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Village Diary 
August 2003 

Saturday 2
nd

 2 pm The Mill House Nursing Home, Mill Road, Horstead, Garden Party 

Saturday 2
nd

 - Sunday 10
th

 Frettenham Festival Week 

Tuesday 5
th

 9.30 - 11.30 Salvation Army, Mini-Market with Light Refreshments 

   

Saturday, 9
th

 2.00 – 4.00 Jumble Sale, Coltishall Church Rooms, In Aid of Faith Animal 

Rescue, Hickling 

Saturday 9
th

 10.00 – 4.00 Great Hautbois House, Family Fun Day 

Thursday, 14
th

 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning, ‘The Forge’, Norwich Road 

Tuesday 19
th

 9.30 - 11.30 Salvation Army, Mini-Market with Light Refreshments 

Wednesday 20
th

 2.30 - 5.00 Coltishall & Horstead Women’s Institute, Garden Party, 7 Church 

Close, Coltishall 

Thursday 21
st
 2 pm The Friends of Coltishall Church, Sale of Cakes, Biscuits, Marmalade 

& Jams, Coltishall Common 

September 2003 

Monday 1
st
 7.30 pm Coltishall, Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Tuesday 2
nd

 9.30 - 11.30 Salvation Army, Mini-Market with Light Refreshments 

Monday 8
th

 7 pm The Salvation Army, Harvest Supper & Auction of Produce 

Monday 8
th

 7.30 pm Royal British Legion, Meeting, Church Room, Coltishall 

Tuesday 16
th

 9.30 - 11.30 Salvation Army, Mini-Market with Light Refreshments 

Wednesday 17
th

 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors’ Meeting 

Wednesday 17
th

 7.30 pm Coltishall & Horstead Women’s Institute, Church Room, Coltishall, 

The Broadland Photographers, Mr Peter Salt 

Thursday 18
th

 2 pm The Friends of Coltishall Church, Sale of Cakes, Biscuits, Marmalade 

& Jams, Coltishall Common 

Friday 26
th

 9.00 - 12.00 McMillan Cancer Relief, Coffee Morning, White House Farm, Buxton 

Road, Horstead 

Saturday 27
th

 12 noon Scottow Folk Day, The Three Horseshoes, Scottow 

   

Front Cover Picture 

Summer Dreaming 

From The Editors 
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You would have thought that with the explosion at the London Tavern, Coltishall had had its share 

of publicity for a while.  Not so, the relative peace of Coltishall was recently disturbed by the wail 

of police sirens and the chatter of a police helicopter hovering overhead.  The reason being that a 

vigilant mum had spotted a man brandishing a gun near to Coltishall Primary School shortly before 

the children finished for the day.  She informed Chris Jones, the Headmaster, who then contacted 

the police.  Children were kept in their classrooms after school along with the parents who were 

there to collect them.  The man was eventually caught by the police in possession of what proved to 

be a replica gun and he has been detained.  It would seem that he had a history of mental illness and 

will presumably be placed where he can do no harm to either others or himself. 

It appears as if we have our own last stand at the OK corral or in this case much bleating about the 

mulberry bush.  We have published both sides of the argument within this Marlpit together with a 

letter from the parent of a child who attends the nursery.  Basically the situation is that the 

Mulberry Bush Nursery, who for 11 years had previously enjoyed 1 hour to ‘set-up’ before the 

Nursery opened, recently had their set-up time reduced to ½ hour without explanation and have 

been told that if they want the extra ½ hour they will have to pay for it.  Given the amount of time 

that the Nursery doesn’t actually use the facility for which they have paid (School holidays, Jubilee 

Players sole use for 3 weeks), then the decision of the Tithe Barn Committee would seem harsh.  

Whilst it goes without saying that everybody appreciates the unpaid work done by the Tithe Barn 

Committee, as in the many other committees in the villages, time should always be made to 

reconsider a decision that may have not been entirely fair or in the overall interests of the villages 

for whom the Tithe Barn is there to provide a facility for activities, such as a nursery.  Let us hope 

there can be some agreement and that a settlement can be achieved. 

There have been suggestions that if a skateboard park was to be provided in the village that it 

would be sited on the existing grass tennis courts.  Whilst we would welcome an additional facility 

for youth in the area it would seem quite silly to provide it at the expense of another facility. 

On the subject of youth activities, the Marlpit Editors are considering instigating and supporting a 

separate Junior Marlpit magazine to be prepared and run by young people for young people with as 

little adult supervision as necessary.  Is there any interest in such a scheme?  It so contact any 

editor. 

Finally, where space permits we will generally publish extracts from the draft Parish Council 

minutes for either Parish.  If any Marlpit reader considers that they are in anyway disadvantaged 

by, what might of necessity or choice be limited publication of these minutes, then we would point 

out that these meetings are open to the public to attend and have a personal opportunity to see local 

democracy at work. 
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The Website 
http://www.themarlpit.com 

Last month’s number of visitors was 2,530, an international mix of visitors. 

NEW – You can chat online with one of the Marlpit team.  We are always 

looking for feedback to improve the website.  So, please don’t hesitate to 

email your comments to us at website@themarlpit.com. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the website please email us at 

website@themarlpit.com. 

Broadband Update 
http://www.themarlpit.com/Broadband 

We had 15 people pre-registered last month bringing the total pre-registrations to 116.  We still 

need more!!  We will be receiving Campaign material from BT at the beginning of August.  

Hopefully, this will help us obtain registrations from those people that are either too busy to 

register, have better things to do with their 5 minutes or simply need more of a push! 

We Still Need More 

The easiest and fastest way to pre-register is by calling BT Broadband on 0800 800 060. 

Please note that they are an Internet Service Provider and there are various other providers out 

there, but the main aim is to make this as easy as possible.  That’s why I’m providing only one 

number.  You can get a full list of service providers by following the link from our site. 

Please don’t think ‘I’ll do this’ and then forget.  It only takes 5 minutes to register and it’s a free 

number, so please just phone and register. 

