diversify to survive the crisis in agriculture, they were proposing 

small-scale enterprise like bed and breakfast, camping sites, holiday 

cottages and yes, livery yards, to open up the countryside to more 

people.  What they were not suggesting was that great chunks of what 

countryside we have left should be spoiled and the surrounding areas 

affected adversely for everyone else - including the small businesses 

which have opened up and the day to day lives of country dwellers. 

We all know that modern life needs gravel, sand etc - but it does not all have to be extracted from 

the same small area, and it should not be.  Just because gravel is found in a certain area does not 

give an automatic right to extract it from there.  If we remember this, perhaps we can formulate 

more reasons to put forward to stop our part of Norfolk from becoming an unattractive pit instead 

of the beautiful, green rural place it now is. 

Again, many, many thanks for everybody's support.  We can win! 

Christine Benton, Beverley Farm

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Speeding Traffic 

When are we going to have something done about the idiots who speed into the village from 

Scottow doing about 50mph.  On 2
nd

 November I was waiting to turn into Ling Common housing 

estate when someone drove straight into the back of me, writing off my car.  Luckily this time I 

wasn’t badly injured.  If we had some sort of speed restrictions this would not have happened.  It is 

nice to know that the Horstead residents are looked after by their Parish Council having flashing 

signs put up on both the main entrances to the village. 

Do we have to wait until someone is killed before anything is done?  If so, I won’t be putting my 

name forward for that job.  Let’s have something done before someone is killed.  Because I would 

imagine everyone else who lives on the estate is sick of risking their lives every time they want to 

cross the junction, either on foot or in a car.  It is just as dangerous with speeding cars coming at 

you both ways. 

Also it would be nice to have the 20mph restrictions put in the whole village, especially near the 

school.  Let’s have something done before we lose lives! 

Steven Haines 
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DAISY 

In late October, June heard a mention on the John Mill’s show on Radio 

Norfolk about the giving away of unwanted fur coats as charity shops 

would not take them as they, in turn, could not resell them.  However, a 

listener ‘phoned to say there was an answer. 

I was subsequently delegated to find out more as June had a fur coat that 

had belonged to her long departed mother and had lurked in her over 

crowded wardrobe for many years. 

I had thought that a Daisy was, and is, a problem that specialised in attacking my lawns and not my 

neighbour’s, a problem to be dug out and then watched for another to appear somewhere else.  Ad 

Infinitum.  But it is also the name of a charity, the initials stand for ‘Distribution of Aid to Infants, 

Seniors and Youngsters’ and has a particular interest in helping ‘street children’. 

Years ago I helped collect clothing, bedding and tinned food for Bosnia and some years later I 

collected for Kosovo for which the response was so good that I had to request help.  RAF Coltishall 

sent me a three ton truck with driver, as did the Army, from where I can’t remember.  Now I want 

to help Romania. 

Daisy has for some time been doing what they can to improve life in a small town close to 

Budapest called Moreni which is about the size of Dereham.  They have plumbed, rewired tiled and 

decorated a maternity hospital, a children’s hospital and a kindergarten.  They have set up a home 

for ‘street kids’ some of whom previously had lived in the sewers, and some others still do. 

But for DAISY to do what they do and for what they want to do in the future, they need more help 

and that means you.  There is a particular need for children’s clothing but also adult clothing is very 

acceptable, as is any type of bedding.  All of which will be taken straight to the Moreni distribution 

centre in January.  Any other surplus items likes books or bric-a-brac can be turned into cash in the 

shop on Magdalen Street. 

Please help me to help them by bringing anything you can spare to Forever Autumn on Westbourne 

Road and I will ensure that everything is put to good use. 

Alan Groves 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PALS 
Local NHS helps patients to resolve concerns 

The Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) is there to help when you 

need advice, have concerns, or do not know where to turn  We provide 

confidential advice and support, helping you to sort out any concerns you 

may have about your health care, guiding you through the different services 

available from the NHS. 

PALS wilt be able to offer a confidential and impartial service, advise and support patients, their 

families and carers, provide information on NHS services, listen to your concerns, suggestions or 

queries, help sort out problems on your behalf. 

We act independently when handling patient and family concerns, liaising with staff, managers and, 

where appropriate, relevant organisations, to find solutions.  If necessary, we can also refer patients 

and families to specific local or national support agencies.  Every NHS Trust has a PALS which 

deals with enquiries relating to the services they provide.  To contact the PALS for community and 

GP health services in central Norfolk, telephone 01603 307340 and a PALS officer will help you 

with your enquiry, or visit www.heron.nhs.uk: for local PALS contact details. 
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New Year Resolutions 

How To Be A Good Wife 

The following is an excerpt from a 1950’s High School Home Economics Workbook and no doubt 

this is what politicians mean when they talk about ‘Back to Basics’ and ‘Family Values’.  Jump to 

it, girls . . . 

• Have dinner ready.  Plan ahead, even the 

night before, to have a delicious meal on 

time.  This is a way of letting him know 

that you have been thinking about him 

and are concerned for his needs.  Most 

men are hungry when they come home 

and the prospect of a good meal is part of 

the warm welcome needed. 

• Prepare yourself.  Take fifteen minutes to 

rest so that you will be refreshed when he 

arrives.  Touch up your make-up, put a 

ribbon in your hair and be fresh looking.  

He has just been with a lot of work-weary 

people.  Be a little gay and a little more 

interesting.  His boring day may need a 

lift. 

• Clear away the clutter.  Make one last trip 

through the main part, of the house just 

before your husband arrives, gathering up 

school books, toys, papers, etc.  Then run 

a dust cloth over the tables.  Your 

husband will feel he has reached a haven 

of rest and order, and this will give you a 

lift too. 

• Prepare the children.  Take a few minutes 

to wash the children’s faces (if they are 

small).  Comb their hair and if necessary 

change their clothes.  They are little 

treasures and he would like to see them 

playing their part. 

• Minimise all noise.  At the time of his 

arrival eliminate all noise of the washer, 

dryer, dishwasher or vacuum.  Try to 

encourage the children to be quiet.  Be 

happy to see him and greet him with a 

warm smi1e.  Some Don’ts:  Don’t greet 

him with problems or complaints.  Don’t 

complain he is late for dinner.  Count this 

as minor compared with what he might 

have gone through that day. 

