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Difficult times,
but locals, let’s
look forward to
a good future

Many of the residents in our community area are suffering disturbed
times from visitors to our community – particularly those in the
neighbourhoods of Horstead Mill and Coltishall common, plus roads
serving them. See our separate report and pictures.

We hope this will decline fast. Some of the visitors should be welcome –
for they have behaved properly. But some have not and local authorities
must rid us of them, or certainly their behaviour.

We hope this intensity of people here does not endanger a revival of risks
from the virus – and national events, Bournemouth, mass protests etc
really are big dangers. So we must thank goodness that hopefully life
here will be okay again soon.

Good news, we hope, arises from easing of activities and I am
delighted to confirm we plan to produce the August/September
issue of The Marlpit as a print edition –delivering it at the end of
July, early August – with more good news of our organisations,
events and local people. So, readers, send us your news and views.

Advertisers too – there is a decided revival in interest in buying,
particularly, apparently, the house-buying market where city-dwellers are
wanting to move to the country in quite some numbers.

Warm, even hot summer days have been welcome if you know where to
stroll, exercise, and even relax away from the trouble-spots. There are
quiet, lone walks where only the occasional local will hello you – I know,
it’s another great quality of living here.

Stay safe, enjoy life… and look forward to good times again, like we have
enjoyed in most of our past times, thankfully.

Paul Thomas and the Marlpit Team.

P3 MESSAGES FROM CHAIRMAN
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Never have Coltishall and Horstead
suffered such outrage. That appears
to be local feeling at the appalling
abuse by many visitors arriving at
Horstead Mill and Coltishall common
in the recent pandemic, seeking to
escape it and enjoy hot sunny
weather –and some of them
misbehaving.

Numerous calls, complaints and
incidents have been reported to us
from both areas, normally peaceful
and pleasant, enjoyed by reasonable
numbers but not damaging local life.

Some large groups, particularly
young, wearing little (in some cases
nil diving into the river), ignoring virus
warnings – endanger not only
themselves but us too! Beer
availability has made this worse in
some cases.

Drugs, sexual misbehaviour, public
exposure while relieving themselves,
and dangerous car use are the worst
offenders with failure to isolate
properly, take rubbish away, be polite
to locals, the more minor complaints.
Some of these people come from as
far away as Ipswich, Kings Lynn,
even further and mention of “respect”
in some cases drew swearing and
threats. They are a risk to public
health, not only increasing
coronavirus proximity risks.

Some parties, small and “isolated” as
they should be, have been fine,
including drinking sensibly, taking
their litter away. Top for praise are
those locals helping overcome the
worst rubbish problems – with the
Coltishall Commons trust’s Tracey
Lister, Rising Sun Andy (who has pt
out dustbins for all Common visitors
to use, and others clearing up late
evening or early morning. While
much has been caused by the
available takeaway food, followed by
beers, particularly by the waterside

Rising Sun, also the Kings Head, we
recognise their need for business –
and efforts to keep it tidy.

We praise too efforts to control this
state of affairs, by police, Broadland
district councillor Jo Copplestone and
increasing attendance by refuse
clearance staff. A good move was
putting dustbins across the common
where hopefully visitors would
dump their rubbish instead of
just leaving it on the grass.
Police cars were seen parked
strategically too, hopefully to
put bad parkers off. We
understand limited numbers of
officers… PC Lucas Ward
works very hard.

Requests from local residents,
including to The Marlpit,
resulted in our round-robin
Emails to those we would
hope were responsible for
enforcement of some sort of order.
This included to MP Jerome Mayhew.

Questionable legal aspects, however,
include the police not being able to
put parking tickets on cars – that falls
to “parking operations at West
Norfolk.gov”. They did attend and
ticket some but far from all the worst
offenders. Speeding, over-noisy cars
and motor cycles should be stopped
too.

While nationally, the crisis was
highlighted by views of Bournemouth
and what was said to be up to half a
million people crowding it, Coltishall
common has seen several hundred
people, 127 cars parked, mainly on
green and pavements, on yellow
lines; Horstead Mill’s approaches
blocking essential transport, etc.

One Horstead resident reported:
“This afternoon is similar to every
afternoon, the road restricted and
any heavy agricultural or emergency

vehicle would be lucky to get past.
Sadly our management of social
distancing in this location really
warrants it being closed to the
public. It is utterly disgraceful and
something should seriously be done.
Coltishall common apart from the
parking problem appears to respect
social distancing but look at this
photograph to see that Horstead Mill

is just one big happy family. Time it
was stopped and local residents
allowed to enjoy their facilities that
they pay for in peace. Don’t forget
after dusk sets in this area becomes
a smokers paradise.”

We understand both areas have seen
drug smoking; locals, ourselves
included, have been sworn at, forced
into the road to avoid cyclists on
pavements, some covered with
parked cars – with swearing and
abuse.

Cars parked in Coltishall from the
Wroxham end of the B1354 main
road through to the church, blocked
local residents being able to park by
the post office, walk on pavements –
or live life normally.

We hope life will return to near
normality very soon. Without a
decline in a sunny summer!

Outrage – drugs, rubbish, threats
by abusive visitors must STOP

OUTRAGE - DRUGS, RUBBISH...
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MP Jerome Mayhew visited the area on Friday
afternoon June 26 – a time when local people
confirmed Commons life was as quiet and
pleasant as possible, but rare these days.

Mr Mayhew told The Marlpit later: “Whilst a
small minority of visitors have been causing
issues at Coltishall Common it was lovely to see
people enjoying the Common and having fun in
the sun and the river.

“When I visited on Friday, in response to the
concerns of local residents, I met with Councillor
Whymark (Norfolk county councillor) and
discussed issues that were concerning local
residents such as littering and parking. Having
walked around the Common I spoke with the
manager of the Rising Sun, who has been doing
an amazing job carrying out litter collections and
installing additional bins to ensure the Common
remains a pleasant environment for everyone to
enjoy.

“I also spoke to the Police to make sure their
presence carried on until later into the evening
to prevent any anti-social behaviour taking
place. I also understand that Councillor
Whymark will be liaising with the Council’s
parking enforcement team to make sure cars are
parked properly and respectfully when visiting.”

Police were present then, two police cars parked
as warnings, traffic bollards limiting some
parking but stressing other areas. Later that,
and other evenings, noise and abuse rises.

One local said after the MP’s visit: “Utterly
shocked at how many people are down by the
river tonight… and as for the parking well that’s
just dangerous, surely something can be done to
stop this.”

Another said: “A huge thank you to the people
who are clearing up the common in the early
mornings. Despite the crowds here last night it
looks immaculate this morning. Good to see
police out last night but it appears they don't
have the powers to fine illegal parking. No point
in having yellow lines if they can't be enforced.

There was a parking warden later but I think he
needed police protection!”

Numerous other comments but one very
worrying view: “I wandered dangerously cos the
footpaths were blocked to the Common the
other day and detected a smell from 50 years
ago. Went to Mill and the same! Cannabis!
Drugs, water and alcohol don’t mix. Don’t know
how we can improve the situation.”

Excessive noise also annoys: “Why do these
visitors have to be so loud? Conversation in the
street at mega decibel level, stereos pumping
from inferior systems in cars, motor bikes
revving for no reason!”

A local worker said: “We just tried walking, for a
beer after work, to the Rising Sun. We realised
as we passed the Red Lion it wasn’t going to
happen. Cars were parked on the road side all
the way down and past the common. A heaving
line of customers halfheartedly pretending to
social distance. People in large groups all over
the common. Cars and litter crammed into the
car park. So feeling put out and genuinely
struggling to stay away from shirtless sweating
youths, we about turned for home. That journey
was perilous to say the least, with people, trucks
and cars at a standstill and becoming irate whilst
doing nothing useful to solve the problem… So
here we are at home, hot, beer-less and
mourning the loss of a peaceful village. My
solution? Numbers should be limited to suit the
parking available and we need double yellow
lines on the Wroxham Road through Coltishall.
Same again for Mill Road.”

The Marlpit appreciates the MP and county
councillor's visit, also the efforts police and
others are making. But more is needed. The
Marlpit hopes for a return to normality, including
welcoming sensible numbers of all ages, but
who treat our villages with respect.