Let’s get Broadband here.  Many villages around us have it already. 

One thing that I haven’t mentioned before is the fact that if you pre register you are not obliged or 

forced to have Broadband.  The reason I have not mentioned this is because I wanted people to sign 

up if they really do want Broadband as they will be contacted by BT when we are considered for 

Broadband and asked if they will sign up to Broadband.  The total from this is what will determine 

whether we get it or not.

Ronnie 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

We are still looking for volunteers to cover two of Peter Bates routes from 

September.  If anyone can spare a couple of hours once a month, we'd be able 

to ensure the continued delivery of the Marlpit to these areas. 

• Unstapled copies to staplers in Largate and Horstead 

• Copies of the magazine for delivery to Largate, Island Garage, 

Coltishall Primary School, Londis, Coltishall Cabs, Horstead Centre and 

the Church - or even a few of these would help. 

If you feel you can help, please call me. 

Andrea 

738191 or andrea@themarlpit.com 



9

Dear Sir/Madam 

We are referring to a letter dated 27 April 2003 from the Horstead Tithe Barn Community 

Association concerning admittance to the Tithe Barn at 8.30am. 

For the last 2 weeks we have attempted to set up each morning within the new restricted time limit 

of ½ hour rather than the hour available previously.  Within the 30 minutes we have to set up tables 

and chairs; posters, displays and 2 rolls of carpet; dolls and pushchairs; books; ride on toys; 

climbing frame; cars, car mat and garage; train set; play food; home corner and craft activities to 

name just a few.  As you can imagine this cannot be achieved within the 30 minute time limit as the 

climbing frame alone takes 2 people 15 minutes.  Then we need to plan and organise activities for 

the morning. 

As we are finding it difficult to set up the nursery up by 9am parents are concerned because they 

are unable to settle their children in a relaxed manner before nursery starts.  Also parents going on 

to work from nursery are now being delayed. 

For the last 11 years we have been allowed to set up from 8am but as per a letter dated 8 April 2003 

this has been changed to 8.30am and we are unsure why.  Other hirers such as the badminton, line 

dancing and short mat bowls clubs only have a minimal amount of equipment to be set up which is 

easily achievable within ½ hour. 

At present we are hiring the hall regularly on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.  

The cost of this is £2,496 per annum which equates to £208 per month.  This is payable every 

month even through all the school holidays and the 3 weeks that the Jubilee Players have sole use 

of the Barn.  Therefore, the cost to us per morning is £13. 

We acknowledge the need to charge a rent of £2,496 for the running costs of the Tithe Barn.  This 

is why we made a proposal to Glen Gould to increase our cost per morning session to £16 allowing 

us to hire the Barn from 8am but pay term time only.  There is no loss of revenue to the Tithe Barn.  

Potentially this allows extra hire of the Barn during the school holidays (e.g. for birthday parties) 

creating extra income and benefits the community as well.  We felt this was a very fair proposal but 

a letter dated 27 April 2003 made no reference to this suggestion.  The nursery is prepared to meet 

the increased cost of £16 per session when in use.  However, we do not have sufficient funds to 

cover the increased cost during the school holidays as well. 

Therefore, we felt it necessary to contact Veronica Savage at the Norfolk Rural Community 

Council to discuss the matter further.  She also felt our proposal was extremely fair and should 

amicably resolve the concerns on either side.  Veronica also stated that she did not know of any 

other village hall that made charges to playgroups and nurseries during school holiday periods.  She 

has requested that a copy of this letter be sent to her, which we will arrange to do. 

A further suggestion was made by Veronica Savage to negotiate a different contract when the 

current one expires.  We can find no reference in the contract stating a set up time of ½ hour in fact 

there is no set up time mentioned at all.  We should also like to stress that no heating is required 

before 8.30am each morning should this be a source of concern (as stated in the letter dated 

8 April 2003). 

It would be a great loss to the community and children of the village if the nursery was forced to 

close over an issue which hopefully can be easily resolved. 

Sarah Softley 

Mulberry Bush Nursery 
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From the Chairman for the Tithe Barn 

In view of recent events between the Tithe Barn Committee and the Mulberry Bush nursery we 

would like to point out that the nursery fees have not been increased.  The Terms and Conditions of 

hire state that all regular hirers get ½ hour free set up time and ½ hour clear up time.  However, the 

nursery requires a further ½ hour to set up which they have to pay for as would any other hirer. 

Five other regular hirers have agreed to their contract.  However, the nursery has now decided (6 

months into new contract) that they do not agree with their contract. 

The hiring cost to regular users is £13 per 3 hour session and they pay for 48 weeks to ensure their 

bookings.  This includes full use of the Barn and storage facilities. 

The Tithe Barn Committee cannot give any concessions to private businesses or anybody else. 

If the Tithe Barn does not meet its expenditure there will be no Tithe Barn, let alone nursery. 

Glen Gould 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

From the Mulberry Bush Nursery 

Dear Parents 

With reference to my previous letter I stated that the Tithe Barn Committee were no longer 

allowing nursery staff to enter the building until 8.30 in the morning. 

Staff do need to be in at 8.00 in the morning to ensure all the equipment is safely set up and ready 

for the children’s arrival at 9.00am to meet with Ofsted and Health and Safety Regulations.  This 

definitely cannot be achieved within the ½ hour now allowed. 

I have sent letters and met with the Tithe Barn Committee to try and resolve this problem.  The 

Tithe Barn Committee will only allow us to enter the building at 8.00 in the morning at an extra 

cost of £384 per annum.  The nursery cannot cover this extra cost as we have also been informed 

that there will be a further rent increase in January as well. 

I have proposed an alternative suggestion to the Tithe Barn Committee whereby I hired the hall 

term time only (at present I pay for school holidays as well) and increase the rent per morning to 

accommodate the cost of the extra ½ hour.  This enabled the rent to stay exactly the same per 

annum and allowed the Tithe Barn to hire the hall out during the school holidays as well.  However, 

this suggestion was extremely unacceptable to the Tithe Barn Committee. 