• Make him comfortable.  Have him lean 

back in a confinable chair or suggest he 

lie down in the bedroom.  Have a cool or 

warm drink ready for him.  Arrange his 

pillow and offer to take off his shoes. 

• Speak in a low, soft, soothing and 

pleasant voice.  Allow him to relax and 

unwind. 

• Listen to him.  You may have a dozen 

things to tell him, but the moment of his 

arrival is not the time.  Let him talk first. 

• Make the evening his.  Never complain if 

he does not take you out for dinner or 

other places of entertainment, instead try 

to understand his world of strain and 

pressure, his need to come home and 

relax. 

• The goal: try to make your home a place 

of peace and order where your husband 

can renew himself in body and spirit. 

Now I can guess what you girls are thinking.   Yes, you already do most of the things on the list.  

Try reading it again, there may be some little detail that you overlooked and that detail could make 

all the difference. 
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Madness 

Dear Sir, Many people reading this will be thinking about their Christmas dinner.  This year I  have 

decided to have a nice leg of Lamb, instead of the more traditional Turkey.  So off to the butchers I 

went.  To my utter horror and dismay I was confronted with the sign which all Lamb lovers fear 

and dread. ‘Only A Few Left Legs Of Lamb’.  What has happened to all their right legs I ask?  Well 

I’ll tell you what happened to all the right legs, the nasty Butchers keep them for themselves cause 

they’ve got more meat on them, well known fact it is!  They sell us the skinny little left ones, surely 

a public outrage. 

Whilst I’m on the subject of shopping I’ve found an excellent way to save 

money and lose weight at the same time.  How, you ask?  Easy.  Shop 

locally.  Instead of driving to the Supermarket I now walk to the local village 

shops.  I save £2 a week on my petrol bill and after only two months have 

enough saved up for a loaf of bread and a two-pint carton of milk!  Fantastic 

isn’t it.  The two-mile round trip, carrying heavy bags of shopping backwards 

and forwards in the howling wind and pouring rain is better than any silly 

Gym membership.  I still spend the same each week on food although I think 

the packets must be smaller, as my cupboards are always empty, the children 

always hungry, and we’re all looking much thinner too (apart from the wife 

that is).  The cats have left home and the dogs have long since wagged their 

tails; alas I may just try the supermarket one more time. 

Anyhow, I digress.  Have 1 told you about my very famous Uncle?  He is a Wild Life 

photographer, and well, when I told him I’d heard there were Jaguars in Coltishall he went in to an 

absolute frenzy.  You see, wild cats are his speciality, and he’s never seen a Jaguar in the wild in 

England, let alone photographed one!  Well we set off in search of our prey.  Slowly crawling on 

our hands and knees through the long grass we eventually made our way to the barren Coltishall 

planes.  After several hours we had seen: 

Green Alligators and long 

neck Geese, 

Humpy back Camels and 

Chimpanzees, 

Snakes and Frogs and 

Elephants, 

But search near and far 

No elusive Coltishall Jaguar 

We lay there very still 

In the swaying long grass, 

Until a hungry little creature 

Bit me on the a**e 

I jumped up and I screamed, 

And I ran back home, 

No more searching, no more 

roam. 

My Uncle then left, 

In his new X type 

Believing my stories 

To be nothing but hype, 

If you know differently 

Then get in touch 

I’d appreciate any photos 

Very much!! 

Ivor Seenone 

Atlantic View, Coltishall 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

In Memory of the Late Harry Docwra 

Dear friends 

Many thanks for your condolences, support and generous donations.  I have received a letter from 

EACH thanking all who contributed to Quidenham's.  The sum raised was £823. 

Thank you once again. 

Pippa 
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Wedding 

I recently attended the wedding of a close friend at Coltishall Church.  My family, friends and I 

arrived with great anticipation.  On entering the church we duly took our seats and awaited the 

arrival of the bride.  Everything seemed pretty normal.  The bride arrived and whilst she waited at 

the entrance of the Church, strange things started to happen. 

Firstly, we noticed the Vicar walk over to the Bridegroom’s mother, 

speak to her, whereupon she handed something to him.  Imagine our 

surprise when we learnt that the Vicar had actually asked her for the 

wedding fee!  Of course this has to be paid, but is it normal to ask for 

this in front of the congregation just before the bride walks down the 

aisle?  I think not. 

The Vicar then proceeded to tell the congregation the ‘do’s and don’ts’ 

whilst in Church.  These were : No photographs, no cine-cameras, no 

throwing of confetti in the churchyard (unless bio-degradable), put the 

knee rests back, ensure the service sheets are not left in the Church, as 

he alone would have to do the clearing up.  Oh, and of course, a 

reminder as to where the collection dish would be! 

I felt I had to write to say how horrified I, and others, were at all of this.  It seemed as if the start of 

the service was a list of instructions to be followed by the congregation.  Of course the service is 

meant to be religious and serious, but it is also meant to be a happy occasion, with all smiling.  

Why no photographs, can’t a happy event such as a wedding now be recorded in Coltishall Church?  

And as to confetti, people are aware they need to throw it outside the Churchyard.  However, my 

grandma is buried there and I know she would be smiling were she to see some confetti on her 

grave. 

I find it sad to think that now when going to a wedding at Coltishall there will be all these ‘rules’ to 

follow.  People ARE aware of the sanctity of the Church and respect it as such.  Is it any wonder 

that less and less people are using the Church, with more young couples marrying in hotels and 

abroad? 

I feel saddened. 

W D 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Premises For Hire 

From January 2004 the Horstead Tithe Barn will be available for daytime hire, Monday to Friday, 

mornings, afternoons or all day, until 1700, on a Regular Hire basis (i.e. 48 weeks per annum). 

The premises are suitable for a wide range of indoor activities, such as Keep Fit, Aerobics, 

Dancing, Coffee Mornings, Whist or Bridge clubs.  It is also suitable for teaching subjects such as 

Arts, Crafts and Languages etc. 

Any Activity Teacher, Instructor, or Group Leader currently seeking premises in which to operate, 

is invited to submit application to the Chairman of the Horstead Community Association.  Each 

application will be considered on its merits and value to the community. 