See MP Jerome Mayhew monthly news letter
here

What the MP says -
and locals’ views

MP JEROME MAHEW VISIT
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JUNE NEWS FROM JEROME MAYHEW MP

Dear all

We certainly cannot say that life has returned to normal, or even if it ever will, but thanks to your commitment
and sacrifices during the lock down period we have managed to keep our rate of infection low in comparison
with other areas of the UK. We must not drop our guard, and social distancing will continue to be of vital
importance for the foreseeable future. As the rules are gradually relaxed they necessarily become less black-
and-white and more nuanced. We all need to use our common sense to achieve the goal of social distancing
in all the situations in which we find ourselves. When shops and businesses start to re-open please
show them the confidence that you feel in their future. Roads will be re-figured and pavements
widened to make it safe to visit our local shops with confidence. You can make your stand for our local
businesses by giving them your custom.

The easing of the general lock down is made possible by a Test, Track and Trace scheme that allows local
infections to be isolated without the whole community having to do the same. It’s great that the government
has sited a new Regional Testing Centre at the Postwick Park and Ride. This is on top of the three testing
sites at our A&E hospitals, the mobile military testing units and the national postal tests. It provides us with
more than enough local testing capacity to deal with Test, Track and Trace.

I have been overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity shown to those in need by communities across
the constituency. We have seen the best of each other in the springing up of community support groups,
new friendships between neighbours, and particularly in the support being given to the elderly and
vulnerable. I also want to pay tribute to the work of our councils. It is often tempting to complain about “the
bureaucracy”, but as a new MP I have seen that parish, District, and County Councils have worked their
socks off, supporting those most in need and getting government grant money out the door and in to local
businesses as quickly as possible.

Away from the coronavirus, I have been working with my colleagues George Freeman MP and Duncan Baker
MP to persuade the government to look properly at alternative solutions to the connection of offshore wind
farms to the National Grid. It’s a complex picture, but the current system of individual connection
corridors being dug 30 plus miles across Norfolk for each individual wind farm is clearly wrong and needs to
be fixed. We have already met with the Minister responsible and are now tracking down Ofgem and
National Grid. I am pleased to say that Ofgem has now been tasked with undertaking a review of
alternative means of connection and I am meeting them shortly to push this further. There are plans to
increase offshore wind generation from the current 8.5MWh to no less than 40MWh by 2030, so this
problem is only going to get worse unless we address it. We all want to increase our renewable energy, but
let’s do it sensibly.

Finally, if you have a problem with which you think I could help, please do get in touch. The best way is initially
by email at jerome.mayhew.mp@parliament.uk, or by telephone on 0207 219 4733. Face to face
surgeries will re-start as soon as we are allowed but Zoom works pretty well.

T: 0207 219 4733 E: jerome.mayhew.mp@parliament.uk W: jeromemayhew.org.uk

JEROME MAYHEW MP JUNE NEWS
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BROADLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT

Broadland District Council Report- June 2020.
As the lockdown starts to ease our council teams have been busy planning our
Economic Recovery following the Governments published ‘Plans to Rebuild,’ with the
con�nuing objec�ve of ‘saving lives & saving livelihoods’.

With non-essen�al retail businesses in ourMarket Towns & Villages due to open on 15th

June, we have launched our ‘Do Business with Confidence’ campaign to help revive our
Local Economy. We have been working with Town Councils and traders, and changes
are being made to the ‘street scene’, with planned measures to include the installa�on
of sea�ng and planters, extra cycle racks, changes to parking and some temporary road
closures, to ensure people can queue and social distance effec�vely.

For businesses such as pubs and cafes, we hope offering addi�onal sea�ng on the high
streets during the summer months which will ease pressure on interior space, and help
our Hospitality, Tourism & Leisure Sectors recover safely and inspire public confidence.

So far £23.5 million of grant aid has been paid to businesses in Broadland under the
Business Support Grant Scheme, and this week another £1.2 million of ‘Discre�onary
Grant Fund’ money is being launched for those Small Businesses in need, who have not
yet received any Grant Aid. Details of this can be found on the Broadland District
Council website (or please give me a ring).

Our council staff teams con�nue to support our vulnerable residents, and as the Covid
crisis develops we have seen increasing numbers of ‘newly vulnerable’ residents, who
for many different reasons are now suffering hardship and food poverty. These newly
vulnerable households are being supported with Food Aid & ‘Hardship Grants’ made
through our Benefits Team, and we an�cipate this demand to increase when changes
are made to the Furlough Scheme.

Throughout this pandemic we have seen a huge amount of goodwill from local
volunteers and Neighbourhood Groups who are suppor�ng those people in our
Community who need help. Thank you to all those people for their con�nuing support,
which is greatly appreciated and has built an even stronger sense of ‘Community at
Heart’ in Broadland.

Cllr. Jo Copplestone.
Cllr.jo.copplestone@broadland.gov.uk
Tel: 01603 860840
Por�olio Holder for Economic Development.
Broadland District Council.
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Introduction Coltishall Parish Council held their second virtual
parish council meeting on Tuesday 9th June using Zoom Video
Conferencing. All members of the public are welcome. Please
email the clerk at coltclerk@gmail.com if you wish to attend.
We were sad to report that former Parish Councillor Brian Getley
resigned. We wish Brian all the best and thank him for his
service. We were also pleased to co-opt and officially welcome
Adam Wolton to the Parish Council. Adam has lived in Coltishall
with his wife and two young children for 4 years. He is a
cabinet maker and has a workshop near Burgh. He has an
allotment plot in Coltishall and states “Coltishall is a fine place to
live in so many ways, but suffers from heavy and increasing
road traffic, and is threatened with over-large developments-
that’s a large part of my motivation for joining the Parish
Council”.

Crocus Home Development We are expecting Crocus to
submit their planning application regarding the 30 homes
anytime soon. Some members of the Parish Council met with
Nigel Harriss – East Area Team Manager at Broadland District
Council regarding the proposed Rectory Road Development by
Crocus Homes and preferred housing allocation in GNLP Draft
Plan Consultation 2020. The purpose of this meeting was to
raise awareness about the concerns the parish council have
about the development including road safety, impact on
community resources, ensuring a low carbon design, time limits
for construction vehicles, appropriate foul sewerage and flooding
management and protecting the hedgerow.

The Council also raised its concerns regarding the original GNLP
background documents which were provided to developers
which claimed Coltishall was a sustainable development. The
minutes of this meeting are available on our website for
information at www.coltishallpc.info

Coltishall Commons The Commons have attracted many
visitors to the village – particularly with the warmer weather.
This has caused issues regarding littering, limited parking, and
the public toilets being closed due to Covid-19.

I can confirm that two 1100litre bins have been provided by
Broadland District Council in response to the concerns.
However, we would encourage that people take their rubbish
home with them where possible. Broadland District Council are
also looking to open the public toilets and will be providing hand
sanitisation units outside the toilets.

We wish to thank all the volunteers including those mobilised by
Coltishall Commons Trust who helped collect litter including the
Rising Sun Pub and Ice Cream van. We also want to thank PC
Ward for his efforts dealing with public order matters and
dangerous parking and Cllr Jo Copplestone who was
instrumental in working towards the public toilets reopening and
providing bins.

SAM2/Speeding Watch The SAM2 is a vehicle activated sign
that displays the speed of vehicles approaching. We share our
SAM2 with Horstead and alternate its location every 56 days
based on known hot spots and the data collected. We are
aware that Church Street has become a hot spot for speeding
vehicles recently and have reported this to Norfolk Police.

CAST From March the Village Hall, Football Club, Cricket Club,
Bowls Club and Preschool have not been able to operate. This
has resulted in a loss of earnings for all.

To date the Preschool are opening on Mondays and Tuesdays
and the Football Club are training on Thursdays with the older
age groups of 6 social distancing. Small steps in the right
direction. Bure Valley girls football have teamed up with
Wroxham Ladies football which will enable the girls to progress
on from young to adult players. Many thanks to Ted from BVGF
for achieving this.

We have had grant money from Broadland District Council which
is most welcome and this will go towards our losses of income
and forward losses. Our thanks to the council for this money.
More details to follow.