Regretfully, I am now left with no option but to close the nursery at the end of this half term.  

Running the nursery over the last 11 years has been a challenging and rewarding experience filled 

with many happy memories both for myself and staff members. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you all very sincerely for your kindness and 

support over the years. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Softley 
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Dear Committee Members 

I am writing to ask that you consider again your decision to raise the charge for the hire of the Tithe 

Barn for the Mulberry Bush Nursery.  I know that costs have to be covered and that you have to run 

the Tithe Barn on a sound financial footing.  I would ask that you make an exception in the case of 

the Mulberry Bush Nursery because of the service that it provides for the local community. 

As you may know, the local nurseries in Horstead and Coltishall provide the first part of the 

Foundation Stage for children.  The second part of the Foundation Stage is provided in the 

Reception Class in school.  This, as the name suggests, is the foundation of the children’s learning 

and represents a vital element of children’s education.  It is the foundation upon which primary 

school and, later, high school builds. 

There is only one local authority nursery in the whole of the Broadland Cluster area, which is 

totally inadequate for the number of children of pre-school age in the local villages.  We rely on 

people like Sarah Softley to provide good, high quality nursery provision in the local community. 

I hope you will reconsider your decision. 

Chris Jones 

Headteacher 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Dear Tithe Barn Committee 

We were very upset about the news that Mulberry Bush Nursery will be closing at the end of this 

term.  We have found that Sarah Softley and her team run an excellent service for the local 

community of families.  Our daughter has been there for a year now, and they have been a great 

help and support as she has severe learning difficulties.  This causes extra paperwork and meetings, 

visits and liaison with other people and organisations involved with Annabel’s care, but nothing has 

been too much trouble.  Our younger son has just started and is getting integrated.  We are very 

unhappy that after all the effort to get support workers in place and the children settled that we are 

all going to have to go through it all again. 

We do not know the background to Tithe Barn, and whether it is run as a trust, or whether it has 

any constraints to be of any value to the community or whether it should be run solely on a 

commercial basis.  Business logic does indicate that a playgroup is one of the most likely uses for a 

regular consistent income, and that one of the size that Sarah runs is about right.  The rent does 

seem high in comparison to other village halls etc.  It does seem doubtful that other commercial 

uses would be suitable but maybe the committee knows better.  There are certainly no better uses to 

be of benefit to the local community.  The information available to us, from a callous business 

perspective, would point to the most sensible and logical plan being to increase income, without 

jeopardising your regular cash flow, by offering Sarah a 5 morning a week contract for term time 

only.  This at a stroke would increase your income by 25% and still mean you have a potential 

additional 44% income from holiday bookings, and all this without anyone paying more than they 

are in effect paying at present.  Of course if the committee is intended to have a social conscience 

then you would do all you could to help the community and I doubt this issue would ever have 

arisen in the first place. 

We trust that you will reconsider your decision to force the nursery to close, and at the very least 

you will reply, demonstrating clearly your reasons and logic, so that even if we may not agree then 

at least we could understand your good intentions and begin to heal the deep hurt that has been 

caused to us and many other members of the community, so that the Tithe Barn can look forward to 

a successful and prosperous future, not ongoing bitter feelings and antagonism from local residents. 

Matthew & Sarah Hall 
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Growing Up With Ben 

If you read last month’s article you will appreciate that organisation 

and discipline are strong points in Coltishall Primary School 

administration. 

How would this apply to School Sports Day?  The answer is in much 

the same way as the school deals with the morning arrival at school.  

Sports Day spans only 1 hour from 2 to 3 pm.  How can you have a 

sports day that only lasts one hour? I hear you ask.  The answer is you 

have a plan, one that has clearly developed and proved workable over 

the years.  The sports are divided into two separate groups Reception, 

Y1, Y2 and Y 3 - Y6. 

Y3 - Y6 carry out their races on a marked out running track and I cannot comment on the races 

themselves as I was watching the younger children.  Judging from the noise and excitement being 

generated it must have been fun. 

Reception - Y2 have five events and five sets of children who, on the sound of a teacher’s whistle, 

move from event to event, as do their spectator parents.  The results are recorded in a flurry of 

clipboards and winning stickers. 

Parents who have children in both age groups get more exercise than most whilst running between 

the two separate groups. 

Results are declared, there is much cheering and a cup is awarded.  Somehow the spirit of 

competition is upheld without the losers being too disappointed.  There is genuine joy in simply 

taking part.  For striking that balance the school is to be commended. 

I cannot let this article go without commenting on the excellent artistic creations made by the 

children that surrounded the new play area.  Somehow plastic bottles, coloured paper, sticky tape 

etc had been miraculously turned into a 6 foot high dragon, an ostrich and other wonderful and 

colourful creations.  They were admired and enjoyed by many at the Sports Day. 

M D 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Dear Sir 

I wish to complain.  I am an eight and a half stone, six foot male with a size 28-inch waist! 

I’m so thin I have to run round in the shower to get wet.  I would desperately like to 

put on weight, and recently saw advertised a Wednesday morning club at the local 

church rooms, which caters for people in my condition!  Imagine how pleased I was 

when on my first visit I was surrounded by people more than three times my size, 

queuing to get in.  Fantastic I thought, whatever it is they do at this club, it has worked 

for these people. 

Turning to a 24 stone lady on my left I enquired, ‘Debbi, were you ever eight stone 

like me?’ 

The Dentist said it will take several weeks to fix my jaw, my nose will be permanently 

crooked, and my remaining teeth will always rattle.  The trauma from this unprovoked 

assault has left me with chronic flatulence and constant diarrhoea.  I am now fed by a 

tube and weigh only seven stone!  On a recent trip to the Londis shop a Sanders coach blew me 

down a storm drain!  I may never recover. 

Ivor Smallun  Atlantic View, Coltishall
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News From The Post Office 

Following on from last months article, online banking is now available for Lloyds TSB customers 

as well as Barclays and Alliance and Leicester.  That means you can draw out cash at the Post 

Office using your cash card and PIN.  Of course for all of these banks (and Co-op, Smile and 

Cahoot) you can still draw cash using a cheque and pay in cash and cheques. 