Further detailed information can be obtained from the Chairman, Glen Gould, 738704, or Jill Bunn, 

737516.  The closing date for applications is 31
st
 December 2003. 
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A Review 

I hate Christmas coming too early, the shops festooned with 

decorations in September leave me cold, but for this I am prepared 

to make an exception . . . .  Alan Ayckbourn's ‘Season's Greetings’ 

performed by the Jubilee Players at Horstead Tithe Barn had all the 

elements of a traditional dysfunctional family Christmas; sibling 

rivalry, bigoted elderly relatives, tensions running high and a 

healthy dose of unrequited love, complemented by a brief illicit 

affair. 

Ayckbourn's perceptiveness as a playwright, coupled with Gay Lloyd's skill as a director is such 

that I defy any member of the audience not to have recognised a part of themselves, or their nearest 

and dearest, in one of the characters on the stage.

Brian Lloyd as Harvey was the uncle from hell - more Alf Garnett than Warren Mitchell himself, 

and so at home in his fairisle tank-top that he was virtually a part of the furniture. 

Poor, frustrated Belinda, played by Wiz Fairhurst, must have pulled at the heartstrings of every 

woman in the audience, as she tried to steer a course for her family through the turbulent seas of 

Christmas.  Her frazzled tones and eventual resignation to her lot, were perfectly judged and she, 

along with stage husband, Neville , portrayed by Neil Phillips, were the archetypal ‘30 something’ 

couple whose marriage had reached a plateau. 

If matters on stage weren't becoming complicated enough, Neil's real-life wife, Sue Phillips, played 

the heavily pregnant Pattie, her weariness felt by everyone.  How Sue kept in character through 

Colin Prentice, a.k.a. the hapless Bernard's puppet show, I shall never know - the tears streamed 

down my cheeks - a genuine moment of Jubilee Players history in the making! 

And what of Eddie, played by Graham Brakenbury?  The audience knew, the other characters 

knew, that which only Eddie was blissfully ignorant of, that he would never make the big time and 

would be forever in Neville's shadow.  His body language said it all - destined to be always the 

Indian and never the Chief. 

Jayne Downing as Phyllis lurched superbly drunkenly from one culinary disaster to the next, only 

showing her true colours in a passionate heart-to-heart with the enigmatic Clive, very much THE 

man of the moment.  Martin Truss's deliberately unassuming of the ‘almost famous’ author was a 

perfect foil for the passions of Belinda, Phyllis and eventually Ros Chamberlain, in the guise of the 

tearful Rachel.  Ros's character brought poignancy within the of comedy and who could not 

sympathise with her spinsterly plight? 

As with all Ayckbourn's plays, timing and direction are tantamount to the success of the play and 

Gay Lloyd was meticulous in her attention to detail.  A difficult play to stage, with three different 

rooms on view at once, it was professionally directed and the resulting production was as slick and 

accomplished a performance as we have come to expect from the Jubilee Players. 

In the foyer before the performance, I met a lady who had been fortunate enough to have seen many 

of Ayckbourn's plays premiered on his home turf of Scarborough - she was expecting great things 

and I feel sure she will not have gone home disappointed. 

Victoria Grimsdale 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

December 

Help to preserve your planet – this Christmas make sure you buy cards that are made from recycled 

or ‘managed forest’ paper!  The Eco-Warrior
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Growing Up With Ben 

We recently took the opportunity to visit a replica of HMS Endeavour when it was at South Quay, 

Yarmouth.  The original Endeavour was captained by James Cook and sailed to Australia in 1770.  

It is ironic that this replica was in fact made in Australia. 

It is difficult to imagine how the 94 people who set sail for Australia could have lived in such a 

small ship, only 109' long x 29' 2’ wide.  The lower deck, running the full length of the ship had a 

deck height of only 4' 6’ (1.2m) aft and it was on this deck that most of the crew ate and slept.  The 

replica is of the same dimensions, and whilst Ben was able to walk upright through the ship, the 

adults on the tour were bent double to avoid hitting their heads on the ceilings.  The crew slept in 

hammocks in a 14’ wide space, but an Officer had a swinging cot and 18’ of room. 

The Scottish cook on the original Endeavour was a man called John Thompson who, despite having 

lost a hand, managed to cook for the 94 people on board.  He may not have been a Jamie Oliver but 

at least he coped single-handed.  The sailors daily allowance of food and drink was Porridge, 1lb 

boiled salt meat, 1lb hard biscuit, ½lb sauerkraut, 1 gallon beer and fresh fish, vegetables and fruit 

when available.  How they drank a gallon of beer a day I'll never know and it must have been hard 

to tell whether the sore heads were as a result of the beer or banging their heads on the ceiling. 

Ben enjoyed the visit and so did we. 

P.s.  For the cost of £300 you could sail on a 4 day working trip.  Mind, you have to be able to 

climb aloft (100 ft).  They didn't say whether you still get the full beer allowance. 

School Council 

Further to Ben’s election to serve on the School Council, the Council has since met and the 

officials, Chairman, Vice-Chairman etc have been elected.  The Headmaster, Chris Jones, attends 

the meeting and the children discuss issues affecting their play equipment, rewards and 

punishments, prefects etc.  Chris Jones gave out copies of the Constitution for the School Council 

and explained what it all meant.  The whole concept of formal meetings was new to Ben but he 

now seems to understand the structure.  I mentioned to him that they would issue minutes of the 

meeting and asked him if he knew what minutes were.  Yes, he replied, there are 60 of them in an 

hour! 

Lapland 

In December we are spending 4 days in Lapland (searching for Father Christmas).  If we survive 

the freezing temperatures I will report on the trip in the February 2004 Marlpit (doesn’t that seem a 

long way off!). 

MD 
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News From The Post Office 

Christmas is approaching very rapidly, and by the time you read this many of the airmail deadlines 

for delivery before Christmas will be upon us.  If you need help with finding the best way to send 

things, just ask, but here are some important tips:

Make sure your parcels are well packaged.  At Christmas the volume 

of packages going through the mail means that things are not always 

handled as delicately as you might hope.  The best way for fragile or 

delicate items is to use a rigid cardboard carton with the item protected 

inside by bubble wrap or similar protective material.  If you are 

wrapping something, use heavy duty brown paper and sticky tape – 

string is more likely to get snagged on things and get broken or come 

undone.  We have a range of approved ‘Postpak’ packaging for sale in 

the shop. 