The Village Hall is in the position that our hirer groups are
mostly young people and it doesn’t seem possible that they will
be able to use the Hall with a very reduced class but have to pay
for the hire which could not be viable to run financially. We are
working towards a way to overcome this to help these groups.

The recently applied for grant to update the Village Hall looks to
be successful and this will give us a Hall to be proud of. Many
thanks to Michelle Thackham for all her hard work.

Coltishall and Horstead Community Coronavirus / Covid
19 Support Group Please remember this support group is on
hand to help anyone who is vulnerable or self-isolating with
practical support (food and prescription deliveries) and
emotional and spiritual support. This also includes offering free
packages of food and essential items to any families in Coltishall
and Horstead who are financially struggling. For example, if
families are waiting for benefits, unemployed or self employed
with no income at the moment.

If you feel you or your family could benefit from receiving a food
package, please contact Julie on 07909 980768. All requests
are entirely confidential and personal details will be kept private.
Packages can be delivered or arrangements made for collection
and will include a selection fresh and long-life items. Household
and toiletry essentials can also be requested.

Coltishall Parish Council wish to thank all the volunteers and
support group who continue to work very hard to help the
people in our community.

“See Something, Hear Something, Say Something”
campaign from NCCSupport for Victims of Child Abuse
and Domestic Violence Everyone should be safe in their own
home but this isn’t always the case. If you are concerned about
the safety and welfare of a child, vulnerable adult or a victim of
domestic abuse please call 0344 800 8020 or 999 in an
emergency. The National Domestic Violence Helpline is available
24/7 on 0808 2000 247. Remember you are not alone.

Councillor Vacancies We have three vacancies for Parish
Councillors. If you would like to find out more about what is
involved please contact the clerk on 07446 542156 or email
coltclerk@gmail.com

Next Meeting Tuesday 7th July at 6.30pm via Zoom.

Finally, I wish you all to stay safe and well.

Rebecca Furr
Parish Clerk

COLTISHALL PC NOTES
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Notes from Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council
– June

Introduction
If you wish to speak to us we can be contacted via the
Parish Council website, email us at
horsteadclerk@gmail.com or telephone: 07476 952824. If
you do leave a message, please remember to leave your
name and contact number so we can get back to you.

Meetings
The June Parish Council meeting took place via Zoom.
The meeting was publicised on both the Parish Council
website and the Horstead and Coltishall Community
Facebook page. Horstead with Stanninghall Parish
Council meetings take place at 6pm on the second
Wednesday of every month, except August when there is
no meeting. Members of the public are invited to attend
the meetings and can do so by contacting the clerk for
joining instructions.

Playground
In compliance with government guidelines as at 11
June, the playground is currently closed. However we
are working hard to make sure it is ready to be reopened
when permitted. The grass is being regularly cut. Mr
Jones is monitoring the site and will recommence full
weekly inspections prior to reopening. From the formal
British Standards Annual Inspection that took place at the
end of May there was nothing of immediate concern. Mr
Jones was already aware of items that were noted as
‘needs monitoring’. The new surface under the Witches
hat will be installed early July. Mole control will be carried
out in the autumn. If you see anything amiss as you walk
past please let us know.

Horstead Mill litter
As lockdown has eased and people have been allowed to
meet outside in groups of up to 6, while staying socially
distanced, the Mill has become a very popular place for
both residents and others who live further afield. This is
especially true on warm days. While we have displayed
notices asking people to take their litter home, often they
don’t. We have now acquired a second grey bin so there
should be more than enough capacity to handle the litter.
Unfortunately it is expensive to get these bins emptied
and we will continue to encourage litter to be taken home.
One of the Parish Council litter pickers is now back and
working and we would like to thank her, as well as
Councillors and members of the public, who often tidy up
the litter left lying around by less considerate users of the
site.

Traffic and parking issues on Mill Road
At the Parish Council meeting a lengthy discussion was
had about the issues caused by the high volume of traffic
and parking in the Horstead Mill area especially on days

when the weather is good. A copy of a letter and notes
from a follow up meeting between the police and a
resident concerning this matter was also discussed.
The police have requested:
� That the Parish Council send them photographic
evidence of the issues caused by parking along the road.
� That members of the public report issues directly
to the police by calling them on 101 – they need evidence
that can be discussed at the regular Broadspeak
meetings.
If you are having trouble getting out of your driveway or
it’s difficult to drive along Mill Road call the police on 101.
The Parish Council are also applying to have double
yellow lines installed where parking on one side of the
road could prevent emergency vehicles from getting
through.

Horstead Water Tower
Broadland District Council have received a planning
application (20201002) for the construction of a new water
storage reservoir, booster pumping station and associated
apparatus beside the Horstead Water Tower . From the
application it looks as if the majority of the impact on
Parishioners will be during the construction phase – the
Parish Council will be asking: when is this likely to occur,
how long will it take to build and how many extra lorry
movements will there be during that time? Also, to be
operational will there need to extra pipes or larger pipes
laid to distribute this water – if so where will they go
through the village? Will the pumping station have an
operational noise? We will let you know what we discover.

Coltishall and Horstead Community support for
COVID 19
The support group is still operational. The Good
Neighbours are co-ordinating local assistance to those
who are self-isolating. If you need help or advice please
call them on 07799277455. If you are in anyway
struggling financially. i.e. waiting for benefits, unemployed,
self-employed or with no income at the moment and could
benefit from receiving a food package, please contact
Julie on 07909 980768 (Availability restricted to Coltishall
and Horstead at present). All requests are strictly
confidential.

Speedwatch
Mr Jones reported that no Speed Watch sessions are
being held at present on the advice of Norfolk
Constabulary. Protocols are currently being discussed to
allow these to re-commence.

SAM2
The SAM 2 is currently in Coltishall. It is going to be
upgraded to include Bluetooth connectivity to enable the
data downloading be done at the roadside.

Date and time of the next meeting:

Wednesday 8 July at 6pm via Zoom.

Suzanne Hall, Parish Clerk

HORSTEAD PC NOTES
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Advice
for
home
buyers
The property market re-
opened in May, as the
government gave the
green light for house
builders, developers and
estate agents to get back

to work to boost the economy. But just because you can
now sell your home again, should you be considering a
move at the moment, and is it safe? Col�shall estate
agent Lucy Headland from Pendefords gives The Marlpit
her expert opinion.

When the property market was effec�vely suspended in
March, hundreds of thousands of people across the
country saw their lives put on hold. News reports that the
market had shrunk by 90% led to uncertainty over
property prices moving forward, and �ghter lending
restric�ons (especially for furloughed employees) caused
concern for home buyers with their sights set on their
dream homes.

Yet the market didn’t disappear. People didn’t stop
buying and selling, the majority of them just paused. And
now, with the floodgates open again, the market is
steadily recovering, and without the price crash that
some had predicted. Prior to lockdown, local property
prices were rising, albeit slowly. Data from The Land
Registry shows that the average house price in this part
of Norfolk had risen by 6% in the six months between
September 2019 and February 2020. Whilst there is not
yet enough data to get a clear picture of post-lockdown
price trends, house prices in our corner of Norfolk
generally appear resilient, without the fall that one would
normally expect as the market starts to recover from a
slump. Overall, the industry is seeing a slow and steady
improvement in sales agreed – but the market will take
�me to get back to the buoyancy that we saw at the start
of this year.

Lockdown has given people �me to consider how and
where they want to spend their lives, and for many
people, a home in the countryside and a village lifestyle
holds a significant a�rac�on. Demand for proper�es in
this area is increasing, as people re-assess their priori�es
in the wake of Covid-19 and seek out a slower pace of
life, with more �me for family and friends. We’ve been
approached by a number of buyers recently who have
sold their houses closer to London and are looking for
their place in the country, and with more employers

ac�vely encouraging people to work from home in the
long term, a dedicated space for a study or home office
has moved higher up their list of must-have features,
along with decent broadband and a garden. Add to that
the wonderful ameni�es that we have on our doorstep
and the allure of The Broads, and it is no surprise that
this part of Norfolk is at the top of many peoples’ lists.