We’ve noticed an increase in recent months in people investing in 

Premium Bonds.  Premium Bonds have been considered a rather 

unfashionable investment for many years, but with the current low 

interest rates, most savings schemes can only offer very poor returns.  

Although Premium Bonds are something of a gamble, all you are 

risking is the interest – the capital is safe and can be withdrawn at any 

time.  Around £36.5m of prizes are paid out every month, including 

the £1million jackpot, ranging down to over 600,000 payments of £50.  

The minimum investment is £100 with the maximum now £30,000.  

Full details are available in the Post Office. 

Incidentally, if you have some old Premium Bonds lying at the back of a drawer and want to check 

if they have won any prizes you can find out online at www.nsandi.com. 

On a completely different subject I have recently been able to obtain a supply of wine for the shop 

from the Torres winery in Spain.  A few years ago I was fortunate enough to have been able to visit 

the winery, which is close to Barcelona.  After a fine lunch at a nearby restaurant (samples of the 

local wines included) we took a tour of the facility, and it was most impressive.  Many people do 

not have a high opinion of Spanish wines, or think the only Spanish wine is Rioja.  Torres have 

proved this completely wrong.  By applying the best of new world modern wine making techniques 

and strict quality control to traditional Spanish grape varieties, they have produced excellent and 

consistent wines that are a good deal more interesting than many of the ‘standard’ Cabernets, 

Merlots and Shiraz wines around.  At present I have two of their red wines (Sangre de Toro and 

Coronas) and one white, Vina Sol.  I am also trying to get hold of some Gran Coronas – a first class 

red wine (in my humble opinion!) which is aged in oak barrels.  All are well worth a try if you are 

feeling adventurous. 

Steve Haines Subpostmaster 

Email: steve@unilake.co.uk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Rubbish 

Coltishall Parish Council has a Community Skip coming the last weekend in 

August.  It will be on the allotment site by Chapel Lane. 

Please do not place excess refuse next to the skip.  Please place all recyclables 

in the nearest recycling bank 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Jumble Sale 

Saturday, 9
th

 August 2003  - 2 pm ‘til 4 pm 

Coltishall Church Rooms 

Entry Fee 20p 

In Aid of Faith Animal Rescue, Hickling 

Jumble & bric brac required 

Please call Gloria Brown on 01603 738942 or bring to the Hall on the morning of the sale 
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Extracts from the Draft Minutes of a Meeting of Horstead Parish Council 
Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday, 9

th
 July 2003 

Police:  Sgt Kett, of Norfolk Constabulary, addressed the Council regarding recent problems in the 

village and the efforts of the police to counteract same.  Attention would be paid to the Mill area to 

combat the excessive noise and some rowdy behaviour which sometimes occurs at weekends.  To 

date, Horstead, in the context of reported crime, is a peaceful and law abiding community.  

Irresponsible parking on Norwich Road, in the Homers Terrace area, Rectory Road and Green Lane 

would be dealt with. 

Pond and Reading Room Site:  Correspondence had been received which now permitted the 

Parish Council to formally register the land in their name and that of the residents.  To prevent any 

mistakes, solicitors would be engaged to draw up the relevant documents. 

Low Flying Aircraft:  The Council still awaits the MOD report, but RAF Coltishall have now 

arranged to inform the Clerk when any low flying practice by the exhibition aircraft was to take 

place.  48 hours notice would be given so that the residents of Glebe Way might be informed.  

Notices will also be placed in the Parish Council Information Boards.  Mr Thurling of Glebe Way 

will act as Liaison Officer with the Council. 

Finance:  Repairs to the Green Lane Notice Board had cost the Council £32.56 for materials only, 

a disappointing consequence of silly behaviour by, perhaps, some of our younger residents. 

Plans:  The outline Randalls application was proceeding and was likely to be approved by 

Broadland District Council.  The drainage problem has been resolved following the discovery of a 

culvert running under the recreation ground into the water meadow dyke from the site. 

Mill:  It was agreed that the installation of car park barriers, to prevent use of the area at night, was 

impractical both from a physical and financial point of view.  It was hoped police attendance would 

improve the situation.  A letter would be sent to Highways seeking advice with regards to  traffic 

calming measures near the Mill and whether the 30mph area could be extended to Green Lane to 

give some protection to pedestrians around the Mill Pool. 

Playing Field:  The Council was concerned that there had been no response from parishioners 

during the consultation period regarding the replacement of the aerial runway.  Therefore, no action 

would be taken until at least the September meeting.  The Council also noted the financial 

implications of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 with regards the equipment currently 

installed when the Act comes into force in October 2004. 

Tithe Barn/Mulberry Nursery School:  The Chairman and Clerk had received a number of letters 

and telephone calls from parents with children attending the Nursery School whose closure, it was 

understood, was imminent.  The Chairman pointed out that the dispute between the proprietor of 

the Nursery School and the Tithe Barn Committee was a matter that could not fall within the terms 

of reference of a Parish Council.  The arrangement between the parties concerned was purely 

financial and not a matter for mediation by the Council, although it was felt by all members that it 

would be to the Community’s benefit if the dispute was resolved amicably and the Nursery 

continued. 
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Youth Challenge:  Mr Gowlett reported that this was continuing.  Meetings had been held between 

the Vicar, Councillors from Coltishall and Horstead, two volunteers and 15 to 20 youngsters.  

There were, however, difficulties in finding a suitable venue for the Club to meet. 

Glebe Way Housing:  Following concerns raised by a parishioner, the Council agreed to seek a 

meeting with Wherry Housing, Broadland District Council’s Housing Officer and Councillor 

Mallett with regards to the way the specially adapted bungalows and houses in Glebe Way were 

being allocated.  Mr Thurling would also attend in the capacity of Liaison Officer for the residents. 

All Residents / Parishioners are given an opportunity to raise concerns/matters at Council Meetings.  

