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2022 – Onwards, happy, but stopping – even cu�ng –
more BAD TRAFFIC

Welcome to your Marlpit of 2022 – and, we hope, as ever our – and your -
positive and helpful contribution to all our futures! Locally, of the issues we
are all involved with, however, some make progress happily – and some

don’t. One issue that is vital, is TRAFFIC! We await an overdue report – and many
locals contest the implications of the potential new 30 homes development on
Rectory Road in Coltishall which, say increasing and highly critical numbers,
should NOT go ahead because it will add to bad TRAFFIC!

Broadland’s planning committee were meeting on the topic as Marlpit went to
press. More than 60 major objectors were making the case against the project on
land east of Rectory Road, near and endangering activity at our school and
medical centre. One villager wrote: “A further 30 houses on an already busy
road is ridiculous.” Another called the plan “absolute insanity” and said the
village had “little or no unused educational or medical capacity”. Coltishall
Parish Council has objected too – highlighting the road impacts, and saying
the homes will be “out of character” on the village’s edge. Objections have
also been raised by the Campaign to Protect Rural England, and concerns
have also been submitted by Norfolk Wildlife Trust. Coltishall Primary School
said in an October 2020 objection that it was “concerned for the safety of children
travelling to and from school”, due to the additional car movements.

We have highlighted the traffic issue for ages now – and from our September 2021
issue onwards understood a traffic report was in production… but, as Coltishall
resident Bill Musson who pursues this cause with tenacity says – where is it and
what’s happening? We have appealed to the local authorities for information.
Come on North Norfolk DC! Dedicated Broadland Cllr Jo Copplestone DID
respond when we pressed cllrs and even MPs on the subject, awaiting words from
them – Jo’s and Bill’s views are reported on P4. We await NEWS – and on the
Rectory Road development controversy.

On other news, sadly, the last two years of lockdown and restriction have
necessitated bringing the curtain down on the fabulous Jubilee Players who have
entertained so brilliantly the communities of Horstead, Coltishall and beyond for 44
years. On Pages 24 and 25 we remember the greasepaint and glitter with a special
tribute to the casts and crews.

Meanwhile the Marlpit continues to seek new volunteers to get involved with our
work — and you our readers to get in touch with your news, views and
suggestions. Now read on – and here’s to a happy 2022. But we must make it as
safe and practical here as possible!

FRONT COVER: Snowdrops carpet the approach to Horstead House in February 2021. Photo courtesy Caroline Fleming. For details of this year’s
event see above.
Disclaimer: All information and content contained in The Marlpit publication and its online site is provided solely for general information and reference purposes. The
Marlpit makes no statement, representation, warranty or guarantee as to the accuracy, reliability or timeliness of the information and content. Neither does The Marlpit
accept any responsibility or liability for any direct or indirect loss or damage arising due to any inaccuracy, omission, misrepresentation or error in respect of any
information and content. The contents are copyright protected. Except with the prior written permission of The Marlpit or specific named content contributors, no person
may download, duplicate, reproduce, edit, publish, Marlpit content.
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Dates for your Diary – February/March 2022
Tues 1 Feb Fri 4 Feb Wed 9 Feb Weds 9 Feb Thurs 10 Feb Thurs 10 Feb Weds 16 Feb

Coltishall Parish
Council

Church Rooms,
Rectory Road
6.30pm

Gardening Club,
The Hub, Norwich
Road, Wroxham,

7.30pm
(Check with 01603

782041)

Horstead Parish
CounciL

Tithe Barn, Rectory
Rd, Horstead

6pm

Wroxham Flower
Club Elizabeth
Robertson

Church Room,
Norwich Road,

7.30pm

Buxton WI
Meet author Chris

Crowther
Buxton Village Hall

7.30pm

Good Neighbours
tea party

Church Rooms,
Rectory Rd,
Coltishall
2-4pm

Colt WI
Murder Mystery

Hour
Church Rooms,
Rectory Road,

2.30pm

Sat 19 Feb Fri 25 Feb Tues 1 Mar Wed 9 Mar Thur 10 Mar Wed 16 Mar Wed 30 Mar

Snowdrops at
Horstead House
Mill Rd, Horstead

11am-4pm
Private visits 17-23
Feb SEE ABOVE

Film at Frettenham
‘Nowhere special’
Frettenham Village

Hall
Doors open 6.45pm

Coltishall Parish
Council, Church
Rooms, Rectory
Road 6.30pm

Horstead Parish
CounciL

Tithe Barn, Rectory
Rd, Horstead

6pm

Buxton WI
Mustard Seed
Quilters

Buxton Village Hall
7.30pm

Colt WI
Bingo and Beetle

Drive
Church Rooms,
Rectory Road,

2.30pm

Coltishall Village
Hall and Rec
Ground
AGM

Colt Village Hall, ,
7pm

February 2022
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STOP PRESS: The Col�shall Rectory Road plan to build 30 new homes
has been approved by councillors despite major opposi�on as reported below.
Marlpit went to press a day before the Broadland DC planning commi�ee mee�ng.
The proposals saw more than 60 households object, plus Col�shall parish council, the
village school and others. For more news on the opposi�on, see below. Also in the
EDP 27 January P20.
The traffic report referred to below has also appeared. See reac�on in our March
issue.

SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY
Mill Road, Horstead, NR12 7AU 11am - 4pm
Entrance £5.00 per adult for The National Garden Scheme

Teas/refreshments in aid of Horstead Church.

If you would prefer to see the snowdrops at Horstead House
without crowds we are also open from 17-23 February for

private visits.
Please email horsteadsnowdrops@gmail.com in advance.

£5 per adult and proceeds to National Garden Scheme.

HORSTEAD HOUSE GARDENS OPEN FOR SNOWDROPS

Volunteering with The Marlpit
Could you give some time to help The Marlpit continue to
thrive – and grow – for the benefit of our local Broadland

communities and businesses?

We are always keen to attract new volunteers with a little
time, helpful skills and a lot of enthusiasm.

Currently we are looking for volunteers to help with:

Desktop design and layout

General admin and book-keeping, including
invoicing our growing number of advertisers

If you feel you can help please contact Marlpit
Chairman Paul Thomas on 01603 738582 or

email chairman@themarlpit.com

Thank you Guides from
Coltishall Lunch Club

Coltishall community lunch club team
would like to record a big

THANK YOU to the Guides for their
generous gifts to the lunch club

members.
They made gift boxes and cards for the
members and in addition completed a

sponsored litter pick around the village,
donating the proceeds to the lunch club.
Their gifts and generosity are very much

appreciated by the members.

Joan D Milligan
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YOUR LETTERS…
Having read the article ‘Make Badersfield Great Again’ (Marlpit Dec/Jan 21/22) I took the trouble of emailing
its author direct, but have yet to receive a reply. My initial thought was to question when Badersfield stopped
being so ‘great’ which, as a (born and bred) local North Norfolk resident, and then specifically a resident
of Badersfield since 2009, made me wonder what I had missed.

As a Director for one of the residents/shareholder management companies, and as vice-chair of the local Parish
Council, I am aware of our environment and the need to make a difference for our communities.

We are blessed to be surrounded by the countryside here; my own home looks out over the fields leading
across to the main gate etc. From my window I hear the owls, tawny, barn and the screech from the little owls,
together with the yowls and barks of foxes and rutting of the deer that cross our fields and occasionally turn
down the road and nibble the plants in my front garden. In both my front and back garden I am visited by mason
bees, wood wasps, plethora of ladybirds in the fence panels, the not-so welcome wasps, and a myriad of
butterflies and moths and other insects/ invertebrates.

During a recent posting relating to your article I have probably been approached personally by 15-20
shareholders and residents on my patch who, whilst recognising the value that a more diverse pattern/policy of
wilding may bring, make the point that we must not forget the existing bio-diversity that our ‘garden village/
community’ currently has. Whilst the ‘manicured’ lawns may not be to some people’s liking, it is still a (much
better) world away from the concrete jungles, asphalt, astroturf and concrete slabs we see in towns and more
modern developments.

I’m sorry if you feel Badersfield is not ‘great’ but we are all doing our bit for nature, for the ecology, for the
environment and our community, and always mindful of the impact our intrusion makes on our little friends who
burrow beneath our feet, live in our homes under the sofa, or in the nesting boxes, or under our decking, or in
the hedges, banks, shrubs etc within our great community.

Jason Baxter
Badersfield, Scottow

Plaque honours
Coltishall’s Covid heroes
A blue plaque recognising the efforts of the
Coltishall community in meeting the
challenge of the past two years of Covid
and lockdown now has pride of place in the
Coltishall Village Hall.
The presentation on 8 January was made
on behalf of the Lord-Lieutenant of Norfolk,
Lady Dannatt by one of her deputies to
commemorate the resilience of the
community during the time of the
pandemic. and the work of groups and
individuals in supporting those in need.

Speaking on behalf of the community the
Coltishall Parish Council commented: “The
plaque represents a unique moment in time
where communities across the county,
including our own, pulled together and looked
after one another in challenging times.

“It was an honour to receive our memorial
plaque and even more so to have Rev
Christopher Engelsen accept it on our
behalf.”

Horstead Parish Council and community
representatives will receive their plaque in
the coming weeks.

BAD TRAFFIC – where is report
North Norfolk council please!?

By Paul Thomas

The heavy Coltishall and Horstead traffic issue –
and its future – as reported in past Marlpits and
local media, continues. We urge local people

and organisations to demand action on this crucial
subject – which will dominate increasingly our futures
as Coltishall High Street and main road traffic swells,
taking more and more time and slow progress.

Cllr Jo Copplestone of Broadland has responded to
our Marlpit requests for news of progress, supporting
our efforts to hear and publish the report promised
months ago by North Norfolk DC.

We await the report – and Coltishall’s Bill Musson
told us before we went to press: “We need an update
about the state of play regarding the ongoing and
future traffic problems facing Coltishall and
Horstead. For months now I have been trying to get
hold of a copy of the report commissioned by North
Norfolk District Council which supposedly looked into
this issue.

“I have encountered nothing but excuses and
delaying tactics. So as a last resort I submitted a
Freedom Of Information (FOI) request which obliges
an organisation, in this case North Norfolk District
Council, to comply with my request within 20 working
days of submission. The 20 day period has come
and gone and I have received nothing.

“I contacted North Norfolk District Council to find out
why. I received an email reply from a legal assistant
apologising for the delay and an assurance the
matter would be chased up. In the light of all this I
have to wonder: Does the report actually exist? Are
the contents in direct conflict with North Norfolk
District Council’s plans and if so has it simply been
destroyed? Is it being re-written to align with Council
policy. Or finally are the Council so inefficient they
cannot accede to a simple request? In the absence

of any information I expect people will draw their
own conclusions.”

The Marlpit has also chased and requested
information from the councils, also MPs. Only our
dedicated Broadland Cllr Jo Copplestone has
responded. As ever – thank you Jo. She told us:

“I assure local residents that our Broadland Place
Shaping Manager has been pursuing Mark Ashwell
of North Norfolk District Council on a regular basis
to obtain a copy of the Traffic Survey at my
insistence.

“Frustrated by the lack of cross border cooperation
with North Norfolk Council I have asked our Leader
and Planning Portfolio Holder for guidance. They
have agreed to write to the Leader of NNDC as a
matter of urgency to request the traffic survey and to
explain our frustrations with the lack of cooperation
and communication between our two Councils,
which was agreed in the Norfolk Strategic Planning
Framework.”

Readers, our parish councils, concerned residents -
we urge your efforts too to help this cause!