Just as lockdown has given people �me to research their
next home, it has also given them �me to prepare their
current home for sale. This has led to an above-average
rise in the number of new proper�es launching on the
market, as pent-up demand from the past couple of
months is realised. As always, intelligently priced and
well-presented proper�es will a�ract interest, and well-
marketed proper�es will a�ract the most interest of all.
The way estate agents work has changed in response to
government guidance issued when the property market
re-opened, and the days of open house events and
specula�ve viewings from people who aren’t even on the
market are over, at least for the �me being, as estate
agents adapt to new and stringent social distancing
measures.

Virtual viewings and video tours are core elements of our
service now, and at Pendefords we only encourage our
clients to accept physical viewings from buyers who are in
a posi�on to proceed with their purchase, and only once
they’ve viewed the property via Skype or FaceTime first.
This approach has proved popular with sellers and buyers
alike, as virtual viewings and video tours reduce
disrup�on and travel �me, can be accessed on mobile
devices, and mean that serious buyers arrive at physical
viewings with realis�c expecta�ons of the property and
with a clear idea of the ques�ons that they’re likely to
ask. And it means that our clients, some of whom are
themselves in vulnerable groups, can feel safe selling
their home.

When we do meet people, limi�ng poten�al risk from
coronavirus has become an essen�al part of our work.
Being a husband and wife team who work from home
already minimises our risk from contact, and we always
confirm before a mee�ng that nobody has any symptoms
of Covid-19. When we visit a property, we take face
masks, hand sani�zer and shoe covers – both for us and
for our clients to use, and because the very first thing we
do when we enter a property is wash our hands, we even
bring our own soap and disposable hand towels with us.

Like all responsible estate agents, we’re doing everything
we can to make buying and selling safe in the current
climate. Na�onally, 28% of people who weren’t planning
a house move before lockdown have decided that now is
the �me to make a life-changing move. With the market
back open, with social distancing in place, and with
homes in our beau�ful part of Norfolk in demand, if you
were thinking of moving house this year, there’s no be�er
�me to do it than now.

Lucy Headland

ADVICE FOR HOME BUYERS
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Now that restric�ons have been li�ed we are seeing
more and more people out and about on dog walks,
many exploring new places or routes that they hadn’t
before visited. For many people it has been the silver
lining to the cloud and has helped to li� spirits and
combat what is a very tricky period of �me for everyone.
I certainly think it reinforces the benefit of fresh air and
also the companionship that a pet provides. It is well
documented that the human-animal bond helps to
relieve stress and anxiety and that has been more evident
than ever since March of this year.

A result of everyone ge�ng about more has been an
increase in the number of pa�ents we are seeing through
our door each day. This is combined with the news that
vets are now able to offer more rou�ne services such as
vaccina�ons and neutering as long as the vet prac�ces
adhere to social distancing guidelines. As many of you will
be aware we are s�ll unable to bring people into the
surgeries themselves, but as the weeks have gone on we
have refined our protocols to reduce the stress to both
our pa�ents and clients and people have been incredibly
understanding and apprecia�ve of the efforts of all of our
teams.

Along with the increase in episodes of exercise related
injuries and tummy upsets that accompany the upsurge
in ac�vity we saw a very unusual case this week. Merry, is

a lovely whippet puppy, who had always been small for
her age, but recently had begun to behave very strangely
a�er ea�ng, losing her balance and ac�ng as though she
was drunk. Through a combina�ons of ultrasound scans
and blood tests we were able to determine that she had
an extra blood vessel that was bypassing her liver. This
extra hepa�c portosystemic shunt, as it is called, means
the liver is unable to process the by-products of diges�on
and lead to neurological signs. Her owner is now
me�culously home cooking a suitable diet, which, in
combina�on with medical treatment has led to a huge
improvement and Merry is now gaining weight and no
longer suffering from neurological episodes.

Toby Morrell MRCVS Westover Vets

extra hepatic
portosystemic shunt

WESTOVER VET REPORT
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Thank you for
sewing!

We really appreciate your �me and skill and effort, and
the huge amount of work that supporters such as family
members, drivers and other volunteers have put into this
project.

We understand that a number of you will be going back
to work from 1st June onwards and will have less �me to
sew.

Please could you try and finish anything you’ve got in
progress? Speed isn’t important, but we’d like to have
completed items if possible before the end of June, when
the scrubs sewing project will pause. If you’re not able to
keep sewing, please ask your Area Lead if they would
kindly collect any NSV donated fabric and haberdashery
(anything you’ve sourced or funded yourself does of
course stay with you). Scrubs fabric scraps can be kept
and used for community projects.

Those of you who can con�nue sewing un�l the end of
June, please do finish what you’re given and send it for
collec�on.

Here are the figures behind the scrub mountain:

What an amazing and talented group we are part of,
and....did you see this? Phenomenal!

I will con�nue to pick up your completed items as you let
me know they are ready, just give me a shout or drop me
an e mail and I will be round!

Best wishes,

Jacky Battle
Tel: 01603 279679
Mob: 07754 884475

NSV FIGURES BEGINNING OF JUNE

NORFOLK SCRUBS VOLUNTEERS
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WWW.NORFOLKMEAD.CO.UK

WWW.NORFOLKMEAD.CO.UK

NORFOLK MEAD REOPENING

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=themarlpit&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/TheMarlpit/
https://www.themarlpit.co.uk
https://www.norfolkmead.co.uk/
https://www.norfolkmead.co.uk/


BACK TO CONTENTS

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FOR COLTISHALL, HORSTEAD, STANNINGHALL, GREAT HAUTBOIS,
SCOTTOW, BADERSFIELD, BELAUGH, HOVETON & WROXHAM

JULY 2020 BACK TO CONTENTS

MARLPIT
The

Please visit and comment p 14
Find us on and atFACEBOOK www.themarlpit.co.uk

Hoveton, Wroxham and
District Gardening Club
I hope all our members and indeed prospec�ve ones are keeping
well. My garden is looking good, lots of flowers and the veg plot is
thriving specially a�er the rain we have experienced lately. Hope you
have been busy keeping the hoe going and enjoying all the hard work
which goes with our hobby. At present we don't know when we will
return to the village hall for a mee�ng, in the not too distant future I
hope, we could be worse off at least gardening decreases anxiety
and we can eat the fruits of our labours.

Pam Culley

Hi everybody; I hope you’re all well and have managed to avoid this
awful virus. I have just taken over as President and I’d like to thank, on
behalf of all the club members, our outgoing President Terry for his
leadership and support throughout his term of office. Although this
pandemic has a long term effect on the way we operate as a charity,
we will con�nue to serve our community to the best of our abili�es.
Like so many chari�es, we have adopted and will adopt new ways of
working and communica�ng as the government guidelines are
published. Unfortunately, to our great regret, a majority of our
planned ac�vi�es for this year have had to be cancelled. We will, of
course, update you regarding any we can salvage through our
Facebook page, website and monthly ar�cles as the year progresses.

With regards to our Lions shop now that the lockdown is gradually
being eased, we are looking into all necessary steps required to ensure
we comply with the Government requirements to provide a safe
environment for both staff and public. This will mean ensuring there is
space for social distancing, that staff and volunteers have the personal
protec�ve equipment they need and that all surfaces, doors and
equipment are regularly cleaned. It also means isola�ng donated
items for 72 hours. Once we are happy
we can meet all these requirements, we will announce the reopening
date.

We are sure that with all the spare �me people have had on their
hands during lockdown, a considerable amount of sor�ng out has
been going on and we will be delighted to take your surplus items to
enable us to con�nue our work in suppor�ng deserving causes in the
local community.

Typically, we have just one paid staff member working with one of a
team of volunteers who we rely on to keep the shop open and their
health and well-being is a priority. As many of them are vulnerable we

are very aware of our responsibility to keep them safe. Once the shop
reopens, we will be able to accept dona�ons from the public.

If you are ge�ng ready to donate items to us, here are a few ways you
can help us:-

1. Clean things. Wherever possible, put clothes and tex�les through
the washing machine and wipe down solid surfaces.

2. Have a think about what items we can sell. Ask yourself, “Would
someone I know buy this?” If the answer is “Yes” we’d love to
receive it.