It would ease the Clerk’s administrative burdens if anyone wishing to speak would contact 01603 

738804 within a reasonable time before the Meeting, detailing the subject matter etc. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Broadland District Council 

Local Plan 2004

Broadland District Council is currently preparing the Local Plan for the District, and some of you 

may know that a number of representations have been made proposing the inclusion of several sites 

within the civil parish of Coltishall. 

For your convenience I am listing the various sites.  The 

representations all suggest that these sites be added to the 

Development Boundary of the village for residential purposes.  The 

sites are: 

1. An area of land on the north side of the Bure Valley railway, 

between Rectory Road and North Walsham Road, for one 

house.  This site has been proposed for some time and several 

parishioners have already written in support.  Site No154/001/001. 

2. The triangular area of land immediately north of Site 1, between Rectory Road and North 

Walsham Road up to the Ling Way Crossing.  Site No 232/001/001. 

3. A small area of land in St John’s Close opposite the school.  Site No 186/001/002. 

4. An area of land just south of The Railway tavern on Station Road, currently used as a vehicle 

scrap yard.  Site No 131/002/003. 

5. A small area of land, between Holy Trinity Church and the new Guide building on the Hautbois 

Road, currently tree planted to the west and used as a car park for users of the church.  Site No 

186/001/001. 

Broadland District Council will welcome your views on any of the above sites.  They should be in 

writing, addressed to Mr Roger Burroughes, Planning Policy Manager, and sent to him not later 

than 27
th

 August. 

If you wish to inspect the plans, this may be done at Broadland, telephone 01603 431133 and ask 

for Planning Policy, Local Plan.  You may also contact me or any of the Parish Councillors for 

further information.  Our telephone numbers are listed in The Marlpit. 

For the peace of mind of Horstead residents I am able to inform you that no representations have 

been made in respect of Horstead. 

Alan S Mallett  Broadland District Councillor for Coltishall Ward 
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Extracts from the Draft Minutes of the Coltishall Parish Council Meeting 
Village Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall – Monday, 7

th
 July 2003 

Youth Initiative – On Tuesday 17
th

 June a Broadland Youth & Community Mobile van arrived in 

the village and was well attended.  A Youth Committee was set up on Monday 30
th

 June.  Their 

first meeting had already been held with Sharon Stone.  A questionnaire was going to be sent to all 

the youngsters in Coltishall and Horstead to find out if they would prefer a Skate Park or 

somewhere to meet.  Horstead Parish Council and Coltishall Parish Council had in principle agreed 

to donate £1,000 each.  The study of using Tennis Courts was still ongoing. 

Highways – Nigel Haines reported that the drain covers in St Johns Close had been smashed up 

and removed, and that items had been thrown down to try to block the drains.  Highways had 

repaired them, although they were removed again the following day.  The 30 mph speed limit along 

St James has been proposed by local residents.  On the B1150 the 20 mph speed limit had been put 

in place.  The parking bay near the garage was to be removed.  The condition of the footpaths 

needed attention. 

Mr Mallett drew everyone’s attention to the fact that the B1150 and the subsequent likelihood of 

further dwellings being erected would cause more traffic at certain times.  The junction of Rectory 

Road and the B1150 is overgrown and obstructing the drivers vision.  The Clerk to write again to 

the Highways. 

Any Other Business 

Mr Spinks had received a phone call regarding the flooding at the top of Rectory Road, the football 

field and the house next door.  This area had always been a problem.  A soakaway installed on the 

football field may be the answer.  Mr Spinks stated that years ago there used to be a ditch there. 

Football field – vandalism had been reported.  Timber had been ordered for replacement Goal 

posts.  The CCA had paid most of the cost, the Football Club the balance. 

Recycling Bins had been overflowing again.  The clerk is to put a notice in the Marlpit explaining 

that the village receives money for recycling, so please use them more often. 

Questions 

Mr Murdo requested that a police presence would be good idea to curb speeding by the Post Office 

and Common area. 

Mr Linten asked if the footway along Hautbois Road would be crossing on to the housing side of 

Frogge Lane?  Could the parish also ask for a police presence along Hautbois Road to try to curb 

the speeding. 

Mr Savory stated that the speeding along Hautbois Road was getting worse day by day. 

Mrs Redstone was concerned regarding an odd phone call and a nice lady from the European 

Environmental Agency in Anchor Street on a Saturday.  The river was very high at present, are the 

sluices working?  Mr Mallett would check with the Broads Authority to make sure that the sluices 

were working. 

Mr Sizer – Re:  Man with a Gun – A meeting was being organized with the MP and the Housing 

Association, who will not attend if the police are not present.  Several letters of complaint had been 

sent from villagers, who had had problems with the man.  Apparently when he arrived in the village 

he arrived in a police car – why was this? 
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The youngsters of Coltishall and Horstead have formed a Youth Committee under the guidance of 

the Youth Initiative Committee (Coltishall Parish Council) and Broadland Youth and Community 

Service.  Please see the information below. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

C H H A P 

Chairman    Josh Charnock 

Vice Chairman   Paul Cushion 

Treasurer    Adam Coates 

Publicity Worker   Steven Kippin 

Secretaries    Laura dean & Lori Read 

Assistant Publicity Workers  George Rust, Mark Claxton & Luke Morrell 

∀∀∀∀
New opportunities for young people in Coltishall and Horstead 

The possibility of having a Youth Club is being discussed 

We are asking for the views of young people 

It they are interested in joining a Club what evening would they prefer? 

Monday  ρρρρ   Tuesday  ρρρρ   Wednesday  ρρρρ

Please tick the box you prefer and return this form to the Vicarage, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

∀∀∀∀

Thank you - Laura Dean

Any enquiries please contact:  Lorna Wood  01603 737255 or Doreen Snelling  01603 737955 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Wroxham Improvers Badminton Club 

Is Looking For New Members 

New Term starts 10
th

 September 2003 at 7.00 pm 

Venue: In the sports hall at Broadland High School - Hoveton 

First session FREE - YES FREE!