See Cllr Copplestone’s report on P29 and Horstead
Parish Council notes on P28.
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Garolla garage doors are expertly made to 
measure in our own UK factories, they’re strong 
and solidly built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Give us a call today and we’ll come and 
measure up completely FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01603 905 339
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:
• FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING
• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS
• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR
• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

Now only 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Initial Consultation for all new Clients 

Investment Planning & Reviews 

Inheritance Tax and Wealth Preservation Advice 

Care Cost Planning and Advice 

ISA Selection Service 

Bespoke Ethical Investments 

Personal Protection Policies 

Pensions & Retirement Options 

Traditional Will Writing 

Powers of Attorney 

Complete Probate and Estate Administration 

Service 

Impartial & Accountable Whole of Market Advice 

Home and Evening Appointments Available 
ClearView Financial Consultants is a trading name of Martin Smith Independent Financial Adviser Ltd, a company registered 
 in England under number 11439150 and authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 944677. 

 

ClearView 
 Financial Consultants  
 

 Burgh Road, Aylsham,       01263 734859 

 Station Road, Hoveton,      01603 273590   



There are at least two candidates to be the saint we
commemorate on the 14 February. Although little is known
about either, the most likely is St Valentine of Rome,
martyred in AD 269 and associated with the 14th and 15th

century ideal of courtly love, but a rival candidate is
Valentine of Terni who was martyred in AD 273 and who
shares the same feast day. It is said that a relic, claimed
to be his head, was kept in Winchester. There is also a
third St Valentine, of Genoa, but he has a feast day on 3rd

May, which rather rules him out.

The earliest known connection of St Valentine’s feast day
with lovers comes from Geoffrey Chaucer’s ‘Parlement of
Foules’ a humorous late c14 poem describing how birds
choose a mate on St Valentine’s day. It also hints at a
connection between the choice of the saint’s day and the

arrival of spring:

‘Saynt Valentyn that art
ful hy on-lofte
Thus sungen smale
foules for they sake.
Now welcome, somer,
with thy sonne softe…’
(l.683-5)

Closer to home, an early
mention of St Valentine
associated with love and
probably referencing
Chaucer, comes from
the Paston Letters. In
February 1477, Dame

Elizabeth Brewes from Topcroft wrote to John Paston to
further the arrangement of his marriage to her daughter,
Margery:

‘And, cousin¹, on Friday is St Valentine’s Day and every
bird chooses for himself a mate…’

Margery also wrote to her future husband, referring to him
as,

‘Right reverend and worshipful and my right well beloved
Valentine…’

Victorian Valentine cards
were originally flat
sheets of paper which
could be folded and
posted but after the
introduction of the penny
post in 1840 the more
elaborate Valentine card
became popular. In fact,
so many were sent that
postmen were given a
special allowance for
refreshments to help
them cope with the extra
work: in 1841 alone
400,000 Valentines were
sent through the post.

Many were home made from scraps, ribbons, lace, etc
which could be bought for the purpose. Should you wish
to follow their example, there are lots illustrated on the
Internet, but Norfolk Record Office holds a collection
created by George Clayton Eaton (1834 -1900)² which is
normally available to view.

Norwich also appears to have a ‘tradition’ probably dating
from Victorian times involving a character known as ‘Jack
Valentine.’ This gentleman would knock on doors on
Valentine’s Day and
leave gifts and
trinkets. Sometimes
string was attached to
the ‘gift’ so that when
the recipient bent
down to pick it up, it
was snatched away.

The custom of
a n o n y m o u s l y
exchanging cards and
gifts continues and
Jack Valentine was
recently revived by
actor Matt Reeve in
association with the
Museum of Norwich at
the Bridewell. For
more details, take a
look at their Facebook
page.

Pictures:

Top left: Geoffrey Chaucer. Source: British Library

Bottom left: Valentine Card c.1870

Above: Actor Matt Reeve as Jack Valentine. Source:
Norfolk Museum Service

Sources:

Chaucer, G: The Parlement of Foules. Ed. G Cramp
(2017) Apollodorus Press. Arizona.
Virgoe, R. (Ed). Illustrated Letters of the Paston Family.
(1989) Guild. London.

_________________________________________________
¹ The term ‘cousin’ did not then have the precise meaning it
has today. Any friend or close rela�on could be referred to as,
‘cousin.’
² NRO ETN/4/14/2

Will you be myValentine?
By PhilippaWeightman,History editor
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The Rising Sun
C O L C H E S T E R  I N N S

Pub Quiz with PizzaPub Quiz with Pizza

Join us on 21st Feb

£10 per team of 2-6

Win Colchester Inns vouchers!

Fancy a Takeaway?Fancy a Takeaway?

Full takeaway menu available

7 days a week, order

online or give us a call!

www.risingsuncoltishall.co.uk @RisingSunColtishall

The Rising Sun, 28 Wroxham Rd, Coltishall tel. 01603 737440
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New coffee bar brewing for
Coltishall Common

G reen Wave Coffee Company is a new mobile coffee business which
specialises in high quality coffee. It was founded by Matt Carey who
lives locally in Spixworth. ‘Green Wave’ stems from Matt’s passion for
a plant-based lifestyle, the environment, and the beautiful Norfolk
coastline.

Green Wave Coffee Company strives towards sustainability and the protection
of the environment as this is increasingly important for our society. We aim to
support this ethos by sourcing natural ingredients and supporting local green
initiatives. Matt has been thoughtful in supporting local and sustainable
businesses in sourcing ingredients who share the same values. Our coffee is
supplied by Origin Coffee who are a certified B Corporation, which is the gold
standard of sustainability. Our milk comes from Norton’s Dairy based in
Frettenham which is a family run dairy producing milk and cheese on site from
their herd of free-range Swiss brown cows.
Green Wave Coffee will be situated by Coltishall Green at weekends.
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or our website for updates on opening
times.

@greenwavecoffeeco Greenwavecoffee.co.uk
Opening times:

Saturday 9am-2pm / Sunday 10am-3pm

W E E K E N D S  A T  C O L T I S H A L L  C O M M O N !

@ G R E E N W A V E C O F F E E C O G R E E N W A V E C O F F E E . C O . U K
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Local Estate Agent ‘branches out’ with
annual, fes�ve colouring compe��on

By Edward Brooks, Operations Director, Property Ladder

Local family estate agents Property Ladder enjoyed a bumper year with a record number of entries to their festive-
themed colouring competition.

Organiser and Area Manager Marie Smith-Norton said “The entries were tree-mendous! We especially enjoyed the use
of glitter and picking just one winner in each age category proved very difficult.”

Winner of the 7 and Unders category was Daisy (6) of Spixworth Infant School, with runner up Amber (6) of Coltishall
Primary School. In the 8 and Overs category, the winner was Rosie (9) of Woodland View Junior School, and the runner
up was Lucy (9) of Coltishall Primary School - see pictures below.

The well-deserved winners each received a £30 voucher for Smyths Toys and a festive Quality Street tin, whilst the
runners-up also received a tin of Quality Street.

Special mention goes to “Mr Barista” (Really Old) of the University of Life & Carey’s of Norfolk Coffee Company, whose
imaginative use of highlighters and detailed reindeer warmed our hearts nearly as much as his amazing Cinnamon
Lattes.
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We like to think that we’re a breath
of fresh air in the financial
planning world, offering a truly

independent range of products from
across the market, whilst providing a
personal service to support you and your
family.

Our financial planning starts with getting to know you and your goals. We
then create a personalised plan which suits your circumstances, taking
account of issues such as your tax position and attitude to risk.

We Have Moved!
We are delighted to announce we’ve now moved to our new offices, still in
the beautiful village of Coltishall, based on the High Street opposite the
Petrol Station.

We are truly focused on fully supporting the need for the personal touch
when it comes to such big life decisions and so we have worked hard to
create a fabulous space for you to visit and spend time with us planning your
future. We look forward to welcoming you to our new office and continuing
to offer our services to the local community. Please contact us for more
details.
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       Residential, dementia, nursing
& respite care available

The Mill House
Care Home
Your Care in Our Hands

We're building a community with friends and
loved ones in Norwich. Be part of this journey,
and book your personalised visit today.

admissions@runwoodhomes.co.uk01603 331522

www.runwoodhomes.co.ukMill Road, Horstead, Norwich, NR12 7AT

Be part of a community at

in Norwich
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Why I love Guinea Pigs
By Isla Rolfe

Hello everyone! It is me again and this time I am going to
tell you a bit about Guinea Pigs - including mine, whom I
love very much, called Oliver. He is going to be four years
old on the 28th January. He is getting quite old now.

Fun Facts about Guinea Pigs:
• They are not related to Pigs at all.
• They don’t get on with Rabbits.
• They talk to each other.
• They can break dance.
• They scent mark their things.

Guinea pigs are such good pets to have if your Mum and
Dad have to work a lot. They don't really need that much
attention and only need feeding twice a day. They are
also really friendly, and once they get to know you they
soon will snuggle up next to you. Oliver definitely did.

They are really easy to look after - you feed them fresh
vegetables in the morning and night. Oliver loves;
spinach, red pepper, green beans, carrots and sometimes
for a treat some
slices of red apple.

Everyday they need
fresh hay to eat and
dried food which
they can nibble on
throughout the day.
Guinea pigs also need
cleaning out at least
once a week.

Guinea pigs are great
pets and that is why
I love them so much.
See you next time,

Bye from Isla
- and Oliver

Dotty’s
damaged

eye

By Toby Morrell MRCVS
Westover Vets

Our case this month is Dotty a 3 year old Jack
Russel Terrier who presented with a sore
eye after going for her Boxing Day walk. We

commonly see eye injuries, particularly in working
breeds of dog that race through undergrowth and
poke their heads into places they shouldn’t! In this
case when we examined Dotty her left eye was
uncomfortable and a dark area was visible in her

cornea (the
surface of the
eye).

It was
a s c e r t a i n e d
that this was a
foreign body,
but luckily it
did not
penetrate into
the chamber
of the eye
itself, which
unfortunately
can often be

the case. Local anaesthetic was applied to her eye
and hydropulsion using sterile saline was used to
flush the material out. This left a small ulcer which
healed remarkably quickly within a few days of
treatment.

There isn’t much we can do to prevent such injuries
and fortunately Dotty has made a complete
recovery, but it underlines the importance of
prompt treatment if your pets has any eye injuries
or problems.

Another thing we are seeing a lot of, which is very
sad and often avoidable, are seal pups being
brought in by the seal charities, often in quite a bad
way. Many have been attacked by dogs on the
beach so we just want to take this opportunity to
remind dog owners not to let their dogs off the lead
in areas where there are seals, particularly pups.
They are beautiful animals, which are fortunate to
have on our Norfolk coast, but we must take care
not to endanger them.
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After 125 years providing outstanding veterinary services, 
our new North Walsham clinic is the home of 21st Century 
healthcare for your pets.

• Dedicated theatres for keyhole surgery  
and orthopaedics

• Gold standard cat hospitalisation ward
• Separate cat, dog and isolation wards
• State-of-the-art imaging suite
• Improved provision of 24/7 

Emergency Service 
• Better access and parking
• More clinics for more vets offering  

more appointments

www.westovervets.co.uk  |  01692 403202

Westover
VETERINARY CENTRE

Our new state-of-the-art 
North Walsham Clinic  

is now open.

Every part of the building is designed to reduce stress and improve patient care.  
From the two separate waiting areas, to the three separate wards to the layout  
of the prep room and theatres, your pet comes first.