3. Call ahead on our shop number 01603 783737 during opening
hours when you’re ready to donate, to check the best �me to
drop them off.

4. Stagger your dona�ons, rather than bringing everything at once.
We appreciate not everyone has lots of storage space and we
would be delighted to help take your surplus items from you
whenever the �me is right.

While things within the shop will be very different to normal, we are
looking forward to seeing our customers both old and new. By
following the steps set out above, you will assist us greatly in ensuring
a safe and pleasant environment for all. Thank you all in advance for
your assistance.

Would you be willing to offer �me and effort to help us raise money
for those less fortunate both at home and abroad? If you are that
person and enjoy being part of a friendly team, we’ll be happy to give
you more
informa�on. Please ring me on 01603 781310, or our Membership
Chairman Lion Lydia Spight on 07503221485.

You can follow us on Facebook or our website. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Lion Mick Holden, President.

HOVETON,WROXHAM & DIST. GARDENING CLUB
WROXHAM & HOVETON LIONS CLUB
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MUSEUM OF THE BROADS

The tale of Billy Bluelight, from
the Museum of the Broads

Have you heard of Billy Bluelight? In the early 1900s, he
came up with a novel way to earn a living. Clad in shorts
and a singlet, he would race (on foot) steam pleasure
boats between Norwich and the Woods End at Bramerton.
The passengers greatly enjoyed this ac�vity and would
throw spare change to him on arrival in Norwich.

The Museum con�nues to bring stories of the Broads alive.
We hope to re-open in late July (see website and social
media for up to date news) and can’t wait to welcome you
back into our re-designed and safe museum.

In the mean�me, we are working on crea�ng a Virtual Museum on our website, with
inspiring artworks by Jo Couldrey to recreate at home. Her glove puppet Coypu is just
fantas�c! Thank you to Arts Council England for funding us.

www.museumo�hebroads.org.uk, The Poor’s Staithe, Stalham, NR12 9DA

COLTISHALL & HORSTEAD W.I.

Since the last issue we have seen many more changes on the road, for most of us,
back to normality. We are so luck in one way that this lovely spring/summer weather
is continuing so we are able to get out and about and now meet some friends or
family whilst sticking to the rules

We will look forward to seeing members old and new in what I hope will be the not
too distance future. Take care and keep safe.

Your first visit is free. We meet from 2.30 to 4.30 at the Church Rooms, Rectory Road, Coltishall on
the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We will be very happy to see you there. Please contact me, Sue
Dye, on 01603 738003 if you need more information.

Sue

WI REPORT
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Whilst the Premiership, the top �er of English Rugby, is due to
re-start in August, there is no news on when the new rugby
season might begin for Clubs below that level. It is four months
since the Vikings last played, coronavirus bringing down the
curtain on their 2019 -20 season nine weeks early. Last season
was a truly memorable one, promo�on to London & South East
Premier being achieved by the huge margin of 29 points whilst
playing a brand of rugby that was a joy to watch. Their new
League, which stetches to the South Coast and west to
Hampshire, is one of four fi�h �er Leagues, pu�ng them
amongst the country’s top 120 clubs. They last played at this
level ten years ago.

Whilst promo�on resulted from one season’s results, it was the
outcome of years of strengthening the Club. That will need to
con�nue if it is to establish itself in the next �er up where they
will be compe�ng with far be�er resourced Clubs, though the
economic impact of the pandemic is not yet clear. Unlike most
Clubs at this level North Walsham don’t pay their players and
have no inten�on of doing so.

Consequently, the Club have made changes to help sustain their
hard-won posi�on. The coaching set up has been restructured
with James Knight (pictured) appointed to the new post of
Director of Rugby. He will have oversight of all playing and
coaching, merging responsibili�es previously held by Head of
Rugby Johnny Marsters and Playing Director Alan Hepburn.
Aged 31, James was educated at Reepham, debu�ng for the
Vikings at 17 a�er coming through the Youth & Minis. Capped

by Scotland at Under 18s/19s/20s, he played professionally for
three years in the Championship with Bedford, then moved
onto Western Australia, La Vila (Spain) and Glasgow Warriors,
returning to Sco�ow in 2012-13 since when he has been
integral to the Vikings’ progression as a senior coach and player.
James also coaches at Langley School and Leicester Tigers’
Junior Academy. One of his early tasks is increasing the size of
the squad. Three new signings have already been made: Chowa
John Chanda (UEA - 2nd/back row), Ben Rendall (UEA – no 8)
and Lewis Smith (Crusaders – prop).

There has been a reorganisa�on too at Board level, reflec�ng
the workload on Directors, all of whom are volunteers. John
Baines has become Chair, Keith Jarvis stepping down a�er three
years. Other newcomers are Alix S�mpson (Youth & Minis),
Ashley Hicks (Finance), Julia Hicks (Hospitality & Corporate
Events), Richard Lomax (Marke�ng) and Rob S�mpson
(Facili�es).

Returning to North Walsham as Team Manager is Seb Anthony,
a player at Sco�ow for many years including two as captain. He
has successfully coached Southwold at youth and senior levels
for over 10 seasons.
Facili�es at Sco�ow Park are also being improved.
Enhancements include resurfacing and doubling the size of the
car park, a new pitch for the Valkyries and upgrading the
floodlights.

Plenty of changes then, all we need now is some rugby!

Paul Morse

NORTH WALSHAM RFC
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Good Choice As Garth
Joins The Yachtsmen
By Lee Robson
4 June

Wroxham FC are delighted to announce the appointment of an experienced coach and manager Garth Good, to join
former Norwich City player Cedric Anselin at the club’s partnership project at Open Academy, WFC Open
Academy.UEFA B licensed and A license student, Garth, who is studying for an MSc in Applied Sports Psychology,
also brings18 years of experience as a PE instructor to Open Academy’s excellent BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Diploma in Sport. He replaces Matt Halliday who is moving on after 9 successful years building and developing this
unique high-quality provision

Garth, who has previously managed Norwich United and has held several roles at a number of clubs said that he is
excited to be joining the Broads based club in a paid capacity to build on the successes already achieved. Club
Chairman, Lee Robson, was equally delighted “From a strong field Garth was outstanding’

The interview panel included Open Academy’s Assistant Principal Phil Wilkinson who said’ Open Academy are really
pleased with Garth’s appointment, and we are looking forward to working with such an experienced coach to
develop the course and partnership further’.

Garth will also head up our football development work across the club to make sure that the progress from top to
bottom, from boys to men and girls to women is fully realised”.

He joins the club on 27th July.

If you are interested in joining the BTEC Level 3 Sports course at Open Academy please contact Open Academy’s
Head of 6th Form Lelia.Molly@open-academy.org.uk or Cedric.Anselin@open-academy.org.uk

WROXHAM FC

THE YACHTSMEN

Wroxham FC
Trafford Park
Skinners Lane
Wroxham NR12 8SJ

www.wroxhamfc.club

WANNA BE A YACHTSWOMAN

@BureValleyYFC

Try football for free.
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R.I.P.

“Black Tot Day”
31st July 1970 the day of the last tot.

History of the “Pussers Tot”

A standard naval tot of rum consisted of an eighth of a pint of
rum (which was over 50% ABV, and was traditionally named
“over proof”). Generally spirits are about 40% in comparison.
Labelling spirits today as over proof or under proof is derived
from the early method of treating Jamaica rum in the naval
victualling yards before it was issued to the warships. The rum
used to arrive in England at 140 degrees over proof after which
it was reduced to 95.5 degrees under proof by having water
added to it. A small amount of the mixture was poured over
some grains of gunpowder and then a magnifying glass was
used to ignite it. If the burning alcohol managed to stay alight
then it was said to be “proof”, and if it didn’t light then it was
under proof. If it exploded then it was over proof. Proof spirit
today is legally defined as that which has a specific gravity of
12/13 (92.3 percent) at 51ºF, and of course they don’t do the
gunpowder/magnifying glass test any more.
Once a rating reached the age of twenty he was entitled to draw
his tot. Senior Rates were entitled to drink this neat, however
Junior Rates had “2 in 1” which meant that it was mixed with two
parts water to one part rum. The reason for this was so that the
rum could not be stored and saved for another day. The rum was
a blend from different countries in the Caribbean, most notably
British Guyana, British Virgin Islands and Trinidad.
I recall that the Tot in the Far East was less superior than the
rum that was dispatched from the Rum barrels held at Clarence
Yard, Gosport. UK. If I am correct, the Far East tot was an
Australian blend. It smelt like a babies nappy…and if i recall
tasted probably the same? To identify the place of origin, the
Aussie flagons had a orange seal whereas the Clarence Yard
(Gosport, England) flagons had a red seal.
The official reason for stopping the tradition of supplying a tot to
ratings was that the Royal Navy had much sophisticated
equipment and weaponry on board and needed sober sailors to
operate it.