If you are sending a parcel abroad, do not include newsy letters.  Most small parcels can be sent 

‘Small Package Rate’ which is almost half the price of letter airmail, but, to qualify, you are not 

allowed to include a letter.  Send the letter separately – it’s cheaper that way.  Any parcels or 

packages going outside the EU will require a Customs Label to ensure there is no hold up in 

customs in the receiving country.  Customs labels have changed recently and are now white – if 

you have some of the old green ones please get some new ones from us.  Make sure you have a full 

and correct address, including the postcode.  The biggest reason for non-delivery of mail is 

incorrect addressing. 

Always put a sender’s address on parcels and packages – that way if it cannot be delivered for any 

reason we know where to send it back to.  Make sure you mark it ‘Sender’ – it’s not unknown for 

the addresses to get confused!  Make sure you put enough stamps on your mail.  Most letters and 

cards fall comfortably within the 60g letter rate limit, but if you start including photographs or other 

items it is easy to go over.  For mail to Europe the lower weight limit for the standard E 38p stamp 

is just 20g and some cards can exceed this.  If in doubt bring the mail into the Post Office so we can 

weight it for you. 

If you’re sending valuables, tell us when you bring your package in for posting and we can explain 

your options for increased insurance.  Normal first and second class mail can offer compensation 

up to £28, but you do need to keep a proof of posting. 

Last Posting Dates - International 

26
th

 November  Surface mail to Eastern Europe, Cyprus, Greece, Iceland Malta Turkey 

3
rd

 December  Surface mail to Western Europe 

8
th

 December  Airmail outside of Europe, Canada, USA and Japan 

12
th

 December  Airmail to Canada, USA, Japan and Eastern Europe 

15
th

 December  Airmail to Western Europe 

Last Posting Dates – Inland 

12
th

 December  Royal Mail Standard Parcels 

18
th

 December  Second Class Mail (letters and packages up to 750g) 

20
th

 December  First Class Mail (letters and parcels) 

23
rd

 December  Special Delivery 

Thought the Post Office was just for stamps?  Oh no it isn’t!!  Here are some ideas for Christmas 

gifts and Stocking Fillers available at the Post Office: 

Gift Postal Orders in denominations of £5, £10 and £20 come with a free card and envelope.  Better 

than a gift voucher, they can be cashed at any Post Office and are accepted directly by many high 

street stores. 
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Mobile Phone Pre-Pay Vouchers for O2, Virgin, Vodafone and T-Mobile.  A great gift for texting 

teens available in £10 and other values, depending on the network. 

An investment for your grandchildren?  How about Premium Bonds, Children’s Bonus Bonds or 

index-linked Savings Certificates?  Ask for more details. 

Send Flowers!  From just £10.99 you can send flowers anywhere in the UK with Bunches.  Just 

place your order at the Post Office and we do the rest. 

Lottery tickets – how about giving a Christmas Millionaire Maker ticket for £5 or a Cracking 

Christmas Scratchcard for £2?  

We look forward to seeing you all over the next few weeks.  We do our best to keep the queues to a 

minimum, but it does get busy sometimes, so please be patient.  As a reminder, the Post Office 

opening hours are: 

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm (4.30pm on a Wednesday), Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Happy Christmas! 

Steve Haines Subpostmaster 

Email: steve@unilake.co.uk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall Parish Council Meeting 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, not the responsibility of the Council, Coltishall Parish Council 

had to cancel, at very short notice, the meeting scheduled for 3
rd

 November 2003.  Therefore no 

Draft Minutes will be available for inclusion in the next issue of the Marlpit, although we shall be 

re-scheduling a meeting, which will be advertised in all the Parish Council notice boards. 

The following are items, which have been agreed by the full Parish Council: 

We have two new co-opted Parish Councillors – giving Coltishall Parish Council its full 11 

members. 

Mr William Harding  2 Church Road, Coltishall, NR12 7DJ  737721 

Mrs Cath Cushion  8 North Walsham Road, Coltishall, NR12 7HU 738660 

The address of the Clerk is 27 Station Road, Coltishall, NR12 7JG. 

Coltishall Parish Council has unanimously adopted the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

for the next year. 

The Council had to remove the swings from the playing field; we shall be looking into replacing 

these as soon as possible.  

Coltishall Parish Council would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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Extracts from the Draft Minutes of a Meeting 

Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council 
Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday, 12

th
 November 2003 

Pond: Following the clearance of the Old Reading Room Site which borders the pond on 

Frettenham Road and the erection of a fence by Mr P Smith, the adjoining landowner, it was agreed 

that Councillor Barry Benton, in conjunction with his fellow tree warden Mr Tony Codling, should 

draw up a Conservation Scheme for the whole site for approval in January.  It was agreed to write 

to Mr Smith to thank him for the work he had carried out, all at his expense.  The Public Liability 

insurance was being arranged but certain conditions are being laid down by the Insurers prohibiting 

fishing, swimming etc., ‘pond dipping’.  Regular maintenance to be carried out. 

Glebe Way Footpath Barriers: Following a letter from Wherry Housing, the Council agreed to 

the barriers being adjusted to allow easier access for wheelchairs and motorised buggies.  At the 

suggestion of Councillor Richard Gurney the situation with regards safety would be monitored and 

should the alterations appear to indicate any danger, then the Council would press for the barriers to 

be returned to their original position. 

Green Lane Parking: Following recommendation by the Norfolk Constabulary to the Highway 

Authority, the Council agreed to support the implementation of prohibitive parking near or on the 

junction with Norwich Road.  There will no doubt be a consultation period before ‘yellow lines’ are 

installed. 

Playing Field: One new goal net has been purchased and installed, but bearing in mind that the last 

one was stolen, parishioners are requested to keep a watchful eye. 

Tarmac Application: On Saturday 8
th

 November a Public Forum, relating to the Tarmac 

Application to extract minerals on the Norwich Road site, was well attended by six Parish 

Councillors, our County Councillor, Mr. Shaun Murphy and approx 60 parishioners. 

The County Council was represented by Mr R Cranthorne, Planning, and Mr D Higgins, Highways. 

Minutes were taken by the Parish Clerk, which, in due course, will be forwarded to the County 

Council Planning Officers and HM Inspector in Bristol responsible for any public inquiry.  

Residents are reminded that the Parish Council has already forwarded objections to County Hall. 

Speed Reactive 30 mph Sign: The reactive sign funded by Frimstone, who are excavating minerals 

adjoining Meyton Wood tip, has been installed near the Horstead Centre on the Buxton/Rectory 

Road, and is in full working order.  Councillor Allan Watts, who had pressed for many years for the 

installation of such a device has reported that there was a noticeable reduction in the speed of 

vehicles using Rectory Road. 