Isla
’s

rev
iew
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NHS COVID PASS
You will see that if you received your covid vaccination or booster at Coltishall surgery this will show on your
covid pass that the Administrating centre is Drayton Surgery – Covid Local Vaccination service. Please be
assured that this is correct and is because Drayton Surgery is the site designated locally to receive the vaccine.
Coltishall is providing the vaccine to patients under their administration umbrella. This information is stated on the
practice website should you encounter any questions from any authorities, particularly if you are travelling
abroad, to verify that your pass is correct.
Did you know that if you have downloaded your NHS Covid Pass on the NHS App you can also use this to book
appointments, view some of your record and order prescriptions from the surgery? More information can be found
at https://digital.nhs.uk/services/nhs-app

New staff

We are pleased to welcome Dr Olokodana GP, and
Practice Nurses Emilia Bradshaw and Claire Childs,
who all joined the surgery recently.

Flu and Covid-19 vaccinations

Boost your Immunity this winter. Please contact us to
arrange your vaccination, we are running regular clinics
– please see our Facebook page for the latest dates.
If you have received an invitation by text, please click
on the link to book your appointment or just turn up!
For more information about either vaccination and to
check your eligibility click here

Telephone System – please note new options:

Press 1 for Appointments
Press 2 for Prescriptions (9am to 5pm)
Press 3 for Test results (after 10.30am)
Press 5 for Covid-19 Booster and Flu appointments
(Tues -Thursdays 10am to 3pm
All calls are now recorded and monitored.

As directed by the doctors, our reception team are
specially trained to ask about the reason for your
appointment. They will book you with the most suitable
doctor or nurse and may also be able to suggest other
services. They are also in certain circumstances able

arrange for an appointment for physiotherapy, or to
speak with the mental health adviser or nurse.
Unfortunately, there are times when appointments are
in high demand and you may be asked to call back.
Please be kind when speaking to our team.

Repeat Medication

You can order your repeat medication at any time via
the following online methods:
Patient Access - to register: https://
www.coltishallsurgery.nhs.uk/.../register-for.../ or contact
Reception
NHS App - https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/
Email - nnccg.dispensary@nhs.net

If you do not have online access, you can still drop your
repeat prescription off or ring our Prescription team
between 9am to 5pm by phoning Coltishall Surgery on
01603 737593.

Car Park at Coltishall Medical Practice
Please note that the car park is for use by patients
attending the Practice for medical appointments and
medication ONLY. Thank you.

Please visit the practice website and Facebook
page for further information.
www.coltishallsurgery.nhs.uk https://
www.facebook.com/coltishallspixworthsurgeries

Coltishall Medical Practice
By Nikki Crawford
Business Manager



complemented by brilliant costumes: we like to think that
the attention to detail helped set us apart from other
groups. The actors took the applause but every production
was a team effort from ticket sales all the way through to
making sure the Barn was clean and tidy at the end of
performance week. These things didn’t just happen, so
many people were happy to give up their time to help out,
and we couldn’t have done it without them. A massive
thank you to everyone who has been a part of the Players
in whatever capacity.

Most of all though, our thanks go to you, our audience.
Without getting overly sentimental or schmaltzy about it, it
was the support and appreciation of our paying customers
that drove us always to perform the best we could. Yes,
rehearsals were always uplifting and fun, but without

anyone there to watch the result of those weeks of
endeavour, there would have been no point, so thank you.

I’m not sure that many of us will try and find another group
to join; for us, it was only ever about the Jubilee Players,
the roar of the greasepaint and the smell of the crowd! It’s
been a great, and memorable, ride and we hope that,
along the way, you enjoyed it as much as we did.

PHOTOS: Opposite: Key for Two (2000)
Below clockwise from top left: Dick Whittington & his cat
(2015) Robinson Crusoe (2011), Day of Reckoning (2015),
Calendar Girls (2013), Hay Fever (2012), Alice in
Wonderland (2013)

It’s with much sadness that I write this piece for the
Marlpit. After 44 years, the Jubilee Players will no longer
be entertaining the communities of Horstead, Coltishall,

and beyond. With a dwindling (and dare I say it, ageing)
membership, it became clear that it was no longer viable
to continue.

The pandemic hasn’t helped, of course. We were in the
middle of rehearsals for a production when, along with
other theatre groups across the globe, we were forced to
close down. In the intervening eighteen months, the small
membership came to realise that the logistics of finding the
right play, bringing the cast together, finding sufficient
backroom help and simply getting the Tithe Barn ready for
performance week, had become nigh on impossible.

Ultimately, it was a unanimous decision to call it a day and
work began on the practicalities of ‘dismantling’ the
Players. You can imagine the amount of equipment, props
and general detritus we’d accumulated over nearly half a
century and it all had to be disposed of in one way or
another. While two skips were filled, a huge quantity was
redistributed to a number of worthy causes around the
county, including a fair number of charity shops.

Before we knew it, our storage facilities were empty and
the final task was to agree how to allocate the remaining
funds. Our constitution stated that these were to be
distributed for the benefit of the villages of Coltishall and
Horstead, and we chose three who had been particularly

supportive of the Players over the years. We are extremely
appreciative of the Tithe Barn, Coltishall Church Rooms
and the Horstead Trust, and we hope that this contribution
offers a small token of our gratitude.

I have deliberately avoided writing about any individuals so
far because I would inevitably miss people out, but it would
be remiss of me not to mention the two ladies who started
the Players all those years ago. Hazel Grimsdale and
Carol White launched the group, initially as a contribution
to the Queen’s Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1977, and
from there, they never looked back, going on to direct and
act in an impressive number of plays and pantomimes.
Their early work and unbridled enthusiasm and energy
built the foundations upon which future members came to
rely upon, but never take for granted.

It’s impossible within a few words to encapsulate all the
highlights from over four decades of performances, the
first of which was a short Victorian melodrama called ‘Hiss
the Villain’, followed then by around 140 productions.
Along the way we also regularly took part in an annual
county-wide drama festival where we were lucky enough
to win on several occasions; entertained a number of WI
groups and once, were asked (and agreed) to perform in a
church; unfortunately, the promised UK tour never
followed.

The Players gained a well-earned reputation for slick,
accomplished shows with fantastic scenery and sets

Final curtain for the
Jubilee Players

By Neil Phillips
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COLTISHALL COMMONS
MANAGEMENT TRUST

Registered Charity Number 279903

Excerpt from the Minutes of the
Meeting on 16th December 2021

Following a generous donation from Broadland District
Council, Trustees thought a picnic bench suitable for
wheelchair users would be a useful addition to Lower

Common, and are in the process of sourcing one made of
recycled plastic, which will be maintenance-free. A further
two new benches for Lower Common are being donated
from families commemorating relatives.

Pot-holes on the car park will require attention when the
weather allows. Parking issues continue to cause
problems on Upper Common, and the Trust is considering

various options. The Parish Council had installed a bench
on Upper Common, and Nigel Noble’s family had donated
another bench overlooking the marshes, in memory of him
and his wife Liz who sadly passed away last September.

Hedges at Ling Common have been trimmed back and
now look much better.

A tree survey, carried out in the summer, had highlighted
work needed to trees on all three Commons. This will be
done shortly, prior to the nesting season. A Picus Report
commissioned by the Trust on the black poplar at Upper
Common confirmed that there is no significant decay and
as the crown had previously been reduced the structural
integrity of the tree is not compromised.

Trustees were invited by the Parish Council to attend an
event at the Village Hall where a memorial Plaque would
be presented to the community by Her Majesty’s Deputy
Lieutenant in recognition of the work done by local
organisations during the pandemic.

Barbara Elvy, Clerk

This month Ecowarrior has been
thinking about ways to save the
planet in our homes and I’ve

decided there’s one topic which needs
to be addressed above all others and
that is FOOD WASTE.

We throw away lots of perfectly edible
food – three times that needed to feed
the all the world’s hungriest people. A
recent UK survey by WRAP estimated
that this includes an annual 20 million
slices of bread, 4.4 million potatoes,
86,000 lettuces and 3million glasses
of milk!

Why worry about it? Because this
wasted food results in huge emissions
(up to 10% of our total!) of greenhouse
gas from its production, transport and
decomposition. Also, because we’re
wasting up to £700 per family per year
on this wasted food.
What can we do to? Here are 8 ideas:

Make a Plan: Make weekly meal
plans and build shopping lists on
them. Check cupboards and fridge
before you shop so you know just
what you need and don’t overshop.
Don’t shop when you’re hungry!

Know the difference between Use-
By and Best-Before dates: Use-By
is about safety, it’s the date by which

the food should be eaten. Put short
Use-By date food at the front of the
cupboard or fridge and make sure it’s
eaten by that date. Best-Before
dates are about food quality. Many
foods are still perfectly edible and
safe after the Best-Before date – in
fact Morrisons has removed Best-
Before dates on its fruit and veg so
that customers can make up their
own minds about its freshness.

Embrace Wonky Fruit and Veg: So
much wonky produce (up to 40%!) is
thrown away before it even gets to
the shops because supermarkets
don’t want it. Yet wonky produce is
just as good for us and may even
taste better than perfect specimens.
Supermarkets are beginning to sell
more misshapen produce now and
sell it for less – so really it’s a win-win
- for us and the planet.

Buy Mixed-Weight Eggs: We all
seem to want large eggs, which
means that many small and medium
eggs are wasted. Buy a box of
mixed-weight eggs, which are
cheaper by-the-way, and adapt your
recipes.

Think about Portions: Try weighing
rice, pasta and vegetables for

example, so you don’t cook too much
and end up throwing it away.

Embrace leftovers: Put portions of
leftovers into reusable containers or
plastic bags and look for ‘leftovers’
recipes online. Don’t forget to label
and date them before you pop in the
freezer! Make a Freezer List and keep
it updated so you know exactly what’s
in there.

Think Ahead: Try pickling, freezing
and preserving if you have a glut of
something in the garden.

Get Composting: Start a compost
heap with peelings/tea leaves/coffee /
eggshells etc to complete the circle of
life of soil-to-crop-to soil. Broadland
District Council encourages home
composting and has good offers on
various compost bins.

You CAN be a Food Waste Hero! Find
out more at :

www.wrap.org.uk

www.refood.co.uk and
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

Any comments? Contact Ecowarrior at
ecowarrior@themarlpit.com

Reducing food waste
ecowarrior@themarlpit.com

£10,250
to local good causes
using our MADL fund

ROYS
EST. 1895

www.roys.co.uk
Stalham Road, Wroxham 
NR12 8DB
01603 782131

Open 7 days a week 
& late night opening

Over 1000 FREE parking spaces
Please see our website for full details

£45,800
for 179 different

charities & good causes

Investor in Wildlife

We took 20p from each sale of bee themed products 
in our August housewares leaflet to donate an 
amazing £500 to the Norfolk Wildlife Trust!

We donated £1000, using money raised from sales of grocery 
products on the MADL scheme, to Wroxham Church Hall to 
help repair the roof and repaint the building exterior.

£29,000
for good causes with

the plastic bag charge
Combining the proceeds from the 10p carrier bag 
charge and events through the year our stores have all 
made great contributions to their Charities of the Year

INVESTING IN OUR 
Local Community

2021 REVIEW

26 27



28

Horstead with Stanninghall
Parish Council

By Suzanne Hall, Parish Clerk
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With the rise of the Omicron Covid Variant prior
to Christmas the Council quickly launched the
‘Local Discretionary Hospitality Grant’ in mid-

December to support Hospitality businesses which
experienced cancellations and reduced group
bookings linked to increased concerns and the lack of
public confidence due to rising number of cases of
Omicron variant.