Contact Susan on 01603 782606 for further details 

or come along on the night 

Under 16’s welcome if accompanied by an adult 

Come along and play in a friendly and relaxed 

environment.  We play mixed doubles, singles if anyone is 

feeling fit enough and men's and ladies doubles. 
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Will you turn a blind eye? - Or help those who have to! 

The Norfolk and Norwich Association for the Blind (NNAB) needs 

people who are prepared to help.  Can You? 

The NNAB is a registered charity founded in 1805 by Thomas Tawell.  

It is the local independent charity providing services to the 4,500 

known visually impaired people living in Norfolk who are registered as 

either blind or partially sighted (although you do not have to be 

registered to receive help).  It is estimated that there is another 13,500 

people in Norfolk who have low vision bad enough to be registered. 

The charity consists of a residential home (for 37 elderly blind and partially sighted people) 

residential flats (with a full time warden); 10 community workers covering the county by offering a 

visiting, advice and support service for people in their own homes.  There are 5 Equipment and 

Advice Centres (Resources Centres) throughout the County where daily living aids can be 

purchased and advice obtained. 

People who are prepared to give of their time, and energy, to those who cannot see are needed 

in all areas of the Association. 

• To maintain our activities for the blind and partially sighted people in Norfolk we are in need of 

people who are prepared to be drivers; Norfolk is a large County and public transport very 

difficult for people with little or no sight.  A petrol allowance is given. 

• People are needed who are prepared to give up 1 - 2 hours per week to act as a befriender.  An 

elderly blind person can be very lonely and frustrated by not being able to get out of the house, 

not being able to read their own correspondence and do all the small tasks that we take for 

granted.  Just one or two hours per week to break the isolation can make all the difference to 

someone’s life. 

• The Eye Clinic Information Service, which is in all the main hospitals, gives patients in the 

waiting areas chance to access information and support.  If you have a good listening ear 

perhaps you could help here. 

• With blind and partially sighted people being more active there is a need for sighted people to 

act as guides on sporting and leisure activities. 

• Always there is a need for help with fundraising. 

Basic training in an informal manner is given to all volunteers to enable them to feel comfortable 

with a blind or partially sighted person, and to do what is required of them.  All volunteers are 

informally interviewed to ensure that their skills are used effectively; references are taken up and 

after training are issued with identity cards. 

As a volunteer with the NNAB you will have the chance to meet some very interesting people, 

make new friends and also know that your time is valuable to someone else.  You will be doing 

something worthwhile and at the same time enjoying yourself.  All volunteers are covered by the 

Association’s insurance and out-of-pocket expenses paid. 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in finding out more about helping blind and partially 

sighted people in Norfolk; please contact: Pauline Simper at The Norfolk and Norwich Association 

for the Blind, Tel: 01603 629558, Fax: 01603 766682, or email nnab@gtnet.gov.uk or write to 

Pauline Simper, NNAB, Magpie Road, Norwich, NR3 IJH
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The Royal British Legion 

At our July meeting the Silent Tribute and Exhortation were led by our 

Chairman, Bob Jennings, who also gave a report on the recent Group 5 

meeting held at Mundesley. 

At that meeting Mr A Hindley (Past County Chairman) presented a 

certificate of appreciation for his services as County Poppy Appeal Co-

ordinator to Mr Trevor Richardson who has had to relinquish the post due to 

ill health. 

The next Group 5 meeting will be held at Coltishall in the Church Room on Wednesday, 8
th

October at 2.45. 

At the close of last year’s Poppy Appeal the national figure was £21,138,107, slightly down on the 

previous year.  Norfolk’s figure was £287,887 an amazing increase of £15,654 on the previous 

year!! 

Our warmest thanks to our Poppy Appeal Organiser Mrs Kate Lawrance, her hard working 

collectors and you, the public, for your part in this grand total. 

Not only our thanks but also those of the many who were assisted through some of the following: 

Pensions Assistance:  The Legion processed more than 65% of the new 5,500 claims forwarded to 

the Veterans Agency, represented 6,900 cases at tribunals, and has more than 43,000 cases 

ongoing. 

Legion Homes:  the Legion looked after 400 residents in its care homes and gave 4,200 ex-service 

people a break in its welfare centres. 

Benevolent Work:  The Legion was able to answer 300,000 calls for help, provided £22,000 in 

training grants and approved start-up funding for 70 new businesses. 

Next Branch meeting Monday, 8
th

 September, Coltishall Church Room, 7.30 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute 

The coming weeks look set to be very busy for all the members, with trips organised to 

Buckingham Palace, the Cromer Pier Show and a guided tour of Norwich Cathedral. 

The ladies were transported back to the 17
th

 century with 21
st

century 

technology.  John and Mick, two employees of Colmans of Norwich 

presented a PowerPoint display (for the uninitiated, slides via a 

computer!!).  The original owner, Jeremiah James, was a philanthropic 

business man who during the late 1890’s not only employed 3,000 people 

but also provided a school and a works canteen.  The whole Carrow Road 

site was totally self-sufficient with its own print works, maintenance and 

barrel making shops.  The mysteries of mustard production were then 

explained to the ladies and finally images of the modern site were shown.  

It was a very interesting and informative talk which was rounded off with 

every member receiving a sample of mustard. 

The next meeting will be a garden party at the home of Chris Hubbard.  Please see below and come 

along and enjoy Chris’ beautiful garden and pray for fine weather. 

Judi 
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Attention Coltishall and Horstead WI members 

As usual in the Summer there will be no meeting in August.  

However, there will be a garden party at 7 Church Close, 

Coltishall, on Wednesday, 20
th

 August, 2.30 – 5.00.  Any 

contributions of food will be gratefully accepted and I will supply 

tea, coffee and some desserts.  I do not think this will compare to 

previous occasions.  Dare I admit to belonging to the WI and being 

unable to make cakes!! 

This is just an opportunity to thank members of the Institute for helping to make our move to 

Norfolk such a happy experience, it is now almost 3 years since we came to this lovely village. 