Mill: Following suggestions by the County Council, discussions are in hand to designate the 

Concessionary Path leading from the lock to Coltishall village to be dedicated a ‘Public Right of 

Way’.  This would not include the path running along the North of Coltishall Common.  

Advantages to the parish would be regular maintenance by the County Council, signing, and the 

protection, by law, and securing the path as an amenity for evermore. 
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Following concern raised by various parishioners regarding the quay heading running along the 

Mill Pool beach, Mr Michael Clarke has drawn up a new plan, which will include shallow steps and 

a safe area for toddlers to paddle.  This had been approved by the Broadland District Council 

planners. 

Two new seats would be placed on the re-constructed verge of the Mill Pool, one being purchased 

from the Mill Project Find, the other by Mr Michael North, in memory of his Wife, Christine. 

The construction of a slipway into the Mill Pool was  being given further consideration, after 

canoeists had pointed out certain risks factors, which might prohibit its installation. 

Leave Of Absence: Councillor and Vice-Chairman John Neville was granted Leave of Absence for 

six months due to work commitment.  The Council hoped he would return in due course and all 

expressed their appreciation for the many years of service he had given the Parish. 

Next Meeting: Parishioners are reminded that there is not a Parish Council meeting in December 

and the next meeting will be held, on 14
th

 January 2004. 

The Parish Council would like to wish all their Parishioners a Very Happy Christmas and 

Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Litter Picking – Horstead 

A Parishioner has suggested that a scheme, currently running in America, 

whereby families or individuals undertake to keep a stretch of road in the 

parish litter free, be adopted. 

Anyone interested in participating please contact me on the 01603 738804. 

Christine Roe 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute 

The Coltishall Village Hall was the venue for celebration of the group’s 80
th

birthday.  The evening started with a minute’s silence in remembrance of the 

wonderful life of Dorothy Girling. 

Visitors came from the WI’s of Wroxham and Hoveton, Woodbastwick, 

Spixworth, Salhouse and Cantley.  After a resounding singing of Jerusalem 

members and visitors loaded their plates with a fantastic supper provided by 

all the members.  Liquid refreshment in the form of excellent French wine 

was supplied by Margaret Waite. 

The entertainment was provided by Colin Thackery who sang many tunes from the shows with his 

beautiful tenor voice.  He was accompanied by David Kett on the keyboard.  There was plenty of 

opportunity for the ladies to sing along and also laugh at the saucy stories told by Colin.  Everyone 

had a wonderful evening and left with a piece of birthday cake cooked and beautifully decorated by 

Celia Abbs. 

The next meeting on Wednesday, 17
th

 December will be the Christmas Party & Entertainment.  

Come along with your husband or a friend; it will be another great night. 

Judi 
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The Royal British Legion 

Remembrance 

Branch activities on Remembrance Day began with a wreath laying 

ceremony at the Horstead War Memorial conducted by Nora Hall.  Last 

Post and Reveille were sounded by Songster Leader Michael Blackburn 

(Salvation Army). 

Wreaths were also laid at the Buxton War Memorial where the Last Post 

and Reveille where sounded by Philip Green.  This was followed by a 

service in Buxton Church which was attended by all the Youth 

organisations and the Women’s Institute who laid a wreath in the church. 

As usual there was a large congregation at the village Service of Remembrance in Coltishall 

Church.  This was conducted by the Reverend Chris Walter, assisted by Reverend Lorna Woods 

and Envoy Gillian Robinson-Brett (Salvation Army).  Among those attending were Wing 

Commander Connell, OC 54 Squadron RAF Coltishall, the Squadron Colour Party, Girl Guides and 

pupils from the local Primary School. 

Hymn singing was accompanied by Ginny Plunkett at the organ and the Mile Cross Salvation 

Army Band (Bandmaster Cohn Foster)who also contributed a musical item.  A Choral item was 

rendered by the Frettenham Singers. 

In his address Reverend Walter said that when he was watching the Royal British Legion’s Festival 

of Remembrance the previous evening he was reminded of two reasons why Remembrance Day 

must be carried on each year and not forgotten.  The first was that in every year since the end of the 

Second World War our Forces had been in action in the cause of freedom in every corner of the 

world.  The second reason was that among the War Widows Association parading at the Festival 

was a young lady who had been widowed only six months previously when her husband had been 

killed in Iraq bringing remembrance right up to date.  All this he continued meant additional calls 

on the caring work of the Legion. 

Last Post and Reveille were sounded by Songster Leader Bram Nurse, Mile Cross Salvation Army.  

The Roll of Honour was read by Pat Carter, the Exhortation was recited by Bob Jennings and the 

Kohima Epitaph by Charlie Smith.  Following the service the congregation, marshalled by the 

Police, proceeded to the War Memorial in the High Street where wreaths were laid on behalf of the 

Legion, the RAF, the Salvation Army and Coltishall Primary School. 

A goodly number of people gathered around the War Memorial on Tuesday 11
th

 November for a 

short service of remembrance led by Benjie Jordan during which the Two Minutes Silence was 

observed at 11 o’clock. 

Branch Annual General Meeting 

Due to sickness our Chairman, Bob Jennings, was unable to attend our AGM so the Silent Tribute 

and Exhortation were led by the vice-Chairman, Charlie Smith.  As he is resigning, the Treasurer, 

Capt. H B Moore, presented his last annual accounts and he was thanked for all the years he had 

carried out this duty. 

Our Service Secretary, Mrs Margaret Montgomery, reported that fruit boxes were delivered each 

month to members who were housebound.  These were delivered without any extra charge by Chris 

of Top of the Crop and a letter of thanks will be sent to him.  Christmas cards and gifts were 

delivered to our five adopted residents at Halsey House, Cromer, who also received visits and cards 
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and gifts on their birthdays.  Christmas cards and gifts were given to some elderly widows.  One 

member was receiving a quarterly allowance from the Legion and another a monthly allowance 

from his Regiment.  The meeting accorded warmest thanks to Margaret for the work she was 

carrying out on their behalf. 