Grant funding of up to £1,000 is available to pubs,
restaurants, cafes, wedding and other function
venues. There is also money available to other
businesses that are being significantly impacted, such
as those heavily dependent on foreign travel and
those directly in the supply chain to catering
businesses who have a loss of more than 20% of
their anticipated revenue. This funding comes from
the remainder of Councils ‘Additional Restrictions
Grant Funding’.

On the 21 December the Government announced an
additional financial support package for Hospitality &
Leisure businesses who have been impacted by the
Omicron variant of £1 Billion. These one-off grants of
up to £6,000 per premises will be administered by the
Council,. The scheme opened in January and the
closing date for applications is 28 February 2022.

Cllr. Jo Copplestone
Cllr.jo.copplestone@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk

Portfolio Holder for Economic Development

Details of the scheme are available on the Council
Website www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk.

North Norfolk District
Council has advised
Consultees their Local
Plan is due to be
published for public
consultation in
January 2022. Despite
meeting Mark Ashwell
of NNDC back in June
last year to discuss
traffic congestion on
the B1150, reports from
the traffic survey (which
took place last Summer),
which we expected to see early last
Autumn have still not been made available to
Broadland’s Place Shaping Manager. Broadland
Council endorsed the Norfolk Strategic Planning
Framework in May last year, which sets out the duty
to cooperate cross border with other Norfolk Councils,
disappointingly this demonstrates the lack of
cooperation from NNDC on this matter.

I hope you all stay safe and well!
Cllr Jo Copplestone

Ed: See our story on traffic on page 4

If you wish to speak to us we
can be contacted via the
Parish Council website, email

us at horsteadclerk@gmail.com
or telephone 07476 952824. If
you do leave a message, please
remember to leave your name
and contact number so we can
get back to you.

Meetings
We are back to face to face
meetings. The next Parish Council
meeting is on 9 February at 6pm in
the Tithe Barn. Members of the
public are invited to attend the
meetings and we would love to see
you there.

Traffic through Horstead and
Coltishall
You will find an article in this edition
of the Marlpit about the ongoing
traffic issues in our villages. Our
issues are likely to get worse as
more housing is built in North
Walsham. Early last year North
Norfolk District Council
commissioned a report which
supposedly looked into this issue.
The letter that Bill Musson has
submitted was discussed between
the Councillors and with Cllr Jo
Copplestone, who was present at
our Parish Council meeting. Jo
advised that Broadland District
Council are also having difficulty in
obtaining the report from North
Norfolk District Council. She
voiced concerns about cross
border co-operation both in terms
of sharing information between
Councils and the provision of
solutions. It was agreed that an
email be sent to Phil Coutier at
Broadland District Council asking
that the matters mentioned in Bill
Musson’s letter be escalated.

Planning
Planning permission 20212287
was discussed. This relates to
Randells, Norwich Road, Horstead
- Certificate of lawfulness (existing)
to establish that development was
implemented in breach of
conditions 4, 6, 8 and 9 of

permission 20060481 and has
become lawful through the
passage of time. These conditions
relate to access onto the site and
would have involved blocking off
the two existing entrances and
creating a new entrance on Mill
Road. This application raised a lot
of questions. Councillors asked
why the conditions were not
enforced back in 2006/7? If access
were to be moved to Mill Road
would this create issues with the
drainage ditch? Have Highways
been consulted? While the
number of vehicles entering/
leaving the site is low there have
been minimal issues. However if
the premises are occupied by a
business where there is more
vehicle movement this could
change. The Councillors could also
see issues with an access point on
Mill Road as traffic from Mill Road
already has trouble getting onto
the roundabout. The Councillors
have asked that an expert opinion
is sought before any decision is
made.

Speedwatch
Speedwatch sessions have
restarted following a break for
Christmas. Approval is being
sought to carry out speedwatch in
20MPH zones in Norfolk. If you
are interested in joining the
Speedwatch teams please
contact Mr Jones at
chjhspc@gmail.com

SAM2
The SAM2 has just returned to
Coltishall. The latest data from
Horstead has been shared.

Horstead Pond
A multi-stemmed Alder has been
pollarded and the wood which
was removed will be used for
wildlife habitats at the site.
Mr Jones has been informed that
the ironwork in the gully from
Glebe Way to the pond, which is
part of the drainage system, is
going to be replaced.

Highways issues
The Highway Rangers will be
visiting the village again in the
week starting 14 February. We
will ask them to look at the
following issues: Standing water
on B1150 by Beverley Farm
needs to be looked at, Road
markings on Recruiting Sergeant
roundabout need re-painting,
Stanninghall Road and Heggatt
Road grips need to be cleared.
Potholes especially on Green
Lane need to be repaired.
.If you spot any issues with the
Highways such as potholes, you
should report them directly to
Highways via the Norfolk County

Council website https://
www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/roads/report-a-problem.
If issues remain unresolved the
Parish Council will follow them
up.

Horstead Mill
Work is continuing to set up a
facility for people to make
donations to support the upkeep
of the Mill. It was decided not to
set up a friends group at this point
in time, however this will be
reviewed depending on the level
of donations and if it provides
further funding opportunities.

Playground
Until the Spring Mr Jones is
carrying out fortnightly
inspections of the playground. He
usually posts a photo on the
community Facebook page when
he has completed this.
If you see anything amiss at the
playground please let us know.

Date and time of next :
Parish Council Meeting -

Wednesday 9 February at 6pm in
the Main Hall of the Tithe Barn on

Rectory Road, Horstead.

Hoveton, Wroxham and District
Gardening Club

Due to the rise in Covid numbers the committee
decided to cancel theJanuary meeting. Hopefully
we can hold our AGM plus... on 4 February 7.30pm at
the Hub, Norwich Road Wroxham. As I write this we
are not sure what may be happening and if you were
thinking of joining us perhaps you could ring me on
01603 782041 or email pculley29@gmail.com as it is
impossible to contact who may attend. Sorry if this
causes any inconvenience - difficult times !
Look after yourselves - it will soon be spring.

Many thanks, Pam Culley

Wroxham Flower Club
Wroxham Flower Club Wednesday 9 February 7.30pm

at the Church Hall, Norwich Road, Wroxham.

The demonstrator is Elizabeth Robertson who is making
arrangements called “Me, my family and other animals”.

Flower arrangements are raffled and refreshments are
available.

For further information please ring Rosie Howell on
07539 764196.

Films at Frettenham Village Hall
Doors open at 6.45pm. Films start at 7.30pm. Entry £5
which includes 5 raffle tickets. Licensed bar available.
Details from Alison Brown on 01603 737504.

Friday 25 February NOWHERE SPECIAL (12A)

Starring James Norton as a 35-year-old window cleaner
who has dedicated his life to bringing up his son
Michael (Daniel Lamont) after the child’s mother left
them soon after giving birth. When John is given only a
few months to live, he attempts to find a new, perfect
family for his four-year-old son.

Buxton & District WI
Our next meeting is on Thursday 10 February at 7.30pm
at Buxton Village Hall, when our speaker will be local
author, Chris Crowther. Chris will talk about writing his
detective novels which are set in the Norfolk Broads and
will also have some of his books for sale.

On 10 March our speaker is Ros Peedie on the Mustard
Seed Quilters and Quilt Tour of Japan.

Visitors are always welcome, free with refreshments
provided. If you would like further information about our
WI please contact Vereen Marcer on 01603 279457 or
email vereen.marcer@gmail.com
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Coltishall Parish Council
By Taila Taylor, Parish Clerk

Clerks Report – 11 January 2022
Parish Council Meeting

Item 5a – Having received an update from Cllr
Copplestone on the Rectory Road development
(application 20201627) there was agreement to
reiterate the Parish Council’s objections and to attend
the planning committee meeting on Wednesday 26t

January 2022 to make representation.

Item 10a – Following Cllr James Matthews’ attendance
at a webinar on flooding and developing a local
emergency plan it was agreed to develop our own plan
for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting on
Tuesday 1 February.

Item 11 – There was general agreement amongst
members to support a speeding pledge to tackle
speeding in the village. This would be open to the
community to participate in, and on signing the
pledge, members of the public would be provided a
speed awareness sticker which could be displayed on

bins. This item will be reappearing on February’s
agenda for further discussion and consideration of
costs.

12 – Following a resident’s request a £100 budget
was set by Councillors to plant naturally grown
bluebells at sites that have public access in the parish.

13 – The Parish Council accepted an offer made by
the Norfolk Youth Offending Team to carry out some
unpaid work in the community. Suggested works
included some maintenance work staining the bowling
green fence and some leaf sweeping to help clear a
few footpaths in the village. There is still time for
Councillors to consider other tasks to put forward and
residents are welcome to make their own suggestions
which can then discussed.

The next Coltishall Parish Council meeting will be
held on Tuesday 1 February at 6.30pm in the
Church Rooms, Rectory Road, Coltishall NR12
7HP.
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Coltishall and Horstead WI
We had a very good December at the WI as 16 of us got together for an excellent lunch at The

Beechwood Hotel in North Walsham. We were well looked after and thoroughly enjoyed it. We were
also able to have our monthly meeting which was Three’s Company: Countdown to Christmas - various

items with a Christmas theme, after which we had some Christmas food. This was all very entertaining and the
food went down well too. The lovely thing about all these was it felt like normal again. I know there is a way to
go yet but there seems to be some optimism from the specialists so let us hope for a good 2022.

Currently I am looking forward to our January speaker, Juyna Lewis,
regarding teaching in a local prison. I think this will be very interesting.

Below are the next two events on our agenda. I hope you will come
along and join us as you will be assured a warm welcome.

Next month, as things are at last beginning to get back to normal, I will
hopefully have the events planned for the rest of the year so you will
be able to see a lot more things we have organised.

• Wed 16 February 2.30pm Julie Porter: Murder Mystery Hour.

• Wed 16 March
2.30pm Bingo and Beetle Drive with amazing prizes (or at least
some chocolates and biscuits!)

Your first visit is free. We usually meet from 2.30 to 4.30pm at the
Church Rooms, Rectory Road, Coltishall on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month. We will be very happy to see you there.

Please contact me, Sue Dye, on 01603 738003 if you need
more information.

Barnwell Print Ltd - Norfolk’s first Certified Carbon
Balanced Publication Printer since 2012

Award-winning Barnwell Print Ltd is renowned nationwide for their
superior printed products, outstanding customer service and
environmental care through Carbon Reduction and Sustainable

products. Julian and Lincoln Barnwell are the fourth generation owners of
this family business which was established in 1840. (In fact Barnwell Print
is the oldest family-run printing company in the UK!)

Julian and Lincoln’s love of diving explains their passion for nature and the
planet, which filters down through the entire business and out to their clients. Global warming and CO2
emissions have for some time been at the forefront of their minds when considering the way that the
business operates.

Carbon Balancing is delivered by The World Land Trust (an ecological charity) who balance (offset)
emissions through the preservation of forests which are both threatened, and considered to be of very
high conservation importance. The benefits are much wider than just carbon reduction, protecting
local flora and fauna and endangered species too. Sir David Attenborough is a patron. More
information can be found at www.worldlandtrust.org

Through this scheme Barnwell Print Ltd offers its customers the opportunity to offset all unavoidable
production carbon emissions on their printed products, this also includes the paper. A bespoke World
Land Trust Carbon Balanced Print logo and certificate are supplied for conformity. This is
Complemented with the ethical approach to purchasing paper sourced from managed and sustainable
forests specifically produced for the printing industry.

We are delighted to be working with The Marlpit to ensure that the magazine you enjoy is being
produced as sustainably as possible.