It was deemed that the Chief Petty Officers and Petty Officers
would be allowed their own bars to purchase any spirits or beer.
The Junior Rates would be entitled to purchase an extra can of
beer, making three cans (Tinnies) of beer a day.
So now bearing that in mind, Senior Rates can now get drunk on
spirits and pints whilst lowly Jack Tar has to make do with three
“tinnies”! Obviously the idiot who came to this decision, was
under the impression that Senior Rates had no part in the
handling of the as said “sophisticated weapons and equipment”,
so were entitled to get drunk!
The only time that Jack might have been under the influence of
his Tot, would probably have been on his birthday, when he
would have had a few “call rounds” (invitation to a sippers or
gulpers of another ratings Tot).

ODE TO THE TOT
In the days of Admiral Nelson or it might have been before
The Navy got it’s heritage its customs and its law.
Now some of these were good things and some of them were not
But they’ll never find how to replace that daily li�le tot.
It isn’t served haphazard like tea or even beer
But with pencil book and water and other useless gear.
“Jack Dusty” and his “winger” perform a sacred rite
They brew a swill called “ two and one” on which we have to fight.
With bo�le jug and fanny we muster at the shrine
“get into line you sailors” “that first fanny’s mine!”
Then with murmured incanta�ons Such as “seven, one, two” the high
priest and his acolyte dispense the holy brew.

When the seas are breaking over and you feel you’ve had enough
When the “chef” has dropped his ta�es and his “oppos” burnt the
duff!
When your lockers full of hogwash and your hammocks gone to rot
There’s nothing that can quite touch it, your daily li�le “tot”!

Just a few explana�ons:- A Jack Dusty is a catering ra�ng SA [stores
assistant] his winger is a helper, a fanny is naval slang for a large
aluminium pan with a handle and your oppo is your friend. If your
oppo comes from your home town he is your “townie” and duff is
another word for dessert.

The Norwich Branch of the Royal Naval
Associa�on [membership open to any service
man or associate ] hold regular virtual tot
Zoom mee�ngs and will be crying over the rum
tub on Black Tot Day too. Find them on
Facebook or www. rna-norwich.org.uk Your
compila�on editor remembers well black tot
day in HMS Terror [Singapore Naval Base] that
sad day in 1970

Acknowledgement:
Photo from www.axfordsabode.org.uk of last tot on HMS Phoebe in
the Persian Gulf, nb the black silks �ed round a couple of the mess
fannies. The text and the ode thanks to
www.royalnavalmemories.co.uk.
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Photos from the Garden
Taking advantage of the unlimited page count for on line copy a few photos of flora and fauna

from the garden in June.

David Pye Compilation Editor

PHOTOS FROM THE GARDEN

Bee on Blackberry Great Tit leaving nest Hoverfly on Campion flower

Great Tit leaving nest with waste European Hornet in bird box Sparrow Hawk with House Sparrow

Starlings bathing Great Spotted Woodpecker with young Bumble bee and Wild Rose
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FROM THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER
ENGELSEN- Col�shall Group of

Parishes
Dear friends
We are a li�le further down the road
through the Covid19 crisis and
lockdown. I hope you are as well as can
be, and s�ll keeping safe as important
aspects of our lives begin again. Our
primary schools have opened again,
though with necessary limits to
numbers of children at present. Shops
are beginning to open again, and,
likewise, there are the necessary social
distancing rules. We wait to see what
rulings from government there will be
on the 2-metre rule. What about our Church buildings?
You may have heard in the news that churches are able to
consider allowing church buildings to be open for individual
prayer.

Like many of you, I look forward to when we can enter
church to pray and have a quiet moment. I have to say at
the �me of wri�ng this ar�cle in mid-June that we are not
ready to safely open a church yet. The government
guidelines have a long list of necessary measures that we
have to abide by-including the managing of a limited
number allowed in the building at one �me, one-way
system, and cleaning a�er use. However, I and our small
loyal band of church volunteers (of which many are in the
vulnerable group) are in the process of looking in to how we
open for prayer. It will be for a day or two days in the week,
and for a limited number of hours. Also-again for the
safety and because of what is possible, - one church will
open first for individual prayer.

You will also have heard in the news that churches can open
for Sunday worship services a�er July 4th. This will entail the
same measures as above, and there will be social distancing
restric�ons. We are s�ll, at �me of wri�ng, awai�ng the
detailed government guidelines. I look forward to our first
gathering again. I hope that either in church-or online
and in our homes – we will celebrate the birthday of the
NHS around the 5th July. Again, as churches open for
Sunday worship, it will be one or two church building that
opens first in our group of parishes.

The dates and �mes of any opening of church for individual
prayer, and later, for worship, will be published on our
church website
www.col�shallgroupofchurchers.wordpress.com which also
links to our Facebook Group: Col�shall Group of Parishes.
Details will also go into Marlpit online, and, of course next
month’s edi�on. Likewise, details will go into the Hainford
and Stra�on Strawless Magazine as as soon as possible, and
into the Fre�enham Newsle�er.

As at this �me of wri�ng, bap�sms and weddings are not
yet able to be held. Again, when I know when, details will be
published on our website, and Facebook. if you want to

discuss a possible bap�sm or wedding, do feel free to
contact me.

Thank you for your pa�ence and understanding. If you
have any queries, please contact me.

MINISTRY

If anyone needs prayer, or a visit (socially distanced) please
let me or Rev Keith know. If you have a prayer request, do
let us know.

COMMUNITY HELP

Thank you to all volunteers-among them the Col�shall
Lunch Club and Good Neighbours, who have been preparing
and delivering hot meals each Wednesday. Thanks to all
who are helping co-ordinate shopping/prescrip�on
deliveries (among them Steve at the PO, Julie, Emma and
Sarah in Hainford, Sam and Brian in Fre�enham-and to the
bands of helpers.

For Col�shall & Horstead Support please phone Julie on
07799277455

For help in Hainford/Stra�on Strawless: Emma
07734386841.

For help in Fre�enham Sam on 01603 898341

If help is required with food for any financial difficulty -there
is the Food Box scheme in Col�shall and Horstead. For help
in Hainford, Fre�enham, or Stra�on Strawless, -please let
me know and I will try and be of help.

In Col�shall and Horstead please phoned Julie for help with
deliveries/prescrip�ons -or for details in confidence about
the Food Box.

ONLINE WORSHIP

Many through out the land are joining online worship on a
Sunday, some is live streamed and some recorded from
around the country, and from churches in our area. Please
see our Facebook page each week for services.

May the peace and love of God give you strength and joy in
these �mes.

Christopher

CONTACTS
The Reverend Christopher Engelsen 01603 727255

engelsen@b�nternet.com
The Reverend Keith Dignum 01603 710397
Help with food box- Julie on 07909980768

Church Facebook Col�shall Group of Parishes, can be
accessed vis our church website:

www.col�shallgroupofparishes.wordpress.com

REV CHRIS ENGELSEN
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If you look my name up on Wikipedia
you will not find me, but you will
discover that I share my name with a
professional wrestler. It is a fact I
quite enjoy! This is partly because
the work of a pastor and a wrestler
seem so far apart. It is incongruous to
think of a wrestling pastor. Well,
maybe.