If the weather is not good we will go ahead with afternoon tea, cakes and nibbles in the house and 

hopefully we will all enjoy a relaxed afternoon together, someone please help. 

Chris Hubbard 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE JUBILEE PLAYERS

While some of you are preparing for a well earned summer break the Jubilee Players will hardly 

have time to draw breath.  We have just completed Dead Funny and for those of you who came to 

see it, I hope you enjoyed it.  As with any production a great deal of work went into it, but it is all 

worthwhile if the audiences enjoyed it. 

Anyway, moving onto the next production.  It will take place in October, which seems such a long 

time away, but no doubt will be here before we know it.  Gay Lloyd is directing Season’s Greetings 

by Alan Ayckbourn.  I hate to say this, but, yes, it is set at Christmas time as the title suggests.  I 

can’t believe I have mentioned Christmas already. 

The play is set in the home of Neville and Belinda, who are having a few marital problems.  Their 

house is full of friends, relatives and children.  And although the children are never seen, they 

certainly have an affect on the adults.  Squabbling soon breaks out and even the Christmas presents 

get rifled.  There is a puppet show, which is rather an inept attempt at keeping the children amused, 

but it seems to upset the adults even more.  A midnight love scene which goes horribly wrong, but 

which will (I hope) cause great hilarity in the audience. 

And finally, the climax of the play comes when one of the guests is mistaken for a burglar and is 

shot by one of the family members. 

There is so much more going on in this play, but I don’t want to spoil it.  Of course, if you want to 

find out more you will have to come and see it.  The production will be on Wednesday 29
th

, 

Thursday 30
th

 and Friday 31
st
 October.  I will, of course, keep you informed of when the tickets 

will be going on sale. 

All that remains is to wish you a happy summer break and hope that the weather is kind to you. 

Jayne Downing 

( 01603 736450   � jayne@tinkies.freeserve.co.uk 
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Coltishall & Horstead Pre-School 

We have had a very busy and successful year. 

We have been on several visits to places around the village – Post Office, Hewitts Butchers, Central 

Garage, Jabberwocky, Pharmacy, RAF Coltishall, the Church, the Hedges B & B and we also 

visited Wroxham Barns. 

At Christmas we performed our Nativity for Catton Court Retirement 

site as well as the parents in the Village Hall. 

Easter saw the children perform a selection of songs for the parents 

and take part in an Easter Bonnet Parade. 

The summer term has been equally busy with the Early Years 

Jamboree at the school, a beach trip to West Runton and ending with a 

water party. 

We would like to thank all those who have helped us in any way this year and just remind everyone 

that we are open Monday – Friday, 9 –12 and still have some places for September.  The staff start 

on Tuesday 2
nd

 September and the children on Wednesday 3
rd

. 

We look forward to seeing our existing children and welcoming any newcomers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Sadly, on 13
th

 July I found a long haired, brown tabby, bushy tailed female cat dead in my garden. 

For details 65 Church Close or telephone 737974. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Keep Fit For The Over 50’s 

At Coltishall Church Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall

The new term commences on Monday morning, 15
th

 September 2003, 10 – 11 am 

A number of vacancies will be available to make up the full class of 12. 

Do come along with a view to meeting new friends who wish to keep healthy and active by gently 

exercising to music to improve balance, joint flexibility and bone density.  It really is great fun!  

See you there. 
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Coltishall P.F. Bowls Club

As I write we are over half way through our outdoor season and this year so far we have enjoyed 

several golden warm summer evenings with friends and temporary foe on greens from Shotesham 

in the south of the county to Sheringham in the north. 

Our league results are satisfactory but most of us are suffering from a surfeit of matches as we have 

too few players to satisfy the demands of league play in three leagues.  We desperately need new 

players and we will be addressing this problem in the close season. 

We are also thinking now of close season fund raising to assist with the ever present and 

increasingly costly business of keeping our bowling green in good order.  We have booked the 

Village Hall for a series of Bingo Evenings on the first Saturday in each month at 7.30pm from 

November 2003 through to March 2004 inclusive.  Put these dates In your diary now. 

Other events will be arranged and these will be announced in later issues of the Marlpit. 

Ray Thompson  Chairman 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club 

New Members - We are pleased to welcome New Lions Julie and Terry 

Vout from Hoveton who have been guests at our business & Social events 

during the past month they like what they have seen and we like their 

company too.  If you would like an insight into what we do give us a ring or 

call in at The Lions Shop, Lion Leslie with her Lions and her Lions 

volunteer army will point you in the right direction.  

Roving Tombola - On the 29
th

 June we had a Tombola stall at the Hoveton Scouts Fete, it raised 

£115 and again at Rackheath CP at their celebration reunion on Saturday 12
th

 July as they move 

into a new building next term.  The Tombola raised an identical £125.  Donations will be made to 

each organisation.  If you would like us to come along to your event and make a donation to your 

cause please get in touch.  The Tombola is exactly the same as the one running most days in the 

Precinct in Hoveton where Lions and friends raise money for Breast & Prostate Cancer Charities 

along with other local causes. 

We need your Bra’s Campaign is drawing to a close, we will be taking those collected by Schools 

and Scout Groups  to March at the end of September.  We will publish the amounts collected then, 

keep them coming to The Lions Shop till the end of September please. 

Cromer Pier - We will be running a coach to the pier entrance (no steps to negotiate) for the end of 

the pier show on Tuesday 2
nd

 September from Hoveton - if you haven’t been before it’s a show to 

remember.  If you went last year, its different this year, so come along again.  Details from The 

Lions Shop. 

Booze cruise, Euro tunnel day trip - We are off to Calais very early on Saturday 22
nd

 November 

for a coach trip to Calais once again.  Details from The Lions Shop.  Please join us for a fun day on 

a luxury coach and to pick up cheap Christmas Cheer. 

OOrrddiinnaarryy PPeeooppllee ddooiinngg AAmmaazziinngg tthhiinnggss

Mrs Tyler of Cats Common, Smallburgh won the Lions Shop draw - £100 will be sent to the 

‘Kidscape’.  Thank you all for the donations of all manner of saleable things! 