Wroxham Social Club

May we begin by wishing you all a Happy New
Year as there was no magazine in January. The
days are getting longer so hoping for weather to

be kind and not stopping us from getting out and about.

As always, the Club is open to all on a Saturday
evening, non-members welcome to attend our Social
Programme - see below for February.

Our Snooker team are flying high in the League, and we
are preparing for the Bowls Season starting in May. If
you are interested in either of these games, then do
please get in touch for more information. You can play
either Snooker or Bowls on a leisure basis, we do not
expect you to be Competition level, but to enjoy at your
own pace.

We are in the process of buying a new Table Tennis
Table, so looking forward to that, again if you are
wanting to play make contact.

The Bar Lounge is a warm and welcoming space
offering tea/coffee as well as drinks.

Our programme for Wednesday afternoons and
Saturday evenings has been done for February and
March. Please look on our Website or Facebook page
for information about the events that are taking place.
Wednesday afternoons are a very informal affair when
you will be made very welcome with tea and cake and
various games/quizzes to enjoy, or just to have a chat.

Some of the events etc lined up for the next couple of
months are Beetle Drive, Play your Cards right, Who’s
in the Bag, Card Games, Trivial Pursuit, Hoy, Getting to
Know you, Bingo, and of course Bar Quizzes when you
may order Takeaway Food to enjoy mid Quiz.

Please get in touch and we will be happy to help.

Linda Iaccarino (Club Secretary) tel 01603 435284 or
mob 07818 817505, email linda@stokemill.co.uk
Facebook Wroxham Social Club, website
www.wroxhamsocialclub.org

Wed 2 Feb Beetle Drive 2pm Tea and cake
Sat 5 Feb Bar Quiz 7 for 7.30pm Takeaway Order on night
Wed 9 Feb Play your cards right/Hoy 2pm Tea and cake
Sat 12 Feb Getting to know you 7.30pm
Wed 16 Feb Who’s in the Bag? 2pm Tea and cake
Sat 19 Feb Bingo 7.30pm 7.30pm
Wed 23 Feb Cards 2pm Tea and cake
Sat 26 Feb Bar Quiz 7 for 7.30pm Takeaway Order on night
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Abelated Happy New Year to one and all. I hope
as you read this you all managed to meet family
over the Christmas period and survived the

Omicron onslaught.

As I reported last year, our club supported four of our
primary schools who entered the Lions ROAR 2021
competition in conjunction with the Education
Company 8 Billion Ideas. Teams of pupils from each
school had to submit an idea, which involved a video
presentation, a jingle and a model. The winning team
from each school then went forward into a national
competition. We are pleased to announce that
Rackheath Primary School won the ‘Best Model’ entry
at the national level. Our congratulations to the
winning team and all those who participated.

You’ll be aware that we resumed our outings with
Santa and his sleigh over the Christmas period and
trust that Santa gave you all the presents you asked
for. We’d like to thank all those who donated money
to our elves, which is greatly appreciated. This
Christmas was a first for the Club, as we have now
gone hi-tech and can accept debit and credit card
donations. The total amount raised this year was
£3,396.06 which will help us continue to support
charities and good causes. From our existing funds
during December we donated money to The
Salvation Army, St Martins Housing Trust, Norfolk
Surviving Winter and the Food Bank in Norwich – all

charities that help those less fortunate, especially
over what can be a very stressful period.

After a somewhat quiet 2021 we hope to be holding
further Craft Fayres, opening the precinct tombola
and, of course, our Lions Charity shop will be in full
swing. Our mobile tombola, football game and Luv a
Lion pegboard will, I’m sure, be visiting fetes. The
highlight of the year will be the Hoveton Charity
Village Fete (Sunday 7 August), providing we can
gain access to the Village Hall, and Santa will be out
and about once again on his Sleigh runs.

Please continue to support the Lions Shop in the
Hoveton precinct. Good quality bric-a-brac and/or
clean clothing are always needed, so please bring
them along, or contact the shop on 01603 783737 for
us to collect. Would you like to volunteer to help in
the shop? If so, drop into the shop and talk to a
member of staff or ring Lion Terry on 01603 784093.

Our small happy band of Lions are always on the
lookout for new members. If you would like to take
those first steps into joining a marvellous, forward-
thinking, internationally-renowned organisation, or
just help out as a Friend of the club, we’ll be happy to
hear from you. For more information please ring
me on 01603 781310, or our Membership
Chairperson Lion Lydia Spight on 07503 221485.

You can follow us on Facebook or our website. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club
By Lion Mick Holden, President

We start the year by announcing that Doreen
Snelling will be stepping down after 14 years
of voluntary service to this charity. She

performed the duties of chair and secretary,
coordinated and arranged the health and safety
requirements, the cleaning, and the purchase of
consumables, represented the charity at Parish Council
meetings, and arranged the village hall bookings and
key collection; plus was ‘on call’ to deal with any issues
of fellow trustees and service users.

At a small informal gathering at the village hall Doreen
was presented with a plaque from the trustees in
recognition of her work, which is displayed on the
Board of Thanks in the hall. She will be sorely missed!

The committee of CVH&RG at present are Michael
Spinks, Kevin Fisher, Ted McCarter and myself;
currently acting in our roles until our AGM in March
(details below), and I will be taking on the duties
previously performed by Doreen. Though low in
numbers, we are a positive and proactive group who
have made a real difference to the village assets in
recent times. Renovating the village hall has delivered
a fit for purpose main hall and has helped secure the
future of the preschool by providing them with suitable
accommodation to hire, while improvements to the

football pavilion and playing field include the recent
addition of a pathway to aid safe passage to school in
muddy conditions.

We would love to welcome some new committee
members. The objects of the charity are to provide
and maintain the village hall and recreation grounds
for use by parishioners, in particular older people and
children. The young of our parish benefit much from
our facilities, so it is our aim to focus more on serving
the older members of our community. If you have a
few hours to spare and would like to get involved,
please call or email, or come along to the AGM and
speak to us there.

Michelle Thackham, Trustee, CVH&RG
mthackham@hotmail.com 07747 708400

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General

Meeting of Coltishall Village Hall and Recreation
Ground will be held at Coltishall Village Hall on

Wednesday 30 March at 7pm. The agenda will be
published 21 days prior to this, and will be

available to view on the public notice boards, or by
requesting a copy.

Coltishall Village Hall and Recreation Ground
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Swimmers from the North Norfolk Vikings
Swimming Club have qualified for the County
Championships to be held later in February at the

UEA.

Chloe Jackson (left) will
swim in no fewer than
six events. Her main
focus will be on her
freestyle where she
qualified first for the
400m. The Norwich
High School student
swam sixteen lengths
of the UEA pool to
achieve a time of
6:24.67 finishing in fifth
place. In the 200m she
finished ahead of fellow

Viking Jess Seamark by just over a second, completing
the course in 2:51.18, and subsequently qualified in the
100m in 1:15.63.

Chloe will also compete in the 200m Individual Medley
(an event where swimmers do all the four strokes in one
race), and the 50m and 100m butterfly. Chloe, who has
only recently moved over to the club and travels a 27
miles round trip to the Victory Pool in North Walsham

said: “I have found that Vikings are a very welcoming
club and I want to do well for them.”

Also qualified are twin brothers Zak and George
Edridge (pictured below) from Tunstead who are
looking forward to a head-to-head in the 100m
breaststroke, and Ashley Jones in the 50m freestyle.

Club Chairman Sarah Buchan reported at the club’s
AGM that it had been a very successful year despite
Covid, and more youngsters have been attracted to
swim with the Vikings. Sarah is looking forward to
another successful year.

Swimmers bid to be county champs
By John Holden

The Good Neighbour volunteers would like to wish all our clients a very happy and healthy new year.

Our Christmas lunch at the Old Rectory Hotel, Crostwick
was enjoyed by 42 people attending (see photos below).
Thank you to the Horstead Trust for their donation towards
this outing.

The Good Neighbour volunteers are busy planning the tea
parties and an outing for 2022.

Our first tea party for 2022 will take place on Thursday 10

February from 2pm to 4pm in the Church Rooms in
Coltishall. We welcome all to attend and if you
require transport please call 07799 277455. Raffle
prizes welcome.

Please continue to recycle your glass at the Red
Lion bottle bank as Good Neighbours benefit from
this.

New volunteers are always welcome, please call
07909 980768 to find out more. We are here to
help.

Good Neighbours By Julie Douglass



Put the kettle on and sharpen your
pencil for our February quiz. No prizes

- but answers on page 46.

1. Two countries in the world have
populations of over one billion.
Name them.

2. How many men have walked on
the moon?

3. London Bridge now stands in
which American state?

4. Inspector Lestrade featured in
which series of books?

5. Which Asian country has the
longest coastline?

6. What is the correct name for the
‘sea cow’?

7. Name the smallest planet in the
solar system?

8. The Latin word ‘tempus’ means
what in English?

9. Who played the ninth Dr Who?

10. Who is the longest reigning UK
King?

11. What is actor Michael Caine’s real
name?

12. Name the capital of Bulgaria?

13. What is the main constituent of
Pewter?

14. What is Boris Johnson’s first
name?

15. The pub in Emmerdale is called
what?

16. Which spice is the most valuable
in the world?

17. What is the currency of Sweden?

18. Who was Henry 8th’s last wife?

19. Formerly called Brimstone, what
is it now called?

20. How many centimetres are there
in a metre?

As we start the New Year a
quick look back at some of
the highlights of 2021:

While many events in the first half
of the year were cancelled we did
manage a very successful classic
car event at Wroxham Barns in
September and look forward to
repeating it, even bigger and
better, in 2022. We also manned
the gates at the popular Masham
show and several of our members
put in a lot of time volunteering at
the Covid vaccination centre at
Hoveton village hall.

We finished the year on a high
with a very successful visit to local
villages and to Tesco’s in Stalham,
accompanied by Santa, and
received very generous support
and met some lovely and excited
youngsters!

We have made substantial
donations to many local charities
as a result, including the East
Anglia Air Ambulance, Nelson’s
Journey, the Nancy Oldfield Trust,
Fresh Start New Beginnings, and
the Norwich Food Bank. We have
also supported Rotary’s own
charity the Rotary Foundation,
which in turn has helped finance a
borehole project we are running
for a school in Zambia, and the
End Polio now campaign. We
have held local litter picking
events, planted crocuses in
several villages in support of End

Polio Now, and even erected the
Christmas tree on Granary
Staithe, Hoveton.

We are currently meeting on
Zoom while the Omicron variant
is at its peak but hope soon to
return to face to face meetings at
Wroxham Barns.

You can support us and the
many local and international
charities we donate to, through
the Broadland Council Lottery
Scheme. Visit
www.communityatheartlottery.c
om and sign up, selecting
Wroxham Bure Valley Rotary
Club as your chosen cause. You
can also support us directly by
visiting our page on the
www.totalgiving.co.uk website.

Alternatively you could come
along to one of our meetings to
find out more about us, and
maybe even join us and our many
and varied activities.

Meantime, we hope everyone
stays safe and remember, in the
true Rotary spirit of “Service
above Self” we have members
ready and willing to help out in
the local community wherever the
need arises. If you fancy joining
us for a vibrant, sociable, active,
and fun club experience, please
contact myself, our president,
Peter Milsted, on
01603782733/07850742337.

WHB Twinning Association

Not much to report still, I’m afraid, but our French friends in La
Pommeraye and Montjean-sur-Loire are still hoping to visit this
year, 11-16 August, and we do hope that they can start the ball

rolling soon. We would love to have some more social occasions with
our members also, Covid permitting, our usual post-Christmas meal,
perhaps a bit later than normal.