Maybe, because life is o�en a
wrestle. So, we ask where does God
fit into that? We think of life as
struggle, war, as a wrestle. It is there
in the language we use – doctors and
nurses are on the front-line of the
ba�le against COVID-19. Even the
name of this coronavirus makes it
sound like an enemy unit is a sci-fi
world. Where the language is not
directly military, it s�ll has a tone of
crisis about it. We stay home to
protect the NHS and save lives. It is
not just this pandemic that draws out
the metaphors of conflict, though.
We ba�le cancers, engage in class
war and fight for our rights.

This is nothing new. In the Bible we
are told that ‘our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against…
the spiritual forces of evil’ (Ephesians
6v12). Then there are famous
commands, such as to ‘fight the good
fight’ (1 Timothy 6v12). Life is a
struggle, a fight, a wrestle. What is
surprising is that this wrestle is
ul�mately with God.

Some�mes we think of spirituality as
serenity, maybe si�ng by a peaceful
lake, media�ng in the morning mist.
Perhaps we think of holy people as
perpetually calm, with a knowing
smile on their wise features. Piety
might be dull, but at least it looks
pleasant. That is not the Bible’s
picture. To take hold of God and
allow him to take hold of you is no
light ma�er, as Jacob found out.

Jacob was the grandson of Abraham,
he was the receiver of the promises
and blessing of God, first given to his
grandfather. He is one of the

patriarchs, the founds of the
Chris�an faith and a distant ancestor
of Jesus Christ. He was also a rogue
and trickster. Despite God’s promises
to him, he swindled and cheated his
brother Esau out of both birthright
and blessing. Esau was a warrior, and
furious, so Jacob fled and received a
taste of his own medicine from his
two-faced uncle Laban (you can read
the whole story in Genesis 25-35).
Year later, now married and wealthy,
Jacob is returning home. He has
heard that Esau is coming to meet
him with 400 men the next day.
Frightened he stays up to pray, and
this is how the night unfolds:

“So Jacob was le� alone,
and a man wrestled with
him �ll daybreak. When
the man saw that he
could not overpower
him, he touched the
socket of Jacob’s hip so
that his hip was
wrenched as he wrestled
with the man. Then the
man said, ‘Let me go, for
it is daybreak.’

But Jacob replied, ‘I will
not let you go unless you
bless me.’

The man asked him,
‘What is your name?’

‘Jacob,’ he answered.

Then the man said, ‘Your
name will no longer be
Jacob, but
Israel, because you have
struggled with God and
with humans and have
overcome.’

Jacob said, ‘Please tell
me your name.’

But he replied, ‘Why do
you ask my name?’ Then
he blessed him there.

So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, ‘It is

because I saw God face
to face, and yet my life
was spared.’ “

Israel is the new name that God gives
to Jacob, and Israel becomes the
name of God’s people. Israel means,
‘he wrestles with God’. That becomes
the iden�ty of God’s people. Jacob
wrestles with God through the
darkness, clinging on in despera�on.
Finally, he is shown that God has all
the power and authority and, seeing
this, he asks God to bless him. The
Lord blesses him and Israel is le�
marvelling that he has seen the face
of God and lived.

What good news! God expects us to
wrestle with him. the life of faith is
not that of the profoundly serene, it
is the life of John Hindley, swea�ng in
a headlock wondering how he is
going to get out of this alive! The
struggles, fights and turmoil of this
life is not unknown to God. The same
God who wrestled with Jacob came
to earth as the man Jesus Christ. He
fought against injus�ce, hypocrisy, sin
and cowardice. He too wrestled in
the darkness, against death and sin
and Satan, winning even as he
breather his last on the cross outside
Jerusalem. His victory was crowned
in light as he walked out of the tomb
on Easter Sunday morning but he is
no stranger to the struggle.

We struggle through life, we struggle
with God, we struggle to keep hold of
faith when the darkness closes in.
Ul�mately, though, we come to see
that God is with us in the struggle. He
is before us forcing a path, behind us
guarding our backs and beside us
with his arm locked in ours, pulling us
along. We might struggle with life
and with death and even with him;
indeed, we will. In the morning,
though, we will limp on with his
blessing shining over us, our eyes
fixed on the face of Jesus and our
hope set on his cross and
resurrec�on.

John Hindley

Wrestling with God
WRESTLING WITH GOD
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Join us for church

During the coronavirus epidemic Broadgrace church will be mee�ng online
using Zoom on Sundays at 4pm. We all need peace and hope at the moment,
and church aims to give us these as we see the goodness and glory of Jesus

Christ. Details are on our website:

www.broadgrace.org.uk

Or use the free Zoom app and join mee�ng 247 031 661.

If you need help during this difficult season, we would like to do what we can as a local
church. Please get in touch with one of our elders:

John john@broadgrace.org.uk | 07790 007390
Matthew matthew@hall99.co.uk | 07957 980541
Steve mail@sjmichael.com | 07740 759193
Daniel daniel@familyernst.com | 07540 168639

Opening again soon we hope!

BROADGRACE CHURCH
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SPONSORED FLOODLIGHTINGAT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH,

The Marlpit has not received any notices for July, perhaps because of the current
situation - however please support the floodlighting incentive as it is a welcoming

patch of light in a village without street lighting.

If you wish to sponsor the floodlighting at Coltishall Church to remember a person, pet or
event, please contact Linda on 01603 738629, or email lindamalpas@gmail.com We ask for

£10 which will be used for the upkeep of our beautiful Church.

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Minister Rev Bruno Boldrini. 94 Welsford Road NR4 6QH Tel: 01603 453071 rev.bruno1969@gmail.com
Secretary: Lynne Howard, 01603 738835. lmhoward100@b�nternet.com

In common with other Bri�sh churches, we will be suspending services un�l further no�ce. However it may soon be
possible to open the church for private prayer. Please see our website for up to date details.

The United Reformed Church is producing a Sunday service each week on line at 10am . Please go to h�p://
devo�ons.urc.org.uk to listen to this. More local services produced by the Norwich URC team can be found at
htpps://ipswichroadurc.org.uk

The community café is also cancelled and our JAM (children’s church) will not be held. Children can access Sunday
school themed ac�vi�es via facebook.

The foodbank has moved to a delivery-only service and s�ll needs your dona�ons.

God bless you all at this difficult �me.

SPONSORED FLOODLIGHTING
SPONSORED FLOODLIGHTING & URC NOTICES
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Chairman: Paul Thomas 01603 738582
chairman@themarlpit.com

Secretary: Philippa Weightman 01603 737962
1 Stanninghall Cottages, Horstead NR12 7LY
secretary@themarlpit.com

Treasurer: Sue Dye 01603 738003
9 Chapel Lane, Coltishall NR12 7DR
treasurer@themarlpit.com

Compilation editors: David Pye and Katie Barry
compilation@themarlpit.com

Distribution: Bernard Mann 01603 738892
distribution@themarlpit.com

Proof readers: Wendy Grodentz and Gareth Headland
Honorary Accountant: Alan Mallett

CONTRIBUTORS INFORMATION: Thank you for contributing to Marlpit
editorial. Please check you have the correct content editor and address below
as they have changed. As early in the month as possible, deadline 11th of the
month preceding publication.

EDITORIAL:
News, Councils, events, letters, etc.
reports@themarlpit.com

Historical and heritage:
Philippa Weightman 01603 737962
history@themarlpit.com

Sports and clubs: David Pye
sportsclubs@themarlpit.com

Local churches and faiths:
Katie Barry faiths@themarlpit.com

Features: Paul Thomas
features@themarlpit.com

Schools, pupils, young people’s
sports and other interests groups:
Katie Barry youth@themarlpit.com

FACEBOOK/MARLPIT ONLINE:
Including Facebook and website:
Dan Barry Online@themarlpit.com

Including late news, website, past TMP issues
www.themarlpit.com & www.Facebook.com/themarlpit

ADVERTISING
Sales, contact to advertise: Chris Poole, 07918 088844
advertisingsales@themarlpit.com

Admin, copy, production: Dan Barry advertisingcopy@themarlpit.com

PLEASE VOLUNTEER: If you could help with any Marlpit volunteer activity,
contact Paul Thomas, see Chairman above. If you could deliver the magazine,
contact Bernard Mann, see Distribution above.