Officers elected were:  President, Jack Campbell; Chairman, Bob Jennings; Vice-Chairman, Charlie 

Smith; Hon. Secretary, Benjie Jordan; Hon. Treasurer, Roger Burchall; Chaplain, Rev. Chris 

Walter; Service Secretary, Margaret Montgomery.  Our secretary was thanked for organising the 

Service of Remembrance and letters of thanks will be sent to all those who contributed to the 

service. 

Volunteer Needed. 

Our Standard Bearer, Eddie Watts, carried out his last duty as such, as he has moved to North 

Walsham, at the War Memorial on Tuesday 11
th

 November.  Our warmest thanks and best wishes 

are accorded to him for carrying out this duty through a number of years. 

This means we need a new Standard Bearer.  Unfortunately we have no one in the branch who 

could carry out this duty so we are appealing for a volunteer (lady or gentleman) to come forward 

and take up the post.  You do not have to be ex-Service.  The only qualifications are that you are 

over 18 and have a belief in the work of the Legion.  The Standard Bearer is called upon 

approximately 4 or 5 times a year.  Training will be arranged.  Contact Bob (738335), Benjie 

(738325) or Charlie (737544). 

As we do not meet in December our next branch meeting will be on Monday, 12
th

 January 2004 in 

the Church Room, Coltishall, at 7.30 pm. 

Our best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our members and to all readers of The 

Marlpit. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

American Line Dancing 

If you feel in need of some exercise after the Christmas and New Year 

festivities, Line Dancing is ‘Just what the doctor ordered’.  The health 

benefits of Line Dancing are widely known with the activity being 

recommended by the British Medical Council, the British Heart 

Foundation and local GP referral schemes. 

Now the most popular recreational activity after Bingo in the UK, Line 

Dancing is suitable for all ages and fitness levels.  Unlike many other 

forms of dance, Line Dancing does not require a partner and the age 

range in many classes spans three generations with grandchildren 

dancing alongside their grandparents. 

Classes start in the New Year on Tuesday, 6
th

 January at the Tithe Barn, Rectory Road, Horstead.  

The beginners section starts at 7.00 pm and total newcomers to Line Dancing are advised to join the 

Beginners section early in the year when dances are broken down step by step and slow tuition is 

given.  More challenging dances are taught from 8 pm onwards and the evening finishes at about 

9 pm.  The cost is £3 per evening and there is no need to book - just turn up on the night bringing a 

comfortable pair of shoes and a sense of humour. 

Ann Godfrey (01603 898867) 

Stetson Stars American Line Dancing 
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Coltishall Community Association 

In preparation for the AGM I have been mulling over the events and 

my experience of the last 12 months since I was landed with the role of 

Acting Chairman of the CCA.  This was in itself traumatic enough, 

given the circumstances, but I had no idea what would lie in store.  I 

have been disappointed at the apparent lack of knowledge of and 

interest in the CCA and what it stands for - yes it is a Community 

Association!  Where is the community spirit? 

I have been appalled at the antagonism bordering at times on hostility, on both sides, between the 

CCA and its subsidiary the Sports and the Social Club, some of which undoubtedly arises from a 

lack of understanding of their respective roles envisaged by their founders.  I was certainly not 

prepared for the lack of any proper organisational or administrative management structure or, for 

that matter the people to run a charitable organisation set up for the benefit of the inhabitants of 

Coltishall and the surrounding area. 

The Parish Council has in recent years delegated total responsibility for the management and day to 

day running of the two playing fields in addition to that of the Village Centre which includes the 

Village Hall and Social Club.  This is an onerous task requiring time commitment and knowledge, 

all of which are sadly lacking, as are people interested in helping.  This is a gloomy picture but, I 

believe, a fair one and I certainly do not wish to discount the efforts of the affiliated clubs and 

organisations using the Village Centre who have succeeded, largely as a result of their own efforts. 

The CCA is a registered charity and every member of its management committee are trustees of the 

charity.  This role brings with it duties and responsibilities. There are set standards expected of all 

charities and it seems to me that the CCA does not measure up to these requirements in a number of 

respects and therefore does not attract the public confidence and support required.  How can we 

improve this situation?  First we, all trustees and members, must understand and recognise that 

improvement is necessary.  Everyone involved should have the opportunity to express their views.  

In my opinion, with the experience of the last 12 months and having studied the requirements of the 

Charity Commission and taken legal advice the CCA (the charity) should: 

1. Set up a clear management structure.  The attached diagram shows what I have in mind. 

2. Revise the governing document, the constitution (last amended in 1986) to bring it up to date 

with the law relating to charities and 1. above.  These changes need not be extensive and I have 

a model document which could be amended to suit our requirements. 

3. Deal with the relationship between the CCA and Social Club which at present is ambiguous.  

The Charity Commission is quite clear in its recommendation on the question of trading in the 

sale of liquor.  The legal and administrative separation of the bar from the charity must be 

absolutely clear.  Having taken legal advice, this can be best achieved (from the view of the 

charity whose interest must be the principal concern of the trustees) by setting up a subsidiary 

trading company owned by the charity to run the bar operation.  Any shares in the trading 

company would be owned by the charity and the board of directors of the trading company 

would have a majority appointed by the charity. 

This arrangement enables the trustees to: 

a. separate the business from the charity, so that if the business fails, the charity’s assets are 

protected. 

b. ensure that the bar is conducted in the economic interests of the charity. 

c. invest in the trading company in certain circumstances. i.e. it is commercially sound. 

d. arrange for the profit of the business to be passed to the charity in the most tax efficient way 

(under the Gift Aid Scheme). 
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These proposals were accepted at the CCA and SC Management Committee at their meeting on 

Tuesday, 18
th

 November 2003.  The details will now be worked up by a small sub-committee for 

presentation to the AGM of the CCA to be held on: 

Tuesday, 20
th

 January 2004, 7.30 pm 

Church Room, Rectory Road 

Make a note in your new 2004 diary! 

For these new proposals to work we desperately need enthusiastic volunteers from all sections of 

the community especially those with an Interest in committee work and particularly those with a 

business, legal or accounting background. Support your Community Association.  Please contact 

me on 737892 if you are interested. 

Ray Thompson 

Acting Chairman 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Health 

This month’s talk is on Friday 5
th

 December at 7.00 pm and is titled 

‘Hormonal Imbalance’.  Its aim is to look at how using homeopathy and 

acupuncture can help people with acne, menstrual irregularities, 

pregnancy / infertility and menopausal symptoms. 