Book Club continues on Zoom for the time being probably until the
better weather, and we finished last year with Aileen’s “A Gentleman in
Moscow” by Amor Towles in December, which most of us really enjoyed.
January was Christine’s choice of “Sarah’s Key” by Tatiana de Rosnay,
a very moving book, set mainly in Paris. Pat can supply more
information for now on 01603 782375 or
pat.barkergreen@btinternet.com

For any more information please contact us, via Peter, on 01603
782733 or peter_c_milsted@talk21.com

Wroxham and Bure Valley
Rotary Club

By Peter Milsted

 

 
 

 

If you need Transport to 
get to any Medical 

Appointment.                 

01603 784 455  
Our service takes anyone 

registered at Hoveton Medical 
Practice and live in our 

surrounding villages also anyone 
living in our villages that are 

registered at Coltishall Surgery.  

 
 

WROXHAM, HOVETON & 
BELAUGH VOLUNTARY 

COMMUNITY CARE 
TRANSPORT 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

We have a team of volunteer drivers who are

prepared to take anyone in need of transport to a

medical appointment e.g doctors, dentists,

opticians, hospitals.

The areas we cover are for people registered at

Hoveton/Wroxham Medical Practice, e.g.

Salhouse, Rackheath, Horning, Tunstead, so if you

live in any of these surrounding villages, you will

be able to use our service. We also take patients

registered at Coltishall Surgery who live in the

Wroxham/Hoveton area. We do make a nominal

charge, depending on the distance, to cover the

drivers’ fuel cost.

We do have wheelchairs available but you must

have sufficient mobility to get in and out of the car

as none of our vehicles are wheelchair accessible.
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Questions
By Richard McGreevy



Acombination of the weather and Covid played
havoc with fixtures during December. The
Women’s team haven’t been able to play since

mid-November, while the reserves and U/18 played just
twice each. However the first team remained unbeaten
in their three matches and not only regained top spot
after Gorleston slipped up but also progressed in the FA
Vase and the Norfolk Senior Cup with victories over
Buckhurst Hill and Norwich United respectively. The
former was a five-goal thriller with The Yachtsmen
overturning a 2-0 half-time deficit to win 3-2! The 1-0 win
over neighbours Norwich Utd in the Senior Cup was
much more convincing than the score suggested.
But it was nice to top the Thurlow Nunn League Table
at Xmas and New Year, ahead of Gorleston and
Mildenhall.

With postponements the position changed early in the
New Year as the Trafford Park pitch became
unplayable but we are still in a strong position to be
challenging for promotion at the end of the season.

January saw the first team at home in the FA Vase
4th Round (Anstey Nomads after original opponents
Walsall Wood were removed by the FA for fielding an
ineligible player) and Norfolk Senior Cup (Thetford) on
22 and 25 Jan respectively, as well as league games at
Trafford Park on 8 and 28 Jan too. Hopefully the team
can continue their good pre-Xmas form, but five weeks
off may make it difficult to maintain momentum. All the
same, we hope to be in the hat for both cup
competitions with the 5th round of the FA Vase (last 16)
due to be played on Sat 12 Feb 12 and Senior Cup
4th round on or around 17 Feb. Other League fixtures
to be played are Swaffham on Fri 18 Feb and Kirkley &
Pakefield on Tues 22 Feb, both 7-45 ko. So, plenty of

Pos Team P W D L GD Pts
1 Wroxham 21 17 1 3 54 52
2 Gorleston 21 16 3 2 34 51
3 Mildenhall 22 15 4 3 32 49

Coltishall Bowls Club
Remembering Brian Bell
Brian was a long-serving member of the Bowls Club. He was a member
from the early 1980s, and our Greenkeeper for 20 years. He held the
position of President for five years and, of course, he was a very keen
player.

Regretfully Brian passed away peacefully on the 16 November with his
family by his side. His funeral was held at St Faiths on 1 December. He
will be sadly missed both by the club and his Family.

Mike Warren, Secretary, Coltishall Bowls Club

opportunity to see the
lads in action, weather
and Covid permitting of
course!

The Reserves lost their
first game of the new
year narrowly away to Acle who scored the winner in
the last minute. They now have to ensure they can pick
up enough points to maintain their mid-table position in
the Anglian Combination Prem Division.

Wroxham Women after a strong start to the season
must now look to consolidate their position with eight
league games left to play. But they will be looking to
have a run in the Norfolk Womens’ Senior Cup.

The U/18s scored 14 goals in their two matches played
and look to have an unassailable lead in first place.
Their fixtures resume in February, and with only five
more games left to play. They will hope to have the
league sewn up during their four February games.

Off the pitch we are now planning for our summer
Junior five-a-side competition to be played at Trafford
Park on Saturday and Sunday 4-5 June. Also,
Wroxham Parish Council has asked us to host the
venue for a beacon to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Watch out for further details on both these
events and follow all Wroxham FC news on our
website www.wroxhamfc.club Twitter
@the_yachtsmen and Facebook.

Pos Team P W D L GD Pts
1 Wroxham 21 17 1 3 54 52

2 Gorleston 21 16 3 2 34 51

3 Mildenhall 22 15 4 3 32 49
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Wroxham Football Club
It’s nine weeks since the last article but,

consequent from the Christmas break
and two postponements caused by

Covid, the Vikings have played just four
matches with victories over Tunbridge Wells
(away 26-10), Wimbledon (home 22 -19)
and Tring (home 29 -13), but a defeat at
Dorking 23-17. Dorking (63 points) remain
frontrunners in London & South East
Premier but below them it is tight: Hertford
(55), Sevenoaks (54), Vikings who have
played a game less (50), Wimbledon (47)
and Havant (45). The aforementioned was
the position ahead of the games on 15 January. At least
two sides are guaranteed promotion.

Both James Knight’s choices for the November and
December TaxAssist Accountants Players of the Month
were third year UEA Politics and International Relations
students. Whereas though Frank Scott has been at the
Club since he was aged nine, Matt Musindi, whose
family live in Kent, only joined in late 2020.

The Raiders’ season has been bedevilled by opponents
cancelling fixtures. Matters should improve once Phase
2 of their League begins 29 January when, as winners of
Eastern Counties One North, they are pitted against the
top two sides from the South & West sections:
Cambridge 3rds, Ipswich 2nds, Shelford 3rds & Sudbury
2nds.

The Youth and Minis are back in action, with the former
looking forward to the Norfolk Cup competitions and the
latter the many Festivals held in the Spring. Over 150

girls from across the County were at Scottow
recently when the Valkyries hosted the
Norfolk 10s competition.

Havant, one of three sides to have defeated

the Vikings,
were due to
v i s i t
Scottow on
22 January.
The Vikings then have away fixtures at Sidcup and
Hertford, before playing Brighton at home on 12
February and Sutton away on the 19th. Raiders’ fixtures
yet to be finalised.

Pictures show
Valkyries (above)
and Under13s
(below) in action.
Photo: Richard
Polley

North Walsham Vikings
By Paul Morse
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By Chris Green

Pos Team P W D L GD Pts
1 Wroxham U18s 13 12 1 0 53 37
2 Gorleston U18s 10 7 1 2 27 22
3 Kirkley& Pakefield U18s AFC R 11 6 2 3 21 20

Wroxham Library
We are open 10am-7pm Tues-Fri, 10am-4.00pm Sat
and closed on Sun and Mon. Check our Facebook
page or call the library on 01603 782560 for
updates.

Thinking of starting up or growing your own
business? As a local Business and IP Centre, we have
free access to a wide range of business resources.
See www.norfolk.gov.uk/bipcnorfolk

Just a Cuppa every Tues 10.00–12noon. If you’re at a
loose end or want to get out of the house for a bit, come
along for a friendly chat over a cup of tea and a biscuit.

Story Explorers is a NEW reading adventure for
children aged 0-5 years now available at Wroxham
library! Reading to your child from birth can help to build
language and literacy skills, and our Story Explorers
club is the perfect way to get started. When you sign
up, you’ll get a welcome pack and reading map. Then,
as you reach new reading milestones, you’ll be able to
collect stickers and certificates along the way, as well
as info and top tips on books and activities suited to
your baby, toddler or pre-schooler. To sign up, simply
visit the library and speak to a member of staff.

Bounce and Rhyme sessions take place on Wed at
10.30am. Drop-in basis, however spaces are still limited.

Family History: Use our free access to Find My Past
any time the library is open. Drop-in on Wed and Fri
evenings between 4.00-6.00pm to get advice from
Diane, our family and local history expert. Please
contact the library first to confirm the sessions are
running on 01603 782560.

Housebound Library Service
If you are unable to get out to the library to get your
library books, we can bring them to you! Call the library
on 01603 782560 for further details.

Reminders:
• Book one 60 or 120 minute session per day on a
computer, please contact the library on 01603 782560
• Return items through the drop box or self-service
kiosks
• Download the FREE Spydus app to check out books
on your smartphone
• Download eBooks, audio books, newspapers and
magazines by visiting www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
• Use our self-service Baby Weigh Scales on request.
• Borrow our Grab and Go children’s book bags for
families
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Please tell our advertisers you saw them in The Marlpit

To advertise in The Marlpit email
advertisingsales@themarlpit.com
or call Trish on 07718 065192 to
see how we can support your

business.
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Please tell our advertisers you saw them in The Marlpit

Teddy Bear Express
12th - 20th February

Free travel for every 
child (0-15) travelling 
on the Bure Valley 
Railway when 

accompanied by a full 
fare-paying adult. (Max 
2 children adult)

We have stacks of pre-owned books, records, cds, 
dvds, and jigsaws for all ages to take your fancy.

Please see our website for opening days and times.
www.bufferstopbooks.org.uk
Bufferstop Books Wroxham

February/March Opening Hours

Bure Valley Railway
Wroxham Station Belaugh Road Hoveton 

Norfolk NR12 8UU 
www.bufferstopbooks.org.uk  

bufferstopbooks@outlook.com   -   01603 510162 

Run by Friends Shop Volunteers

 Looking for help with finding the right 

mortgage?     

 

Ian Anderson is based in Wroxham and works with The David 

Hewson Practice who have been giving quality advice to their 

clients for over 30 years. Ian himself has been in financial 

services for over 20 years and he can advise on a 

comprehensive range of mortgages from across the market. 

Please contact 07770 753402 or 01603 783471 for a no 

obligation discussion. 

Email: ian@davidhewson.co.uk 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage 

The David Hewson Practice Ltd is an appointed representative of The Openwork Partnership, a 
trading style of Openwork Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. A Mortgage arrangement fee is payable on completion, typically this will be £295 

 

 

Remember February is a short month!
Deadline for content for the March issue of The Marlpit is Tuesday 8 February.
Please send your news, photos, letters, regular club updates and suggestions

for future features to compilation@themarlpit.com
Bookings, artwork and any queries on advertising please to

advertisingsales@themarlpit.com
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Please tell our advertisers you saw them in The Marlpit
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Please tell our advertisers you saw them in The Marlpit

Could you join our team?
Here at The Marlpit we’re always looking for new volunteers to join our small,

enthusiastic team. The Marlpit is growing, and that’s brilliant news for everyone
who lives in our villages and all the businesses who are increasingly using The

Marlpit to reach our lively, growing and engaged communities.

We are especially keen to hear from anyone who could help our advertising team
with general admin, book-keeping, invoicing and accounts.

If you feel you can help please contact Marlpit Chairman Paul Thomas on
01603 738582 or email chairman@themarlpit.com



Dear Friends
February has arrived with cold and wet weather, a time when we
all hope and pray for a bit of sunshine.The snowdrops should be

out, and a visit to the many wonderful woods is a treat during this
season of hope and expectancy.