MARPIT VOLUNTEER TEAM
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Jerome Mayhew (Member of Parliament)
T 865763 The Stable, Church Farm, Attlebridge, NR9 5ST
Duncan Baker(Member of Parliament)
T 020 8895 6944 Tudor House, Grammar School Road, North Walsham
NR28 9JH
Fran Whymark (Norfolk County Councillor)
T 07907 163123 48 Vera Road, Rackheath, NR13 6QN
Jo Copplestone (Broadland District Councillor)
T 860840 Breck Farm, Swannington, Norwich,NR9 5TB

COLTISHALL PARISH
COUNCILLORS

www.coltishallpc.info email: coltclerk@gmail.com

James Matthews (Chairman) T 568443 - Grebe Cottage, Church St,
NR12 7DL
Rebecca Furr (Clerk) T 0744 6542156 - 2 Hall Cottages, The
Windle Acle, NR133JT
Adam Wolton: T 07950 678868 - 11 Rectory Road, Coltishall,
NR12 7HF.
John Haschak: T 611031 - 8 Hautbois Rd, Coltishall, NR12 7JW
Doreen Snelling: T 737955 - Red House, Church Street, NR12 7DJ
Michael Spinks: T 737332 - Alan's View, 11 Frogge Lane, NR12 7JT
Michelle Thackham T 07747 708400 - 7 Rectory Close, Coltishall,
NR12 7HJ
Nicola Chaney T 07789 677873 - The Annex, Church Farm, 9 Gt
Hautbois Road, Coltishall, NR12 7JW
Richard Germany T 07919 511622 - Church Farm, 9 Gt Hautbois
Road, Coltishall, NR12 7JW

COLTISHALL PARISH COUNCIL MEET ON THE 2ND TUESDAY AT
6.30 PM IN THE CHURCH ROOM, RECTORY RD, COLTISHALL

HORSTEAD & STANNINGHALL
PARISH COUNCILLORS

www.horsteadparishcouncil.org.uk email: horsteadclerk@gmail.com

Campbell Jones (Chairman) T 927592
34, Tungtate Way, Horstead, NR12 7EN

Caroline Fleming (Vice chair) T 07771655637
Horstead House,Mill Rd, Horstead, NR12 AU7

Suzanne Hall (Clerk) T 07476 952824
112 Norwich Rd, Horstead,NR12 7EQ

Alan Browne T 07789 967909
Holly Tree Cottage, Mill Lane, Tunstead NR12 8HN

Tom Cain T 736840
2 Patricia Avenue, Horstead NR12 7EW

Diane Williams T 737719
5 Robert Norgate Close, Horstead, NR12 7BT

Robert Jennings T 738335
11 St Margarets Close, Horstead, NR12 7ER

Margaret Gurney T 737235
1 Heggatt Hall, Horstead, NR12 7AY

Philippa Weightman T 737962
1 Stanninghall Cottages, Stanninghall Rd, Horstead

NR12 7LY
Victoria Baker T [TBA],

The Old Forge House, Crostwick, NR12 7BB

HORSTEAD WITH STANNINGHALL PARISH COUNCIL MEET ON
THE 2ND WEDNESDAY AT 6PM IN THE TITHE BARN, RECTORY

OUR MP’S AND COUNCILLORS

DIRECTORY OF CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS
1st Buxton Lamas Sea Scout Group: Vereen Marcer T 279457
1st Coltishall Brownies: Hayley Wild T 07391762146
1st Coltishall Guides: Ellie Ashby - 07944 780421 and

Suzie Bielby 07787 850198
1st Coltishall Rainbows: Joanna French T 07808286293
1st Hoveton &Wroxham Sea Scout Group: T Hughes 01692

630688
Ashmanaugh & Barton Wanderers Cricket Club:

Bernie Everrett – abbanorfolk@gmail.com
Aylsham Chess Club: David Owen T 01263 731327
Badminton Club: Carl Tipple T 738399
Broadgrace Church: John Hindley 737974
Broadland Chess Club: Paul Badger T 737572
Broadland Tots2Teens Club: Nicola Pye T 430525
Bure Valley Youth Football Club: Ted McCarter T 07760 424264
Coltishall & Horstead Youth Forum: Mike Waren T 7 738332
Coltishall & Horstead WI: [Secretary] Rosie Howell T 737762
Coltishall Allotments Assoc: [Chair] Bill Dickson T 07717 895574
Coltishall Church Bellringers: Mike Gander T 738788
Coltishall Commons Management Trust: Barbara Elvy T 01508

558761
Coltishall Cricket Club: Kevin Fisher T 07849 275688
Coltishall Jags Running Club: Alan Groves T 737262
Coltishall PF Bowls Club: Mike Warren T 738332
Coltishall Labour Party: Stephen McNair T 737830
Coltishall Tree Warden: Peter Croot T 737427
Coltishall VH & Recreation Ground [CAST]: Doreen Snelling T

737955
Community Lunch Club: Joan Milligan T 737270
Coltishall Create & Share Craft: Sylvia Coward T 737917
Friends of Colt & Spixworth Surgeries: Maureen Neal T
897506
Films at Frettenham V Hall: Mike & Alison Brown T 737504
Friends of Coltishall Church: Henry Bradshaw T 738009
Hautbois Rangers: Emma Brown T: 898983
Horning Amateur Theatrical Society: Pauline Gedge T 01692

630554
Horning Bridge Club: [Chairman] Ron Hunt T 781416
Horstead Bowls Club: (Secretary)Peter Cobb T 737600
Horstead Tithe Barn Com Ass:[Chairman) Luke Blackburn: T

07392 605735
Horstead Trust: (Chair/Clerk) Barbara Gidney T 737900
Hoveton Wroxham & District Gardening Club: Pam Culley T

782041
Jubilee Players: Ros Chamberlin T 736287
North Norfolk Speakers Club: T Stuart 07775 793999
Probus Club of Broadlands: Steve Robb T 736597
Rotary Club of Broadlands: Richard Mayer T 715796
Rotary Club of Wroxham & Bure Valley: Jonathan King T 784482
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes: (Llamas KC Lodge)

Bob Jennings T 738335
Royal British Legion: Mr B Jordan T 738325
Spirit of Coltishall Association: (secretary) Jeff Ayling

secretary@spiritofcoltishall.com
Wellington Dance (Ballroom Dancing) Dave Cox T 737907
Wroxham and District U3A: (secretary) Jan Barrington T 712150
Wroxham Flower Club: Pat Barnes T 720466
Wroxham Folk Dance Club: Mick Wade T 01692 404447
Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club: Ron Hill T 07753 382410
Wroxham, Hoveton & Belaugh Twinning Association:

Jane Monks T
782496
Wroxham United Reform Church: Rev Bruno Boldrini T 458873
[Secretary] Mrs Lynne Howard T 738835

CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS
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“BACK SOON”
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Colchester Inns
The Rising Sun

The Rising Sun, Wroxham Road,
Coltishall, Norwich NR12 7EA

Tel: 01603 737440
manager@risingsuncoltishall.co.uk

www.risingsuncoltishall.co.uk

As we enter the month of April – which hopefully
brings some fine spring weather – The Rising
Sun will be reviving our popular Coffee and Cake
deal from last year.

From 11am weekdays and 10am at the
weekend you can enjoy a hot beverage
and slice of cake, while overlooking the
beautiful Bure and Common, for just
£4.50*. We look forward to seeing you!

*Subject to availability – once it’s gone, it’s
gone!

Here at The Rising Sun, we are thrilled to have
our four tastefully renovated, dog-friendly rooms
up and running, welcoming guests for bed and
breakfast.

If you have friends or family visiting the area
and you don’t have the space at home, we
would be more than happy to accommodate
them. Booking is easy via our website, or if
you’d prefer to speak to someone please just
give us a call.

We are still awaiting news about the “Festival on
the Common” planned for next month. Please
ask for updates as at the time of writing no one
is sure what will or not be permitted..

Coffee &Cake by the river.....
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ACCOUNTANTS
A Country Practice in Broadland

Est 1984
Accountancy, Tax, Bookkeeping, VAT

PAYE for Sole Traders, Partnerships, Ltd Co’s
New Businesses /Ltd Co’s set up
General Consultancy and Advice
Lower Street, Salhouse, Norwich

Tel / Fax 01603 720 977
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