The Lions Shop 01603 783737. 
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2
nd

 Coltishall Scout Group 

Your Scout Group meets at the Church Centre on the RAF Coltishall Married Quarter site. 

The Station Commander of RAF Coltishall kindly allows us to use the 

building but we offer Scouting to all local girls and boys between the 

ages of 5¾ and 15½ years.  The Group consists of three sections - 

Beavers, Cub Scouts and Scouts and young people can join any one and 

progress upwards according to age. 

We are a very active and successful Group, enjoying many varied activities.  We have some 

vacancies at the moment but we would like to offer the pleasures of Scouting to a larger number of’ 

people.  The only limiting factor is the ratio of adults (warranted Leaders or helpers) to young 

people, thus ensuring that each member is treated as an individual and kept safe at all times. 

If your girl or boy would like to enjoy Scouting or if you would be prepared to give up a little of 

your spare time in a very rewarding pastime, please give me a call.  I will be pleased to give you 

more details and arrange for you to meet the Leaders and see what goes on. 

Roger Birchall 

Group Scout Leader  01603 279530 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Scouting in the UK 

The Scout Movement is a modern, vibrant and forward thinking organisation offering young people 

an attractive, exciting and worthwhile pastime.  It is the world’s largest mixed youth organisation.  

In the United Kingdom over half a million people experience the fun and friendship of modern 

Scouting in 10,000 Scout Groups.  Scouting in the UK believes in equal opportunities for young 

people and Leaders. 

Helping the Scout Movement 

There are many ways you can help the Scout Movement.  As a volunteer you could help over half a 

million young people pursue a worthwhile and enjoyable hobby.  At the same time you can do 

something challenging and rewarding in your spare time, meet socially with others with similar 

interests and Have Fun!  You can give as much or, as little time as you choose. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Drawing & Sketching Course 

There are currently 3 places remaining for this year’s 

Art Course entitled ‘Drawing & Sketching’ 

Horstead Tithe Barn 

Tuesdays September 2
nd

, 9
th

, 16
th

, 23
rd

 & 30
th 

2.00 - 4.00 pm 

£15 

This course, although more intensive than the previous painting courses, would suit beginners as 

well as current amateur artists.  Further details can be obtained from the tutor, Dave Cox, 737907 

Fancy A Challenge, Then Come And Join Us! 
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The Mill House Nursing Home 
Mill Road, Horstead 

You are invited to our 

Garden Party 
Saturday 2nd August at 2pm 

Cakes, Plants, Cream Teas, Gifts, Bottle Stall, Tombola, Raffle, Games 

Come and spend an enjoyable summer’s afternoon 

Proceeds to Patients’ Amenities Fund 
  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Family Fun Day 
Great Hautbois House 

Saturday 9th August 2003 
10 am – 4 pm 

Great Hautbois Road, Coltishall 
just off the B1150 

The Training and Activity Centre of Girlguiding Anglia 
Come join us for a pleasant day out in the lovely surroundings of Great Hautbois House 

Try our activities: Climbing, Abseiling, Archery & Aerial Runway all at 50p a go 
or Kayaking at £1 for 15 min - Bouncy Castles at 50p 

Refreshments, Tombola, Cake Stall, Side-stalls, Burgers, Ice creams and much more! 

Something for all the family!  New this year!  Toddlers’ area 
Why not bring a picnic and enjoy the peaceful grounds 

 

Free Admission and loads of parking. 

 

Registered Charity No. 278508 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

JUDITH GOWLETT 
 

INVITES 
 

27th September 

9 am - 12 noon 
 

WHITE HOUSE FARM 

BUXTON ROAD 

HORSTEAD 

26
th
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Frettenham Festival Week 
Saturday 2nd  to Sunday 10th August 

 

Saturday 2nd - Antiques Roadshow, Village Hall 10am - 3pm.  Have your Antiques & Collectables 
Identified & valued by experts from GA Key of Aylsham at £1 per Item 

 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th - St Swithin’s Church, Flower Festival Tuesday 5th - 7.30pm 
Evening Concert by Norvic Concordia Accordion Band, Call Rusty on 737883 for further details 

 

Friday 8th - Frettenham Village Revue at the Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Variety Entertainment from Frettenham Theatre Group & Friends plus Village Groups 

 

Sunday 10th - Festival, 11am - 6pm, Vehicle Show & Grand Charity Auction 
Grand Opening by Radio Broadland’s Rob Chandler and Chrissie Jackson 

 

Classic & Vintage Vehicles, Fairground Organ, Richard Little Sheepdog Demonstration 
Royal Norfolk Regiment Display, Living History Group, Justso James & Janyne 

Renegades Wild West Show, Victorian Carriage Rides, 231 (Norwich) Squadron ATC Band 
Children’s Rides, Line Dancing Demo, Auto Jumble, Craft & Trade Stands, Terrier Racing 

 

Full range of Refreshments & Licensed Bar 
All profits to Bryan Gunn Leukaemia Appeal and Local Charities 

For further details phone Brian 737887, Gerald 897223, Stan 738998 & Richard 890580 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Doors open 12 noon 

Artists appearing include 

Weaver’s Morris - Ebekneezer Appalacian Clog 

Charlie Haylock (Mardler) - Lay 

Stevie Spud (Children’s magic and workshop) 

Face painters - Charlie’s Bouncy Castles 
Ridley’s (The Essex Brewer) - Tom Cain (DJ) 

The Ugly Dog Skiffle Combo - The Flying Folk 

There will be a BBQ running all day with a sing around 

in the pub where anybody can come and join in 

during the day and into the evening 

Tickets £5 for the day 

For more details of this fantastic family day please call 

THE THREE HORSESHOES, SCOTTOW 
Tel/Fax: 01692 538243 Email: 

scottowhorseshoes@hotmail.com@hotmail.com 

Proceeds will go to support North Walsham Gateway Club 