A place I love to visit is Walsingham Abbey, the snowdrops are
magnificent at this time of year.
Walsingham is one of those thin places, where heaven meets earth, a
place which offers us time to wander, ponder and take stock of the year
that has been and what is ahead.
Why not take some time to visit the Abbey grounds but also the Shrine,
light a candle, say a prayer, find some spiritual rest?

Closer to home, our Sunday Services at St Ed’s Badersfield continue on
the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 10.30am.

On Sunday 13 Feb at 10.30am at St Ed’s we are having a special St
Valentine’s service.
A Celebration of Love and Togetherness. Come with your beloved
to celebrate your relationship. Bring a photo that is significant to
you and your other half and join us for a glass of bubbly and some
cake after the service. All welcome and there is always provision
for the children.

Sunday 27 Feb will be a service of Holy Communion.This is a
contemporary service in the Celtic tradition. All welcome and there is
always provision for the children.

St Ed’s is at the heart of the Badersfield Community. Neighbours, if you
would like a visit from the vicar and pastoral help through difficulty, or
help with a funeral of a loved one, don’t hesitate in contacting me.
We also welcome all enquiries regarding weddings, baptisms, and
Christenings.

Every blessing.

Mother Shawn Marie SMMS
Priest in Charge St Edward’s Badersfield Community Church
Associate Priest within the Aylsham and District Team Benefice
Part time - working days Sunday, Monday and Friday (day off
Wednesday)
Mob 07788 420813 mthrshawntomlinson@gmail.com
http://www.aylshamteamministry.org.uk/

St Edward’s Badersfield
Community Church
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By Revd Chris Engelsen
Coltishall Group of Parishes
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Sponsored
floodlighting

St John the
Baptist Church,

Coltishall
Sponsored for the two weeks

beginning 6 February
by Chris and Linda Malpas. In

celebration of the birth of our new
grand-daughter

Ivy Linda Wendy Farrow

Sponsored for the week beginning 20
February 2022 by David and Judy

Francis in memory of

Dorothy Francis
If you’d like to sponsor the
floodlighting at Coltishall Church to
remember or celebrate a person,
anniversary, pet or event, please
contact Linda on 01603 738629 or
email lindamalpas@gmail.com We
ask for £10 per week which will be
used for the upkeep of our beautiful
Church.

Please note that for inclusion in The
Marlpit details of Floodlighting
Sponsors need to be with me by the
11th of the preceding month. Thanks.

By Mother Shawn-Marie Dear friends, I hope you all had a peaceful and
happy Christmas. At Church we enjoyed the
festive services with Carols at Coltishall

Church, and on Christmas Eve an outside Crib Service
with Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, and the Wee Donkey,
helped by children and their families. I myself had to
miss this, and the beautiful candlelit Midnight Mass at
Horstead along with Christmas morning at St John’s,
due to having to isolate as so many of us have had to.
A big thank you to my retired colleague Revd Richard
for standing in for me.

So let’s pray and take care to get through the Omicron
and make 2022 a year full of hope.

Come and worship with us…
Christingle Sunday 6 February 4.00pm at St John
the Baptist Church, Coltishall.
We can’t let the winter pass without the candle and the
orange as we celebrate the light of love and hope in
Christ. The collection is for the Children’s Society in
their work to support vulnerable young people.

Sunday Services in February
Holy Communion 11.00am at All Saints’ Church,
Horstead on 13 and 27 February
at St John the Baptist 20 February (Christingle 4.00pm
on the 6 Feb)

Presentation of Christ in the Temple – ‘Candlemas’
Please note that Sunday 30 January’s Holy
Communion service is at Hainford Church at 10.00am
as we join together to celebrate the feast of
Candlemas – again, welcoming the light of Christ. You
are invited to bring your household candles or torches
to be blessed, an old Candlemas tradition.

Feed the Soul
You may already be looking forward to pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday 1 March. The next day the feast
continues, as we begin the season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday 2 March. It’s a time to feed our mind,
heart, and soul. Bishop Graham invites all of us in the
Diocese of Norwich to be Prayerful Pastoral and
Prophetic. Let’s embrace these ‘3 Ps’ this Lent. All
welcome to join us for the signing of the cross with ash
on 10.00am on 2 March Holy Communion at St John
the Baptist Church, Coltishall.

Lent Meetings
This Lent I invite us to explore and make a ‘Rule of
Life’. Not to make a lot of ‘thou shalt nots’ nor dry dusty
rules (and we have had so many rules with Covid) but
to find together a life-affirming, joyful and hopeful path
to follow. It will be about care for one another and the
good Earth, about nourishing our spirit and
relationship with God, and enriching our lives. I take St
Benedict’s Rule as my inspiration.
So join us on Tuesday lunchtimes in Lent, starting 8
March, time 12.30pm, venue to be announced in next
issue of the Marlpit, and on Coltishall Group of

Parishes website and Facebook. If you would like to
come, can you let me know for numbers. Thank you.

We are here for You
Do contact me or my
colleague Revd. Keith
Dignum if you or anyone
you know (perhaps
housebound or ill or just
in need of a listening ear)
would like a visit from the
clergy. The whole
congregation is here to
pray with you and for
you. Also for info on
baptism, funerals, or
weddings, please do
contact:

The Reverend
Christopher Engelsen,
Rector 01603 737255
rector.coltgroup@gmail.com
The Reverend Keith Dignum, Associate Priest
07803 814688

Visit our website and see the Calendar of events
coltishallgroupofparishes.wordpress.com or
Facebook Page Coltishall Group of Parishes.

With my prayers and good wishes
Your friend and Rector, Christopher

Tithe Barn
Bottle Bank

plea
Please, if you are able, put

your bottles and jars in
the Horstead Tithe Barn

Bottle Banks.

The revenue from this goes to
the Horstead Tithe Barn, which
is much needed to help with
the costs of running such a
wonderful building and
keeping our hire charges low.

Thank you.



“Some day you will be old enough to start reading fairy
tales again.”

– C S Lewis in the dedication to The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe.

PART ONE

Once upon a time there was a palace of light, set on a
gentle hill at the head of a green and wide valley. The
palace reflected the glories of sun and of moon. Its
turrets and walls also glowed with their own light, as
though the palace was itself a star. The King could look
down from his tower across the whole of the valley,
tracing the shining curves of the great river right down to
the harbour and the shimmering sea beyond.

The valley was a place of sun and laughter. The rains fell
softly and the sun shone warmly and frequently. The
orchards were laden with fruit in its season and the
harvests were abundant and regular. Famine scarcely
visited that valley and the stores from years before were
sufficient when it did.

There was a great city, a little down the royal road from
the palace, and then another town at the harbour. Here
the King would send for great vessels from distant
shores to come with their spices and gems, baskets of
strange fruits and bolts of rich silks. These merchants
would trade their wares for the fruit and grain of the
fields. The foreign merchants always gave good prices,
for the King gifted the merchants fine wines from his
vineyards and stores of good food for their ships and
their homecoming. These he gave as gifts so that his
people would enjoy good prices and regular visits from
the galleons from afar.

At the May fairs the people would compete in archery
and races, with games and great feasts cooked over
fires in the fields. Though there were many skilled
archers in the valley, none could remember a time when
a bow had been drawn in battle, for it was a place of
peace and safety. That was not common in those days
and in that region. All around the valley the lands lay
under a deep and smothering darkness. The people of

the valley roamed far and wide across their hills and
fields but they never crossed the mountains.

Across the mountains lay the darkness. The peaks had
been raised mighty and high by the King and the
darkness was held at bay by their height and strength.
The few high passes were walled with the same honey-
coloured stone as the houses of the city, beautiful and
strong. They were gated with great doors of bronze,
studded with steel and decorated with silver.

From time to time there would come a great hammering
on the gates, and the wardens would draw back the bars
and, cautiously, open the gates to bring in a desperate
traveller, or perhaps a family or small group. Such folk
who had fled the darkness were wide-eyed and nervous,
fearful and broken in heart. The King’s command was
that they be brought to his palace and there he and his
son would tend them gently and with care and kindness.
Then the King would find them work and dwelling as
suited the needs and hopes of each.

The bards sung of a day, many ages gone, when it had.
Swift on the heels of a refugee from the darkness came
terrible creatures of night, with cunning eye and bared
fang. In terror the gate-wardens had shrunk back,
unused to war or danger and undone by the savagery
that came upon them. Then, the stories tell, the King’s
son came forth in fell wrath with sword bared. He stood
in the gate and drove back the beasts, heedless of their
teeth and with a song of light and laughter on his lips.
They fled, whimpering, before his majesty and joy. None
of their kind has dared to come close to the valley again.

That was not the only time the Prince was seen in the
valley. Often he would walk its lanes and stop to talk with
any he found along the way. He always had a cheerful
word and often a skin of good wine and a satchel of food
to make a meal with those he met. No children passed
him by without games played and sweet treats in their
mouths and sticky in their hands. At harvest he was
always among the reapers, working as hard as any and
singing as loud. The King and the Prince were loved by
their people, though perhaps none knew how deeply
they were loved in return.

Then came the change; the day the darkness seeped
into the valley… (con�nues in March)

Broadgrace Church meets on Sunday, 4pm at The River Rooms, Coltishall. You can
also join the meeting online using Zoom (details on our website www.broadgrace.org.uk)

This term our meetings will be based on the Bible book of Philippians, a great place to
come along and see something more of Jesus if you are curious.

We have groups for children, and discussion groups for those wanting to learn more about
Jesus Christ. You are welcome to join us.

Get in touch with John Hindley for more information:
email john@broadgrace.org.uk | call 07790 007390

By John Hindley

Wroxham and Hoveton
United Reformed Church
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St Helen’s Catholic
Church, Hoveton

Welcome to The Hub
Are you looking for somewhere to hire in Wroxham?

The Hub is on Norwich Road and is clean and
comfortable , with underfloor heating and WiFi.

There are two rooms, with kitchen and toilet facilities
and parking. Rates for hiring start from £8 for two
hours for the smaller room and £16 for the larger.

Why not contact us at hub@wroxhamurc.org.uk?
You will find more information on our website at

www.wroxhamurc.org.uk/the-hub/

Minister: Rev Ian Bloomfield
Email: minister@wroxhamurc.org.uk
Secretary: Lynne Howard 01603 738835
Email: lmhoward100@btinternet.com

We have fully reopened but are subject to any changes
in Covid restrictions. Please see our website for the
most up to date information www.wrourc.org.uk.

Do join us for any or all of the following services:
•6 Feb 10.30am Service including Holy Communion,
led by Rev Ian Bloomfield

•13 Feb 10.30am Service led by Rev Carole Pearl
•20 Feb 10.30am Service led by Rev Sue Seeley
•27 Feb 10.30am Service led by Mr Mike Gibbs

The church will be Covid secure, in line with
Government guidelines.

JAM (our Children’s Church) welcomes all children
aged 4-14 years. We meet from 10.15 to 11.45am in
the Church Hall on 13 Feb. We have Bible stories,
cooking, games, and lots of fun whilst learning more
about Jesus. Please contact Chris Billing
(chris.billing@ukbis.com)
or phone 01603 783992 for more details.

Horning Road West, Hoveton, NR12 8QJ
Priest in charge: Fr James Walsh • Tel: 01692 403258
www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com

Mass every week at 5.30pm on Saturday
(first Mass of Sunday). Every Wednesday at 9.30am

Social events include: Mother’s Union meets at 10.00am
every first Tuesday of the month. The ‘Drop In Club’ meet
at 10.00am every first Wednesday of the month. The
‘Fourth Wednesday Club’ meet at 11.30am every fourth
Wednesday of the month.