On Friday 2
nd

 January at 7.00 pm we will be talking about ‘Detox & 

Healthy Living’!  We will be offering free homeopathic detox remedies 

and acupuncture treatment on the night.  Reflexology taster sessions will 

also be available and the hypnotherapist will be there to discuss, amongst 

other things, how he helps people to give up smoking and aid weight 

loss. 

Anyone is welcome to come along.  Both talks will be held at the practice in Coltishall.  

Refreshments will be served.  If you would like to know any more please call Harriet on 01603 

738553. 

Coltishall Community 

Association 

A Registered Charity 

Management Committee of the Coltishall 

Centre, Village Hall and Social Club. 

(Trustees of Charity) 

Upholding of Charity’s Aims &Objects 

Letting of Hall 

Maintenance of Buildings and Fields 

Social Functions 

Coltishall 

Parish Council 

(Owners of 

Freehold) 

Members and Affiliated 

Clubs & Organisations 

(subs) 

Trading Company to run bar. 

Wholly owned subsidiary of 

CCA who appoint the majority

of Directors. 

All profits gift aided to CCA 

This proposed structure will enable the CCA to comply with the Charity Commissioners 

recommendations concerning the sale of alcohol on charity premises, (ie that it is administratively 

separate). 
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THE JUBILEE PLAYERS

I love it when a plan comes together!  A potential pantomime piano player has finally been found, 

thanks to those in Marlpit land who contacted me.  A willing volunteer is ready to take on the 

mantle of Musical Director and the Jubilee Players are extremely grateful and look forward to 

working with him. 

But working with him on what exactly?  Well, that is also beginning to take shape, the pantomime 

this year will be Babes in the Wood by Bob Heather and Roger Lamb.  Neil Phillips is directing 

and will be holding the auditions this week.  So things are finally moving, mind you I have to 

admit, it has been nice having a bit of a break and being able to watch a bit of television, something 

I don’t normally have much time to do. 

Back to Babes in the Wood, before I start talking about Channel 4’s Wife Swap or something else 

boring like that.  It is a very funny pantomime full of silly jokes and great characters.  And, of 

course, full of that most important ingredient, audience participation.  Mrs Piper is an owner of a 

pie shop in Nottingham.  Her son, Tom, (need to remember your nursery rhymes here) gets himself 

and his mother into a lot of trouble when he steals the Sheriff of Nottingham’s prize pig.  When the 

Sheriff discovers this heinous crime, he closes the pie shop and forces Tom and his Mother to move 

to the castle.  Once there, they have to look after the Sheriff’s niece and nephew.  Sadie and 

Simon’s father (the Sheriff’s late brother) fostered his children to the Sheriff in his will.  Already I 

am beginning to think that this man has made a big mistake.  I am sure that no good will come of it! 

Sure enough, my prediction comes true, because the Sheriff discovers that he will inherit his 

brother’s fortune should anything happen to the two children.  He enlists the help of his two dopy 

deputies Doo-Dah and Day to get rid of the twins.  It is a good job that Sadie and Simon live in 

Nottingham, because Robin Hood, Friar Tuck, Little John, Will Scarlett and, of course, Maid 

Marion all rush to the rescue, helped, or should that be hindered, by Mrs Piper and her son, Tom. 

All of the characters are great fun and the script is hilarious and I am positive that this year’s 

pantomime will be a huge success.  The pantomime will take place from Wednesday 

18
th

 February 2004 to  Saturday 21
st
 February 2004, with the usual two performances on Friday and 

Saturday.  So for those of you with next year’s diary already, please add it to the list of things to do 

during the first half term week of the New Year.  Tickets for the pantomime will go on sale on 

Saturday 24
th

 January at 1pm - 2pm at the Tithe Barn, then after that they will be available from 

Margot Miller, Bure View, Mill Road, Horstead, telephone number (01603) 737176. 

Jayne Downing 

( 01603 736450   � jayne@tinkies.freeserve.co.uk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Playgroup 

Wroxham and Hoveton Nursery Playgroup is held at Broadland Youth and Community Centre on 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays for children aged 2 years from 9.30 - 12 noon.  We run an 

extended session where children over the age of 3 bring a packed lunch on Mondays and Thursdays 

and stay until1.00 pm.  We are a registered charity and Ofstead inspected.  All staff are very 

qualified and experienced and we run a happy and fulfilling playgroup for children.  Funding is 

available for children from the term following their 3
rd

 birthday. 

Please contact Liesl on (01603) 781507 for further information. 
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Wroxham Flower Club 

The Church Hall, Wroxham 

Wednesday, 10
th

 December 

Start 7.30 pm 

Tonight the demonstrator will be Christine Picton from Norwich and 

the title of her demonstration will be ‘So This is Christmas’. 

The sales table will have lots of interesting Christmas flower arranging 

items at reasonable prices.  A glass of mulled wine and a mince pie 

will be served. 

Visitors are welcome for a charge of £4.50.  New members who wish to join are always welcome, 

you do not have to be a flower arranger.  Please telephone 01603 783677 for more details. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

News From The Bell Tower 

The Annual General Meeting of the Northern Branch of ringers was held in the 

Church Hall at Hethersett on 8
th

 November 2003. 

Roger Broadest, the secretary of the Northern Branch, will produce a full 

account of the proceedings at a later date, but I thought you may be interested 

to hear of one or two points raised. 

It was reported that the Northern Branch were way up in the results of the various ringing 

competitions which was very nice to hear, and I know each year we tentatively talk about entering, 

but maybe the time has come to take the ‘Bull by the Horns’ and next year enter one of the ringing 

competitions.  Why not?  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.  The Striking Competition is to be held 

on the last Saturday in September 2004, so don't all leave the country! 

Next year one of our practice meetings will be held at Holt, this being the December one, and it was 

thought a good idea to hold it at the same time as the Holt carol service and the switching on of the 

Christmas lights etc., which is quite an event there.  Most shops stay open and there is much eating 

of mince pies, sausage rolls and the odd tipple, but I'm not sure how much practising would be 

done! 

It was proposed to have a Northern Branch website and exchange information with the other 

branches, it certainly would be very interesting to hear about all the activities going on in other 

parts of the country.  As with all these things, it takes a lot of time and effort to set up in the first 

instance, so it will be put to the Branch Committee to discuss more fully. 

There are now 240 members of the Northern Branch and all the Coltishall ringers are members. 