The Heartlight Prince

The Community Café meets for coffee and cake from
10.30am to 12noon on Thursdays.

We look forward to seeing friends old and new, after this
difficult time.

44



Directory
and Useful
Numbers

Quiz Answers
1 China and India. 2.12. 3. Arizona. 4. Sherlock Holmes. 5. Indonesia. 6.
Manatee. 7. Mercury. 8. Time. 9. Christopher Ecclestone. 10.George
3rd. 11.Maurice Micklewhite. 12. Sofia. 13. Tin. 14. Alexander. 15. The
Woolpack. 16. Saffron. 17. The Krona. 18. Catherine Parr. 19. Sulphur. 20.
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Our Representatives
Jerome Mayhew MP • The Stable,
Church Farm, Attlebridge NR9 5ST
01603 865763
Duncan Baker MP • Tudor House,
Grammar School Road, North Walsham
NR28 9JH • 0208 8956944
Fran Whymark (Norfolk County
Councillor) ¶ 48 Vera Road, Rackheath
NR13 6QN • 07907 163123
Jo Copplestone (Broadland District
Councillor) • Breck Farm, Swannington,
Norwich NR9 5TB • 01603 860840

Coltishall Parish
Councillors
coltishallpc.info
E: coltclerk@gmail.com
Richard Germany (Chair) • Church
Farm, 9 Great Hautbois Road, Coltishall,
NR12 7JW • 07919 511622
John Haschak (Vice Chair)
8 Hautbois Road, Coltishall, NR12 7JW
01603 611031
Taila Taylor (Clerk)
34 New North Rd, Attleborough NR17
2BJ • 07446 542156
Doreen Snelling • Red House, Church
Street, Coltishall NR12 7DJ
01603 737955
Michael Spinks • Alan’s View, 11
Frogge Lane, Coltishall NR12 7JT
01603 737332
Michelle Thackham • 7 Rectory Close,
Coltishall, NR12 7HJ • 07747 708400
Nicola Chaney • The Annex, Church
Farm, 9 Great Hautbois Road, Coltishall,
NR12 7JW • 07789 677873
Maggs Pyner • 6 The Grove, Rectory
Road, Coltishall NR12 7HG •
01603 736473
James Matthews • Grebe Cottage,
Church Street, Coltishall NR12 7DL
01603 568443
Coltishall Parish Council meets on the
1st Tuesday of the month at 6.30pm in
the Church Rooms, Rectory Road,
Coltishall

Horstead Tithe Barn
Now re-opening slowly & safely.
Pre-lockdown regular events will try to
re-open as soon as is safe and practical.
Monday • Badminton (7-10pm)
Carl Tipple • 01603 738399
Tuesday
Create & Share Craft Group
Sylvia Coward • 01603 737917 or 737609
(2nd Tues 2pm-4pm)
Broadland Chess Club
Paul Badger • 01603 737572
(7.30pm-11pm)
Wednesday
Tiddlers Baby & Toddler Group
John Hindley • 01603 737974
(10am-11.30am Term Time)
Horstead Parish Council Meeting
(2nd Wed 6-8pm)
Thursday
Zen Gong Baths (last Thursday in month
7-8pm) • Jackie Hewitt • 07519934091
Friday • Short Mat Bowls (7.30-9.30pm)
Carl Tipple • 01603 738399
Saturday
Craft Group (2nd Sat 10-4pm)
Karen Rhodes • 01603 861515
Bookings for the Hayloft
• £12.60 per 3-hour session or

£5.25 per hour for shorter periods

Bookings for the Main Barn
• Full or part-day sessions on Sat/Sun @

full day rate £200 9am-12pm (15 hrs).
• Part-day sessions £12 p/hr.
• Saturday evening session

(6pm-12pm) £100
• Mornings or afternoons on weekdays

@ £12 per hour with a minimum
booking of two hours.

• Bar by Request.
• Charge to regular (weekly) hirers:

£19.50 per 3-hour session, £78
per month or £936 per year.

• Full Weekend Wedding
Package Available.

For booking & enquiries:
Sue Blackburn • 01603 737495
E: sue@blackburn99.free-online.co.uk
www.horsteadtithebarn.wordpress.com

Directory
and Useful

Horstead &
Stanninghall
Parish Councillors
horsteadparishcouncil.org.u
k
E: horsteadclerk@gmail.com
Caroline Fleming (Chair) • Horstead
House, Mill Road, Horstead NR12 7AU
07771 655637
Tom Cain (Vice Chair) • 2 Patricia
Avenue, Horstead NR12 7EW
01603 736840
Suzanne Hall (Clerk) • 112 Norwich
Road, Horstead NR12 7EQ
07476 952824
Alan Browne • Holly Tree Cottage,
Mill Lane, Tunstead NR12 8HN
07789 967909
Sheryl Corp • 100 Norwich Road,
Horstead NR12 7EQ • 07734 597477
David Hales • 36 Tungate Way,
Horstead NR12 7EN • 07775 776628
Campbell Jones • 34 Tungate Way,
Horstead NR12 7EN • 01603 927592
Allan Kirby • Mill Cottage, Mill Road,
Horstead NR12 7AT • 07866 503664
Philippa Weightman • 1 Stanninghall
Cottages, Stanninghall Road, Horstead
NR12 7LY • 01603 737962
Diane Williams • 5 Robert Norgate
Close, Horstead NR12 7BT
01603 737719
Horstead with Stanninghall Parish
Council meets on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month at 6pm in the Tithe Barn,
Rectory Road, Horstead

Please email
compilation@themarlpit.com

to amend, add or delete
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Clubs & Associations
1st Buxton Lamas Sea Scouts
Paul Gillingwater • 01603 754631
1st Coltishall Brownies
Hayley Wild • 07391 762146
1st Coltishall Guides
Ellie Ashby• 07944 780421
Suzie Bielby• 07787 850198
1st Coltishall Rainbows
Joanna French • 07808 286293
1st Hoveton & Wroxham Sea Scouts
T Hughes • 01692 630688
Ashmanaugh & Barton Wanderers
Cricket Club • Bernie Everrett
abbanorfolk@gmail.com
Aylsham Chess Club
Jonathan Reeve • 01263 733744
aylshamchessclub@gmail.com
Badminton Club
Carl Tipple • 01603 738399
Broadland Chess Club
Paul Badger • 01603 737572
Broadland Tots2Teens Club
Nicola Pye • 01603 430525
Bure Valley Youth Football Club
Ted McCarter • 07760 424264
Buxton & District WI
Vereen Marcer • 01603 279457
Coltishall & Horstead Youth Forum
Mike Waren • 01603 738332
Coltishall & Horstead WI (Secretary)
Rosie Howell • 01603 737762
Coltishall Allotments Ass. (Chair)
Robert Oakes • 07789 763793
Coltishall Church Bellringers
Mike Gander • 01603 738788
Coltishall Commons Management
Trust • Barbara Elvy • 01508 558761
Coltishall Cricket Club
Kevin Fisher • 07849 275688
Coltishall Jags Running Club
Alan Groves • 01603 737262
Coltishall PF Bowls Club
Mike Warren • 01603 738332
Coltishall Labour Party
Stephen McNair • 01603 737830
Coltishall Tree Warden
Peter Croot • 01603 737427
Coltishall Village Hall & Recreation
Ground • Michelle Thackham
07747 708400
Community Lunch Club
Joan Milligan • 01603 737270
Coltishall Create & Share Craft
Sylvia Coward • 01603 737917
Friends of Colt & Spixworth Surgeries
Maureen Neal • 01603 897506

Films at Frettenham V Hall
Mike & Alison Brown 01603 737504
Forces2Canaries
Nev Townsend • 07917798494
Friends of Coltishall Church
Henry Bradshaw • 01603 738009
Hautbois Rangers
Emma Brown • 01603 898983
Horning Amateur Theatrical Society
Pauline Gedge • 01692 630554
Horning Bridge Club (Chair)
Ron Hunt • 01603 781416
Horstead Bowls Club (Secretary)
Paul Upton • 01603 266256
Horstead Tithe Barn Com Ass. (Chair)
Luke Blackburn • 07392 605735
Horstead Trust (Chair)
Tony Nicholls • 01603 737728
horsteadpoorstrust@gmail.com
Hoveton Wroxham & District
Gardening Club
Pam Culley • 01603 782041
North Norfolk Speakers Club
T Stuart • 07775 793999
Probus Club of Broadlands
Clive Lockyear • 01603 737431
RAF Coltishall Heritage Centre
Merv Cousens • 07933 396021
rafscht@btinternet.com
Rotary Club of Wroxham & Bure Valley
Jonathan King • 01603 784482
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes
(Llamas KC Lodge)
Bob Jennings • 01603 738335
Royal British Legion
Mr B Jordan • 01603 738325
Royal Naval Association
S/M Gus Honeywood •
secretary@rna-norwich.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls (Coltishall)
Dave Hurrell • 07833 336752
Nick Roger • 07484 248550
Spirit of Coltishall Association
(Secretary) • Jeff Ayling
secretary@spiritofcoltishall.com
Wellington Dance (Ballroom Dancing)
Dave Cox • 01603 737907
Wroxham and District U3A (Secretary)
Jan Barrington • 01603 712150
Wroxham Flower Club
Rosemary Howell • 07539 764196
Wroxham Folk Dance Club
Rod Purdy • 01603 897299
Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club
Ron Hill • 07753 382410
Wroxham, Hoveton & Belaugh
Twinning Association
Jane Monks • 01603 782496
Wroxham Social Club
Linda Laccarino • 07818 817505

Useful Numbers
Police (non-emergency) • 101
sntaylsham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
Broadland High School • 01603 782715
CrimeStoppers • 0800 111 8555
Coltishall Primary School • 01603 737481
Citizens Advice Bureau (Norwich)
03444 111444
Dial-A-Ride Community Transport
01692 500840
Coltishall Pharmacy • 01603 736784
Coltishall Surgery • 01603 737593
Coltishall Community Centre
01603 738435
Good Neighbour Scheme
07799 277455
Recruiting Sergeant (Defibrillator)
01603 737077
Post Office
Coltishall Village Hall car park, Mon only,
1- 2.15pm
Badersfield Convenience Store 01603
737654
Horning 39 Lower St 01692 630225

Coltishall Village Hall
Monday (Term time)
Rainbows (5.00-6.00pm)
Brownies (6.15-7.45pm)
Tuesday • Vibe Fitness (7-8.00pm)
Wednesday
Short Mat Bowls (Sept-April 7-9pm)
Thursday (Term time)
Urban Spec-Ops (6.15-7.15)
Bookings for Hall
• Regular hire £7.50 per hour.

Casual one-off hire £14
• Saturday and Sunday 9am-midnight

£200 • Evening 6pm-midnight £100.
For bookings and enquires:
Michelle Thackham • 07747 708400

Coltishall Church
Rooms
Monday • Girl Guides (6.30-8.30pm)
Tuesday • Coltishall Parish Council
(6.30-8pm) 1st Tuesday of the month
Wednesday • Community Lunch Club
(12.30-1.45pm) • Coltishall & Horstead
WI (3rd Wed 2.30-4.30pm)
Bookings for the Church Rooms
• Regular users: £6.50 per hour

£17.00 per 3-hour session
• Casual users (one-off use):

£11.00 per hour
For bookings and enquires:
Joan Milligan • 01603 737270
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