Last but by no means least, we had some very favourable comments on the ringing of the muffled 

bells for the Remembrance Service, it really did go well and we were all very pleased to have been 

able to take part on such an occasion. 

Audrey Weston 

Secretary 
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Coltishall Jags Under 8 Football Team 

On Sunday 2
nd

 November we played two friendlies -v- Worstead U8's at Worstead and drew 1 - 1 

and won 5 - 0.  Goal scorers were George Pennington (4), Gus Getley and Joe McGuire.  It was a 

wet and very cold day and thanks go to the players and the spectators for braving the elements. 

On Saturday 8
th

 November we played two league matches.  Against East 

Coast Warriors (Sheringham) we recorded our first win 1 - 0 with 

George Pennington scoring.  This was an excellent and determined 

effort against a very good team. 

Our second game against an even stronger side, Norwich United 'A', 

resulted in a 4 - 1 defeat but this score flattered the opposition in what 

was a keenly contested game.  There were excellent performances in 

both games from Charlie Shepherd in goal, Harvey Margzewski-

Newman in defence and Daniel Murphy in mid-field and George 

Pennington who scored a goal in both games.  Our younger players 

continue to gain useful experience against older opposition. 

In true football tradition it is fair to say that the manager was 'over the moon' with our first league 

win. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

January 

Help to preserve your planet – make a New Year’s Resolution to recycle anything recyclable.  Start 

with your Christmas cards – and the tree! 

The Eco-Warrior

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

9, Hellesdon Park Road, Norwich, NR6 5DR 

Training Courses for All Ages & Abilities 

♦ Business Courses 

♦ Computer Courses (IT) 

♦ Modern Apprenticeships 

♦ Customer Care 

♦ Art and Crafts 

♦ Equestrian 

♦ Chartered Management 

♦ Princes Trust Programmes 

For more information, call us on: 0800 3891113 or (01603) 788950
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Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club 

December 2003 

Caister Lifeboat:  On Tuesday 11
th

 October Derek George gave a super talk 

about this independent lifeboat; unlike the RNLI, Caister raise all of their 

own funding.  Their present fund raising initiative was launched to purchase a 

new boat while the old one still needs £2,000 a week to keep it and the 

organisation afloat.  The Caister Lifeboat was pleased therefore to accept a 

cheque for that amount from our President Lion Mike Barker. 

Sea Palling Lifeboat:  Before the next edition of the Marlpit we hope to have a similar presentation 

by Sea Palling volunteer life boat who are also raising money to replace their ageing inshore boat, 

The Leo, which was named after the Lions Leo Club, who raised most of the money for that appeal.  

We hope to be able to help them as well. 

Lions at Christmas:  We will be providing some £2,000 again for; East Anglia's Children's 

Hospices - Quidenham; the money pays for a Christmas present to the children.  The Broads Hotel 

and Hotel Wroxham will have our Presents appeal for needy children under their Christmas trees.  

We are also paying for Christmas Dinners for St Martin's Housing Trust, building a better life for 

homeless people in Norwich, The Norwich Night Shelter, we also donate to them all of the 

Tombola prize stock which is left over from our summer kiosk appeal.  There will be a bucket rattle 

to carols under the tree in the Precinct at Hoveton, Saturday and Sunday before Christmas– please 

come along and exchange Christmas greetings. 

£100 Monthly Draw:  One Saturday afternoon two very polite young girls brought delivery after 

delivery of boxes and bags from the house their grandparents lived in and for every visit a new 

charity was chosen for the draw.  Luckily one of those tickets was subsequently drawn so £100 will 

be sent to 2
nd

 Hellesdon Scouts thanks to Charlotte and Sophie Page ages 11 and 8. 

Thank you all for your support in 2003 – We Wish you a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy 2004 

Ordinary People doing Amazing things. 

The Lions Shop 

01603 783737 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Night Flying 

Listed below is the proposed Jaguar night flying programme.  All 

flying activities will be completed by 2330hrs, unless otherwise 

published. 

1
st
 – 4

th
 December 8

th
 – 11

th
 December  

5
th

 – 8
th

 January 11
th

 - 14
th

 January 26
th

 – 29
th

 January 

Please note these are proposed dates and may alter for Operational reasons.  Any changes will be 

promulgated as early as possible. 

If you like to be kept informed of Night Flying Activities via e-mail, please advise the Community 

Relations Officer at cro.coltishall@connectfree.co.uk and we will add you to our mailing list. 
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Coltishall and Horstead 

Pre-School Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 6th December 

2.00 - 4.00pm 

Coltishall Village Hall 
 

20p Admission, Children Free 
 

Cakes, Tombola, Craft, Lucky Dip, Facepaints, Raffle Refreshments 

and lots more 

All Welcome 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall Playing Field Bowls Club 
 

Bingo 
 

Coltishall Village Hall 
Saturday 6th December 2003 

7.30 pm 
 

25p on the Door 
 

Raffle – Bar Open 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Follow the Yellow Brick Road to Horning Village Hall and join Dorothy and Toto on 

their adventure to the magical land of Oz.  Wonderful family entertainment. 
 

Performed at Horning Village Hall from Thursday 15th January to Saturday 17th 

January  at 7.30pm and Sunday 18th January at 2.30pm.  Doors open 30 minutes 

before each performance. Full wheelchair facilities are available. 
 

Tickets are priced £4.50 and £3.50 concessions for all performances and are 

available from Ralph’s Newsagents, Lower street, Horning or by telephoning 01692 

631436 or 01603 782846 and from members of the cast. 
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Commercial Advertisers 

For Rates and Information Please Contact 

The Marlpit 

Any Editor 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Wanted 
For The Marlpit 

Staplers/Collators 
& 

Deliverers 
 

Interested?  Then please ring any Editor!! 
 

Without all the people working behind the scenes 
The Marlpit could not be published!!! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall Parish Council 

Allotment Plots 

Available to rent for this coming Season 

If anyone is interested could they please contact 

Mrs R Thrussell - ( 01603 737644 

Dogs are not allowed on the allotment land including 

the area laid down to grass and the Apple Orchard 

No dumping of rubbish on any of the allotment area 

Allotment site bonfires - please be considerate to the people who live nearby 

The Council wish to remind property owners that it is their responsibility 

to cut back any vegetation (trees, hedges or nettles) that overgrows footpaths 


